Chap.  XL 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XI. 


5  But  Solomon  worshipped  Astartbe,  the  goddess  of 
the  Sidonians,  and  Moloch,  the  idol  of  the  Ammonites. 

6  And  Solomon  did  that  which  was  not  pleasing  before 
the  Lord,  and  did  not  fully  follow  the  Lord,  as  David,  his 
father.  * 

7  Then  Solomon  built  a  temple  for  Chamos,  the  idol  of 
Moab,  on  the  hill  that  is  over  against  Jerusalem,  and  for 
Moloch,  the  idol  of  the  children  of  Ammon. 

8  And  he  did  in  this  manner  for  all  his  wives  that  were 
strangers,  who  burnt  incense,  and  offered  sacrifice  to  their 
gods. 


into  Egypt,  to  Pharao,  the  king  of  Egypt:  who  gave  him 
a  house,  and  appointed  him  victuals,  and  assigned  him 

land-         *  *'**'*  U'-V<r$    -  «  -.'y        .,■>*  -  A?.. 

19  And  Adad  found  great  favour  before  Pharao,  inso- 
much that  he  gave  him  to  wife  the  own  sister  of  his  wife, 
Taphnes,  the  queen. 

20  And  the  sister  of  Taphnes  bore  him  his  son,  Genu- 
bath  ;  and  Taphnes  brought  him  up  in  the  house  of  Pha- 
rao ;  and  Genubath  dwelt  with  Pharao  among  his  chil- 
dren. 


21  And  when  Adad  heard  in  Egypt  that  David  slept 
a  And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,  because  his  |  with  his  fathers,  and  that  Joab,  the  general  of  the  army 
mind  was  turned  away  from  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,    was  dead,  he  said  to  Pharao :  Let  me  depart,  that  I  mav 


'who  had  appeared  to  him  twice ; 

10  And  had  commanded  him  concerning  this  thing, 
that  he  should  not  follow  strauge  gods :  but  he  kept  not 
the  things  which  the  Lord  commanded  him. 

11  The  Lord  therefore  said  to  Solomon  :  Because  thou 
hast  done  this,  and  hast  not  kept  my  covenant,  and  my 
precepts,  which  I  have  commanded  thee,  I  will  divide  and 
rend  thy  kingdom,  and  will  give  it  to  thy  servant. 

12  b  Nevertheless,  in  thy  days  I  will  not  do  it,  for  Da- 
vid thy  father  s  sake :  but  I  will  rend  it  out  of  the  hand 
of  thy  son. 

13  Neither  will  I  take  away  the  whole  kingdom ;  but 
I  will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  son,  for  the  sake  of  David,  my  I 
servant,  and  Jerusalem,  which  I  have  chosen. 

14  And  the  Lord  raised  up  an  adversary  to  Solomon, 
Adad  the  Edomite,  of  the  kings  seed,  in  Edom. 

15  '  For  when  David  was  in  Edom,  and"  Joab,  the 
ueneral  of  the  armv,  was  gone  up  to  burv  them  that  were 
slain,  and  had  killed  every  male  in  Edom, 

16  (For  Joab  remained  there  six  months  with  all  Is- 
rael, till  he  had  slain  every  male  in  Edom,) 

17  Then  Adad  fled,  he  and  certain  Edomites  of  his 
fathers  servants,  with  him,  to  go  into  Egypt :  and  Adad 
was  thai  a  little  boy. 

18  And  they  arose  out  of  Madian.  and  came  into  Pha- 
ran,  and  they  took  men  with  them  from  Pliaran,  and  went 

»  Supra,  lx.  2.-5  Infra.  ZfL  15.— «  2  Kings  rill.  14. 


go  to  my  own  country. 
22  And  Pharao  said  to 


"in :  Why,  what  is  wanting 
to  thee  with  me,  that  thou  seekest  to  go  to  thy  own  coun- 
try? But  he  answered:  Nothing;  yet  I  beseech  thee  to 
let  me  e;o. 

23  God  also  raised  up  against  him  an  adversary,  Ra- 
zon,  the  son  of  Eliada,  °who  had  fled  from  his  master, 
Adarezer,  the  king  of  Soba. 

24  And  he  gathered  men  against  him,  and  he  became 
a  captain  of  robbers,  when  David  slew  them  of  Soba :  and 
they  went  to  Damascus,  and  dwelt  there,  and  they  made 
him  king  in  Damascus. 

25  And  he  was  an  adversary  to  Israel  all  the  days  c-i 
Solomon :  and  this  is  the  evil  of  Adad,  and  his  hatred 
against  Israel ;  and  he  reigned  in  Syria. 

26  'Jeroboam  also,  the  son  of  Nabat,  an  Ephrathite 
of  Sareda,  a  servant  of  Solomon,  whose  mother  was  named 
Sarua,  a  widow  woman,  lifted  up  his  hand  against  the 

king-  4  "  - 

27  And  this  is  the  cause  of  his  rebellion  against  him  , 
for  Solomon  built  Mello,  and  filled  up  the  breach  of  the 
city  of  David,  his  father. 

28  And  Jeroboam  was  a  valiant  and  mighty  man  :  and 
Solomon  seeing  him  a  young  man  ingenious  and  indus- 
trious, made  bim  chisf  over  the  tributes  of  all  the  house  of 
Joseph.    '     '*•"- ~  "  ' '  ;'  ••<* 

*  2  Kings  WIL  6;  I  Par.  xvili.  6.— •  2  Par.  xiit  6. 


sejII  convinced  that  there  could  be  but  one  God,  and  that  his  adoration  of  idols 
was  merely  external,  and  out  of  complaisance  to  his  wives.  See  Sanctius, 
&c.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Aetarthe.  Heb.  Astnroth,  "  ewes,"  is  in  the  plural  form,  as  if  to 
denote  many  idols.  But  the  moon,  or  the  queen  of  heaven,  (Jer.  vii.  18.)  is 
particularly  designated.  .Twig.  ii.  12.  H. — Some  explain  it  of  Venus,  fSanctins,) 
or  Juno.  V.— Moloch.  Heb.  Melckom,  (their  kiue,)  "  the  aooraination  *'  (H.)  ; 
supposed  to  be  the  sun,  (Sanctius, J  or  Saturn.  T.  See  A  Kings  xxiii.  10. 

Ver.  7.  Chamos.  Bacchus  or  Priapus,  called  Kduos  by  the  Greeks,  as  be 
presided  over  11  feasting."— The  temples  erected  by  Solomon  were  not  entirely 
demolished  till  tbe  reign  of  Josias.  T.—Hlll.  Heb.  "Then  Solomon  erected  a 
high  place  {temple,  altar,  or  grove)  to  Chamos.  the  abomination  of  Moab,  on 
the.  &c,  kill  f  it  is  supposed  of  Olives,  (H.)  to  the  east  of  Jerusalem,  which  was 
hence  called,  the  mount  of  offence.  4  Kings  xxiii.  13.  C. — Yet  no  jJaee  was  con- 
secrated to  idols  within  the  city.  M. 

Ves.  0.  Ticicr,  orrepeatedly.  See  chap.  ix.  2.  H. — He  had  appeared  to  him 
at  Gabaon,  and  after  the  consecration  of  the  temple,  (M.)  besides  sending  a 
prophet  to  him  while  he  was  building.  Chap.  vi.  18.  Abul. — bod  was  not  content 
with  trivinif  him  the  general  commandments;  he  had  condescended  to  caution 
fcim  in  a  most  particular  and  earnest  manner  (H.);  so  that  his  transgression  is 
a>ore  horriblo  and  ungrateful.  C. 

Vbs.  12.  Sal;?.  As  Divid  placed  this  son  upon  the  throne,  the  displace 
woM  seem  to  revert  on  him.  H.— Here  we  behold  the  reward  of  piety,  and  how 
desirable  a  thing  it  is  to  have  saints  for  our  parents.  H. 

Vep.  13.  One  tribe.  Besides  that  of  Juda,  his  own  native  tribe.  Ch. — That 
of  fleijnmin  had  been  so  reduced,  that  it  scarcely  deserved  the  name  of  a  tribe. 
It  was  also  invariably  connected  with  the  adjoining  tribe  of  Juda;  as  many  of  the 
other  tribes,  after  the  captivities  of  Assyria  and  Babylon,  went  by  the  common 
title  of  Jews.  T. — The  Levites,  and  many  of  fie  Israelites,  came  to  inhabit  in  the 
374 


"  elder  sister  of  his  wife  Thekemina."  H. 
must  have  been  now  about  ninety-four 


years  old ; 


land  of  Juda,  for  the  sake  of  the  true  religion.  Chap.  xil.  17  ;  2  Par.  xi.  13— If*. 
Jeroboam  banished  the  tribe  of  Levi  from  his  dominions,  that  he  migot  mure 
easily  introduce  a  change  of  religion  among  his  subjects.  The  two  kingdoms  were 
thus  almost  equal  in  strength.  C. — Chosen  for  the  abode  of  holiue&s,  and  the  scat 
of  government.  Salien. 

Ver.  14.  Adversary.  Heb.  Satan.  Nothing  of  this  kind  could  molest  him, 
while  he  continued  faithful.  Chap.  v.  4.  Bat  now" he  sees  the  arm  uf  God  stretch- 
ed out,  pressing  him  to  repent. 

Ver.  15.  In  Edom.  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  hfs  reign.  Salien. — Abisai  was 
the  general  in  this  expedition.  2  Kines  viii.,  and  1  Par.  xviii.  13. 

Vsn.  19.    Full.  Sept. 

Ver.  B&    Itazon.  He 
unless  this  was  the  son  of  Adarezer*s  general.  Salien.  M. 

Vkr.  24.  Robbers,  or  (Heb.  and  Sept.)  "a  band"  with  whom  he  mad" 
depredations.  H. — Damascus,  with  David's  consent,  on  their  admitting  a  garrison, 
(2  Kings  viii.  0,)  and  consenting  to  pay  tribute  (M.) ;  or  Razon  might  make 
himself  master  of  this  place  only  after  the  apostaey  of  Solomon.  His  successors 
became  very  furmidihlc  to  the  Jews,  particularly  Kazin,  (4  Kings  xt.  and  xni.,) 
who  was  slain  by  Th^lati.phalassar,  ib.  ver.  0.  C. 

Ver.  25.  Salomon,  after  he  once  began.  H. — Adad.  Heb.  "  and  with  th? 
evi!  of  Adad,  and  he  detested  Israel."  M. — Razon  and  Adad  conspired  to  attack 
Solomon.  II . 

Ver.  26.  King,  attempting  to  draw  the  people  into  rebellion,  as  ho  perceived 
that  they  were  discontent  with  the  buildings  at  Mello.  He  had  a  command  ox-ei 
them  5  and  though  he  was,  for  the  present,  obliged  to  save  himself  by  flight,  he  had 
sown  the  seeds  of  rebellion  by  his  discourses  in  such  a  manner  that  the  imprudent 
answer  of  Robnain  (C.)  casilv  broughr  them  toroarariry.  H. 

Vru.  33.  Joseph,  Ephraim,  an;'  VanasseSj  M.— fie  was  of  the  former  tribe. 
Saiien. — At  Brst  Solomon  employed  n»e  'of  the  Israelites  to  work.  Chap.  ix.  22 
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Chap.  Xi. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chat.  XII. 


29  "So  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time,  that  Jeroboam 
went  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  prophet  Ahias,  the  Silonite, 
clad  with  a  new  garment,  found  him  in  the  way :  and 
they  two  were  alone  in  the  field. 

30  And  Ahias  taking  his  new  garment,  wherewith  he 
was  clad,  divided  it  into  twelve  parts  : 

31  And  he  said  to  Jeroboam ;  Take  to  thee  ten  pieces  : 
for  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel :  Behold,  I  will 
rend  the  kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solomon,  and  will 
give  thee  ten  tribes. 

32  But  one  tribe  shall  remain  to  him  for  the  sake  of 
my  servant,  David,  and  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  1  have 
chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel : 

33  Because  he  hath  forsaken  me,  and  hath  adored 
Astarthe,  the  goddess  of  the  Sidonians,  and  Chamos,  the 
god  of  Moab,  and  Moloch,  the  god  of  the  children  of 
Amnion  :  and  hath  not  walked  in  my  ways,  to  do  justice 
before  me,  and  to  keep  my  precepts,  and  judgments,  as 
did  David,  his  father. 

34  Yet  I  will  not  take  away  all  the  kingdom  out  of  his 
hand,  but  I  will  make  him  prince  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
for  David  my  servant  s  sake,  whom  I  chose,  who  kept  my 
commandments,  and  my  precepts. 

35  But  I  will  take  away  the  kingdom  out  of  his  son's 
hand,  and  will  give  thee  ten  tribes : 

36  And  to  his  son  I  will  give  one  tribe,  that  there  may 
remain  a  lamp  for  my  servant,  David,  before  me  always 
in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I  have  chosen,  that  my  name 
might  be  there. 

3?  And  I  will  take  thee,  and  thou  shalt  reign  over  all 
that  thy  soul  desireth,  and  thou  shalt  be  kiug  over  Israel. 

38  If  then  thou  wilt  hearken  to  all  that  I  shall  com- 
mand thee,  and  wilt  walk  in  mv  wavs,  and  do  what  is 
right  before  me,  keeping  my  commandments,  and  my 
precepts,  as  David,  my  servant,  did :  I  will  be  with  thee, 

T 

i  *  Par.  x.  15.— ^  A.  M.  3029,  A.  C.  97S. 


and  will  build  thee  up  a  faithful  house,  as  I  built  c  house 
for  David,  and  I  will  deliver  Israel  to  thee : 

39  And  I  will  for  this  afflict  the  seed  of  David,  but  ye! 
not  for  ever. 

40  Solomon,  therefore,  sought  to  "kill  Jeroboam  :  but 
he  arose,  and  fled  into  Egypt,  to  Sesac,  the  king  of 
Egypt,  and  was  in  Egypt  till  the  death  of  Solomon. 

41  And  the  rest  of  the  words  of  Solomon,  and  all  that 
be  did,  and  his  wisdom :  behold  they  are  all  written  in 
the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  Solomon. 

42  And  the  days  that  Solomon  reigned  in  Jerusalem, 
over  all  Israel,  were  forty  years. 

43  Andb  Solomon  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  H*as 
buried  in  the  city  of  David,  his  father;  and  Roboam,  his 
son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

chap,  m 

Roboam,  following  the  counsel  of  young  men,  uUenaleth  from  him  the  minds 
of  the  people.  They  make  Jeroboam  king  over  ten  tribes :  he  s-Met/i  up 
idolatry. 

A  NDC  Roboam  went  to  Sichem  :  for  thither  were  all 
xl  Israel  come  together  to  make  him  king. 

2  But  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat,  who  was  yet  in 
Egypt,  a  fugitive  from  the  face  of  king  Solomon,  hearing 
of  his  death,  returned  out  of  Egypt. 

3  And  they  sent  and  called  him  :  and  Jeroboam  came, 
and  all  the  multitude  of  Israel,  and  they  spoke  to  Roboam, 
saying : 

4  Thy  father  laid  a  grievous  yoke  upon  us:  now, 
therefore,  do  thou  take  off  a  little  of-  the  grievous  service 
of  thy  father,  and  of  his  most  heavy  yoke,  which  he  put 
upon  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee. 

5  And  he  said  to  them  :  Go  till  the  third  day,  and 
come  to  me  again.    And  when  the  people  was  gone, 

6  King  Roboam  took  counsel  with  the  old  men,  that 
stood  before  Solomon,  his  father,  while  he  yet  lived,  and 

•  A.  M.  3029.    2  Par.  x.  L 


Bnt  he  afterwards  oppressed  them  grievously.  The  kind's  Waft*  was  to  make  his 
subjects  cultivate  his  lands.  &c.  1  Kings  viii.  11.  They  did  nbt  pay  money.  (Matt, 
xvii.  24,)  but  wrought  for  the  king.  Heb.  " he  made  him  ruler  overall  the  charge," 
(or  levy).  H. 

Ver.  20.  Garment.  Ssolme  occurs  sixteen  times  in  this  sense,  and  ssomle 
twenty -seven.  The  latter,  we  may  presume,  is  the  true  reading,  a*  it  is  in  the  Sam. 
Pentateuch  invariably;  Exod.  xxii.  26,  27,  both  words  are  printed  in  thn  Hub. 
Bible.  But  itis  not  probable  that  Moses  should  have  written  them  so.  Shamnl, 
in  Arabic,  signifies  "he  clothed  himself  all  over."  KennicotL— lOjy  leading  to 
Ephraim,  (M.)  his  department.  C. — Field.  Sept.  "he  drew  him  aside  out  of  the 
road :  end  Ahias  had  on  a  new  cloak,  and  both  were  in  the  field."  H. — Jeroboam 
would  not  probably  go  unattended  ( 51. ) ;  and  it  seem*  this  transaction  soon 
transpired,  and  came  to  the  ears  of  Solomon.  H. 

Yes.  80.  Parts.  He  speaks  by  his  actions,  (51.)  thus  foretelling  what  should 
happen,  as  was  customary  with  the  prophets.  Osee  i.  2 ;  J*er.  xxvii.  2 ;  Ezec.  xii. 
7 ;  Acts  xx!.  11.  C. — This  tended  to  make  a  deeper  impression  on  the  mind,  (H.) 
and  to  convince  all  that  what  was  spoken  was  not  in  jest.  W. 

Ver.  3G.  A  lamp.  Posterity,  (2  Kings  xxi.  1",)  power,  and  glory.  4  Kings 
Tin  .J  9. 

Ver.  37.    Dvtfrcth.    It  seems  he  was  already  disposed  to  revolt.  C. 

Ver.  39.  For  this  infidelity  of  Solomon,  (H.)  afflict,  by  raising  up  a  rival. 
W. —  For  ever.  Notwithstanding  the  wickedness  of  many  of  its  princes,  this  fumily 
was  to  subsist,  in  a  distinguished  rank,  till  the  coming  of  the  Messias;  that  the 
completion  of  the  promises  might  be  more  obscrveble.  C. — Alter  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  the  throne  of  Israel  was  subverted.  31. 

Ver.  40.  Therefore,  being  apprized  of  what  had  passed,  as  well  ns  to  prevent 
the  further  attempts  of  Jeroboam.  H. — Sesac.  He  is  the  first  whose  proper 
name  is  given  in  Scripture.  Whether  he  was  of  the  same  family  as  the  Pharao 
whose  daughter  Solomon  had  married,  cannot  be  ascertained.  C. 

Ver.  41.  Words,  or  transactions.  H. — Book.  This  book  is  lost,  with  divers 
others  mentioned  in  holy  writ  Ch.— Nathan,  Ahias,  and  Addo,  composed  these 
journals.  2  Par.  ix.  29.  H. — The  books  of  days,  are  cited  in  the  Pural.,  so  that 
we  cannot  supjKise  that  these  journals  are  the  same  with'that  work.  C. 

Vrb  42.    Forty.    Josephus  savs  eighty ;  and  some  suppose  that  the  Scrip- 


ture only  specifies  the  years  during  which  Solomon  reigned  virtuously.  Pezron 
is  of  the  same  opinion  as  Josephus.  H. — Others  contend  that  it  is  a  manifest  mis- 
take. Immoderate  pleasures  hastened  his  old  age  and  death,  when  he  was  about 
fifty-eight  years  old.    His  repentance  is  a  problem.  C. 

Vzs.  43.  Solomon  slept,  ie.  That  is,  died.  He  was  then  about  fifty-eight 
years  of  age,  having  reigned  forty  years.  Ch. — S.  Chrysostom,  at  different  times, 
seems  to  have  eutertahicd  opposite  opinions  on  this  head,  (H.)  which  has  been  a 
matter  of  controversy  among  the  Fathers,  as  it  is  at  present  with  us.  We  ought 
to  adore  and  imitate,  with  trembling,  the  silence  of  Scripture.  C. — Sept.  seem 
favourable  to  Solomon  (Prov.  xxiv.  32) :  "  At  last  I  did  penance,  and  looked  for- 
ward, to  embrace  discipline."  H. — But  the  Heb.,  Cbal.,  and  Vulg.,  have  nothing 
similar.  C. — Some  think  that  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  as  well  as  that  of  Ecclesiasies, 
was  composed  by  him  after  his  repentance;  end  that  he  expresses  his  sentiments 
of  affliction  and  self-condem  nation,  (Prov.  xxx.  2,)  and  his  opinion  of  all  earthly 
gratifications.  Eccles.  i.  9,  fee  H. — Yet  this  dreadful  uncertainty  may  serve  to 
keep  us  ail  in  bumble  lear,  and  teach  us  to  work  out  our  salvation  with  trem- 
bliug.  C. 

CHAP.  XII.  Ver.  1.  King,  or  to  acknowledge  his  right,  provided  he  would 
grant  their  request.  The  discontented  assembled  at  Sichem,  rather  than  at  Jeru- 
salem, as  they  would  be  under  less  restraint.  C. — They  appointed  Jeroboam  to 
prefer  their  petition.  51. — Roboam  was  probably  the  only  son  whom  Solomon  had 
by  his  wives.  C — We  rea:J  of  two  daughters,  Japhcth  and  Basemath.  Chap.  iv. 
11,  and  15.  H. — Naama,  the  Ammonite,  was  the  mother  of  Roboam,  who,  though 
fortv  vrara  old,  was  devoid  of  good  sense.  2  Par.  xiii.  7;  Eccles.  ii.  18;  Eccll 
xlvii.  27.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Hearing  of.  Heb.  11  It  (the  assembly)  and  Jeroboam  dwelt  in 
Egypt."  H- — But  m  2  Par.  x.  2,  we  find  he  returned.  It  is  probable  that  both 
texts  agreed  In  the  days  of  S.  Jerom ;  as  the  same  letters,  if  read  in  a  different 
manner,  may  have  both  meanings.  C. — Sept.  have  nko  "returned."  H. 

Vek.  4.  .Yoke,  of  personal  service,  (C.)  first  to  build  the  temple,  and  after- 
wards to  erect  palaces,  fortify  cities,  &lc.  The  works  of  Mel  Jo  gave  the  greatest 
discontent.  H. 

Ver.  6.    Old  men.    Banaias  and  Jahicl.  S.  Jer.  Trad. 

Veb.  7.    They  said.   Hob.  "  ho  said."  The  transcribers,  probaory  not  under- 
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Chap.  XII. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XII. 


he  said :  What  counsel  do  you  give  me,  that  I  may  an- 
swer this  people  ? 

7  They  said  to  him  :  If  thou  wilt  yield  to  this  people 
to-day,  and  condescend  to  them,  and  grant  their  petition, 
and  wilt  speak  gentle  words  to  them,  they  will  be  thy 
servants  always. 

8  But  he  left  the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  which  they 
had  given  him,  and  consulted  with  the  young  mm  that 
Lad  been  brought  up  with  him,  and  stood  before  him. 

9  And  he  said  to  them :  What  counsel  do  you  give 
me,  that  I  may  answer  this  people,  who  have  said  to  me  : 
Make  the  yoke,  which  thy  father  put  upon  us,  lighter. 

10  And  the  young  men  that  had  been  brought  up 
with  him,  said  :  Thus  shalt  thou  speak  to  this  people,  who 
have  spoken  to  thee,  saying :  Thy  father  made  our  yoke 
heavy,  do  thou  ease  us.  Thou  shalt  say  to  them :  My 
little  finger  is  thicker  than  the  back  of  my  lather. 

11  And  now  my  father  put  a  heavy  yoke  upon  you, 
but  I  will  add  to  your  voke :  my  father  beat  you  with 
whips,  but  1  will  beat  you  with  scorpions. 

12  So  Jeroboam,  and  all  the  people,  came  to  Roboam 
the  third  day,  as  the  king  had  appointed,  saying:  Come 
to  me  again  the  third  day. 

13  And  the  king  answered  the  people  roughly,  leaving 
the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  which  they  had  given  him, 

14  And  he  spoke  to  them  according  to  the  counsel  of 
the  young  men,  saying:  My  father  made  your  yoke 
heavy,  but  I  will  add  to  your  yoke :  My  father  beat  you 
with  whips,  but  I  will  beat  you  with  scorpions. 

15  And  the  kiug  condescended  not  to  the  people:  for 
the  Lord  was  turned  away  from  him,  to  make  good  his  | 
word,3  which  he  had  spoken  in  the  hand  of  Ahias,  the 
Silonite,  to  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat 

16  Then  the  people,  seeing  that  the  king  would  not 
hearken  to  them,  answered  him,  saying:  What  portion 
have  we  in  David  ?  or  what  inheritance  in  the  son  of 
Isai?  Go  home  to  thy  dwellings,  0  Israel :  now,  David, 
look  to  thy  own  house.  So  Israel  departed  to  their 
dwellings 


■  Supra,  xl.  81.—*  A.  M,  3030.  A.  C.  974. 


17  But  as  for  all  the  children  of  Israel  that  dwelt  ic 
the  cities  of  Juda,  Roboam  reigned  over  them. 

18  Then  king  Roboam  sent  Aduram,  who  was  over 
the  tribute :  and  all  Israel  stoned  him,  and  he  died. 
Wherefore  king  Roboam  made  haste  to  get  him  up  into 
his  chariot,  and  he  fled  to  Jerusalem  : 

19  bAnd  Israel  revolted  from  the  house  of  David,  unto 
this  day. 

20  And  it  came  to  pass  when  all  Israel  heard  thsf 
Jeroboam  was  come  again,  that  they  gathered  an  assem- 
bly, and  sent  and  called  him,  and  made  him  king  overall 
Israel,  and  there  was  none  that  followed  the  house  of 
David  but  the  tribe  of  Juda  only. 

21  And  Roboam  came  to  Jerusalem,"  and  gathered 
together  all  the  house  of  Juda,  and  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
a  hundred  fourscore  thousand  chosen  men  for  war,  to 
fight  against  the  house  of  Israel,  and  to  bring  the  kingdom 
again  under  Roboam,  the  son  of  Solomon. 

22  cBut  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Semeias,  the 
man  of  God,  saying  : 

23  Speak  to  Roboam,  the  son  of  Solomon,  the  king  of 
Juda,  and  to  all  the  house  of  Juda,  and  Benjamin,  and 
the  rest  of  the  people,  saying: 

24  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  You  shall  not  go  up,  nor 
fight  against  your  brethren,  the  children  of  Israel:  let 
every  man  return  to  his  house,  for  this  thing  is  from  me. 
They  hearkened  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  returned 
from  their  journey,  as  the  Lord  had  commanded  them. 

25  And  Jeroboam  built  Sichem  in  Mount  Ephraim, 
and  dwelt  there,  and  going  out  from  thence,  he  built 
Phanuel.  . 

'26  And  Jeroboam  said  in  his  heart:  Now  shall  the 
kingdom  return  to  the  house  of  David. 

27  If  this  people  go  up  to  offer  sacrifices  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem :  and  the  heart  of  this  people 
will  turn  to  their  lord  Roboam,  the  king  of  Juda,  and 
they  wilj  kill  me,  and  return  to  him. 

28  dAnd  finding  out  a  device,  he  made  two  golden 
calves,  and  said  to  them :  Go  ye  up  no  more  to  Jerusa- 


'  2  Par.  il.  1^-4  Tob.  1.  5. 


standing  what  thry  wrote,  frequently  mistake  singular  for  plural  verbs.  So  vcr. 
SI,  u  they  came,"  instead  of  he  came.  Some  MSS.  and  the  ancient  versions  are 
correct.  Ketmicotl. —  Yield.  Heb.  "serve."  By  the  submission  of  one  day  ho 
might  haTe  acquired  the  kingdom. 

Vkr.  8.  Him.  They  wore  young,  compared  with  the  former,  though  they 
might  bo  forty  years  old.  M.— It  was  frequently  the  custom  in  the  eastern  courts 
to  educate  young  noblemen  along  with  tlio  heir  to  the  crown. 

Ver.  10.  Finger  is  not  expressed  in  Heb.  or  Sept.,  but  the  Syr.  and  Josephus 
agree  with  the  Vulg.  T-3  Paral.  we  rend  loins,  instead  of  back.  "Heb.  and  Sept. 
my  little  (Prot.  supply  finger),  Sept.  "  my  littleness,"  /utporjjc;  but  In  Paral. 
finger  is  added.  H. — Chal.  "  my  weakness  i»  stronger  than  my  father's  strength."  C. 

Vbr.  11.  Scorpions.  Chal.  "thorns."  Heb.  has  both  significations.  Like 
a  tyrant,  lioboam  tlire&teu*  to  beat  the  people  with  sharp  thorns.  M. 

Vkr.  15.  Turned.  Huh.  "  for  the  cause  (revolution)  was  from  the  Lord,  (C.) 
that  he  might  verify  his  word."  H. — God  permitted  the  king  to  act  imprudently, 
and  disposed  things  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  prediction  took  effect.  C. — Indeed, 
the  prophet  had  only  spoken,  because  things  would  happen.  H. — "  There  are  two 
sorts  of  persecutors,  those  who  blame,  and  those  who  flatter:  the  tongue  of  the 
flatterer  persecutes  more  thun  the  hand  of  him  who  kills."  S.  Aug.  in  Psal.  Ixix. 
1). — Roboam  fell  a  prey  to  his  evil  counsellors.  H. — That,  (vcr.  16,)  denotes  the 
sequel,  not  the  final  cause,  as  chap.  xiv.  9.  W* 

Vbr.  16.  Look  to.  Chal.  "rule  over  thy  own  tribe."  They  imitate  those 
who  give  a  bill  of  divorce.  C. —  Herein  they  were  not  excusable,  no  more  than 
those  who  persecuted  God's  people,  though  he  permitted  their  wickedness,  to 
chastise  the  guilty.  M, 

Ver.  I".  Them,  as  well  as  over  many  who  came  into  his  territory,  that  they 
might  practise  th»  trUQ  religion  without  restraint.  11.  Cnap.  xi.  13. — The  kings 
of  Ju»Ia  afterwards  made  various  corquests.  Chap.  xiii.  13.  Hence  thev  were  able 
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to  contend  with  the  other  tribes  (C.)  with  advantage.  H. — Even  at  first  Roboam 
put  himself  at  tho  head  of  130,000  chosen  men,  vcr.  21.  Abia  had  an  army  of 
400,000,  and  Asa  near  600,000;  while  Josaphat  had  1,160,000  soldiers.  2  Par. 
xiii.  3,  and  xiv.  8,  and  xvii.  14. 

Ver.  18.  Aduram.  One  of  the  samo  name  had  occupied  this  post  under 
David.  3  Kings  xx.  24.  C. — Some  suppose  that  this  is  the  same  with  Adaniram. 
Chap.  iv.  6. — Haste.  Heb.  "he  strengthened  himscif,"  or  obstinately  persisted 
in  his  resolution  of  reducing  the  people  by  force;  and  thus  those,  who  might  now 
have  been  easily  reclaimed,  were  driven  to  choose  another  king,  and  tho  evil  be- 
came irremediable.  C. 

Ver.  20.  Again,  from  Egypt,  ver.  2.  H. — He  had  not  been  present,  it  seems, 
at  the  second  assembly ;  or  at  least  he  had  retired  us  soon  as  Roboam  had  given 
h>  uecision.  But  the  people  having' stoned  Aduram,  and  thus  rendered  u  recon- 
ciliation very  difficult,  Jeroboam  was  invited  to  accept  the  crown.  C. — As  this 
was  conformable  to  his  utmost  desires  and  the  prophet's  declaration,  he  made  no 
demur.  Chap.  xi.  37.  H. — Only.  Benjamin  was  a  small  tribe,  and  so  intermixed 
with  the  tribe  of  Juda  ftha  very  city  of  Jerusalem  being  partly  in  Juda,  partlv 
in  Benjamin)  that  they  are  here  counted  but  as  one  tribe.  Ch. 

Vkr.  24.  Them.  This  shows  the  great  authority  of  Semeias.  He  wrote  tho 
history  of  lioboam.  2  Par.  xii.  15.  He  also  foretold  the  irruption  of  Sesflc,  to 
puuish  the  house  of  Israel ;  but  not  to  destroy  it.  C. — Tlio  obedience  of  Itoboam 
deserves  applause;  though  it  would  have  been  a  vain  attempt  to  resist  God,  wlw 
was  resolved  to  punish  his  family.  M. 

Ver.  26.  Built,  or  "  had  built,"  while  Roboam  was  preparing  for  his  in- 
vasion. Salien. — Sichem  and  Phanuel  had  been  ruined  by  Abiinelech,  and  by 
Gedeon.  Judg.  viii.  17,  and  ix.  4o.  C. — By  means  of  these  fortresses  he  securKl 
both  sides  of  the  Jordan.  *H. — Jeroboam  afterwards  fixed  his  residence  at  Thii-'a. 
where  the  court  was  kept  till  Amri  built  Samaria- 
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kin:*  Behold  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  who  brought  thee  out 
of  the  laud  of  Egypt. 

29  And  he  set  the  one  in  Bethel,  and  the  other  in  Dan: 

30  And  this  thing  became  an  occasion  of  sin  :  for  the 
people  went  to  adore  the  calf  as  far  as  Dan. 

31  And  he  made  temples  in  the  high  places,  band 
priests  of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  who  were  not  of  the 
sons  of  Levi. 

32  And  he  appointed  a  feast  in  the  eighth  month,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  after  the  manner  of  the 
feast  that  was  celebrated  in  Juda.  And  going  up  to  the  I 
altar,  he  did  in  like  manner  in  Bethel,  to  sacrifice  to  the  I 
calves,  which  he  had  made :  and  he  placed  in  Bethel 
priests  of  the  high  places,  which  he  had  made. 

33  And  he  went  up  to  the  altar,  which  he  had  built  in 
Bethel,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  eighth  month,  which 
he  had  devised  of  his  own  heart :  and  he  ordained  a  feast 
to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  went  upon  the  altar  to  burn 
incense. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

A  tirvphet  sent  from  Juda  to  Bethel,  foretcl'eth  the  birth  of  Josias,  and  the 
stnictvm  of  Jeroboam's  altar.    Jerolmam's  hand,  offering  violence  to  the 
pmph'.t,  icithereth,  but  is  restored  by  the  prophet's  prayer:  the  same  prophet 
is  deceived  by  another  prophet,  and  slain  by  a  lion. 

AND  c behold  there  came  a  man  of  God  out  of  Juda, 
by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  to  Bethel,  when  Jero- 
boam was  standing  upon  the  altar,  and  burning  incense. 

2  And  he  cried  out  against  the  altar  in  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  said  :  O  altar,  altar,  thus  saith  the  Lord  :  d  Be- 
hold a  child  shall  be  born  to  the  house  of  David.  Josias  by 
name,  and  he  shall  immolate  upon  thee  the  priests  of  the 
high  places,  who  now  burn  incense  upon  thee,  and  he  shall 
burn  men's  bones  upon  thee. 

3  And  he  gave  a  sign  the  same  day,  saying :  This  shall 
be  the  sign,  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken :  Behold  the  altar  \ 
shall  be  rent,  and  the  ashes  that  are  upon  it,  shall  be 
poured  out.  ,  •_  I 

.4  And  when  the  king  had  heard  the  word  of  the  man  \ 

•  Exod.  txiU.  3.— *  2  Par.  xi.  15. 


of  God,  which  he  had  cried  out  against  the  altar  in 
Bethel,  he  stretched  forth  his  hand  from  the  altar,  saying  ; 
Lay  hold  on  him.  And  his  hand  which  he  stretched  forth 
against  him,  withered :  and  he  was  not  able  to  draw  it 
back  again  to  him. 

5  The  altar  also  was  rent,  and  the  ashes  were  poured 
out  from  the  altar,  according  to  the  sign  which  the  man 
of  God  had  given  before  in  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

6  And  the  king  said  to  the  man  of  God  :  Entreat  the 
face  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  pray  for  me,  that  my  hand 
may  be  restored  to  me.  And  the  man  of  God  besought 
the  face  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's  hand  was  restored  to 
him,  and  it  became  as  it  was  before. 

7  And  the  king  said  to  the  man  of  God:  Come  home 
with  me  to  dine,  and  I  will  make  thee  presents 

8  And  the  man  of  God  answered  the  king:  If  thou 
wouldst  give  me  half  thy  house,  I  will  not  go  with  thee, 
nor  eat  bread,  nor  drink  water  in  this  place; 

9  For  so  it  was  enjoined  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
commanding  me:  Thou  shait  not  eat  bread,  nor  drink 
water,  nor  return  by  the  same  way  that  thou  earnest. 

10  So  he  departed  by  another  way,  and  returned  not 
by  the  way  that  he  came  into  Bethel. 

11  Now  a  certain  old  prophet  dwelt  in  Bethel,  and  his 
sons  came  to  him,  and  told  him  all  the  works  that  the 
man  of  God  had  done  that  day  in  Bethel :  and  they  told 
their  father  the  words  which  he  had  spoken  to  the  king. 

12  And  their  father  said  to  them  :  What  way  went  he  ? 
His  sons  showed  hi  in  the  way  by  which  the  man  of  God 
went,  who  came  out  of  Juda. 

13  And  he  said  to  his  sons  :  Saddle  me  the  ass.  And 
when  they  had  saddled  it,  he  got  up, 

14  And  went  after  the  man  of  God,  and  found  him 
sitting  under  a  turpentine-tree :  and  he  said  to  him  :  Art 

thou  the  man  of  God  who  earnest  from  Juda :  He  an- 
swered :  I  am. 

15  And  he  said  to  him:  Come  home  with  me,  to  eat 
bread. 


«  A.  M.  3030.-4  A  Kings  xxiil.  Ifi. 


Ver.  28.    Device.    Wicked  polW.  to  make  religion  subservient  to  the  state. 
Calces.    It  is  likely,  by  making  1>U  gods  in  this  form,  he  mimicked  the 
Egyptians,  among:  whom  he  had  sojourned,  who  worshipped  their  Apis  and  their 
Osiris  under  the  form  of  a  bullock.  Ch.  S.  Jcrom  in  Osee  iv.  15.  and  v.,  &e. 

Ver.  29.  Bethel  and  Dan-  Uethel  was  &  city  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  in 
tiM  southern  parts  of  the  dominion  nf  Jeroboam,  about  six  leagues  from  Jerusa- 
lem :  Dan  was  in  the  flxtreittliy  of  his  dominions,  to  the  north,  on  the  confines  of 
Syria.  Ch. — The  Israelites  did  not  hesitate  to  travel  so  far.  Ver.  30.  C. — Those  j 
who  lived  nearer  Bethel  went  thither  along  with  their  king.  Salien.— The  latter 
city  was  assigned  to  Benjamin.  Jos.  xviii.  22.  M. — But  probably  many  of  the 
subjects  of  Jeroboam  dwelt  in  it;  so  that  it  was  the  most  southern  "city  of  bis  do- 
minions. It  bad  been  consecrated  by  Jacob,  (Gen.  xxvili.  10.)  and  was  a  famous 
p'aee  of  devotion.  1  Kings  x  3.  Sept.  (Alex.)  and  S.  Cyril  (in  Osce  p.  5)  read 
G'tlgal.    Dan  hid  beeD  long  before  infected  with  idolatry.  Judg.  xviii.  30. 

Ver.  30.  Sin,  almost  irreparable,  which  brought  on  the  ruin  of  the  ten  tribes. 
Though  the  calves  were  *aken  awuy  along  with  them  into  captivity,  the  people 
did  not  return  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  ;  but  the  greatest  part  imitated  the  con- 
duct of  the  parens,  with  whom  they  mixed;  while  some  few  returned  with  the 
tribe  of  Juda.  and  made  a  part  of  that  kingdom.  The  Samaritans,  who  were  sent 
to  inhabit  their  country,  were  not  of  the  race  of  Jacob.  C. 

Ver.  31.    Places,  to  other  idols  or  devils,  (2  Par.  xi.  15.  H.)  not  merely  at 
Bethel.  Chap.  xiii. 

Ver.  32.  Day.  God  had  prescribed  the  seventh  month,  (C.)  and  this  wicked 
prince  purposely  made  choice  of  another,  that  the  observance  of  the  days  appoint- 
ed might  he  obliterated.  Thus  the  Jacobins,  in  France,  decreed  that  tbe  tenth 
day  should  be  the  day  of  rest,  instead  of  Sunday.  H. — Religious  assemblies  tend 
greatly  to  promote  the  spirit  of  concord  and  peace. 

Vrr.  33.  To:  lit.  "  upou,"  (super J  as  at  the  end  of*  the  verse.  H. — The 
alt  w  were  very  high  and  large.  C— Month.  Sept.  add,  "  on  the  festival  which," 
fc< .  M. — Heart.    Heb.  reads  molhod  ( pra>*er, )  instead  of  molbu,  ( ex  corde  ttuo). 


Some  MS5.  retain  the  latter  word,  as  it  is  printed  also  in  the  marginal  keri. — Jero- 
boam has  a  mind  to  do  honour  to  his  new  worship,  and  unites  in  his  own  perRon 
the  sacerdotal  and  regal  dignity,  as  the  Roman  emperors  did.  C— Incense.  Sept. 
"  to  sRcrifice."  H. — From  this  period  many  learned  men  date  the  390  years  oi 
the  iniquity  of  Israel.  Ezcc.  iv.  5.  D. 

OHA1*.  XIII.  Ver.  1.  A  man.  Some  suppose  his  name  was  Addo.  2  Par. 
ix.  20.    But  this  is  quite  uncertain. — Incense,  or  victima.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Altar,  in  which  the  prodigy  was  to  take  place,  for  the  instruction  of 
all.  M. — Name:  340(C)  or  350  years  after  Salien. — This  prediction  proves  the 
truth  of  the  religion ;  for  though  the  author  of  this  book  might  have  seen  it  verified, 
yet  he  would  undoubtedly  insert  the  very  words  of  the  prophet,  which  were  known 
to  all  the  people.  4  Kinss  xxifi.  15.  In  this  passage  we  do  not  read  that  Josias 
destroyed  the  priests.  But  ver.  19  and  20,  it  Is  clearly  insinuated.  C. —  Who  now. 
He  will  reduce  their  bones  to  ashes  upon  this  altar  ;  or.  those  who  shall  Imitate 
these  priests  shall  be  there  burnt  alive.  H. 

Ver.  3.  Sign.  This  would  take  place  immediately,  to  convince  the  king  that 
what  he  had  said  would  be  accomplished.  So  Moses  and  Achaz  were  treated. 
Exod.  iii.  2—12;  Isa.  vii.  14— 10.  C 

Ver.  6.  Thy  God.  He  does  not  say  my,  being  conscious  that  he  had  aban- 
doned his  service.  It.— Before,  We  may  be  surprised  that  God  thus  heals  * 
man  who>o  hrnrt  was  not  changed,  ver.  S3.  E.— Rut  miracles  do  not  alwa.-i 
work  a  conversion.  Pharao,  Saul,  and  Achaz  beheld  them  in  vain:  only  on.?  <\ 
the  ten  lep-rs  returned  to  give  thanks,  Luke  xvii.  17.  This  miracie  rendered 
Jeroboam  still  more  inexcusable.  C- 

Ver.  10.  Bethel,  which  wis  defiled.  1  Kings  xxi.  5.  God  would  thus  caution 
us  to  keep  at  the  greatest  distance  (T.)  possible  from  evil  company,  (H.)  and 
from  whatever  may  lead  to  sin.  M. 

Ver.  11.  Bethel,  originally  (H.)  from  Somali*.  4  Kings  xxiii.  18.  M.— 
Josias  would  have  burnt  his  b^nes,  like  those  at  the  false  prophets,  if  thiy  hp/i  no' 
been  blended  with  those  of  the  man  of  God.  -~ 
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ill.  KINGS. 


Ckav.  XIV. 


16  But  he  said :  1  must  not  return,  nor  go  with  thee, 
neither  will  I  eat  bread,  or  drink  water  in  this  place : 

17  Because  the  Lord  spoke  to  me,- in  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  saying :  Thou  shall  not  eat  bread,  and  thou  shalt  not 
drink  water  there,  nor  return  by  the  way  thou  wentest. 

18  He  said  to  him :  I  also  am  a  prophet  like  unto 
thee :  and  an  angel  spoke  to  me,  in  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
saying :  Bring  him  back  with  thee  into  thy  house,  that 
he  may  eat  broad,  and  drink  water.    He  deceived  him, 

19  And  brought  him  back  with  him :  so  he  ate  bread, 
and  drank  water  in  his  house. 

20  And  as  they  sat  at  table,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  the  prophet  that  brought  him  back  : 

21  And  he  cried  out  to  the  man  of  God  who  came  out 
of  Juda,  saying  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Because  thou  hast 
not  been  obedient  to  the  Lord,  and  hast  not  kept  the 
commandment  which  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee, 

22  And  hast  returned,  and  eaten  bread,  and  drunk 
water  in  the  place  wherein  he  commanded  thee  that  thou 
should  not  eat  bread,  ncr  drink  water,  thy  d^ad  body  shall 
not  be  brought  into  the  sepulchre  of  thy  fathers. 

23  And  when  he  had  eaten  and  drunk,  he  saddled  his 
ass  for  the  prophet,  whom  he  had  brought  back. 

24  And  when  he  was  gone,  a  lion  found  him  iri  the 
way,  and  killed  him,  and  his  body  was  cast  in  the  way :  ! 
and  the  ass  stood  bv  him,  and  the  lion  stood  bv  the  dead 
body. 

25  And  behold,  men  passing  by,  saw  the  dead  body 
cast  in  the  way,  and  the  lion  standing  by  the  body.  And 
they  came  and  told  it  in  the  city,  wherein  that  old  prophet 
dwelt. 

26  And  when  that  prophet,  who  had  brought  him  back 
out  of  the  way,  heard  of  it,  he  said  :  It  is  the  man  of  God,  [ 
that  was  disobedient  to  the  mouth  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
Lord  hath  delivered  him  to  the  lion,  and  he  hath  torn 
him,  and  killed  him,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  j 
which  he  spo*e  to  him. 


27  Ai$d  he  said  to  his  sons  :  Saddle  me  an  ass.  And 
when  they  had  saddled  it, 

28  And  he  was  gone,  he  found  the  dead  body  cast  ia 
the  way,  and  the  ass  and  the  lion  standing  by  the  carciiss  ? 
the  lion  had  not  eaten  of  the  dead  body,  nor  hurt  the  ass. 

29  And  the  prophet  took  up  the  body  of  the  man  of 
God,  and  laid  it  upon  the  as3,  find  going  back  brought  it 
into  the  city  of  the  old  prophec,  to  mourn  for  him. 

30  And  he  laid  his  d?ud  body  in  his  own  sepulchre: 
and  they  mourned  over  him,  saying:  Alas!  alas,  my 
brother.  ^WPS  *wA   rf%pf*.ai  ^^™*HHjjHHKi 

31  And  when  they  had  mourned  over  him,  he  said  to 
his  sons:  When  I  arc;  dead,  bury  me  in  the  sepulchre 
wherein  the  man  oi  God  is  buried :  lay  my  bones  beside 
his  bones. 

32  For  assuredly  the  word  shall  come  to  pass  which  he 
hath  foretold  in  the  word  of  the  Lord,  against  the  altar  that 
is  in  Bethel :  and  against  all  the  temples  of  the  high  places 
that  are  in  the  cities  of  Samaria. 

33  After  these  words,  Jeroboam  came  not  back  from 
his  wicked  way :  but  on  the  contrary,  he  made  of  the 
meanest  of  the  people  priests  of  the  high  places :  whoso- 
ever would,  he  filled  his  hand,  and  he  was  made  a  priest 
of  the  high  places. 

34  And  for  this  cause  did  the  house  of  Jeroboam  sin, 
and  was  cut  oft",  and  destroyed  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Ahias  prophest'eth  the  destruction  of  the  family  of  Jerohoam.  He  dieth,  and 
is  succeeded  fa/  his  son  Nadab.  The  king  of  Egypt  talreth  and  piliayeth 
Jerusalem,    M/jboam  dieth,  and  his  son  Ahiam  succeedeth. 

AT  that  time  Abia,  the  son  of  Jeroboam,  fell  sick. 
2  And  Jeroboam  said  to  his  wife:   Arise,  and 
change  thy  dress,  that  thou  be  not  known  to  be  the  wife 
of  Jeroboam,  and  go  to  Silo,  where  Ahias,  the  prophet  is, 
"who  told  me  that  I  should  reign  over  this  people. 

3  Take  also  with  thee  ten  loaves,  and  cracknels,  and  a 

a  Supra,  xi.  31. 


Vbh.  18.  An  angrl  rpohe  to  me,  kc.  Tills  old  man  of  Ilethcl  wjis  indeed  a 
prnphet.  but  he  sinaed  iu  thus  deceiving  ttie  man  of  God ;  the  more,  because  he 
pretended  a  revelation  fur  what  he  did  (Ch.  W.) ;  though  he  did  it  with  a  good 
intention,  and  supposed  that  the  prophet  had  only  been  forbidden  to  eat  with  Jero- 
bo'iin  eiiiI  his  followers  Thci;(L  q.  4'2— This  lie  might  cuuse  him  to  be  styled 
"j:  false  prophet."  by  .J  crepitus.  Abulensii  thinks  he  was  a  wicked  man,  like 
Ba!nai!i ;  and  many  .suppose  that  he  W23  the  chief  instrument  in  deluding  the 
fang.  Josep.,  S.  Grcir.,  ifee. — After  the  man  of  (iod  had  been  torn  to  pieoes.  he 
might  easily  pei>uade  the  people  that  he  was  only  an  impostor,  and  that  the  pre- 
tended miracles  were  merely  the  effects  of  natural  causes.  It  is  not  certain  that 
this  man  was  inspired  by  God,  ver.  20. — Deceived.  Ileb.  11  he  lied  unto  him/' 
(C.)  and  thus  coiin-d  him  to  transgress.  Vf. 

Ver.  20.    Back.    Some  translate,  "whom  he  had  brought  back."  Junius. 
Syr.,  &e. — This  would  destroy  the  principal  prooi  of  those  who  esteem  the  man  ef 
Bethel  to  have  been  a  true  prophet.  C— Prut,  agree  with  usj  and  the  context 
seems  to  assert  th  :t  Cud  addressed  h!s  servant  by  another's  mouth.  H. 

Ver.  2-1.  Killed  him.  Thus  the  Lord  often  punishes  his  servants  here  that 
he  ni3y  spare  tbctn  hereafter.  For  the  generality  of  divines  are  of  opinion  that 
the  pin  of  this  prophet,  considered  with  all  its  circumstances,  was  not  mortAl. 
Ch.— He  had  i-eceived  a  positive  ordpr.  and  ought  to  have  tried  the  spirits,  whether 
they  were  fiom  God.  1  John  iv.  1 ;  Gul.  vi.  IB.  Every  prophecy  which  contradicts 
the  word  of  God  comes  from  an  evil  principle.  C. — The  prophet  might  suppose, 
however,  that  some  cause  had  inter vc ned,  winch  authorized  him  to  eat  with  this 
his  brother,  (ver.  30,)  whom  he  probably  revered  as  a  true  prophet.  Many  of 
God's  commands  ore  conditional.  H. — S.  Augustine  (Cura,  c.  7)  doubts  not  of 
the  prophet's  salvation. — Body,  without  even  hurting  the  ass.  ver.  28.  H.—  God 
protected  the  reJici  of  his  servant,  hy  flattening  the  lion  for  a  guard.  Pi-oeop.  M. 
—  How  impenetrable  areUhe  counsels  of  God !  He  suffers  Jeroboam,  and  the  pro- 
phet who  hnd  seduced  his  e-ervnnt,  tn  live ;  while  ho  punishes  the  latter  for  a  fault 
which  he  had  committed  undesignedly.  Bnt  he  thus  purified  him  from  guilt, 
(C.)  while  he  reserved  Jeroboam  for  more  lasting  torments  in  another  world.  II. 
—Nothing  could  prove  more  forcitly  the  existence  of  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ment*. C. 
37  fl 


Ver.  31.  Bones.  Sept.  add.  "that  my  bones  may  be  saved  along  with  his." 
The  conduct  and  faith  of  this  man  would  lead  us  to  conclude  that  he  had  done 
wrony,  without  any  malicious  design,  ver.  18.  H. 

Ver.  3"i.  Samaria.  The  city  was  built  by  Amri,  fifty  years  after  the  death 
of  Jeroboam.  Chap.  xvi.  94.  But  the  sacred  writer  speaks  of  places  by  the  namei 
which  they  bore  in  his  time.  C. — If  this,  man  was  a  prophet,  he  might  easily 
mention  Samaria,  which  would  give  its  nam«  to  the  kingdom  of  Israel.  There 
was  also  probably  a  village  of  this  name  long  before,  on  the  mountain  Sa/nir, 
where  one  of  the  judges  was  buried.  Judg.  x.  2.  H. 


Ver. 


Way.  Every  thing  promotes  the  salvation  of  the  just,  while  the 
wicked  perven  the  mo*t  gracious  designs  of  Providence  to  their  own  ruin.  The 
kin?  concluded  that  the  prediction  deserved  no  regard,  ver.  18.  C. — Meanest. 
Chap,  xih  31.    Thus  he  wished  tn  eradicate  oil  sense  of  religion.  H- 

Veh.  34.  Earth.  Heb.  "to  destroy  it  from  the  face  of  the  earth."  The 
Vulg.  insinuates  that  it  had  tak^n  place  before  the  author  wrote.  In  the  third 
year  of  Asa,  twenty-two  yean*  after  this  revolt,  Baa^a  slew  the  whole  family. 
Chap.  xv.  20. 

CHAP.  XIV.  Ver.  1.  Tine.  This  expression  does  not  determine  the  year. 
3.  Chry3.t  &c. — The  passage  in  the  Vat.  Sept.  seems  to  place  this  death  before 
Jeroboam  ascended  the  throne;  bnt  it  took  place  rather  at  the  end  of  his  reign, 
ver.  14.  Abia  seems  to  have  been  his  eldest  Eon.  and  fit  for  command ;  so  that 
the  people  mourn  for  him,  which  thoy  would  hardly  have  done  for  an  infant.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Ures*.  As  if  the  prophet,  who  could  dive  into  futurity,  could  ba 
thus  imposed  upon.  Jeroboam  WAS  aware  that  he  would  be  full  nf  indignation  at 
the  changes  which  had  been  introduced.  He  mijht  also  fear  lest  hi*  wife  might 
be  exposed  to  danger  in  (C.)  or  near  (H.)  tlie  enemy's  country,  (C.)  and  thr 
pcopio  would  huvc  been  more  convinced  of  the  vanity  of  their  idols*  if  they  had 
seen  that  it  was*  aece*>ary  to  have  recourse  to  a  prophet  of  the  trua  God.  M.— 
The  mother  might  ask  without  the  lce^t  suspicion,  "  Will  my  son  recover  ?rt 

Ver.  3.  Cracfoute*  Keb.  nohlim,  "cakes  fall  of  holes,"  ic.  Jos.  ig,  12. 
C. — Sept.  give  a  double  translation,  11  cakea  and  rai>ina/'  Arab.  M  fruiu."  Syr, 
adds  "  dried.1'  It  wa*  customary  to  nuike  jrerentnto  tbe  prophet*.  2  Kinga  is 
7-     — But  these  were  mean,  that  the  woman  mirhi:  nor  ho  known.  P. 
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III.  KINGS 


Chap.  XIV. 


pot  of  honey,  and  go  to  him  :  for  he  will  tell  thee  what 
will  become  of  this  child. 

4  Jeroboam's  wife  did  as  he  told  her :  and  rising  up, 
went  to  Silo,  and  came  to  the  house  «f  Ahias ;  but  he 
could  not  see,  for  his  eyes  were  dim  by  reason  of  his  age. 

5  And  the  Lord  said  to  Ahias :  Behold  the  wife  of 
Jeroboam  cometh  in,  to  consult  thee  concerning  her  son, 
that  is  sick  :  thus  and  thus  shalt  thou  speak  to  her.  So 
when  she  was  coming  in,  and  made  as  if  she  were  another 
woman,      *  a  rT  -ty 

6  Ahias  heard  the  sound  of  her  feet,  coming  in  at  the 
door,  and  said:  Come  in,  thou  wife  of  Jeroboam:  why 
dost  thou  feign  thyself  to  be  another?  But  I  am  sent  to 
thee  with  heavy  tidings. 

7  Go,  and  tell  Jeroboam :  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  Israel :  Forasmuch  as  I  exalted  thee  from  among 
the  people,  and  made  thee  prince  over  my  people  Israel ; 

8  And  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the  house  of  David, 
and  gave  it  to  thee,  and  thou  hast  not  been  as  my  servant, 
David,  who  kept  my  commandments,  and  followed  me 
with  all  his  heart,  doing  that  which  was  well  pleasing  in 
my  sight : 

9  But  hast  done  evil  above  all  that  were  before  thee, 
and  hast  made  thee  strange  gods,  and  molten  gods,  to 
provoke  me  to  anger,  and  hast  cast  me  behind  thy  back : 

10  Therefore,  behold  I  will  bring  evils  upon  the  house 
of  Jeroboam,  and14  will  cut  off  from  Jeroboam  him  that 
pisseth  against  the  wall,  and  him  that  is  shut  up,  and  the 
last  in  Israel  :  and  I  will  sweep  away  the  remnant  of  the 
house  of  Jeroboam,  as  dung  is  swept  away  till  all  be  clean. 

11  Them  that  shall  die  of  Jeroboam  in  the  city,  the 
dogs  shall  eat :  and  them  that  shall  die  in  the  field,  the 
birds  of  the  air  shall  devour :  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

12  Arise  thou,  therefore,  and  go  to  thy  house:  and 
when  thy  feet  shall  be  entering  into  the  city,  the  child 
phall  die,  !aiwt 

13  And  all  Israel  shall  mourn  for  him,  and  shall  bury 
him :  for  he  only  of  Jeroboam  shall  be  laid  in  a  sepulchre, 
because  in  his  regard  there  is  found  a  good  word  from  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  in  the  house  of*  Jeroboam. 

14  And  the  Lord  hath  appointed  himself  a  king  over 

•  Infra,  ir.  29.— b  2  Par.  xti.  13. 


Israel,  who  shall  cut  off  the  house  of  Jeroboam  in  this 
dav,  and  in  this  time : 

15  And  the  Lord  God  shall  strike  Israel  as, a  reed. is 
shaken  in  the  water:  and  he  shall  root  up  Israel  out  of 
this  good  land,  which  he  gave  to  their  fathers,  and  shall 
scatter  them  beyond  the  river :  because  they  have  made 
to  themselves  groves,  to  provoke  the  Lord. 

16  And  the  Lord  shall  give  up  Israel  for  the  sins  o{ 
Jeroboam,  who  hath  sinned,  and  made  Israel  to  sin. 

17  And  the  wife  of  Jeroboam  arose,  and  departed,  and 
came  to  Thersa:  and  when  she  was  coming  in  to  the 
threshold  of  the  house,  the  child  died, 

18  And  they  buried  him.  And  all  Israel  mourned  for 
him,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke 
by  the  hand  of  his  servant  Ahias,  the  prophet. 

19  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  how  he 
fought,  and  how  he  reigned,  behold  they  are  written  in 
the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

20  And  the  clays  that  Jeroboam  reigned,  were  two  and 
twenty  years:  and  he  slept  with  his  fathers;  and  Nadab, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

21  "And  Roboam,  the  son  of  Solomon,  reigned  in 
Juda :  Roboam  was  one  and  forty  years  old  when  he  be- 
gan to  reign:  and  he  reigned  seventeen  years  in  Jerusa- 
lem, the  city  which  the  Lord  chose  out  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel  to  put  his  name  there.  And  his  mothers  name  was 
Naama,  an  Ammoniless. 

22  And  Juda  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
provoked  him  above  all  that  their  fathers  had  done,  in 
their  sins  which  they  committed. 

23  For  they  also  built  them  altars,  and  statues,  and 
groves,  upon  every  high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree: 

24  There  were  also  the  effeminate  in  the  land,  and 
they  did  according  to  all  the  abominations  of  the  people, 
whom  the  Lord  had  destroyed  before  the  face  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel. 

25  cAnd  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Roboam, 
Sesac,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up  against  Jerusalem. 

26  And  he  took  away  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  king's  treasures,  and  carried  all  off:  as  also 
the  shields  of  gold  which  dSolomon  had  made: 

e  A.  M.  30S0.— d  Sjpra,  x.  16. 


Yen.  9,  Strange  gods j  that  is,  foreign  gods:  which  expression  destroys  the 
opinion  of  those  who  imagine  that  Jeroboam  designed  by  his  calves  to  worship 


the  Lord  find  of  Israel.  Ch.— Back.    Lit  "  body. 

Yep..  10.  Wail.  Every  male  child,  or  every  dog.  See  1  Kings  xxv.  22.  H. 
—The  Heb.  word  mnstin,  in  Spanish  and  French,  signifies  "a  shepherd's  dog." 
— Israel.  This  proverbial  expression  signifies,  that  even  those  who  keep  at  home, 
and  meddle  not  with  the  affairs  of  war,  will  not  escape  (C.)  ;  nor  shall  those  who 
have  run  away  from  the  field  of  battlo,  ( H.J  nor  the  most  precious  or  contempt- 
ible things  be  spared.  DeuU  wrxil.  3G;  4  Kings  xiv.  20.  M. 

Vp.it/l3.  Worii  from.  Heb.  or  "  thought  towards."  Grot.— He  has  enter- 
tained sentiments  of  piery  (C.J  In  the  midst  of  a  wicked  court;  therefore  God 
will  hasten  to  drew  him  out  of  the  midst  of  iniquity.  H. 

VER.  14.  l  ime.  Prot.  u  But  what?  even  now."  Tiie* young  prince,  (H.) 
who  was  the  firmest  support  of  the  furnily,  was  presently  harried  away.  Abia, 
king  of  Jnda,  slew  above  600,000  of  Jeroboam'*  subjects;  at  oneo;  and  Baasa  ex- 
terminated his  family.  C. — Tho  lt-tter  had  now  begun  his  conspiracy.  Abulensis. 

Vbr.  15.    IVatcr.    Tlia  kingdom  of  Isrncl  was  continually  agitated  with  wars.  I 
-•Pirrr  Euphrates,  by  degrees.    The  kings  of  Assyria  verified  tlieae  predictions; 
and  we  know  not  what  is  hecome  of  these  ten  tribes.  C. — To  provoke.  These 
people  cV-d  not  perhaps  design  (H.)  to  make  God  their  enemy,  no  more  than  their 
king  did.  Ver.  9.    But  their  actions  had  that  effect. 

TUB,  16.    Sin.    This  is  the  common  effect  of  evil  example-  in  kings.  The 
srrm^.  of  kings  are  seldom  oon  fined  to  their  own  persons.  C. 

V*iiK.  17.  Thersa.  Sept.  jiiurra  us  that  Jeroboam  had  ImiU  this  place,  which 
they        Sarira  while  he  wiis  employed  by  Solomon.    No  wonder,  therefore. 


that  it  is  not  mentioned  by  Josue.  Its  exact  situation  is  not  known,  though  it 
must  have  been  very  delightful,  since  Solomon  compares  the  spouse  to  it.  C. — 
Where  wc  read  sxcect,  (Cant.  vi.  3,  J  Heb.  bus,  "  Thou  art  beautiful .  .  as  Thersa, 
and  comely  as  Jerusalem."  Hither  Jeroboam  had  removed  his  court  from 
Sichem.  T. — House.  Heb.  "door,"  or  gate  of  the  city,  when  the  prophet  had 
denounced  that  the  child  should  die,  (ver.  12,)  unless  the  palace  was  contiguous 
to  tho  walls.  H. 

Ver.  19.  The  Book  of  the  teorde  cf  tho  days  of  the  kings  of  ImA  This 
book,  which  i3  often  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Khigs,  is  long  since  lost  For  rj 
to  the  books  of  ParaHpomencn,  or  Chronicles,  (which  the  Hebrews  call  ihi 
xcords  of  the  days,)  they  were  certainly  written  after  the  flook  of  Kini^,  since 
they  frequently  refer  to  them  (Ch.) ;  and  they  also  remit  us  to  these  journals  for 
further  information.  H.  , 

Veb.  21.  Forty.  Some  suspect  there  is  a  mistake,  end  that  it  should  he 
twenty-one.  Pee  1  Par.  xxii  5.  Grotius.  D. — Hardouin  dates  from  the  o?ra  of 
Solomon.  Robnara  was  young,  In  the  Scripture  style.  But  he  might  be  forty* 
one  yeais  old-  Chap.  xii.  10.  C. 

Ver.  23.  Sigh  hill.  Such  places  of  devotion  had  been  tolerated  before  tta 
temple  was  built  :  but  now  they  were  deemed  profane.  C. 

Ver.  £4.  77(i?  effeminate.  Catamites,  or  men  addicted  to  an  natural  lust.  Ch. 
— This  crime  had  been  punished  in  the  Sodomites,  and  in  the  people  of  Chana&n. 
and  of  Benjamin.  Yet  they  continued  prevalent  in  the  country.  Chap.  xv.  12, 
and  4  Kings  xxiiL  7,  and  Isa.  ii.  6,  and  2  Mac.  iv.  12.  C. 

Ver.  2o.    Scsac.    See  chap.  xi.  40.    lie  was  allied  to  Jeroboam,  (C.)  so  that 
he  might  come  to  his  assistance,  fH.)  being  attracted  by  the  immense  riches 
Jcru&uieis.  C. 
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L-HAP.  XV. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XV. 


27  And  Roboam  made  shields  of  brass  instead  of  them, 
and  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  the  captains  of  the 
shield-bearers,  and  of  them  that  kept  watch  before  the 
•Tate  of  th£  king's  house. 

28  And  when  the  king  went  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  they  whose  office  it  was  to  go  before  him,  carried 
them :  and  afterwards  they  brought  them  back  to  the 
Armoury  of  the  shield-bearers. 

29  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Roboam,  and  all  that  he 
did.  behold  they  are  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of 
the  days  of  the  kings  of  Juda. 

30  And  there  was  war  between  Roboam  and  Jeroboam 

31  And  Roboam  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
with  them,  in  the  city  of  David :  and  his  mother's  name 
was  Naama,  an  Ammonitess  ;  and  Abiam,  his  son,  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

CHAP.  XV. 

27ie  acts  of  Abiam,  and  of  Asa,  kings  of  Juda.    And  of  Xadab,  and  Saasa, 

kings  of  Israel. 

"TVTOW  ain  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jeroboam, 
J3I    the  son  of  Nabat,  Abiam  reigned  over  Juda. 

2  He  reigned  three  years  in  Jerusalem  ;  "the  came  of 
his  mother  was  Maacha,  the  daughter  of  Abessalom. 

3  And  he  walked  in  all  the  sins  of  his  father,  which  he 
had  done  before  him :  and  his  heart  was  not  perfect  with 
the  Lord  his  God,  as  was  the  heart  of  David,  his  father. 

4  But  for  David's  sake  the  Lord  his  Cod  gave  him  a 
lamp  in  Jerusalem,  to  set  up  his  son  after  him,  and  to 
establish  Jerusalem  : 

5  Because  David  had  done  that  which  was  right  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  had  not  turned  aside  from  any  thing 
(hat  he  commanded  him,  all  the  days  of  his  life,'  except 
the  matter  of  Urias,  the  Hethite. 

6  But  there  was  war  between  Roboam  and  Jeroboam 
all  the  time  of  his  life. 

•  A.  M.  .1046,  A.  C.  558.— *  2  Par.  xiii.  2.—*  2  Kincs  xi.  H  — <  2  Tar.  xffi.  S. 


7  And  the  rest  of  the  words  of  Abiam,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda?d  And  there  was  war  be- 
tween Abiam  and  Jeroboam 

8  And  Abiam  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried 
him  in  the  city  of  David:*  and  Asa,  his  son,  reigned  in 

his  stead.    &jwAtjy  M^Mii^im^^  rSfefr ' pi ? 

9  So  in  the  ftwentiethyearof  Jeroboam,  king  of  Israel, 
reigned  Asa,  king  of  Juda, 

10  And  he  reigned  one  and  forty  years  in  Jerusalem. 
His  mother's  name  was  Maacha,  the  daughter  of  Abes- 
salom. 

1 1  And  Asa  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of 
i  the  Lord,  as  did  David,  his  father: 

12  And  he  took  away  the  effeminate  out  of  the  land, 
and  removed  all  the  filth  of  the  idols,  which  his  father  had 
made. 

13  Moreover,  he  also  removed  his  mother,  Maacha, 
from  being  the  princess  in  the  sacrifices  of  Priapus,  and 
in  the  grove  which  she  had  consecrated  to  him ;  and  he 
destroyed  her  den,  and  broke  in  pieces  the  filthy  idol,  and 
burnt  it  by  the  torrent  Cedron  : 

14  But  the  high  places  he  did  not  take  away.  Never- 
theless, the  heart  of  Asa  was  perfect  with  the  Lord  all  his 
days : 

15  And  he  brought  in  the  things  which  his  father 
had  dedicated,  and  he  had  vowed,  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  silver  and  gold,  and  vessels. 

16  And  there  was  war  between  Asa,  and  Baasa,  king 
of  Israel,  all  their  days. 

17  cAnd  Baasa,  king  of  Israel,  went  up  against  Juda, 
and  built  Rama,  that  no  man  might  go  out  or  come  in  of 
the  side  of  Asa,  king  of  Juda. 

18  Then  Asa  took  all  the  silver  d  gold  that  remain- 
ed in  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and  delivered  it  into  the 

•  2  Par.  xiv.  1.— r  A.  M.  3049,  A.  C.  955.— «  2  Par.  xvi.  J.  A.  M.  3«1.  A,  C.  953. 


Veis.  30.  Ahcays.  The  two  kingdoms  were  constantly  divided,  and  did  each 
other  all  the  harm  they  could :  though  we  know  not  that  they  ever  came  to  a 
pitched  battle.    Ii.tboam  was  too  threat  a  coward.  2  Par.  xiii.  7. 

Ver.  31.  Itohonm.  lie  deserved  some  commendation  for  procuring  provi- 
sions, and  fortifying  his  dominions  (2  Par.  xi.  5,  12)  ;  but  was  a  prince  devoid  of 
wisdom  or  religion  lie  married  eighteen  wives  and  sixty  concubines.  The  sou 
»f  Maacha.  his  most  favourite  queen,  succeeded  hira.  after  lie  had  reigned  seventeen 
years,  and  lived  fifiy-eight.  C. — Semeias  and  Adiio  wrote  his  history.  -  Par.  xii.  15. 

CHAP.  XV.  Veh.  2.  Years,  wanting  some  months- — Kaaclui.  She  is  called, 
elsewhere,  Michaia,  daughter  of  Oriel ;  but  it  was  u  common  thing  in  those  daya 
for  the  same  person  to  have  iwo  names.  Ch. — Abessalom  and  Ab-'alcm,  the  son  of 
David,  are  the  same.  2  Par.  xi.  21.  C. — Jerom  (Trad.)  is  of  adifleivnt  opinion.  , 
M.— Jo&ephus  (viii.  10)  iutima:es  that  .Maacha  was  daughter  of  Tbuinar.  The 
eldest  daughter,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ge»»ur,  seems  to  have  been  Usually  styled 
Maacha.  Ver.  10.  T. 

Ver.  5.  Hethite.  This  could  not  be  excused.  But  all  his  other  imperfec- 
tions might  not  appear  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  as  they  had  some  pretext 
of  virtue ;  so  that  God  reserves  the  judgment  of  them  to  himself,  and  to  David's 
conscience,  who  confessed  that  he  had  sinned.  2  Kings  xxiv.  10.  T. — Except 
Vacid,  JEzi'chias,  and  Josias,  ail  the  kings  of  Juda  committed  sin  (Eceli.  xlix. 
5.  C) ;  and  not  one  of  those  who  ruled  over  Israel  gave  an  example  of  virtue,  ii. 

Vek.  6.  Roboam.  This  had  been  remarked,  chap.  xiv.  30.  H.— There  was 
a  domestic  quarrel  between  the  two  families.  O. — Some  suspect  that  Roboam  is 
placed  to  designate  his  successors,  or  that  we  ought  to  read,  Abia.  Sanchez. 

Ver.  9.    Year  complete,  when  the  21st  was  running  on.  Usuei. — Sept.  "the 
24th."  C— But  Grabe's  edition  airees  with  the  Ileb.  II. 

Ver.  10.  His  mother's,  Slc.  That  is,  his  grandmother;  unle-s  we  suppose, 
which  is  not  impi-obable,  that  the  Maacha  here  named  is  different  from  tho  Maacha 
mentioned  ver.  2.  Ch. — She  was  probably  another  grand -daughter  of  David's 
son,  (C.)  as  such  are  frequently  styled  simply  daughters.  So  David  is  calltd  the 
father  of  Asa,  (ver.  11.  H.*)  though  he  was  really  his  great-grandfather.  M. 

Ver.  13.  Priapus.  He  would  not  spare  such  abominations  in  his  own  family. 
M. — He  took  froii  his  mother  the  direction  of  the  palao,  (Vatab.)  and  hor  eur_~i*. 
Grot 
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Ver.  14.  The  high  places.  There  were  excelso,  or  high  places,  of  two 
different  kinds.  Some  were  set  up  end  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  idols,  or 
strange  gods:  and  these  Asa  removed.  2  Par.  xiv.  2.  Others  were  only  altars  of 
the  true  God.  but  were  erected  contrary  to  tiie  law,  which  allowed  of  no  sacrifices 
hut  in  the  temple  j  and  these  were  not  removed  by  Asa.  Ch. — They  had  been 
built  before  the  temple,  and  tolerated  by  the  prophets  (C);  and  though  they 
were  now  improper  for  sacrifices,  (H.)  Asa  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
molest  them,  (C.J  as  perhaps  he  could  not  take  them  away.  D. — He  left  aha  the 
ruius  of  (H.)  the  temples  built  by  Solomon,  (W.)  on  Mount  Olivet,  (4  Kings 
xxiii.  M.)  as  no  longer  dangerous.  Salien. — Lord.  Asa  had  his  fmlts;  but  never 
f  >rsook  the  worship  of  the  Lord.  Ch. — In  the  same  sonse  David  Is  so  often 
praisi-d  as  a  just  prince.  Asa  threw  a  prophet  into  prison,  and  placed  his  trust  as 
much  in  physicians,  &c.  2  Par.  xvi.  10,  12.  But  he  did  penance,  and  deserves  la 
be  ranked  (C.)  among  the  few  just  kings  of  Juda.  H. 

Tbb.  15.  Voiced.  Heb.  "  which  hi;  himself  had  dedicated,"  or  voiced.  2  Par. 
xv.  18.  H. — Asa  made  liberal  prei-euis  to  the  Lord,  and  gave  what  his  father  had 
promised,  (M.)  probably  during  the  famous  bottle  against  Jeroboam.  2  Par.  xiii. 
5.  Abuleus.  q.  17.— Abiam  was  a  wicked  prince,  aad  had  neglected  this  duty, 
though  be  reigned  three  years.  Hence  he  was  slain  by  God.  Ib.  v.  20.  It  seema 
that  heirs  were  bound  to  execute  the  vows  of  their  parents  *hough  Moses  does  not 
express  it.  C. 

Ver.  16.  Tlitrir  days:  not  that  they  were  always  flgnting.  H. — Open  war 
was  declared  only  in  the  35th  t/ear  of  Asa,  (2  Far.  xv.  19,)  which  must  be  dated 
from  the  schism,  and  uot  from  the  commencement  of  his  reign  j  since  his  rival, 
Baasa,  enjoyed  the  sovereignty  only  twenty-four  years,  and  died  in  the  Sfith  of 
Asa.  which  was  theSb'cU  from  the  division  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

Ver.  17.  Rama,  fortifying  it  with  a  icall  all  round.  2  Pur.  xvi.  H. —  Roma 
signifies  "  a  height."  This  fort  commanded  a  narrow  pass  between  the  two 
kingdoms.  (C.)  and  cut  off  a!!  communication;  which  Baasa  dreaded,  lest  his 
subjects  should  return  to  the  service  of  the  true  Cod,  and  of  Judo.  H.— Jottw 
(xviii.  25)  mentions  Rama,  near  Gabaon..  (C.)  about  five  milrs  north  of  Jeru- 
salem. S.  Jerom.— There  was  another  towards  tiie  south.  M. — But  there  the  king 
of  Israel  would  have  no  power.  H, 

V'cu.  18.    House.    Sesac  had  not  carried  off  all  the  treasures.  (C.)  and  the 
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Chap.  XV. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XVL 


hands  of  his  servants :  and  sent  them  to  Benadad,  son  of 
Tabremon,  the  son  of  Hezion,  king  of  Syria,  who  dwelt 
in  Damascus,  saying: 

19  There  is  a  league  between  me  and  thee,  and  between 
my  father  and  thy  father  :  therefore  I  have  sent  thee 
presents  of  silver  and  gold :  and  I  desire  thee  to  come, 
and  break  thy  league  with  Baasa,  king  of  Israel,  that  he 
may  depart  from  me. 

20  Benadad,  hearkening  to  king  Asa,  sent  the  captains 
of  his  army  against  the  cities  of  israel,  and  they  smote 
Ahion,  and  Dan,  and  Abel -bet h-maaoha,  and  all  Ceneroth ; 
that  is,  all  the  land  of  Ncphtali. 

4J1  And  when  Baasa  had  heard  this,  he  left  off  building 
Rama,  and  returned  into  Thersa. 

22  But  king  Asa  sent  word  into  all  Juda,  saying :  Let 
no  man  be  excused ;  aud  they  took  away  the  stones  from 
Rama,  and  the  timber  thereof,  wherewith  Baasa  had  been 
building,  and  with  them  king  Asa  built  Gabaa  of  Benja- 
min, and  Maspha. 

23  But  the  rest  of  all  the  acts  of  Asa,  and  all  his 
strength,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  the  cities  that  he  built, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days 
of  the  kings  of  Juda?  But  in  the  time  of  his  old  age  he 
was  diseased  in  his  feet. 

24  And  he  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with 
them  in  the  city  of  David,  his  father.0  And  Josaphat,  his 
son,  reigned  in  his  place. 

25  But  I\adab,  the  son  of  Jeroboam,  reigned  over  Is- 
rael the  second  yearb  of  Asa,  king  of  Juda  :  and  he  reigued 
over  Israel  two  vears. 

26  And  lie  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked 
in  the  ways  of  his  father,  and  in  his  sins,  wherewith  he 
made  Israel  to  sin. 

27  And  Baasa,  the  son  of  Ahias,  of  the  house  of  Issa- 
char,  conspired  against  him,  and  slew  him  in  Gebbethon, 
which  is  a  city  of  the  Philistines  :  for  Nadab  and  all  Israel 
besieged  Gebbethon. 

28  So  Baasa  slew  him  in  the  third  year  cof  Asa,  king 
of  Juda,  and  reigned  in  his  place. 

2.9  dAnd  when  he  was  king,  he  cut  off  all  the  house  of 
Jeroboam  :  he  left  not  so  much  as  one  soul  of  his  seed, 
till  he  had  utterly  destroyed  him,  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  "which  he  had  spoken  in  the  hands  of  Ahias, 
the  Silonite : 


■  2  Pat.  xvlL  1.-^  A.  M.  WO,  A.  C.  954.— *  A.  M.  3051. Infra,  xxl  22.— •  3upVa.  x\r.  10. 

Ios«es  had  been  einco  in  a  great  measure  repaired,  ver.  15.  II.— Asa  thought  him- 
self justified  in  employing  these  treasures  in  such  u  preying  necessity,  (C.)  perhaps 
(II.)  without  reason,  88  the  danger  wus  not  so  great;  and  be  might  have  gained 
the  victory  without  having  recom-se  to  an  infidel,  if  he  had  placed  more  confidence 
In  Q-id.  2  Par.  xvi.  7,  9.  M. — lie  bad  already  discomfited  Zara.  k;nj?  of  Ethiopia, 
and  had  nn  army  of  580.000  men.  C.  S  Par.  xiv.  8. — Tabremon,  "Good  Hem- 
moa,"  idol  of  Damascus.  H. — Hezion,  the  same  with  Hazon.  Chap.  xi. 
23.  M. 

Ver.  20.  Ahhn,  cr  Ain,  remote  in  the  north,  whence  Theglarhphalasar  took 
away  captives,  (4  Kings  xv.  29,)  is  perhaps  the  Enan  of  Ezer"  xlviii.  1.  Num. 
xxxiv.  9.  —Afaacha.  In  Paral.  Abel-maim,  "  Abala  of  the  waters."  2  Kings  xx. 
14. — Ceneroth,  near  the  sea  of  Tiberias.  Jos.  xi.  2.  Benadad  kept  possession  of 
tome  of  these  places,  and  even  built  streets  in  Samaria.  Chap.  xx.  34. 

Ver.  22.  Excused.  "When  the  counter  is  to  be  derended,  all  exemptions 
cense. "  Leg.  ult.  C. — Sept.  seem  to  preserve  the  terms  of  the  original  untrans- 
lated, "  Asa  called  a!i  .  .  to  Annacim."  Heh.  am  noki,  (H.)  means,  M  no  oue 
exempt."  C. — Rama  belonged  to  the  enemy  ;  and.  as  it  appears  from  this  passage, 
wa*  in  the  vicinity  of  Maspha.  H. — Gabaa,  the  city  of  Saul,  (M.)  adding  fresh 
fortifications,  as  this  and  Maspha  were  frontier  towns  against  the  inroads  of 
brael.  H. 

Van.  23.    Strength.    Sept.  "  dynasty,"  or  power,  whether  of  his  dominions 


30  Because  of  the  sin  of  Jeroboam,  which  he  had 

sinned,  and  wherewith  he  had  made  Israel  to  sin,  and  for 

the  offence  wherewith  he  provoked  the  Lord,  the  God  oi 
Israel.  rtt*  «S  v^cf  :  tQm  'J&ci&fy  hstjsosi  , 

31  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Nadab,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
davs  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

32  And  there  was  war  between  Asa  and  Baasa,  the  king 
of  Israel,  all  their  days. 

33  In  the  third  'year  of  Asa,  king  of  Judo,  Baasa,  the 
son  of  Ahias,  reigned  over  all  IsraeJ,  in  Thersa,  four 
and  twenty  years. 

34  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  tlio 
ways  of  Jeroboam,  and  in  his  sins,  wherewith  he  made  Is- 
rael to  sia.        &8&^.m}  ,mh%  V  fwwfsM??  tii  tMjjMrV 

CHAP.  XVL 

Jehu  prophesieth  against  Baasa:  his  son  Eta  is  slain,  and  all  his  family 
destroyed  by  Zambri;  of  (he  reitjn  of  Antri,  father  of  Achab. 

FTlflEN  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jehu,  the  son  of 
JL   Hanani,  against  Baasa,  saying  : 

2  Forasmuch  as  I  have  exalted  thee  out  of  the  dustj 
and  made  thee  prince  over  my  people  Israel,  and  thou 
hast  walked  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam,  and  hast  made  my 
people  Israel  to  sin,  to  provoke  me  to  anger  with  their 
sins  : 

3  Behold  I  will  cut  down  the  posterity  of  Baasa,  and 
the  posterity  of  his  house,  and  I  will  make  thy  house  as 
the  house  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  iS'abat. 

4  pHim  that  dieth  of  Baasa  in  the  city,  the  dog:  sh-a" 
cat :  and  him  that  dieth  of  his  in  the  country,  the  fowls  of 
the  air  shall  devour. 

5  ''But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Baasa,  and  all  that  he  did, 
and  his  battles,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the 
words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

6  So  Baasa  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in 
Thersa :  and  Ela,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

7  And  when  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  in  the  hand 
of  Jehu,  the  son  of  Hanani,  the  prophet,  against  Baasa, 
and  against  his  house,  and  against  all  the  evil  that  he  had 
done  before  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to  anger  by  the 
works  of  his  hands,  to  become  as  the  house  of  Jeroboam  : 
for  this  cause  he  slew  him ;  that  is  to  say,  Jehu,  the  son  of 
Hanani,  the  prophet. 

8  In  the  'six  and  twentieth  year  of  Asa,  king  of  Juda, 

f  A.  M.  3051.— *  Supra,  iIt.  11.— b  j  Par.  xri.  1.— »  A.  M.  S074,  A-  C.  630. 


or  of  his  person.  C.—Feet,  with  the  »rour,  (M.)  three  years  before  his  death  He 
did  not  confide  in  the  Lord  sufficiently.  2  Par  xvi.  12. 

Ver.  25.  Two  years.  Incomplete' ;  since  he  commenced  his  rei?n  in  the  second, 
and  died  iu  the  third  year  of  Asa.  ver.  28.  C. — Xadab  was  the  first  king  of  Israel 
who  fell  a  prey  to  The  fqry  of  his  subjects.  Salien,  A.  C.  971. 

Ver.  27.  OAbeihon,  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  occupied  by  the  Philistines.  It  was 
often  attacked.  Chap.  xvi.  15.  C. 

Ver.  20.  Jeroboam.  The  author  of  schism  is  punished  in  his  posterity.  W. 
—The  body  of  Nadab  was  left  imburied.  Chap.  xiv.  11.  M. 

CHAP.  XVI.  Ver.  1.  Jehu  was  different  from  one  of  the  same  name  and 
parentage  who  came  to  Josaphat  (S  Par.  xix.  2.  D.  T.);  though,  if  Baasa  did 
not  put  him  to  death,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  doubt,  lie  might  be  the  same,  ver 
7.  C. — Hanani  had  been  sent  to  Ami.  2  Par.  xvi.  7.  Abulens.  q.  3. 

Vek.  2.  I  have.  All  power  comes  from  God,  though  he  frequently  disap- 
proves of  the  means  by  which  people  obtain  it.  H. — Baasa  was  a  traitorons 
usurper. 

Ver.  3.  Posterity,  (potteriora.  H.)  children,  mid  all  that  he  shall  leave 
behind.  C. — Baasa  himseif  died  a  natural  death,  ver.  tj.  Salicn. 

Ver.  7.  The  ecit,  to  punish  it.  M. — He,  God,  slew  him,  Baasa,  (C.)  o» 
"because  the  latter  slesr"  Nadab,  ic.  Grotius. — God  puuished  his  usurpatiei 
and  murders.  C. 
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Ela,  the  »on  of  Baasa,  reigned  over  Israel,  in  Thersa,  two 
years. 

9  And  his  servant  Zambri,  who  was  captain  of  half  the 
horsemen,  rebelled  against  him  :  now  Ela  was  drinking 
in  Thersa,  and  drunk  in  the  house  of  Arsa,  the  governor 
of  Thersa. 

10  'And  Zambri  rushing  in,  struck  him,  and  slew  him, 
in  the  seven  and  twentieth  year  of  Asa,  king  of  Juda; 
and  he  reigned  in  his  stead. 

11  And  when  he  was  king,  and  sat  upon  his  throne, 
he  slew  all  the  house  of  Baasa,  and  he  left  not  one  thereof 
to  piss  against  a  wall,  and  all  his  kinsfolks  and  friends.  , 

12  And  Zambri  destroyed  all  the  house  of  Baasa,  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  he  had  spoken  to 
Baasa,  in  the  hand  of  Jehu,  the  prophet, 

13  For  all  the  sins  of  Baasa,  and  the  sins  of  Ela,  his 
son,  who  sinned,  and  marie  Israel  to  sin,  provoking  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  with  their  vanities. 

14  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ela,  and  all  that  he  did, 
are  thev  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  I 

35  In  the  seven  and  twentieth  year  bof  Asa,  king  of 
Juda,  Zambri  reigned  seven  days  in  Thersa :  now  the 
army  was  besieging  Gebbethon,  a  cilv  of  the  Philistines. 

16  And  when  they  heard  that  Zambri  bad  rebelled, 
and  slain  the  king,  all  Israel  made  Amri  their  king,  who 
was  general  over  Israel  in  the  camp  that  day. 

17  And  Amri  went  up,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  from 
Gebbethon,  and  they  besieged  Thersa. 

18  And  Zambri,  seeing  that  the  city  was  about  to  be 
taken,  went  into  the  palace,  and  burnt  himself  with  the 
king's  house :  and  he  died 

19  In  his  sins,  which  he  had  sinned,  doing  evii  before 
the  Lord,  and  walking  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam,  and  in 
his  sin,  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin. 

20  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zambri,  and  of  his  con- 
spiracy and  tyranny,  are  thev  not  written  in  the  Book  of 
the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

21  Then  were  the  people  of  Israel  divided  into  two 
parts:  one  half  of  the  people  followed  Thebni,  the  son  of 
Gineth,  to  make  him  king :  and  one  half  followed  Amri. 

22  But  the  people  that  were  with  Amri,  prevailed 
over  the  people  that  followed  Thebni,  the  son  of  Gineth : 
and  Thebni  died,  and  Amri  reigned. 
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23  In  the  one  and  thirtieth  year  cof  Asa,  king  of  Juda, 
Amri  reigned  over  Israel  twelve  years :  in  Thersa  lit 
reigned  six  years. 

24  And  he  bought  the  hill  of  Samaria  of  Somer,  for 
two  talents  of  silver:  and  he  built  upon  it,  and  he  called 
the  city  which  he  built  Samaria,  after  the  name  of  Somer, 
the  owner  of  the  hill. 

25  And  Amri  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
acted  wickedly  above  all  that  were  before  him. 

26  And  he  walked  in  all  the  way  of  Jeroboam,  the  son 
of  Nabat,  and  in  his  sins,  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to 
sin :  to  provoke  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  to  anger 
with  their  vanities. 

27  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Amri,  and  the  battles 
he  fought,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words 
of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

28  Andd  Amri  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
in  Samaria,  and  Achab,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

29  Now  Achab,  the  son  of  Amri,  reigned  over  Israel 
in  the  eight  and  thirtieth  year  of  Asa,  king  of  Juda.  And 
Achab,  the  son  of  Amri,  reigned  over  Israel  in  Samaria 
two  and  twenty  years. 

30  And  Achab,  the  son  of  Amri,  did  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  above  all  that  were  before  him. 

31  Nor  was  it  enough  for  him  to  walk  in  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat :  but  he  also  took  to  wife 
Jezabel,  daughter  of  Ethbaal,  king  of  the  Sidonians.  And 
he  went,  and  served  Baal,  and  adored  him. 

32  And  he  set  up  an  altar  for  Baal,  in  the  temple  of 
Baal,  which  he  had  built  in  Samaria; 

33  And  he  planted  a  grove:  and  Achab  did  more  to 
provoke  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  than  all  the  kings  of 
Israel  that  were  before  him. 

34  In  his  days  Hiel,  of  Bethel,  built  Jericho:  in 
Abiram,  his  first-born,  he  laid  its  foundations :  and  in  his 
youngest  son,  Segub,  he  set  up  the  gates  thereof :  accord- 
ing  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  in  the  hand 
of  Josue,  the  son  of"  Nun. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

Elias  shitttcth  up  the  heavens  from  raining,    He  is  fed  by  ravens,  and  after- 
tcards  by  a  widow  <jf Sarephta.    He  raistth  the  widow's  son  to  life. 

AND'  Elias  the  Thesbite,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Galaad, 
said  to  Achab:  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  God  of 
Israel,  in  whose  sight  I  stand,  there  shall  not  be  dew 

*  Job.  vi  2fl.— *  EcclL  xlviiL  I;  James  v.  17,    A,  M.  cirritcr  3092,  A*  C.  3i2. 
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Ykr.  9-  Horsemen.  Heb.  "chariots/*  Sept.  Rebelled.  Heb.  con- 
spired." H. — He  acred  privately  at  first.  St. — Governor.  Heb.  ''steward  of  h:s  i 
houso."  Ch&l,  and  Arab.  "in  the  tcmplo  of  the  idol  Arsa/'  the  earthy  whom  the  | 
pagrws  worshipped  as  the  mother  of  gods  and  men;  unless  Arsa  be  put  for  Asera,  | 
or  Astorte.  C* 

Ver.  *6.    All  Ittady  that  was  in  the  army,  while  others  took  part  with 
Zambri.  Vt\ 

Veil  18.    Himself    Hob*  may  also  signify,  "  ho  (Amri)  burnt  him."— Zam* 
fcri,  his  rival    Bat  the  other  sen^e  is  more  natural.  C. 

Ver.  21.  Parts.  Those  who  had  not  chosen  Amri  were  mortified  at  the 
election  made  by  the  army,  and  therefore  set  up  another  kir:-.  C.— The  contest 
seems  to  have  lasted  four  years.  Houhigant. 

Veii.  22.    DJi-d  in  the  battle,  wherein  Amri  prevailed.  M. 

Ver.  23.  In  the  one  and  thirtieth  year.  kc.  Amri  began  to  reign  in  the 
Kvep  and  twentieth  year  of  Asaj  but  hod  not  the  quw*t  possession  of  the  king- 
dom till  the  death  of  his  competitor.  Thebni,  which  in  the  one  and  thirtieth 
year  of  Asa's  reign.  Cb. —  Twelve  years  in  all,  (W  1  comprehending  the  four  of 
civil  wrcr ;  eix  at  'J'hvrsa*  end  two  in  Samaria.  Houhigant. 

Ver.  24.     Silver:  O&lL  Is.  6ri.  sterling,  Arbuthnot.— Corner  dwelt  there; 
and  several  houses  had  been  already  erected,  (chap.  xiii.  32,)  and  even  streets*  by 
Ike  fcir.tr  of  Syria,  for  the  convenience  of  his  merchants.  Chap.  xx.  34.  H. —  i 
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Thersa  had  lately  been  so  much  ruined  by  civil  wars,  that  Aran  thought  proper 
to  choose  a  new  sea:  of  government.  Samaria  was  greatly  adorned  by  succeeding 
king*.  Chap.  xxii.  30.  It  Mood  in  a  delightful  and  commanding  situation,  and 
pare  its  name  to  the  adjacent  territory,  and  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  Israel. 
£enadad  besieged  it  twice;  and  Salmanasar  took  it,  Hyrcanus  levelled  it  with 
the  ground. 

Ver.  31.  JezabtH^  whose  name  is  become  proverbial,  to  designate  a  proud, 
lewd,  cruel,  and  impious  woman.  Apoc.  ii.  20.  She  was  the  chief  promoter  of  all 
the  evils  of  Achab's  reign.  He  did  not  in*!*!  tbat  she  should  embrace  the  true 
religion,  whea  he  married  her ;  as  it  is  supposed  former  kings  had  done,  when 
they  espoused  women  who  had  been  brought  up  in  idolatry.  C- — He  oven  intro- 
cucea  ner  coanzry*  xeois.  ana  «nu6  ennoneea  upon  the  wickedness  of  his  pre* 
decessors.  H, 

Ver.  34.  Hand.  Josue  had«comrnitted  this  curse  to  writing.  H. — Hiel,  an 
idolater,  did  not  regard  it,  and  Achab  had  not  zeal  to  attempt  to  hinder  him. 
But  Divine  Providence  punished  his  audacity,  C — AH  his  Perished  while 
the  city  was  rebuilding.  W.    See  Jos.  vi,  26.  C. 

CIJAP.  XVII.  Ver.  1-  Elia$  means,  "the  strong  God."  a«me  Greeks  da* 
rive  the  name  of  the  prophet  from  f/Xtoc,  "the  sun,"  improperly.  His  parentage 
is  not  known,  nor  even  his  tribe.  Tbflaoe  was  situated  in  the  tribe  of  Gad,  Th6 
Fathers  agree  that  Elias  never  was  marrird.    Ho  seem-  to  have  had  no 
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Chap.  XVIII. 


oor  rain  these  years,  but  according  to  the  words  of  my 

mouth.  , 

2  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying: 

3  Get  thee  hence,  and  go  towards  the  east,  and  hide 
thyself  by  the  torrent  of  Carith,  which  is  over  against  the 
Jordan ; 

4  And  there  thou  shalt  drink  of  the  torrent :  and  I 
have  commanded  the  ravens  to  feed  thee  there. 

6  So  he  went,  and  did  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord  :  and  going,  he  dwelt  by  the  torrent  Carith,  which 
is  over  against  the  Jordan. 

6  And  the  ravens  brought  him  bread  and  flesh  in  the 
morning,  and  bread  and  rlesh  in  the  evening;  and  he 

drank  of  the  torrent. 

7  But  a after  some  time  the  torrent  was  dried  up:  for 
it  had  not  rained  upon  the  earth. 

8  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying: 

9  Arise,  and  go  to  Sarephta,  of  the  Sidonians,  and 
dwell  there :  for  I  have  commanded  a  widow  woman 
there  to  feed  thee. 

10  bHe  arose,  and  went  to  Sarephta.  And  when  he 
was  come  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  he  saw  the  widow  woman 
gathering  sticks,  and  he  called  her,  and  said  to  her:  Give 
me  a  littie  water  in  a  vessel,  that  I  may  drink. 

11  And  when  she  was  going  to  fetch  it,  he  called  after 
her,  saying :  Bring  me  also,  I  beseech  thee,  a  morsel  of 
bread  in  thy  hand. 

12  And  she  answered :  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  I 
have  no  bread,  but  only  a  handful  of  meal  in  a  pot,  and  a 
little  oil  in  a  cruise :  behold  I  am  gathering  two  sticks, 
that  1  may  go  in  and  dress  it,  for  me  and  my  son,  that  we 
may  eat  it  and  die. 

13  And  Elias  said  to  her :  Fear  not;  but  go,  and  do  as 
thou  hast  said  :  but  first  make  for  me  of  the  same  meal  a 
little  hearth-cake,  and  bring  it  to  me,  and  after  make  for 
thyself  and  thy  son. 

14  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel :  The  pot 
of  meal  shall  not  waste,  nor  the  cruise  of  oil  be  diminished, 
until  the  day  wherein  the  Lord  will,  give  rain  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

15  She  went,  and  did  according  to  the  word  of 
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Elias:  and  he  eat,  and  she,  and  ter  house:  and  from 
that  dav 

16  The  pot  of  meal  wasted  not,  and  the  cruise  of  oil 
was  not  diminished,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lore 
which  he  spoke  in  the  hand  of  Elias. 

17  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  th  t  the  son  of  the 
woman,  the  mistress  of  the  house,  fell  sicJv,  and  the  sick- 
ness was  very  grievous,  so  that  there  was  no  breath  left 

in  bim,  .^ciibu  toft' ■'ftiji" 

18  And  she  said  to  Elias:  What  have  I  to  do  with 

thee,  thou  man  of  God  ?  art  thou  come  to  me,  that  m\ 

iniquities  should  be  remembered,  and  that  thou  shoulds* 
kill  my  son ! 

19  And  Elias  said  to  her :  Give  me  thy  son.  And  he 
took  him  out  of  her  bosom,  and  carried  him  into  the 
upper  chamber  where  he  abode,  and  laid  him  upon  hi* 

own  bed.   .  .s^ia  j£  ta&i 

20  And  he  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  said :  0  Lord,  my 
God,  hast  thou  afflicted  also  the  widow,  with  whom  I  am 
after  a  sort  maintained,  so  as  to  kill  her  son  ?  ' 

21  Aud  he  stretched,  and  measured  himself  upon  the 
child  three  times,  and  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  said  :  0 
Lord,  my  God,  let  the  soul  of  this  child,  1  beseech  thee, 
return  into  his  body. 

22  And  the  Lord  heard  the  voice  of  Elias :  and  the 
soul  of  the  child  returned  into  him,  and  he  revived. 

23  And  Elias  took  the  child,  and  brought  him  down 
from  the  upper  chamber  to  the  house  below,  and  delivered 
him  to  his  mother,  and  said  to  her:  Behold  thy  son  liveth. 

24  And  the  woman  said  to  Elias :  Now  by  this  I 
know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  the  word  of  the 
Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  true. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

Elias  cometh  before  Achab.     He  concinceth  the  false  prophets  by_  bringing 

Jirefrom  heaven  :  lie  ob'uineth  rain  by  h:s  prayer. 

A  FTER  cmany  days,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
XjL  Elias,  in  the  third  year,  saying :  Go,  aud  show  thy- 
self to  Achab,  that  I  may  give  ram  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

2  And  Elias  went  to  show  himself  to  Achab,  and  there 
was  a  grievous  famine  in  Samaria. 

«  A.  M.  309G,  A.  C.  908. 


abede ;  but  was  sent  to  the  house  of  Israel  to  maintain  the  cause  of  the  true  God, 
with  the  most  active  and  generous  zeal.  Chap  xviii.  13,  and  xix.  10.  H — I  stand, 
to  servo  (Num.  iii.  6)  aud  pray.  James  v.  17  ;  Luke  iv.  25.  He  calls  God  to  wit- 
ness, like  S.  Paul-  Gal.  i.  20. — Mouth.  Stupendous  power  and  assurance  of  the 
prophet,  with  which  the  pagans  have  nothing  to  compare.  C. — God  had  threat- 
ened bis  people  with  drought,  If  they  proved  faithless.  Deut.  xxviii.  24.  Elias 
begs  that  this  punishment  may  now  serve  to  open  their  eyes.  T. 

Vbb.  3.  Carith,  between  Sauiarif  and  the  Jordan.  It  was  a  torrent  or  val- 
ley. C. 

Vbr.  4.  Ravens.  Heb.  eaurbim,  (H.)  is  sometimes  rendered  "Arabs."  by 
the  Vulg.  2  Par.  xxi.  16.  Others  would  translate,  "  merchants,"  or  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Arabo,  which  was  near  Carith.  They  suppose  that  the  ravens,  being:  un- 
clean birds,  would  never  have  been  employed.  But  they  were  only  forbidden  to 
be  eaten  or  touched  when  dead ;  and  God  is  not  restricted  by  his  own  laws.  He 
might  thus  choose  to  display  his  wonderful  providence.  8.  Jerom  relates  how 
S.  Paul,  the  first  hermit,  was  fed  thus  by  a  raven,  with  half  a  loaf  a  day ;  and  a 
whole  one  was  sent  when  S.  Anthony  went  to  see  him.  C.  ^ 

Vek.  6.  And  Jiesh.  So  the  Heb.,  &c.  But  some  copies  of  the  Sept.  have, 
u  bread  in  the  morning,  aud  flesh  in  the  evening."  Theod  q.  52.  C. 

Vbr.  7.  Some  time.  Lit.  "  after  days,"  (H.)  which  some  explain  of  a  year ; 
others,  of  half  that  time,  or  less,  as  the  torrent  would  not  be  long  supplied  with 
a-ater. 

Vbr.  9.  Sidonians,  and  nearer  their  city  than  it  was  to  Tyre.  C. — Com- 
winded,  or  provided  that  she  shall  feed  thee.  So  he  commanded  the  ravens. 
Ver.  4.  M. — II  appears  that  the  widow  had  received  no  precise  intimation.  Ver.  12. 


She  was  not  an  Israelite,  (Luke  iv.  25,)  but  probably  a  pagan.  S.  Chrys.,  &c. 
— Many  suppose  that  Elias  did  not  know,  at  first,  "that  she  was  to  entertain 
him.  C. 

Ver.  13.  First.  He  puts  the  faith  of  the  widow  to  a  severe  trial;  and  the 
gospel  requires  nothing;  more  perfect  than  what  she  practised.  The  true  faith, 
which  she  then  received,  was  her  first  and  most  precious  recompence ;  and  we 
shall  so'ja  see  that  her  truest  drew  down  blessings  upon  her.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Until)  nor  for  some  rime  afterwards;  otherwise  they  would  still 
have  been  in  danger  of  perishing,  as  the  corn  could  not  grow  immediately.  Salien, 
A.  C.  029. 

Ver.  18*  Remembered.  Have  I  not  waited  upon  thee  with  sufficient  atten- 
tion? or  have  not  thine  eyes  been  able  to  bear  with  my  imperfections?  H-— 
Before  thy  arrival  God  seemed  not  to  notice  my  transgressions.  She  is  convinced 
that  "all  just  punishment  presupposes  an  offence."  S.  Aug.  Retract.  1,9.  Tln> 
child  died,  like  Lazarus,  for  the  greater  glory  of  God.  Id.  ad  Simp.  ii.  5.  John 
xi.  4.  \V. 

Ver.  21.    Times,  in  honour  of  the  blessed  Trinity.  M. — He  put  himself  in  tin? 
posture  as  if  to  co-operate  with  God  in  warming  the  child ;  as  Eliseus  die  ' 
(4  Kings  iv.  34,)  as  well  as  S.  Paul,  (Acta  xx.  10,)  and  S.  Benedict.  8.  Greg 
Dial.  ii.  82.    This  posture  represented  the  condescension  of  Jesus  Christ  in  assum- 
ing our  nature,  to  give  us  life ;  and  the  Old  Testament  affords  few  more  strikin 
figures  of  this  union.  C.  S.  Aug.  ser.  201,  de  Temp.  S.  Bern.  16,  in  Cant.  T. 

CHAP.  XVIII.  Ver.  1.  Year  of  his  sojourning  at  Sarephta.  As  other  six 
months  elapsed  before  the  drought  was  removed,  it  is  probable  that  Elias  hat? 
spent  them  at  Carith.  S.  James  v.  17.  C. 
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3  And  Achab  called  Abdias  the  governor  of  his  house : 
qow  Abdias  feared  the  Lord  very  much. 

4  For  when  Jezabel  killed  tlie  prophets  of  the  Lord, 
he  took  a  hundred  prophets,  and  hid  them  by  fifty  and 
fifty  in  caves,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and  water. 

5  And  Achab  said  to  Abdi&s:  Go  into  the  land  unto 
all  fountains  of  waters,  and  into  all  valleys,  to  see  if  we 
can  find  grass,  and  save  the  horses  and  mules,  that  the 
beasts  may  not  utterly  perish. 

6  And  they  divided  *he  countries  between  them,  that 
they  might  go  round  about  them  :  Achab  went  one  way, 
and  Abdias  another  way  bv  himself. 

7  And  as  Abdias  wa«  m  (he  way,  Elias  met  him :  and 
he  knew  him,  and  Tell  on  his  face,  and  said:  Art  thou 
my  lord  Elias  ? 

8  And  he  answered  :  I  am.    Go,  and  tell  thy  master : 

Elias  is  here. 

9  And  he  said  :  What  have  I  sinned,  that  thou  wouldst 
deliver  me,  thy  servant,  into  the  hand  of  Achab,  that  he 
should  kill  me  ? 

10  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  there  is  no  nation  or 
kingdom,  whither  my  lord  hath  not  sent  to  seek  thee: 
and  when  all  answered :  He  is  not  here :  he  took  an 
oath  of  every  kingdom  and  nation,  because  thou  wast  not. 

found.  \jS^>  v?^*  *    1  ^*  %&$*f'.~. '■  ~ 

1 1  And  now  thou  sayest  to  me :  Go  and  tell  thy  mas- 
ter:  Elias  is  here. 

12  And  when  I  am  gone  from  thee,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  will  carry  thee  into  a  place  that  I  know  not :  and  I 
shall  go  in  and  tell  Achab ;  and  he,  not  finding  thee,  will 
kill  me :  but  thy  servant  feareth  the  Lord  from  his  infancy. 

13  Hath  it  not  been  told  thee,  my  lord,  what  I  did 
when  Jezabel  killed  the  prophets  of  the  Lord ;  how  I  hid 
a  hundred  men  of  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  by  fifty  and 
fifty  in  caves,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and  water  ? 

14  And  now  thou  sayest :  Go  and  tell  thy  master : 
Elias  is  here :  that  he  may  kill  me. 

15  And  Elias  said  :  As  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before 
whose  face  I  stand,  this  day  I  will  show  myself  unto  him. 

16  Abdias  therefore  went  to  meet  Achab,  and  told 
him  :  and  Achab  came  to  meet  Elias. 


17  And  when  he  had  seen  him,  he  said:  Art  thou  he 
that  troublest  Israel  ? 

18  And  he  said:  I  have  not  troubled  Israel,  but  thou 
and  thy  father's  house,  who  have  forsaken  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  and  have  followed  Baalim. 

19  Nevertheless  send  now,  and  gather  unto  me  all  Is- 
rael, unto  Mount  Carmel,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  foui 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  prophets  of  the  groves  four 
hundred,  who  eat  at  Jezabel's  table. 

20  Achab  sent  to  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  gathered 
together  the  prophets  unto  Mount  Carmel. 

21  And  Elias  coming  to  all  the  people,  said:  How 
long  do  you  halt  between  two  sides  ?  If  the  Lord  be  God, 
follow  him  :  but  if  Baal,  then  follow  him.  And  the  peo- 
ple did  not  answer  him  a  word. 

22  And  Elias  said  again  to  the  people :  I  only  remain 
a  prophet  of  the  Lord  :  but  the  prophets  of  Baal  are  four 
hundred  and  fiflv  men. 

23  Let  two  bullocks  be  given  us,  and  let  them  choose 
one  bullock  for  themselves,  and  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  lay 
it  upon  wood,  but  put  no  fire  under :  and  I  will  dress  the 
other  bullock,  and  lay  it  on  wood,  and  put  no*  fire  un- 
der it. 

24  Call  ye  on  the  names  of  your  gods,  and  I  will  call 
on  the  name  of  my  Lord  :  and  the  God  that  shall  answer 
by  fire,  let  him  be  God.  And  all  the  people  answering, 
said  :  A  very  good  proposal. 

25  Then  Elias  said  to  the  prophets  of  Baal :  Choose 
you  one  bullock  and  dress  it  first,  because  you  are  many : 
and  call  on  the  names  of  your  gods;  but  put  no  fire 
under. 

26  And  they  took  the  bullock,  which  he  gave  them, 
and  dressed  it :  and  they  called  on  the  name  of  Baal  from 
morning  even  until  noon,  saying:  O  Baal,  hear  us.  But 
there  was  no  voice,  nor  any  that  answered :  and  they 
leaped  over  the  altar  that  they  had  made. 

27  And  when  it  was  now  noon,  Elias  jested  at  them, 
saying :  Cry  with  a  louder  voice :  for  he  is  a  god ;  and 
perhaps  he  is  talking,  or  is  in  an  inn.  or  on  a  journey ;  or 
perhaps  he  is  asleep,-  and  must  be  awaked. 

28  So  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  cut  themselves 


Ver.  6.  Himself.  So  Providence  ordered  it,  that  the  prophet  might  declare 
his  sentiments  to  him  freely.  H. — Achab  would  gn  in  person,  another  way,  that 
he  might  not  bo  imposed  upon.  He  was  more  solicitous  for  his  cattle  than  for  hU 
subjects.  M. 

V  en.  9.    Kill  me,  as  an  impostor,  or  an  accomplice  of  thy  escape,  if  afterwards 
thou  shouldst  disappear.  Ver.  12.  C. 

Vee.  10.  An  onth  of  every  kingdom,  adjuring  all  his  neighbours  to  tell  if 
they  knew  any  thing  about  Elias.  H. — Achab  wished  to  make  him  res  tor**  rain,  or 
to  punish  him  for  the  refusal.  C— How  stupid  must  he  have  been  not  to  perceive 
that  God  was  punirrtiing  hiro!  H. 

Ver.  12.  Spirit.  Abdias  supposed  that  the  prophet  had  been  transported  to 
some  unknown  conn  try,  (C.)  as  he  was  afterwards  to  paradi-i'.  His  disciples 
imagined,  by  a  violent  wind.  4  King*  M  IG.  H. — Thus  the  Spirit*of  the  Lord 
took  away  Philip,  (Acts  viii.  SO,)  and  conducted  Jesus  into  the  desert.  Matt.  iv. 
Is  Marki.  12.  C. — Infancy.  This  he  mentions  that  the  prophet  might  take 
pity  on  him.  M. 

Vbr.  13.  A  hundred.  Hence  we  mBy  judge  how  numerous  they  were. 
The^e  prophets  were  not  perhaps  all  inspired ;  but  they  had  such  at  their  head ; 
and  spent  their  time  in  working  and  in  the  Divine  praises.  They  were  the  salt 
and  light  of  the  earth,  the  pillars  of  the  true  religion,  against  whom  Jezabel  bent 
ail  her  fury  during  the  first  years  of  the  drought.  C. 

Vee.  16.    Meet  Elias,  out  of  respect,  (Abulensis,)  or  rather  to  upbraid  him. 

Ver.  17.    Troublest  Israel?  Thus  the  wicked  esteem  those  disturbers  of  the 
public  repose,  who  will  not  sufFer  them  to  go  on  in  their  wickedness  unmolested. 
Thus  the  Jews  complain  of  Jesus  Const.  Lutco  xxiii.  5.   Such  a  war  is  better  than 
a  false  peace :  and  Achab,  in  fact,  proclaims  the  praise  of  Elias,  who  strove  by  I 
»*asv  means  to  make  the  people  open  their  eyes  and  return  to  their  God.  C. 
384 


Ver.  10.  Fifty,  attached  to  Baal,  and  fed  by  the  king;  while  the  prophets  of 
tlie  groves,  or  of  Astarte.  lived  at  the  queen's  er.pcnse.  They  imitated  the  lives 
of  the  true  prophet*,  to  delude  the  people. — Ccrmrt  was  long  after  famous  for  the 
worship  of  Apollo,  wuo  whs  the  same  with  Baal,  or  the  sun.  Jos.  xix.26.  C— No 
mention  is  made  of  rain ;  but  it  was  understood  that  it  would  bo  given,  when  the 
people  should  assemble  to  hear  God's  determination.  M. — Achab  durst  not  there- 
fore refuse  to  convoke  them.  H, 

Vek.  SI.  Sides;  sometimes  adoring  God  ;  at  other  times  the  devil.  C— Such 
an  expo:-iulation  ought  to  be  made  to  those  who  are  indifferent  about  religion.  Vv. 
— You  cannot  serve  tico  masters.  C— They  wished  to  unite  the  service  of  both, 
foolishly  supposing  that  there  might  be  many  gods;  as  some,  at  present,  assert 
that  many  religions  may  be  pleasing  to  Heaven.  H. 

Ver.  22.  /.  Ileb."  repeats  "  I,"  to  make  the  contrast  more  striking.  Elias 
alone  was  present,  in  this  assembly,  as  the  prophet  of  the  Lord.  H. —  He  kn?w 
that  Abdias  had  preserved  one  hundred;  but  they  were  concealed. — Men.  The 
other  four  hundred  of  Jezabel  did  not  appear. 

Veil  24.  Call  ye.  He  does  not  order  them  to  invoke  idols  :  but  challenges 
thera  to  prove  their  divinity,  if  they  c&n.—ByJire.  On  such  trying  occasions,  it 
is  not  Jpmpting  God  to  asK  for  a  miracle.  God  had  given  this  proof  of  fire  re- 
peatedly. Gen.  xv.  17  ;  Lev.  i?;.  24,  und  2  Par.  vil.  1. 

Ver.  26.  That  they.  Heb.  "which  ho  < Actio* )  had  made"  (G.)j  a, 
M  which  was  made."  H. — The  altar  of  Elias  was  erected  afterwards,  Ver.  30.  The 
prophets  ot  Baal  acted  in  a  foolish  manner,  (C.)  as  if  in  jest,  but  really  despairing 
of  success.  H. 

Vek.  27.  Talking  to  some  of  his  prophets,  (C.)  or  in  deep  contem- 
plation. Mont.— An  inn.  Sept.  "giving  oracles  ;n  or,  "ho  is  pursuing" 
Pagnln- 
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Chap.  XIX. 


after  their  manner  with  knives  and  lancets,  till  they  were 
all  covered  with  blood. 

29  And  after  mid-day  was  past,  and  while  they  were 
prophesying,  the  time  was  come  of  offering  sacrifice,  and 
there  was  no  voice  heard,  nor  did  any  one  answer,  nor 
regard  them  as  they  prayed. 

30  Elias  said  to  all  the  people :  Come  ye  unto  me 
And  the  people  coming  near  unto  him,  he  repaired  the 
altar  of  the  Lord,  that  was  broken  down  : 

31  And  he  took  twelve  stones,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of  Jacob,  to  whom  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came,  saying:  "Israel  shall  be  thy  name. 

32  And  he  built  with  the  stones  an  altar  to  the  name 
of  the  Lord:  and  \&  made  a  trench  for  water,  of  the 
breadth  of  two  furrows,  round  abo\it  the  altar. 

33  And  he  laid  the  wood  in  order,  and  cut  the  bullock 
in  pieces,  and  laid  it  upon  the  wood. 

34  And  he  said  :  Fill  four  buckets  with  water,  and 
pour  it  upon  the  burnt-offering,  and  upon  the  wood. 
And  ajrain  he  said  :  Do  the  same  the  second  time.  And 
when  they  had  done  it  the  second  time,  he  said  :  Do  the 
same  also  the  third  time.   And  thev  did  so  the  third  time. 

35  And  the  water  run  round  about  the  altar,  and  the 
trench  was  filled  with  water. 

36  And  when  it  was  now  time  to  offer  the  holocaust, 
Elias,  the  prophet,  came  near  and  said  :  0  Lord  God  of 
Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Israel,  show  this  day  that  thou 
art  the  God  of  Israel,  and  1  thy  servant,  and  that  accord- 
ing to  thy  commandment  I  have  done  all  these  things. 

37  Hear  me,  0  Lord,  hear  me:  that  this  people  may 
earn  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and  that  thou  hast 
umed  their  heart  again. 

38  Then  the  fire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  consumed  the 
holocaust,  and  the  wood,  and  the  stones,  and  the  dust, 
and  licked  up  the  water  that  was  in  the  trench. 

39  And  when  all  the  people  saw  this,  they  fell  on  their 
faces,  and  they  said :  The  Lord,  he  is  God ;  the  Lord,  he 
is  God. 

40  And  Elias  said  to  them  :  Take  the  prophets  of  Baal, 
and  let  not  one  of  them  escape.    And  when  they  had 

■  Gen.  xxxii.  28. 


Ver.  28.  Blood.  Strange  infatuation  !  which  has,  nevertheless,  prevailed  in 
many  pagan  mysteries  and  conntries. 

Vek.  29.  Prophesying,  "acting like  fools"  (Chal.)  ;  performins  their  super- 
stitious rites,  and  singing  the  praises  of  their  god,  &c.  C. — Sacrifice,  by  Elias, 
who  had  aligned  all  the  morning  to  Baal's  prophets.  Perhaps  he  waited  till  the 
time  of  the  evening  sacrifice.  Exod.  xxix.  38.  M. 

Veh.  30.  Down,  by  the  false  prophets,  whose  fury  the  people  now  repressed. 
T.— The  nltar  might  have  been  erected,  under  the  judges,  lawfully.  C. 

Ver.  31.  Twelve  stones,  (as  Excd.  xxiv.,  &c, )  intimating  that  he  acted  in 
the  name  of  all  (M.) ;  and  in  order  that  all  Israel  might  return  with  one  heart  to 
the  service  of  God.  H. — The  prophet  did  not  follow  his  own  spirit  in  erecting  this 
altar.  C. 

Ver.  32.  Furrows.  Heb.  "  of  two  (seah)  measures  of  seed."  These  furrows 
Elias  filled  with  water,  to  impede  the  natural  activity  of  fir'1,  and  to  show  the 
miracle  in  a  more  striking  light  (H.);  as  also  to  convince  all  that  there  was  no 
deceit. 

Ver.  34.    Tim*.    So  that  the  wood  was  less  disposed  to  catch  fire.  M. 

Ver.  37.    Again.    This  effect  ho  hoped  for  from  the  miracle. 

Vhr.  38.  Trench,  as  if  it  had  been  of  an  inflammable  nature.  Julian  himself 
wa-*  forced  to  acknowledge  this  miracle.  "  This,"  suys  he,  "  once  happened  under 
Mo'ss,  and,  a  long  while  after,  again  under  Elias.  the  Thesbite." 

^  BR.  40.  Cison,  at  the  foot  of  Carniel.  Adrichomius. — Achab  durst  not  pro- 
tect his  prophet*,  being  confounded  by  the  evidence  of  tho  miracle,  (M.)  and  the 
nasnimity  of  the  people's  cry.  H. — Killed  them,  by  God's  inspiration,  (C.)  as 
i»  posters,  who  had  deluded  the  people,  and  were  worthy  of  death. 

1  BR.  44.    Knees,  *ji  fervent  and  humble  orayer.    G:od  made  his  servant  wait 
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taken  them,  Elias  brought  them  down  to  the  torrent  Cisoa, 
and  killed  them  there. 

41  And  Eiias  said  to  Achab:  Go  up,  eat  and  drink: 
for  there  is  a  sound  of  abundance  of  rain. 

42  Achab  went  up  to  eat  and  drink .  and  Elias  went 
up  lo  the  top  of  Carmel,  and  casting  himself  down  upon 
the  earth,  put  his  face  between  his  knees, 

'  43  And  he  said  to  his  servant :  Go  up,  and  look  to- 
wards the  sea.  And  he  went  up,  and  looked,  and  said '. 
There  is  nothing.  And  again  he  said  to  him :  Return 
seven  times. 

44  And  at  the  seventh  time:  Behold  a  little  cloud 
arose  out  of  the  sea  like  a  mans  foot.  And  he  said  :  Go 
up,  and  say  to  Achab  :  Prepare  thy  chariot,  and  go  dewn, 
lest  the  rain  prevent  thee. 

45  And  while  he  turned  himself  this  way  and  that  way, 
behoid  the  heavens  grew  dark,  with  clouds  and  wind,  and 
there  fell  a  great  rain.  And  Achab  getting  up,  went  away 
to  Jezrahel  : 

46  And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  Elias,  and  he 
girded  up  his  loins,  and  ran  before  Achab,  till  he  came  to 
Jezrahel. 

CHAP.  XIX. 

Elias, fleeing  from  Jezebel,  is  fed  by  an  angel  in  the  desert:  and  by  the 
strength  of  that  food  walketh  forty  days,  tiil  he  cometh  to  Horeb,  where  he 
hath  a  vision  of  God. 

AND  Achab  told  Jezabel  all  that  Elias  had  done,  and 
how  he  had  slain  all  the  prophets  with  the  sword. 

2  And  Jezabel  sent  a  messenger  to  Elias,  saying  :  Such 
and  such  things  may  the  gods  do  to  me,  and  "add  stiil 
more,  if  by  this  hour  to-morrow  I  make  not  thy  life  as  the 
life  of  one  of  them. 

3  Then  bElias  was  afraid,  and  rising  up,  he  went 
whithersoever  he  had  a  mind :  and  he  came  to  Bersaoee 
of  Juda,  and  left  his  servant  there, 

4  And  he  went  forward,  one  days  journey  into  the 
desert.  And  when  he  was  there,  and  sat  under  a  juniper- 
tree,  he  requested  for  his  soul  that  he  might  die,  and  said : 
It  is  enough  for  me,  Lord  ;  take  away  my  soul ;  for  I  am 
no  better  than  my  fathers. 

*  A.  M.  309?,  A.  C.  907. 


seme  time  before  he  granted  his  request,  that  he  might  not  give  wav  to  vanity. 
The  people  were  not  present,  so  that  there  was  no  danger  of  their  being  scandal- 
ized. M. 

Vkk.  44.    Sea,  the  Mediterranean,  which  conld  be  seen  from  Carmel.  H.  

Hence  the  rain  commonly  came  in  that  country.  Luke  xii.  54. 

Ver.  46.  Before  Achab,  notwithstanding  the  king  was  drawn  by  horses,  fC.) 
and  EJias  was  advanced  in  years.  Chap.  xix.  4.  M.— The  invigorating  spirit  gave 
him  such  strength  and  agility,  (H.)  as  Jezrahel  was  12  or  15  leagues,  (C.)  or 
about  36  miles,  from  Carmel.  C. 

CHAP.  XIX.  Ver.  3.  Afraid.  Heb.  "  he  saw,  arose,  aud  went  for  his  life." 
H. —  He  was  aware  of  a  woman's  anger.  Eccli.  xxv.  S3.  Though  he  goes  intre- 
pidly to  meet  Achab,  he  flees  before  a  woman,  God  being  desirous  that  he  should 
exercise  humility.  Theod.  q.  57,  fee. — Mind,  to  escape  notice.  M. — Bersabee.  at 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  kingdom  of  Juda,  perhaps  50  leagues  from  Samaria, 
and  live  more  from  Jezrahel.  C. — Servant,  tho  boy  whom  he  had  raised  to  life. 
Abulensis. 

Vkk.  4.  Desert.  It  seems,  towards  Horeb.  C — Tree.  Heb.  Rothom,  which 
term  the  Sept.  retain,  "Rathmen."  Sym.  has,  "a  shade."  H. — Die.  Elias 
requested  to  die,  not  out  of  impatience  or  pusillanimity,  but  out  of  zeal  against  sin ; 
and  that  he  might  no  longer  be  witness  of  the  miseries  of  his  people,  and  the  war 
they  were  waging  against  God  and  bis  servants.  See  ver.  10.  Ch. — He  does  not 
wish  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Jezabel,  lest  the  idolaters  should  triumph  :  but  ho  is 
willing  to  die,  if  God  so  order  it.  C— Mathathias  entertained  the  like  sentiments. 
1  Mac.  ii.  7. — Fat furs :  that  I  should  live  longer  than  they  did.  M.  Eccli.  xxx. 
17. — If  ho  had  been  weary  of  life,  why  did  be  flee  I  HU  answer  to  Achab  showi 
that  Ue  was  by  no  means  timid.  C. 
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Chap.  XIX. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XX 


5  And  he  cast  himself  down,  and  slept  in  the  shadow 
of  the  juniper-tree :  and  behold  an  angel  of  the  Lord 
touched  him,  and  said  to  hira  :  Arise  and  eat. 

6  He  looked,  and  behold  there  was  at  his  head  a  hearth- 
cake,  and  a  vessel  of  water :  and  he  ate  and  drank,  and  he 

fell  asleep  again. 

7  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  again  the  second 
time,  and  touched  him,  and  said  to  him :  Arise,  eat :  for 
thou  hast  yet  a  great  way  to  go. 

8  And  he  arose,  and  ate  and  drank,  and  walked  in  the 
strength  of  that  food  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  unto  the 

Mount  of  God,  Horeb. 

9  And  when  he  was  come  thither,  he  abode  in  a  cave : 
and  behold  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  and  he 
said  to  him :  What  dost  thou  here,  Elias? 

10  And  he  answered:  With  zeal  have  I  been  zealous 
for  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  :  for  the  children  of  Israel  have 
forsaken  thy  covenant :  they  have  thrown  down  thy  altars, 
they  have  slain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword,  and  I  alone 
am  left,  and  they  seek  my  life  to  take  it  away. 

11  And  he  said  to  him :  Go  forth,  and  stand  upon  the 
mount  before  the  Lord  :  and  behold  the  Lord  passeth,  and 
a  great  and  strong  wind  before  the  Lord,  overthrowing 
the  mountains,  and  breaking  the  rocks  in  pieces :  but  the 
Lord  was  not  in  the  wind.  And  after  the  wind,  an  earth- 
quake :  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake. 

12  And  after  the  earthquake,  a  fire  :  but  the  Lord  was 
not  in  the  fire.  And  after  the  fire,  a  whistling  of  a  gentle 
air. 

13  And  when  Elias  heard  It,  he  covered  his  face  with 
his  mantle,  and  coming  forth,  stood  in  the  entering  in  of 
the  cave,  and  behold  a  voice  unto  him,  saying :  What 
dost  thou  here,  Elias  ?  And  he  answered  : 

14  With  zeal  have  I  been  zealous  for  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts:  'because  the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy 
covenant :  they  have  destroyed  thy  altars,  they  have  slain 

•  Rom.  xt  3.—*  4  Kings  ix.  1. 

Vbr.  7.  Go.  Heb.  "  the  journey  is  too  great  for  thee,"  without  this  support. 
H.— He  spent  forty  days  in  this  journey,  as  he  did  not  follow  the  straightest 
road.  C. 

Ver.  8.  In  the  strength  sf  that  food,  kc.  This  bread  with  which  Elias  was 
fed  in  the  wilderness  was  a  figure  of  the  bread  of  life,  which  we  receive  in  the 
blessed  sacrament :  by  the  strength  of  which  we  are  to  he  supported  in  our  journey 
through  the  wilderness  of  this  world,  till  we  come  to  the  true  mountain  of  God, 
and  his  vision  in  a  happy  eternity.  Ch.— Horeb  signifies  "  a  rock,  or  dry  wilder- 
ness." C. 

Ver.  10.  Altars.  Some  had  been  erected  by  the  prophets,  (E.)  a*  the  king 
would  suffer  none  to  go  to  Jerusalem.  H. — The  idolaters  threw  them  doicn.  Chap. 
xviii.30.  Such  altars  would  have  been  unlawful  in  Juda.  C— I  alone  am  left ; 
viz.  of  the  prophet*  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  or  of  the  ten  tribes  :  for  in  the  king- 
dom of  Juda  religion  was  at  that  time  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  under  the 

kings  Asa  and  Josaphat. 

Ver.  12.  Air.  Something  similar  happened  at  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  at 
the  promulgation  of  the  gospel.  Exod.  xix.  9,  16;  Acts  ii.  2.  The  Lord  was 
pleased  to  show  his  prophet  the  difference  between  the  two  laws :  the  one  was  full 
of  terror,  the  other  of  mildness.  Grotius. — He  insinuated  likewise  that  he  could 
Butty  exterminate  the  offenders,  but  he  chose  to  bear  patiently  with  them  (T.)  ; 
aud  taught  his  prophet  to  moderate  his  zeal,  and,  after  terrifying  sinners,  to  bring 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  by  gentle  means.  Sanctius.  C. — "  His  Spirit  is  most 
indulgent  and  mild  "  .  .  est  tenerte  serenitatis,  apertus  et  simplex.  Text.  c.  Mar- 
cion  23. 

Ver.  15.  Desert,  avoiding  the  towns  as  much  as  possible,  (C.)  and  travelling 
through  the  country  of  Ammon  to  Damascus.  M. — God  does  not  send  Elias  again 
into  the  midst  of  danger,  at  Achab's  court.  H.— Hazael.  God  exercises  his 
authority  over  all  nations,  and  disposes  of  crowns.  He  appoints  Hazael  to  punish 
his  people.  It  does  not  appear  that  Elias  performed  this  commission  in  person, 
but  bv  the  hand  of  Eliseus.  4  Kings  viii.  12.  Neither  do  we  find  that  Hazael 
was  anointed,  but  he  was  "declared  kkigf  in  which  sense  the  term  is  used. 

Judg.  ix.  8.  8alien.  C. 
Ver.  16.    Jehu,  the  son  of  Josaphat,  (4  Kings  ix.  2,)  and  grandson  of  Nam**. 
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thy  prophets  with  the  sword ;  and  I  alone  am  left,  and 
they  seek  my  life  to  take  it  away. 

15  And  the  Lord  said  to  him .  Go,  and  return  on  thy 
way,  through  the  desert,  to  Damascus :  and  when  thou 
art  come  thither,  thou  shalt  anoint  Hazael  to  be  king  over 

Syria;  " 

16  bAnd  thou  shalt  anoint  Jehu,  the  son  of  Namsi,  to 
be  king  over  Israel :  and  Eliseus,  the  son  of  Saphat,  of 
Abelmeula,  thou  shalt  anoint  to  be  prophet  in  thy  room. 

17  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whosoever  shall 
escape  the  sword  of  Hazael,  shall  be  slain  by  Jehu :  and 
whosoever  shall  escape  the  sword  of  Jehu,  shall  be  slain 
by  Eliseus. 

18  cAnd  1  will  leave  me  seven  thousand  men  in  Israel, 
whose  knees  have  not  been  bowed  before  Baal,  and  every 
mouth  that  hath  not  worshipped  him,  kissing  the  hands. 

19  And  Elias  departing  from  thence,  found  Eliseus,  the 
son  of  Saphat,  ploughing  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen  :  and 
he  was  one  of  them  that  were  ploughing  with  twelve  yoke 
of  oxen :  and  when  Elias  came  up  to  him,  he  cast  his 
mantle  upon  him. 

20  And  he  forthwith  left  the  oxen,  and  ran  after  Elias, 
and  said :  Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  kiss  my  father  and  my 
mother,  and  then  I  will  follow  thee.  And  he  said  to  him : 
Go,  and  return  back  •  for  that  which  was  my  part,  I  have 
done  to  thee. 

21  And  returning  back  from  him,  he  took  a  yoke  of 
oxen,  and  killed  them,  and  boiled  the  flesh  with  the 
plough  of  the  oxen,  and  gave  to  the  people,  and  they  ate : 
and  rising  up,  he  went  away,  and  followed  Elias,  and 
ministered  to  him. 

CHAP.  XX. 

The  Syrians  besiege  Samaria :  they  are  twice  defeated  by  Achab :  who  ts  re- 
prehended by  a  prophet  for  letting  Benadadgo. 

AND  dBenadad,  king  of  Syria,  gathered  together  all 
his  host,  and  there  were  two  and  thirty  kings  with 

«  Rom.  XL  4.—*  A-  M.  3103,  A.  C.  901. 

M. — Eliseus  sent  one  of  his  disciples  to  anoint  him,  (4  Kings  ix.  1.  C.)  with  com- 
mon oil ;  the  sacred  was  reserved  for  priests  and  the  kings  of  Juda,  according  to 
the  Rabbins. — Anoint,  or  call  to  the  ministry,  perhaps  by  placing  a  mantle  on 
his  head,  ver.  19.  No  mention  is  made  of  unction.  C— Vet  the  Fathers  have 
heuce  inferred  that  prophets  received  it,  as  well  as  priests  and  kings.  Sanctius. 

Ver.  17.  Shall  be  slain  by  Eliseus.  Eliseus  did  not  kill  any  of  the  Idolater* 
with  the  material  sword;  but  he  is  here  joined  with  Hazael  and  Jehu,  the  great 
instruments  of  God  in  punishing  the  idolatry  of  Israel,  because  he  foretold  to  the 
former  his  exaltation  to  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  and  the  vengeance  he  would  execut* 
against  Israel,  and  anointed  the  latter  by  one  of  his  disciples  to  be  king  of  Israel, 
with  commission  to  extirpate  the  house  of  Achab.  Ch. 

Ver.  IS.  Will  leave.  Heb.  also,  "  I  have  left,"  as  Bom.  si.  4-  Sept 
"thou  shalt  leave."  H. — After  answering  the  first  part  of  the  prophet's  com- 
plaint, and  informing  him  that  the  guilty  should  not  pass  unpunished,  God  leta 
him  know  that  ho  is  not  left  alone,  but  that  many  thousands  (C.)  even  in  Israel 
still  continue  faithful ;  so  far  was  the  true  Church  from  being  in  danger  of  perish- 
ing entirely.  U. — Seven  is  often  put  for  a  great  number.  Prov.  xxlv.  10.  Yet 
some  suppose  (C.)  that  only  this  number  served  God  out  of  1,110,000  men  in 
Israel.  1  Par.  xxi.  5.  Grotius,  kc— Hands.  To  this  custom  the  word  adore 
owes  its  rise.  H. — The  pagans  kissed  their  right  hand,  or  the  statue  itself,  when 
they  could  reach  it,  to  testify  their  veneration. 

Ver.  20.  Kiss,  and  bid  them  adieu.  M.—  To  thee.  I  have  no  further  orders. 
Obey  the  Spirit  of  God.  Hoc  age.  Heb.  "  for  what  have  I  done  to  thee  ?"  Did 
I  require  thee  to  follow  me  ?  Act  as  God  may  direct  thee.  Yet  remember  the 
ceremony  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  do  not  turn  back  (C.)  to  neglect  thy  office. 
H.  Matt.  viii.  22 ;  Luke  ix.  62. 

Ver.  21.  Oxen,  to  show  that  he  had  relinquished  his  profession.  M. — "He 
makes  a  vow  of  them."  S.  Jerom.  ep.  23. — Elias  waited  for  him  In  the  field,  while 
he  made  a  feast  for  his  fellow  citizens,  at  parting.  C — Then  both  probably  re- 
treated to  Carmel,  (Salien,)  to  watch  over  the  instruction  of  the  college  of  pro- 
phets. H. 

CHAP.  XX.  Ver.  1.  And.  The  Rom.  Sept.  and  Josephus  place  this  wax 
after  the  account  of  Naboth.  Chap.  xxi.    But  the  Alex,  copy  follows  the  order  ot 
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Chap.  XX. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XX. 


him,  and  horses,  and  chariots :  and  going  up,  he  fought 
against  Samaria,  and  besieged  it. 

2  And  sending  messengers  to  Achab,  king  of  Israel, 
into  the  city, 

3  He  said :  Thus  saith  Benadad :  Thy  silver  and  thy 
gold  is  mine :  and  thy  wives  and  thy  goodliest  children 
are  mine. 

4  And  the  king  of  Israel  answered :  According  to  thy 
word,  my  lord,  0  king,  I  am  thine,  and  all  that  I  have. 

5  And  the  messengers  came  again,  and  said  :  Thus 
saith  Benadad,  who  sent  us  unto  thee :  Thy  silver  and 
thy  gold,  and  thy  wives  and  thy  children,  thou  shalt  de- 
liver up  to  me. 

6  To-morrow,  therefore,  at  this  same  hour,  I  will  send 
my  servants  to  thee,  and  they  shall  search  thy  house,  and 
the  houses  of  thy  servants :  and  all  that  pleaseth  them, 
they  shall  put  in  their  hands,  and  take  away. 

7  And  the  king  of  Israel  called  all  the  ancients  of  the 
land,  and  said :  Mark,  and  see  that  he  layeth  snares  for 
us.  For  he  sent  to  me  for  my  wives,  and  for  my  children, 
and  for  my  silver  and  gold  :  and  I  said  not  nay. 

8  And  all  the  ancients,  and  all  the  people  said  to  him : 
Hearken  not  to  him,  nor  consent  to  him. 

9  Wherefore  he  answered  the  messengers  of  Benadad  : 
Tell  my  lord,  the  king:  All  that  thou  didst  send  for  to 
me,  thy  servant,  at  first,  1  will  do :  but  this  thing  I  can- 
not do. 

10  And  the  messengers  returning  brought  him  word. 
And  he  sent  again,  and  said :  Such  and  such  things  may 
the  gods  do  to  me,  and  more  may  they  add,  if  the  dust  of 
Samaria  shall  suffice  for  handfuls  for  all  the  people  that 
follow  me. 

1 1  And  the  king  of  Israel  answering,  said  :  Tell  him : 
Let  not  the  girded  boast  himself  as  the  ungirded. 

12  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Benadad  heard  this 
word,  that  he  and  the  kings  were  drinking  in  pavilions, 
and  he  said  to  his  servants :  Beset  the  city.    And  they 

beset  it        ...  r 

13  And  behold  a  prophet  coming  to  Achab,  king  of 
Israel,  said  to  him  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Hast  thou  seen 
all  this  exceeding  great  multitude  ?  behold  I  will  deliver 
them  into  thy  hand  this  day :  that  thou  mayst  know  that 
I  am  the  Lord. 


the  Hebrew.  H. — Tney  style  Benadad,  "  the  son  of  Ader."  He  succeeded  (ver. 
S4)  the  king  who  attacked  Baasa.  Chap.  xv.  8. 

Ver.  4.    Have.   Achab  is  not  in  earnest,  but  strives  to  pacify  the  barbarian.  M. 

Ver.  0.  Servant.*,  or  subjects.  The  king  of  Israel  has  thus  a  plea  to  interest 
all  his  people,  as  the  danger  was  common.  Salien. — He  assumes  the  character  of 
disinterestedness,  as  if  he  had  been  willing  to  abandon  all  his  private  property ; 
knowing  that  Benadad  would  not  accede  even  to  that  hard  proposal.  H. 

Veh.  10.  Handfuls.  Ileb.  ssal  means  also  "  foxes,"  as  the  Sept.  render  it, 
"suffice  for  the  foxes,  for  all  the  people,  (even  for)  my  infantry"  (H.) ;  as  if  his 
forces  were  so  numerous  as  to  cover  the  whole  land,  and  leave  no  room  for  even 
foxes  to  occupy.  The  hyperbole  is  equally  great,  supposing  that  his  soldiers  could 
by  each  taking  a  handful,  or  what  might  stick  to  bis  feet,  (Cbal.,)  carry  off  all 
Samaria. 

Ver.  11.  Let  not  the  girded,  kc.  Let  bim  not  boast  before  the  victory  :  it 
will  then  be  time  to  glory  when  he  putteth  off  his  armour,  having  overcome  his 
adversary.  Ch. — "Let  not  him  who  goes  to  battle,  though  well  armed,  boast; 
but  the  man  who  retorns  victorious."  Chal.  "  Enough  :  let  not  the  mau  with  a 
crooked  back  boast,  as  ono  that  is  upright."  Sept  "  Let  not  him  that  girdeth, 
(II.)  or  is  bound,"  (Heb.)  or  rather  "shutteth  up,  boast,  as  he  that  opcneth." 
Syriac  It  is  easy  to  besiege ;  but  the  city  does  not  always  fall.  Neither  people 
in  arms,  nor  the  unarmed,  have  reason  to  boast ;  as  the  former  are  often  made 
prisoners  as  soon  as  the  latter.  C. — A  despised  enemy  sometimes  proves  most 
dangerous.  H. — Those  who  distrust  in  themselves,  and  place  their  confidence  in 
God.  prevail :  a  necessary  lesson  both  in  temporal  and  spiritual  warfare.  W. 


14  And  Achab  said  :  By  whom  ?  And  he  said  to 
him  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  By  the  servants  of  the  princes 
of  the  provinces.  And  he  said  ;  Who  shall  begin  to  fight  ? 
And  he  said  :  Thou. 

15  So  he  mustered  the  servants  of  th*».  prince  of  the 
provinces,  and  he  found  the  number  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two:  and  he  mustered  after  them  the  people,  a!! 
the  children  of  Israel,  seven  thousand : 

16  And  they  went  out  at  noon.  But  Benadad  was 
drinking  himself  drunk  in  his  pavilion,  and  the  two  and 
thirty  kings  with  him,  who  were  come  to  help  him, 

17  And  the  servants  of  the  princes  of  the  province.* 
went  out  first.  And  Benadad  sent.  And  they  told  him. 
saying :  There  are  men  come  out  of  Samaria. 

18  And  he  said  :  Whether  they  come  for  peace,  take 
them  alive :  or  whether  they  come  to  fight,  take  them  alive. 

19  So  the  servants  of  the  princes  of  the  provinces  wenl 
out,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  followed  : 

20  And  every  one  slew  the  man  that  came  againsl 
him  :  and  the  Syrians  fled,  and  Israel  pursued  after  them. 
And  Benadad,  king  of  Syria,  fled  away  on  horseback  with 
his  horsemen. 

21  But  the  king  of  Israel  going  out  overthrew  the 
horses  and  chariots,  and  slew  the  Syrians  with  a  great 

slaughter. 

22  (And  a  prophet  coming  to  the  king  of  Israel,  said 
to  him  :  Go,  and  strengthen  thyself,  and  know,  and  see 
what  thou  dost :  for  the  next  year  the  king  of  Syria  will 
come  up  against  thee.) 

23  But  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  said  to  him : 
Their  gods  are  gods  of  the  hills,  therefore  they  have  over- 
come us :  but  it  is  better  that  we  should  fight  against 
them  in  the  plains,  and  we  shall  overcome  them. 

24  Do  thou,  therefore,  this  thing  :  Remove  all  the 
kings  from  thy  army,  and  put  captains  in  their  stead : 

25  And  make  up  the  number  of  soldiers  that  have  been 
slain  of  thine,  and  horses,  according  to  the  former  horses, 
and  chariots,  according  to  the  chariots  which  thou  hadst 
before :  and  we  will  fight  against  them  in  the  plains,  and 
thou  shalt  see  that  we  shall  overcome  them.  He  believed 
their  counsel,  and  did  so. 

26  Wherefore,  at  the  return  of  the  year,  'Benadad 

•  A.  If.  SIM,  A.  C.  S00. 


Ver.  12.  Pavilions,  (umbraculis,)  or  even  under  "the  shade"  of  the  trees, 
in  full  security.  M. — Beset.  Heb.  "set,  and  they  set  against  the  city."  ChaL 
11  hold  yourselves  in  readiness,,  and  they  laid  ambushes  round  the  city."  The 
siege  had  not  been  yet  commenced  in  form,  as  it  was  never  expected  that  Achab 
would  dare  to  make  any  resistance. 

Ver.  13.  Prophet.  It  does  not  appear  who  this  and  the  other  prophets  were 
who  address  Achab  so  boldly  during  these  wars ;  if  indeed  they  were  different  per- 
sons :  Elias  is  never  mentioned.  Did  Jezabel  leave  the  rest  alone  ?  or  did  these 
wars  break  out  before  she  began  to  persecute  them  ?  C. 

Ver.  18.  Alive.  This  he  said  out  of  contempt,  and  too  great  confidence  (M.); 
and  this  gave  occasion  to  hi3  defeat.  For,  while  his  men  were  endeavouring  to 
execute  his  orders  punctually,  the  Israelites  cut  many  in  pieces,  and  routed  the 
rest.  Salien. 

Vbr.  23.  Hills.  All  the  high  places  of  Israel  were  covered  with  idol* 
Samaria,  Bethel,  Dan,  &c,  were  built  on  eminences.  M. — Altars  had  also  beer 
erected  to  the  true  God  on  the  most  famous  mountains.  The  law  had  been  givei 
at  Sinai,  and  promulgated  at  Garizim.  The  late  miracle  at  Carmel  was  known  f 
all.  Hence  the  pagans,  (C.)  conformably  to  their  notions  of  assigning  differen- 
parts  of  the  creation  to  different  gods,  suspected  that  the  God  of  Israel  might  pre- 
side only  orer  the  mountains.  H. 

Ver.  26.  Aphec,  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Aser,  though  it  does  not  appea: 
that  they  ever  obtained  possession  of  it.  Jos.  xix.  30.  A  subterraneous  fire  ano 
earthquake  have  caused  the  city  to  sink  -r  and  a  lake,  nine  miles  in  circumference, 
now  occupies  its  place.    The  ruins  may  still  be  discerned  in  its  waters.    It  is 
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Chap.  XX. 


III.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XXI. 


mustered  the  Syrians,  and  went  up  to  Aphec,  to  fight 
against  Israel. 

27  And  the  children*  of  Israel  were  mustered,  and 
taking  victuals,  went  out  on  the  other  side,  and  encamped 
over  against  them,  like  two  little  flocks  of  goats :  but  the 
Syrians  filled  the  land. 

28  (And  a  man  of  God  coming,  said  to  the  king  of  Is- 
rael :  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  Because  the  Syrians  have 
said  :  The  Lord  is  God  of  the  hills,  but  is  not  God  of  the 
valleys :  I  will  deliver  all  this  great  multitude  into  thy 
hand,  and  you  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.) 

29  And  both  sides  set  their  armies  in  array  one  against 
the  other  seven  days,  and  on  the  seventh  day  the  battle 
was  fought :  and  the  children  of  Israel  slew,  of  the  Syrians, 
a  hundred  thousand  footmen  in  one  day. 

30  And  they  that  remained  fled  to  Aphec,  into  the  city  : 
and  the  wall  fell  upon  seven  and  twenty  thousand  men, 
that  were  left.  And  Benadad  fleeing,  went  into  the  city, 
into  a  chamber,  that  was  within  a  chamber. 

31  And  his  servants  said  to  him:  Behold,  we  have 
heard  that  the  kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  are  merciful  : 
so  let  us  put  sackcloths  on  our  loins,  and  ropes  on  our 
heads,  and  go  out  to  the  king  of  Israel :  perhaps  he  will 
save  our  lives. 

32  So  they  girded  sackcloths  on  their  loins,  and  put 
ropes  on  their  heads,  and  came  to  the  king  of  Israel,  and 
said  to  him  :  Thy  servant,  Benadad,  saith  :  I  beseech  thee 
let  me  have  my  life.  And  he  said :  If  he  be  yet  alive,  he 
is  my  brother. 

33  The  men  took  this  for  good  luck :  and  in  haste 
caught  the  word  out  of  his  mouth,  and  said  :  thy  brother, 
Benadad.  And  he  said  to  them :  Go,  and  bring  him  to 
me.  Then  Benadad  came  out  to  him,  and  he  lifted  him 
up  into  his  chariot. 

34  And  he  said  to  him :  The  cities  which  my  father 
took  from  thv  father,  I  will  restore :  and  do  thou  make 
thee  streets  in  Damascus,  as  my  father  made  in  Samaria, 
and  having  made  a  league,  I  will  depart  from  thee.  So 
he  made  a  league  with  him,  and  let  him  go. 

35  Then  a  certain  man  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets, 
said  to  his  companion,  in  the  word  of  the  Lord :  Strike 
ifle.    But  he  would  not  strike. 

*  Infra.  xxiL  33. 

tbont  two  hours'  walk  from  the  plains  of  Balbec,  (Paul  Lucas.  Levant  i.  20,)  at 

the  foot  of  Libanus.  C. 

Ver.  27.  Victuals.  Heb.  also,  "they  were  all  present"  Chat,  "ready." 
Syr.  "  in  battle  array."—  Goats.  They  were  comparatively  ao  contemptible,  t«t. 
16.  H. — At  the  same  time  Jo*aphat  could  inuster  above  a  million  warriors;  for 
piety  makes  kingdom*  prosper.  Salien. 

Vbr.  29.    Days.    The  Syrians  durst  not  begin  the  attack.  H. 

Ver.  30.  Went,  or  had*  gone  before,  and  commanded  his  men  to  defend  the 
walls  of  Aphec.  H. — But  the  slaughter  of  these  27,000  is  joined  to  the  preceding. 
M. — God  caused  the  walls  to  fall,  as  ha  had  done  those  of  Jericho  ;  or  the  Israel- 
ites boat  them  down  with  battering-rams,  and  the  defendants  perished  in  the  ruins. 
—Chamber.  Josephus  observes  that  it  was  under-ground.  Michcas  told  Ben- 
adad that  ho  would  have  thus  to  hide  himself  a^ain.  Chap.  xxU.  26.  C. 

Ver.  31.  Heads,  or  necks,  to  indicate  thai  they  deserved  to  die.  H. — The 
Syrians  acted  thus  when  they  came  as  suppliants.  Josephus  viii.  14. 

Ver.  33-  Men.  Prot.  "  Now  the  men  did  diligently  observe  whether  any 
thing  would  come  from  him,  and  did  hastily*  catch  it,  and  they  said."  They 
heard  him  mention  the  title  of  brother  with  joy,  concluding  that  ho  was  not  so 
much  irritated  as  they  might  have  expected. 

Ver.  34.  Thy  father.  Benadad  did  not  know  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  royal  family  of  Israel.  He  speaks  of  the  cities  which  his  predecessor 
had  wrested  from  Haasa.  Chap.  xv.  20. — Streets,  for  merchants,  of  whom  he 
would  receive  tribute:  or  military  stations,  as  David  had  done,  (2  Kings  viii.  6,) 
to  prevent  any  inroads.  Benadad  does  "not  appear  to  have  complied  with  these 
388 
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36  Then  he  said  to  him  :  Because  thou  wouldst  no* 
hearken  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  behold  thou  shalt  depart 
from  me,  and  a  lion  shall  slay  thee.  And  when  he  was 
gone  a  little  from  him,  a  lion  found  him,  and  slew  him. 

37  Then  he  found  another  man,  and  said  to  him  :  Strike 
me.    And  he  struck  him  and  wounded  him. 

38  So  the  prophet  went,  and  met  the  king  in  the  way, 
and  disguised  himself  by  sprinkling  dust  on  his  face  and 
his  eves. 

39  And  as  the  king  passed  by,  he  cried  to  the  king, 
and  said :  Thy  servant  went  out  to  fight  hand  to  hand : 
and  when  a  certain  man  was  run  away,  one  brought  him 
to  me,  and  said :  Keep  this  man  :  and  if  he  Snail  slip 
away,  thy  life  shall  be  for  his  life,  or  thou  shalt  pay  a  talent 
of  silver. 

40  And  whilst  I,  in  the  hurry,  turned  this  way  and 
that,  on  a  sudden  he  was  not  to  be  seen.  And  the  king 
of  Israel  said  to  him  :  This  is  thy  judgment,  which  thyself 
hast  decreed. 

41  But  he  forthwith  wiped  off  the  dust  from  his  face, 
and  the  king  of  Israel  knew  him,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
prophets. 

42  And  he  said  to  him :  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  a  Be- 
cause thou  hast  let  go  out  of  thy  hand  a  man  worthy  of 
death,  th)  life  shall  be  for  his  life,  and  thy  people  for  his 
people. 

43  And  the  king  of  Israel  returned  to  his  house,  slight- 
ing to  hear,  and  raging  came  into  Samaria. 

CHAP.  XXL 

Nabothjfir  denying  his  vineyard  to  king  Achab,  is,  by  JezabeCs  command, 
falsely  accused  and  stoned  to  death ;  for  xchich  crime  Elias  denounceth  to 
Achab  the  judgments  of  God.     Upon  his  humbling  himself,  the  sentence  i» 
mitigated. 

AND  bafter  these  things,  Naboth,  the  Jezrahelue,  who 
was  in  Jezrahel,  had  at  that  time  a  vineyard,  near 
the  palace  of  Achab,  king  of  Samaria. 

2  And  Achab  spoke,  to  Naboth,  saying:  Give  me  thy 
vineyard,  that  I  may  make  me  a  garden  of  herbs,  because 
it  is  nigh,  and  adjoining  to  my  house;  and  I  will  give 
thee  for  it  a  better  vineyard  :  or  if  thou  think  it  more 
convenient  for  thee,  I  will  give  thee  the  worth  of  it  in 
money. 

b  A.  M.  3105,  A.  C.  399. 

  1  —  • 

conditions,  as  the  king  of  Israel  had  to  take  Ramatb  by  force.  Chap,  xxii.  3.-  - 
And  having.  These  words  seem  to  be  the  conclusion  of  Benadad's  proposition  : 
but,  according  to  the  licb.,  they  contain  Achab's  reply.  C. — Prot.  u  Then  said 
Ahab:  I  will  send  thee  away  with  this  covenant*1'  IJ. —  How  generous  doe*  the 
conduct  of  Achab  appear  to  the  world !  Yet  it  displeased  God.  Saliea. — He  severely 
punished  this  foolish  pity  towards  a  dangerous  foe.  W. 

Ver.  40.  Decreed*  Thou  must  either  die  or  pay  the  monoy.  M. — Thus  the 
king  pronounced  sentence  against  himself,  David  had  done.  2  Kings  xii.  1,  and 
xiv.  4. 

Ver.  42.  Worthy.  Heu-  "of  my  anathema;1'  or,  "the  man  who  has  fallen 
into  my  snares."  Vatab.  Erom  Is  taken  in  this  sense,  Mic.  vii.  2,  &c  He  wag 
rny  prey,  and  you  ought  not  to  have  disposed  of  him  without  my  leave.  C, — ■ 
People*    This  was  verified  (chap.  xxii.  M.)  within  three  years.  Salien. 

Ver.  43.  Fume,  (fuHbundusf)  full  of  indignation.  Heb.  "went  to  his 
house,  heavy  and  displeased."  Sept.  M  confounded  and  fainting/*  through  rag*, 
tjeXiXv/Mvog.  H.— "  Vexed  at  the  prophet,  he  ordered  him  to  be  kept  in  prison ; 
and  confounded  at  what  Micheas  had  said,  he  went  to  his  own  house.*'  Joseph* 
viii.  14. 

CHAP.  XXI.  Ver.  1.  Who  teas.  Heb.,  Chal.,  &c,  place  this  after  vineyard^ 
and  read  xchich.  referring  it  to  the  ground ;  which  we  might  naturally  suppose 
would  be  the  place  of  Xaboth's  nativity,  as  it  was  his  paternal  estate,  4  Kings  ix. 
21.  Josophus  culls  the  place  Axari.  and  says  it  was  a  field  contiguous  to  the  king't 
palace*    Sept.  u\w,  Cl  threshing-floor/1 

Ver.  2.    Berbs.    The  taste  of  eastern  nations  is  very  different  from  oar* 


Chap.  XXI. 


III.  kliNUS. 


Chap.  aAI. 


3  Naboth  answeied  him  :  The  Lord  be  merciful  to  me, 
and  not  let  me  give  thee  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers. 

4  And  Achab  came  into  his  house  angry  and  fretting; 
because  of  the  word  that  Naboth,  the  Jezrahelite,  had 
spoken  to  him,  saying :  I  will  not  give  thee  the  inheritance 
of  my  fathers.  And  casting  himself  upon  his  bed,  he 
turned  away  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  would  eat  no 
bread. 

5  And  Jezabel,  his  wife,  went  in  to  him,  and  said  to 
him  :  What  is  the  matter  that  thy  soul  is  so  grieved  ?  and 
why  eatest  thou  no  bread  ? 

6  And  lie  answered  her:  I  spoke  to  Naboth,  the  Jez- 
rahelite, and  said  to  him  :  Give  me  thy  vineyard,  and  take 
money  for  it :  or  if  it  please  thee,  1  will  give  thee  a  better 
vineyard  for  it.  And  he  said :  I  will  not  give  thee  my 
vineyard. 

7  Then  Jezabel,  his  wife,  said  to  him  :  Thou  art  of 
great  authority  indeed,  and  governest  well  the  kingdom 
of  Israel  Arise,  and  eat  bread,  and  be  of  good  cheer ;  I 
will  give  thee  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  the  Jezrahelite. 

8  So  she  wrote  letters  in  Achabs  name,  and  sealed 
them  with  his  ring,  and  sent  them  to  the  ancients,  and  the 
chief  men  that  were  in  his  city,  and  that  dwelt  witn 
Naboth. 

9  And  this  was  the  tenor  of  the  letters :  Proclaim  a  fast, 
and  make  Naboth  sit  among  the  chief  of  the  people  ; 

10  And  suborn  two  men,  sons  of  Belial,  against  him, 
and  let  them  bear  false  witness ;  that  he  hath  blasphemed 
God  and  the  king :  and  then  carry  him  out,  and  stone 
him,  and  so  let  him  die. 

1 1  And  the  men  of  his  city,  the  ancients  and  nobles, 
that  dwelt  with  him  in  the  city,  did  as  Jezabel  had  com- 
manded them :  and  as  it  was  written  in  the  letters  which 
she  had  sent  to  them ; 

12  They  proclaimed  a  fast,  and  made  Naboth  sit  among 
the  chief  of  the  people. 

13  And  bringing  two  men,  sons  of  the  devil,  they 

•  Infra,  xxti.  88.— «>  4  Kinei  is.  8. 

The  Syrians  delight  in  seeing  gardens  filled  with  melons,  onions,  &c,  and  they 
cannot  conceive  what  pleasure  we  ean  find  in  rambling  round  our  long  walks  for 
the  sake  of  exercise. — Money.  Hence  we  perceive  that,  notwithstanding  the  des- 
potic power  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  they  did  not  imagine  that  they  had  a  right  to 
•.akc  their  subjects'  lauds.  1  Kings  viii.  14.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Fathers.  He  would  have  deemed  it  a  mark  of  disrespect  and  a 
erime,  as  he  was  not  in  a  state  of  indigence;  which  alone  could  authorize  him  to 
wll  his  property,  and  then  only  till  the  year  of  jubilee  (Lev.  xxv.  23)  :  and  a? 
his  field  was  to  be  turned  into  a  royal  garden,  and  the  law  was  disregarded  by  the 
king,  there  was  no  prospect  of  his  regaining  it  at  that  period.  The  law  of  Moses 
was  still  in  force;  and  there  were  some,  like  Naboth,  who  were  resolved  to  com- 
ply with  it,  (C.)  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives-  T. 

Ver.  7.  Israel.  Heb.  simply,  "  Now  thou  wilt  make  the  kingdom  of  Israel." 
C. — Prot.  "  Do-t  thou  now  govern  the?"  &c  H. — Thou  art  a  £t  person  indeed 
to  establish  a  kingdom  !  Ought  not  a  king  to  take  what  he  has  a  mind  to  ?  Syr. 
"  Are  you  fit  to  reign?"  Arab.  "You  do  not  deserve  to  govern."  C. — Sept. 
"  Dost  thou  now  act  the  king  over  Israel  in  this  manner  ?"  H. 

Ver.  8.  Chief  men.  Heb.  evrom,  "  those  in  white,"  the  usual  colour  of 
magistrates  and.  noblemen.  Eccle.  fx.  8;  Dan.  vii.  9.  The  angels  generally 
Lppcnr  arrayed  in  white. 

Ver.  9.  Fast,  as  in  a  case  of  the  greatest  importance,  where  the  welfare  of 
the  king  and  of  the  state  are  concerned.  We  have  frequent  mention  of  such  extra- 
ordinary fasts.  2  Par.  xx.  3;  1  Esd.  viii.  21  ;  Joel  i.  14,  &c  Some  would  trans- 
late, "  Call  an  assembly."  Vatab.— But  the  Chal..  ice.  are  for  the  fust. 

Ver.  10.  Belial,  without  restraint  or  conscience, — Blasphemed.  Heb.  "bless- 
ed."— Alcim,  (H.)  or  god,  the  gods,  magistrates,  kc.  C. — Blessing  is  equally  put, 
•o  avoid  the  horrible  sound  of  blaspheming.  W.  Job  i.  5.  and  ii.  9. — Martin  de 
Roa  (i  9)  maintains  that  the  word  implies  to  "bid  adieu,"  or  quit;  as  if 
Vaboth  had  relinquished  the  service  both  of  God  and  of  the  king.  He  was  ac- 
cused as  a  traitor.  The  law  did  not  condemn  the  person  to  death  who  had  spoken 
•II  of  the  prince.  Exod.  xxii.  28.  But  the  wicked  judges  complied  with  Lhn  intiiua- 
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made  them  sit  against  him  :  and  they,  like  men  of-the  devil, 
bore  witness  against  him  before  the  people  :  saying :  Na- 
both hath  blasphemed  God  and  the  king.  Wherefore 
they  brought  him  forth  without  the  city,  and  stoned  him 

to  death. 

14  And  they  sent  to  Jezabel,  saying:  Naboth  is  stoned, 
and  is  dead. 

15  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jezabel  heard  that  Na- 
both was  stoned,  and  dead,  that  she  said  to  Achab  :  Arise, 
and  take  possession  of  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  the  Jezra- 
helite, who  would  not  agree  with  thee,  and  give  it  thee 
for  money  :  for  Naboth  is  not  alive,  but  dead. 

16  And  when  Achab  heard  this,  to -wit,  that  Naboth 
was  dead,  he  arose,  and  went  down  into  the  vineyard  of 
Naboth,  the  Jezrahelite,  to  take  possession  of  it. 

17  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elias,  the  Theft- 
bite,  saying: 

18  Arise,  and  go  down  to  meet  Achab,  king  of  Israel, 
who  is  in  Samaria  :  behold  he  is  going  down  to  the  vine- 
yard of  Naboth,  to  take  possession  of  it : 

19  And  thou  shalt  speak  to  him,  saying:  Thus  saith 
the  Lord :  Thou  hast  slain :  moreover  also  thou  hast 
taken  possession.  And  after  these  words  thou  shalt  add : 
Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "In  this  place,  wherein  the  dogs 
have  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth,  they  shall  lick  thy  blood 
also. 

20  And  Achab  said  to  Elias:  Hast  thou  found  me  thy 
enemy  ?  He  said :  I  have  found  thee,  because  thou  art 
sold  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

21  "Behold  I  will  bring  evil  upon  thee,  and  I  will  cut 
down  thy  posterity,  and  I  will  kill  of  Achab  him  that 
pisseth  against  the  wall,  and  him  that  is  shut  up,  and  the 
last  in  Israel. 

22  And  I  will  make  thy  house  like  thec  house  of  Jero- 
boam, the  son  of  Nabat,  and  like  the  house  of  "Baasa,  the 
son  of  Ahias:  for  what  thou  hast  done  to  provoke  me  to 
anger,  and  for  making  Israel  to  sin. 

«  Supra,  xv.  29.-4  Supra.  xtL  3. 

  _        .  -     _ 

tion  of  Jezabel  (C.) ;  as  *ne  pretenaed  that  he  had  also  blasphemed  God.  H. — 
All  Naboth  s  family  were  involved  in  his  ruin  (4  Kings  ix.  26.  T.);  as  it  was 
necessary  for  Achab's  pu-  pose. 

Ver.  13.  Devil.  Heb.  Belial,  ver.  10.  Prot.  "and  the  men  of  Belial  witness- 
ed against  him." — City,  as  was  requisite.  C— Stoned  him,  for  blasphemy.  Lev. 
xxiv.  16,  and  23. 

Veb.  16.  Of  it,  on  the  title  of  confiscation,  as  Naboth  had  been  condemned 
for  high  treason  (see  2  Kings  ix-  7.  M.) ;  or  because  there  was  no  heir  left,  ver. 
10.  Achab  only  waited  one  day,  and  then  Elias  met  him  to  denounce  to  him  a 
similar  fate  after  he  teas  dead-  4  Kings  ix.  26.  Sept.  have,  "  he  tore  his  garments, 
and  put  on  sackcloth :  and  it  came  to  pass  afterwards,  that  Achub  arose,"  ice.  This 
addition  would  intimate  that  the  king  pretended  to  be  sorry.  They  repeat  the  same 
thing,  ver.  27,  M  he  had  put  on  sackcloth,  on  the  day  when  he  slew  Naboth,  and 
went  along  cast  doion."  It  is  probable  that  Achab  might  assume  this  garb  to  make 
people  suppose  that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  death  of  Naboth  :  but  this  was  all  hypo- 
crisy, and  Elias  boldly  accused  him  of  guilt.  Thou  hast  slain,  ice.,  ver.  19.  H.— 
He  knew,  at  least,  of  his  wife's  machinations.  Salien. 

Ver.  19.  Possession,  by  desiro ;  though  ho  was  yet  only  on  the  road.  M-— 
Perhaps  he  had  sent  his  servants  before.  H . — Place,  not  precisely,  as  Achab  was 
slain  in  Samaria.  M. — But  Naboth  *s  vineyard,  perhaps,  was  not  far  distant  from 
the  pool,  where  dogs  licked  the  blood  of  the  king.  H, — On  account  of  Achab's 
repentance  the  sentence  was  (ver.  29.  C.)  rather  changed,  and  his  son  Joram  was 
substituted  in  bis  stead.  4  Kings  ix.  25.  H. 

Ver.  20.  Thy  enemy.  Have  I  done  theo  any  harm,  whenever  thou  hast 
appeared  before  me?  Heb.  and  Sept.  "  O  my  enemy."  H. —  To  find,  often  means 
to  attack  or  take  by  surprise.  Art  thou  come  thus,  to  fall  upon  me  on  the  road  ? 
C.—Sold.  That  is,  so  addicted  to  evil,  as  if  thou  hadst  sold  thyself  to  the  devil, 
to  bo  his  slave  to  work  all  kind  of  evil.  Ch.  W.  S.  Greg,  in  Ezec.  horn.  10.— The 
expression  strongly  marks  the  empire  of  the  pensions.  Achab  was  sovereignly 
wicked,  without  any  restraint  C. — Sold,  or  "  abandoned,"  are  used  in  the  same 
sense.  Psal.  xliii.  13. 
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23  "And  of  Jezabel  also,  the  Lord  spoke,  saying :  The 
dogs  shall  eat  Jezabel  in  the  field  of  Jezrahel. 

24  If  Achab  die  in  the  city,  the  dogs  shall  eat  him : 
but  if  he  die  in  the  field,  the  birds  of  the  air  shall  eat  him. 

25  Now,  there  was  not  such  another  as  Achab,  who 
was  sold  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord :  for  his  wife, 
Jezabel,  set  him  on. 

26  And  he  became  abominable,  insomuch  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  idols  which  the  Amorrhites  had  made,  whom 
the  Lord  destroyed  before  the  face  of  the  children  of 

Israel  ,;:  •  •.. .  VirX" 

27  And  when  Achab  had  heard  these  words,  he  rent 
his  garments,  and  put  hair-cloth  upon  his  flesh,  and 
fasted,  and  slept  in  sackcloth,  and  walked  with  his  head 
cast  down. 

28  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elias,  the 
Thesbite,  saying :  * 

29  Hast  thou  not  seen  Achab  humbled  before  me? 
therefore,  because  he  hath  humbled  himself,  for  my  sake, 
I  will  not  bring  the  evil  in  his  days,6  but  in  his  son's  days 
will  I  bring  the  evil  upon  his  house. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

Achab  believing  his  false  prophets,  rather  than  Micheas,  is  slain  in  Jtamoth- 
Gataad.  Ochozias  succeedeth  him.  Good  king  Josaphat  dieih,  and  his  son 
Joram  succeedeth  him. 

A  ND  there  passed  three  years  without  war  between 
JIa.  Syria  and  Israel. 

2  And  cin  the  third  year,  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda,  came 
down  to  the  kins;  of  Israel. 

3  (And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  his  servants :  Know 
ye  not  that  Ramoth-Galaad  is  ours,  and  we  neglect  to 
take  it  out  of  the  hand  of  the  kin^  of  Syria?) 

4  And  he  said  to  Josaphat :  Wilt  thou  come  with  me 
to  battle  to  Ramoth-Galaad? 

5  And  Josaphat  said  to  the  king  of  Israel :  As  I  am, 
so  art  thou  :  my  people  and  thy  people  are  one  :  and  my 
horsemen  are  thy  horsemen.  And  Josaphat  said  to  the 
kincr  of  Israel :  Inquire,  I  beseech  thee,  this  day  the  word 
of  the  Lord. 

6  Then  the  king  of  Israel  assembled  the  prophets, 


•  4  Kine*  ix. 


4  Kings  ix.  26.— «  S  P»r.  xrilL  1.   A.  M.  3107,  A.  C.  897. 


about  four  hundred  men,  and  he  said  to  them :  Shall  I 
go  to  Ramoth-Galaad  to  fight,  or  shall  I  forbear?  They 
answered :  Go  up,  and  the  Lord  will  deliver  it  into  the 
hand  of  the  king. 

7  And  Josaphat  said :  Is  there  not  here  some  prophet 
of  the  Lord,  that  we  may  inquire  by  him  ? 

8  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  Josaphat:  There  is 
one  man  left,  by  whom  we  may  inquire  of  the  Lord ; 
Micheas,  the  son  of  Jemla:  but  I  hate  him,  for  he  doth 
not  prophesy  good  to  me,  but  evil.  And  Josaphat  said : 
Speak  not  so,  0  king. 

9  Then  the  king  of  Israel  called  an  eunuch,  and  said 
to  him  :  Make  haste,  and  bring  hither  Micheas,  the  son 
of  Jemla. 

10  And  the  king  of  Israel,  and  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda, 
sat  each  on  his  throne,  clothed  wTith  royal  robes,  in  a 
court,  by  the  entrance  of  the  gate  of  Samaria,  and  all  the 
prophets  prophesied  before  them. 

11  And  Sedecias,  the  son  of  Chanaana,  made  himself 
horns  of  iron,  and  said  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  With  these 
shalt  thou  push  Syria,  till  thou  destroy  it. 

12  And  all  the  prophets  prophesied  in  like  manner, 
saying :  Go  up  to  Ramoth-Galaad,  and  prosper,  for  the 
Lord  will  deliver  it  into  the  king's  hands. 

13  And  the  messenger  that  went  to  call  Micheas, 
spoke  to  him,  saying:  Behold  the  words  of  the  prophets 
with  one  mouth  declare  good  things  to  the  king:  let  thy 
word,  therefore,  be  like  to  theirs,  and  speak  that  which  is 
good. 

14  Bat  Micheas  said  to  him:  As  the  Lord  liveth, 
whatsoever  the  Lord  shall  say  to  me,  that  will  1  speak. 

15  So  he  came  to  the  king,  and  the  king  said  to  him : 
Micheas,  shall  we  go  to  Ramoth-Galaad  to  battle,  or  shall 
we  forbear?  He  answered  him  :  Go  up,  and  prosper,  and 
the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into  the  kings  hands. 

16  But  the  king  said  to  him  :  I  adjure  thee  again  and 
again,  that  thou  tell  me  nothing  but  that  which  is  true,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

17  And  he  said :  I  saw  all  Israel  scattered  upon  the 
hills,  like  sheep  that  have  no  shepherd  ;d  and  the  Lord 

d  Num.  xxvii.  17 ;  Matt.  ix.  Sfi. 


Ver.  23.  Field.  Heb.  wall,  or  "before  the  wall."  This  was  exactly  fulfllled, 
4  Kings  ix.  82.  Jezabel  was  hurled  from  a  window  over  the  gate  or  well  of  the 
city.  C. 

Ver.  24.  Eat  him.  Yet  God  remitted  something  from  the  severity  of  this 
sentence;  and  Achab  was  buried  in  Samaria.  Chap.  xxii.  37.  But  his  son  was 
deprived  of  burial.  T.  4  Kings  ix.  20. — According  to  the  Heb.  the  prediction 
related  to  Achab's  posterity,  as  the  ChaL,  Sept.,  Syr.,  kc.  have  understood  it.  C. — 
Prot.  "  him  that  dieth  of  Ahab  in  the  city,"  &c. 

Ver.  25.  Now.  Sept.  "  Moreover,  Achab  was  foolishly  sold,  a  man  who  was 
•old,  Scc.t  since  Jezabel  .  .  changed  him  :"  fU7i6tjKtv,  His  natural  disposition  was 
nut  perhaps  so  bad.  But  bis  unfortunate  connexion  with  a  most  wicked  wife 
involved  him  in  ruin.  Even  when  ho  began  to  relent,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
reforming  his  life,  (ver.  27,)  her  influence  spoiled  all.  H. 

Vbr.  27.  Down.  Heb.  "uncovered,"  (Malv.  2  Kings  xv.  30,)  or  "bare- 
fooV  (Chal.,  Syr.,)  or  "softly,"  (Vat.  Prot.,)  or  "he  walked  bent  down."  Sept. 
Tl>e  repentance  of  Achab  is  not  certain.  Some  believe  that  it  was  insincere,  and 
only  external.  H.  Others  suppose  that  Achab  jcally  repented  for  what  he  had 
dc.ie,  but  presently  relapsed  at  the  instigation  of  Jezabel ;  though  S.  Chrysostom 
(ad  Theod.  Iap3.)  seems  to  be  convinced  that  he  "obtained  the  remission  of  ull 
bis  sins,  and  entirely  changed  his  life."  Ser.  68,  et  horn.  5,  ad  Antioc. 

Vsn.  29.  Sake.  Heb.  before  me,"  publicly.  H.— The  threat  of  the  prophet 
caused  Achab  to  invest  his  son  with  the  royal  dignity,  and  Josnphat  followed  his 
example.  Salicn,  A.  C.  916. — But  some  cail  this  in  question.  H. 

CHAP.  XXII.  Vkr.  1.  Israel,  from  the  time  when  Benadad  and  Achab  had 
nude  a  league.  Chap.  xx.  34. 

Vbh  2.  Josaphat.  It  is  wonderful  that  a  prince  of  so  great  piety  should  be 
an  terms  of  such  strict  friendship  with  a  most  wicked  king.  God  did  not  approve 
390 


of  it ;  and  the  event  was  unfortunato.  2  Par.  xx.  37.  Achab  received  the  king  of 
Juda  with  extraordinary  magnificence.  Ib.  xriii.  2. 

Ver.  5.  One,  in  concord,  (H.)  and  ready  to  march  against  the  same  enemy. 
— Lord.  This  was  rather  lata,  if  (M.)  the  army  was  already  receiving  its  pay 
under  the  walls  of  Samaria.  Joseph,  viii.  15.— God  ought  to  have  been  consulted 
at  first.  M. 

Ver.  6.  Men,  probably  the  prophets  of  the  groves,  who  had  not  gone  to 
Carmel.  Chap.  xviU.  19,  22.  C. — The  recent  slaughter  had  not  deterred  others 
from  imitating  the  example  of  the  false  prophets.  H. 

Veh.  7.  Lord.  Josaphat  knew  that  these  four  hundred  were  addicted  to 
idol-worship,  (H.)  aud  suspected  that  they  only  flattered  their  king.  Josephus. 

Ver.  8.  One  man.  Perhaps  Micheas  alone  resided  at  Samaria.  Elias  aud 
his  disciples  were  in  the  country.  H. — Not  so.  Good  advice  should  be  followed, 
though  it  be  not  pleasant.  M.— Josaphat  justly  suspected  the  schismatical  false 
prophets.  W. 

Ver.  10.  Court,  or  barn-floor.  They  were  in  or  near  cities,  that  they  might 
be  so  protected  from  the  incursions  of  enemies,  who  strove  to  set  the  corn  on  fire, 
1  Kings  xxili.  1 ;  Judg.  xv.  5. 

Ver.  11.  Push,  "with  the  horn,"  (Ktpariotte,  Sept.)  and  throw  into  the 
air,  (51.)  like  a  bull.  C. — Nothing  shall  withstand  thy  power.    The  actions 

of  Sedecias  were  of  the  same  import  as  his  words.  H.  See  Jer.  xxvii.  2,  and 
xxviii.  10. 

Ver.  15.  Go  up,  Sec.  This  was  spoken  ironically,  and  by  way  of  jesting  at 
the  flattering  speeches  of  the  false  prophets :  and  so  the  king  understood  it,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  adjuring  Micheas,  in  the  following  verse,  to  tell  him  the  trutb  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Ch. — Jlicbeas  had  only  repeated  their  words,  and  by  his  ac- 
cent and  gestures  (D.)  might  easily  explain  his  meaning.  H. 
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said :  These  have  no  master :  let  every  man  of  them  re- 
turn to  his  house  in  peace. 

18  (Then  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  Josaphat :  Did  I 
not  tell  thee,  that  he  prophesieth  no  good  to  me,  but 
always  evil  ?) 

19  And  he  added  and  said:  Hear  thou,  therefore,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  :  I  saw  the  Lord  sitting  on  his  throne, 
and  all  the  army  of  heaven  standing  by  him  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left : 

20  And  the  Lord  said  :  Who  shall  deceive  Achab,  king 
of  Israel,  that  he  may  go  up.  and  fall  at  Ramoth-Galaad  ? 
And  one  spoke  words  of  this  manner,  and  another  otherwise. 

21  And  there  came  forth  a  spirit,  and  stood  before  the 
Lord,  and  said  :  1  will  deceive  him.  And  the  Lord  said 
to  him  :  By  what  means? 

22  And  he  said  :  I  will  go  forth,  and  be  a  lying  spirit, 
in  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets.  And  the  Lord  said  ;  Thou 
shalt  deceive  him>  and  shalt  prevail :  "go  forth,  and  do  so. 

23  Now,  therefore,  behold  the  Lord  hath  given  a  lying 
spirit,  in  the  mouth  of  all  thy  prophets  that  are  here,  and 
the  I-ord  hath  spoken  evil  against  thee. 

24  And  Sedecias,  the  son  of  Chanaana,  came,  and 
strjck  Micheas  on  the  cheek,  and  said :  Hath  thin  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  left  me,  and  spoken  to  thee  ? 

25  And  Micheas  said :  Thou  shalt  see,  in  the  day 
when  thou  shalt  go  into  a  chamber,  within  a  chamber,  to 
hide  thyself. 

26  And  the  king  of  Israel  said :  Take  Micheas,  and  le' 
him  abide  with  Anion,  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  with 
Joas,  the  son  of  Amalech  ; 

27  And  tell  them  :  Thus  saith  the  king:  Put  this  man 
m  prison,  and  feed  him  with  bread  of  affliction,  and  water 
of  distress,  till  I  return  in  peace. 

28  And  Micheas  said :  If  thou  return  in  peace,  the 
Lord  hath  not  spoken  by  me.  And  he  said :  Hear,  all 
ye  people. 


*  Vide  Matt.  Till.  31  and  Apoc.  XX.  5. 


29  So  the  king  of  all  Israel,  aad  Josaphat,  king  of 
Juda,  went  up  to  Ramoth-Galaad. 

30  And  the  king  of  Israel  B&id  to  Josaphat :  Take  thy 
armour,  and  go  into  the  battle,  and  put  on  thy  own  gar- 
ments. But  the  king  of  Israel  changed  his  dress,  and 
went  into  the  battle. 

31  And  the  king  of  Syria  had  commanded  the  two  and 
thirty  captains  of  the  chariots,  saying  :  You  shall  not  fight 
against  any,  small  or  great,  but  against  the  king  of  Israel  only. 

32  So  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  saw  Josaphat, 
they  suspected  that  he  was  the  king  of  Israel,  and  making 
a  violent  assault,  they  fought  against  him :  and  Josaphat 
cried  out. 

33  And  the  captains  of  the  chariots  perceived  that  he 
was  not  the  king  of  Israel,  and  they  turned  away  from  him. 

34  And  a  certain  man  bent  his  bow,  shooting  at  a  ven- 
ture, and  chanced  to  strike  the  king  of  Israel,  between  the 
lungs  and  the  stomach.  But  he  said  to  the  driver  of  his 
chariot :  Turn  thy  hand,  and  carry  me  out  of  the  army, 
for  I  am  grievously  wounded. 

35  And  the  battle  was  fought  that  day,  and  the  king 
of  Israel  stood  in  his  chariot  against  the  Syrians,  and  he 
died  in  the  evening  :  and  the  blood  ran  out  of  the  wound 
into  the  midst  of  the  chariot. 

36  And  the  herald  proclaimed  through  all  the  army, 
before  the  sun  set,  saying :  Let  every  man  return  to  his 
own  city,  and  to  his  own  country. 

37  And  the  king  died,  "and  was  carried  into  Samaria : 
and  they  buried  the  king  in  Samaria. 

38  c  And  they  washed  his  chariot  in  the  pool  of  Samaria, 
and  the  dogs  licked  up  his  blood,  and  they  washed  the  reins 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  had  spoken. 

39  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Achab,  and  all  that  he 
did,  and  the  house  of  ivory  that  he  made,  and  all  the  cities 
that  he  built,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the 
words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

»  A.  M.  3107. — ■  Supra,  ixL  19. 


Ver.  17.  No  sheplxerd.  .  no  master,  clearly  intimated  (M.)  that  the  king 
Should  perish  in  the  battle.    Parol,  reads,  These  have  no  masters.  H. 

Ver.  19.  He,  Micheas,  added,  (M.)  not  fearing  the  king's  displeasure,  who 
•eemed  to  regard  his  former  denunciation  as  an  effect  of  his  ill-will.  Hence  he 
explains  hi*  vision  more  at  large. 

Ver.  20.  The  Lord  said,  kc  God  standeth  not  in  need  of  any  counsellor; 
nor  are  we  to  suppose  that  things  pass  in  heaven  in  the  manner  here  described ; 
but  this  representation  was  made  to  the  prophet,  to  be  delivered  by  him  in  a 
manner  adapted  to  the  common  ways  and  notions  of  men.  Ch.  S.  Greg.  Mor.  ii. 
21,  4c.  W. 

Ver.  22.  Go  forth,  and  do  so.  This  was  not  a  command,  but  a  permission; 
for  God  never  ordaineth  lies,  though  he  often  permitteth  the  lying  spirit  to  de- 
ceive those  who  love  not  the  truth.  2  Thess.  ii.  10.  And  in  this  sense  it  is  said,  in 
the  following  verse,  The  Lord  hath  given  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  thy 
prophets.  Ch. — What  is  translated  in  the  imperative,  denotes  frequently  what 
will  come  to  pass,  though  it  bo  displeasing  to  God.  C. — He  permits  it,  therefore, 
enly  by  not  exerting  his  power  to  prevent  the  execution.  H. — The  devils  can  do 
nothing  without  such  a  permission.  Achab  deserved  to  be  deceived  by  the  false 
prophets,  ns  he  would  not  hearken  to  a  true  one.  S.  Aug.  con.  Jul.  v.  4,  and  q. 
63.  inter.  63. 

Ver.  25.  Go  into  a  chamber,  &c.  This  happened  when  he  heard  the  king 
was  slain,  and  justly  apprehendwl  that  he  should  be  punished  for  his  false  pro- 
phecy (Ch.);  though  this  be  no  wnere  recorded,  (C.)  except  in  Josephus.  W.— 
He  probably  escaped  death.  Salien. 

Ver.  27.  Distress,  both  "in  small  quantity,"  (Parol.,)  and  very  bad.  Grot. 
T.  Isa.  xxx.  20.- -Peace,  when  I  will  puuish  thee,  as  an  impostor.  M. — How 
grating  must  this  have  been  to  the  good  king  Josaphat;  and  still  be  does  not 
abandon  the  company  of  such  infatuated  people .'  Ver.  20.  B. 

Ver.  30.  Thy  own.  Sept.  "I  will  disguise  myself,  and  go  into  the  battle; 
ond  do  thou  put  on  my  garment."  Hence  the  Syrians  mistook  Josaphat  for 
Achab,  (ver.  32.  C.)  as  "it  bad  been  agreed  between  them,  that  he  should  wear 
the  robes  of  Achab,  to  elude  more  easily  the  prediction  of  Micheas."  Joseph,  vlii. 
16. — Voin  and  impious  ottempt !  Providence  found  him  out,  though  unadorned. 


H. — Achab  might  pretend  thus  to  honour  the  king  of  Juda  (M.)  ;  ond  perhaps 
he  had  been  apprized  of  the  order  given  to  the  Syrians,  to  single  him  out,  ver.  31. 
What  could  prompt  such  an  order  cannot  be  easily  ascertained. 

Ver.  31.  Captains  of,  or  mounted  "on  chariots.11  There  would  hardly  be 
so  many  general  officers  over  the  chariots  alone.  The  Fame  number  of  kings  had 
been  in  a  former  engagement,  and  they  had  been  replaced  by  these  captains. 
Chap.  xx.  24.  C.—Only.  Not  that  the  Syrians  were  to  avoid  hurting  anybody 
else,  os  they  could  not  thus  come  at  the  king  (Salien);  and  we  find  one  shot  en 
arrow  at  the  army  of  Israel  (ver.  34.  H.) ;  but  the  main  onset  was  to  be  directed 
against  Achab,  either  to  kill  or  to  take  him  prisoner.  M. 

Ver.  32.  Cried  out.  Par.  add,  to  the  Lord,  and  he  helped  him,  and  turned 
them  away  from  him.  The  Jews  (in  Seder.  Olam  17)  acknowledge  the  same 
thing;  and  thus  it  was  known  that  Josaphat  was  not  the  king  of  Israel,  who 

would  rather  have  invoked  Baal.  M. 

Ver.  34.    Stomach.    Par.  between  the  neck  and  the  shoulders.    The  arrow 

went  in  at  the  lungs,  and  came  out  at  the  shoulders,  as  it  was  shot  from  a  lower 
ground.  M. — Some  explain  the  Heb.  "  between  the  joints  and  the  coat  of 
mail."  Prot.  "joints  of  the  harness."  Sept.  "between  the  lungs  and  the 
thorax.'*  H.— Syr.  "between  the  juncture  of  the  coat  cf  mail,"  where  it  ia 
connected  with  the  armour  of  the  thighs.  Grot. — God  directed  the  random  shot. 
Salien.  W. 

Ver.  35.  Evening.  Achab  had  only  retired  to  the  hinder  ranks,  while 
Josaphat,  by  his  valour,  maintained  the  day,  till  the  death  of  the  former  put  an 
end  to  the  war. 

Ver.  38.    Of  Samaria.    Josephu6  says,  of  Jezara,  (Jezrahel,)  conformably 


Some  suspect  that  such  were  painted  upon  the  chariot.  Josephus  intimates,  with 
the  Sept.,  that  "harlots  bathed  in  the  blood,"  (Ant.  viii.  16,)  which  would  tend 
to  the  greater  contempt  of  Achab.  M. — Spoken,  respecting  dogs  licking  up  Achao'a 
blood.  No  mention  had  been  made  of  the  chariot.  God  was  thus  pleased  to  show 
how  easilv  he  could  have  executed  the  seutence  in  all  its  rigour. 
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Chap.  XXil. 


111.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XXII. 


40  So  Achab  slept  with  his  fathers ;  and  Ochozias,  his 
son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

41  But  Josaphat,  the  son  of  Asa,  began  to  reign  over 
Juda,  in  the  fourth  year*  of  Achab,  king  of  Israel. 

42  He  was  five  and  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  five  and  twenty  years  in  Jerusalem  : 
the  name  of  his  mother  was  Azuba,  the  daughter  of  Salai. 

43  And  he  walked  in  all  the  way  of  Asa,  his  father, 
and  he  declined  not  from  it :  and  he  did  that  which  was 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

44  Nevertheless,  he  took  not  away  the  high  places: 
for  as  yet  the  people  offered  sacrifices,  and  burnt  incense 
in  the  high  places. 

45  And  Josaphat  had  peace  with  the  king  of  Israel. 

46  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josaphat,  and  his  works 
which  he  did,  and  his  battles,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Juda? 

47  And  the  remnant  also  of  the  effeminate,  who  re- 
mained in  the  days  of  Asa,  his  father,  he  took  out  of  the  land. 


»  A.  M.  mO,  A.  C.  914.-0  a.  M.  3108. 


Ver.  44.  lie  tooJi  not  away.  ice.  He  left  some  of  the  high  places,  viz.  those 
in  which  they  worshipped  the  true  God;  but  took  away  all  others,  2  Par.  xvii. 
8  (Ch.) ;  and  even  those  also,  before  the  end  of  his  reign"(C.) :  as  they  were  con- 
trary to  the  law.  M. 

Ver.  45.  Israel.  The  five  subsequent  verses  are  omitted  in  the  Rom. 
Sept. 

Ver.  48.  Edom.  Heb.  and  Chal.  "  but  a  deputy  king,"  or  viceroy  (T.)  ;  so 
that  the  kings  of  Juda  might  equip  fleets  at  Aslongaber,  as  the  country'of  Idumea 
was  subject  to  them  ever  since  the  time  of  David.  2  Par.  viii.  17. 

Ver.  50.  Would  not.  He  had  been  reprehended  before  for  admitting  such  a 
partner :  and  therefore  would  have  no  more  to  do  with  him.  Ch. — They  had 


48  And  there  was  then  no  king  appointed  in  Edom. 
^  .  49  But  king  Josaphat  made  navies  on  the  sea,  bto  sail 
into  Ophir  for  gold  :  but  they  could  not  go,  cfor  the  ships 
were  broken  in  Asiongaber. 

50  Then  Ochozias,  the  son  of  Achab,  said  to  Josaphat: 
Let  my  servants  go  with  thy  servants  in  the  ships.  And 
Josaphat  would  not. 

51  And  d  Josaphat  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was 
buried  with  them  in  the  city  of  David,  his  father;  and 
Joram,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

52  And  Ochozias,  the  son  of  Achab,  began  to  reign 
over  Israel,  in  Samaria,  in  the  seventeenth  year  ofe  Josa- 
phat, king  of  Juda,  and  he  reigned  over  Israel  two  years. 

53  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
walked  in  the  way  of  his  father  and  his  mother,  and  in  the 
way  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

54  He  served  also  Baal,  and  worshipped  him,  and  pro- 
voked the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  according  to  all  that 
his  father  had  done. 


■  2  Par. 


;.  36.- 


A.  M.  3115,  A.  C.  539.—*  A.  M.  3106. 


formerly  joined  in  equipping  such  a  fleet,  (2  Par.  xx.  3G,  and  37.  C.)  and  it  had 
been  dashed  to  pieces  in  the  very  port.  H. 

Ver.  52.  Yean,  not  complete  as  the  first  is  comprised  in  the  reign  of  Achab. 
and  the  last  in  that  of  Joram.  4  Kings  iii.  1.  Usher,  A.  3108.— Yet  his  very 
short  reign  was  memorable  for  many  disastew ;  the  revolt  of  the  dependent  king 
of  Moab,  the  ruin  of  Ins  navy,  ice,  that  he  might  thus  be  reclaimed  from  his  evil 
ways.  Salien,  A.  C.  913.— Houbigant  allows  this  king:  two  full  years;  and  rejects 
the  notion  of  his  being  associated  by  his  father,  as  he  does  on  other  similar  occa- 
sions, where  the  Scripture  is  silent.  He  makes  Ochozias  commence  iu  the  nine- 
teenth, and  end  in  the  twenty-second  of  Josaphat,  and  not  in  the  second  of  Joram 
4  Msgs  i.  17.    The  Heb.  and  Greek  copies  vary,  H. 


THE 

FOURTH  BOOK  OF  KINGS. 


This  Book  brings  us  to  the  conclusion  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  (chap,  xvii.,)  and  to  the  captivity  of  Juda.  at  Babylon.  Chap  xa 
reigning  ovct  the  two  tribes,  while  lb*  ten  were  uniformly  governed  by  men  of  perverse  morals.  VfV-Yet  there  were  some  w,., 
doms.    David  and  h*  descendants  (H.)  occupy  the  throne  near  480  years;  and,  after  the  captivity,  continue  in  some  decree  of  h 

kL'7h™  r    a      ,  I?        V"  J*™?1 ;  50me  by  U5urPation<  <»■)  by  God'*  appointment :  who  thus  chooses  to  chastise  tl 

his  Church,  and  sends  his  prophets  for  the  instruction  of  %11.  W.— We  have  inquired  in  the  prafi 


xxv.    We  behold  some  virtuous  princes 
ho  adhered  to  the  Lord  in  boih  king- 
onour  till  the  coming  of  Christ, 
the  wicked.    He  still  watches  over 


\,*7^-l5T  I"  j3\?f?C!"?!I  If  8UC^Se?,b*^  wh„°  reigns  55 ;  Amon,  2 ;  Josias,  31 ;  Joachaz, 

*  months  and  10  days  reigning  alone,  he  is  led 
,  is  also,  after  9  years,  deprived  of  his  sit-nt. 
™^Z7hTnd"^  »">™W™>  »  na.D^0D;  ««>ucnodonosor  had  already  led  away  3023,  under  Joakin.    After  the  death  of  Godolias,  who  was  left  to 

fSSu^SS&TS!^  thetpCOple;  $  3117'  he  raa?e  746  mo™  and  Ih™  »        ™        to  the  kingdom  of  Juda     The  sc^rgeTad  been 

retaided  for  some  time,  by  ths  repentance  of  Mannsses,  and  the  prayers  of  the  prophets.  C.  8 


CHAPTER  I. 

Ochozias  tendeth  to  consult  Beehebub ;  Elias  forctelteth  his  death :  and  causeth 
Jire  to  come  down  from  heaven,  upon  two  captains  and  their  companies. 

AND  Moab  rebelled  against  Israel,  after  the  death  of 
Achab.* 


■  A.  M.  310S,  A.  C. 


CHAP.  L  Ver.  1.    Rebelled:  lit.  "prevaricated."  H.— The  kings  of  Israel 
jtept  some  of  the  nations,  which  David  had  conquered,  in  subjection,  while  the 
kings  ot  Juda  ruled  over  the  others.    In  consequence  of  the  late  disaster  these 
392 


2  And  Ochozias  fell  through  the  lattices  of  his  upper 
chamber,  which  he  had  in  Samaria,  and  was  sick  :  and 
he  sent  messengers,  saying  to  them  :  Go,  consult  Beelze- 
bub, the  god  of  Accaron,  whether  I  shall  recover  of  thia 
mv  illness. 

if 

3  And  an  angel  of  the  Lord  spoke  to  Elias,  the  Thes 


people  began  to  throw  off  the  yoke.  T. — Joram  made  war  upon  Moab.  Chap,  iii 
5.    God  began  to  punish  the  house  of  Achab  bv  these  means.  C. 

\eb.  2.    lattices,  by  a  skylight,  (H.)  or  trap-deor,  designed  to  give  light  to 
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Chap.  L 


IV.  KINGS 


Chap.  II. 


bite,  saying  Arise,  and  go  up  to  meet  the  messengers  of 
the  king  of  Samaria,  and  say  to  them  :  Is  there  not  a  God 
in  Israel,  that  ye  go  to  consult  Beelzebub,  the  god  of 
Accaron  ? 

4  Wherefore  thus  saith  the  Lord :  From  the  bed,  on 
which  thou  art  gone  up,  thou  shalt  not  come  down,  but 
thou  shalt  surely  die.    And  Elias  went  away. 

5  And  the  messengers  turned  back  to  Ochozias.  And 
he  said  to  them  :  Why  are  you  come  back  ? 

6  But  they  answered  him  :  A  man  met  us,  and  said  to 
us :  Go,  and  return  to  the  king,  that  sent  you,  and  you 
shall  say  to  him  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Is  it  because  there 
was  no  God  in  Israel,  that  thou  sendest  to  Beelzebub,  the 
god  of  Accaron  ?  Therefore  thou  shalt  not  come  down 
from  the  bed,  on  which  thou  art  gone  up,  but  thou  shalt 
surely  die. 

7  And  he  said  to  them :  What  manner  of  man  was  he 
who  met  you,  and  spoke  these  words? 

8  But  they  said  :  A  hairy  man,  with  a  girdle  of  leather 
about  his  loins.    And  he  said  :  It  is  Elias,  the  Thesbite. 

9  And  he  sent  to  him  a  captain  of  fifty,  and  the  fifty 
men  that  were  under  him.  And  he  went  up  to  him,  and 
as  he  was  sitting  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  he  said  to  him  : 
Man  of  God,  the  king  hath  commanded  that  thou  come 
down. 

10  And  Elias  answering,  said  to  the  captain  of  fifty: 
If  I  be  a  man  of  God,  let  fire  come  down  from  heaven 
and  consume  thee,  and  thy  fifty.  And  there  came  down 
fire  from  heaven  and  consumed  him,  and  the  fifty  that  were 
with  him. 

11  And  he  again  sent  to  him  another  captain  of  fifty 
men,  and  his  fifty  with  him.  And  he  said  to  him  :  Man 
of  God :  Thus  saith  the  king :  Make  haste  and  come 
down. 

the  room  below,  into  which  the  king  fell.  The  roofs  aro  generally  fiat  in  the 
But,  and  covered  with  earth  mixed  with  straw,  with  the  light  at  the  top,  to  pre- 
vent the  excessive  heats. — Of.  Heb.,  &c,  "into."  C. — If  the  lattices  be  under- 
stood to  mean  tho  rails,  which  were  ordered  to  be  placed  round  the  roof,  (Deut. 
xxii.  8,)  Ochozias  might  fall  into  the  street.  M. — Joscphus  thkiks  he  fell  from  the 
staircase.  At  any  rare  he  was  much  hurt,  (H.)  and  thus  was  made  to  feel  the 
mrivjnation  of  God.  T.—God.  Sept.  "  Baal,  tho  god-fly"  (C.)j  the  Jupiter  of 
the  Greeks,  or  their  chief  god;  and  the  prince  of  devils.  Matt.  xii. — Accaron. 
He  was  supposed  to  free  the  people  of  the  country  from  beiwr  infested  with  flies; 
or  the  many  victims  offered  up  to  him  drew  those  insects  together.  Vatable. 

Ver.  6.  Messengers.  They  were  perhaps  citizens  of  Accaron,  who  had  ex- 
to'led  tho  sagacity  of  their  god,  but  were  totally  unacquainted  with  Elias.  Yet  as 
he  showed  his  knowledge  of  secret  things,  by  telling  them  what  they  were  going 
■bout,  (Salien,)  and  *poke  with  such  assurance,  (H.)  tboy  thought  proper  to  return, 
lest  they  should  incur  a  similar  punishment.  M. 

Ver.  8.  Man.  Heb.  aiss  Bui  ssar,  "a  rnau  lord  of  hair,"  or  all  covered 
with  it,  having  a  long  beard,  like  the  ancient  sages,  (S.  Jer.  in  Ezec.  xxxv.,)  and 
clothed  with  a  skin,  (Bochart,)  us  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  the  heroes, 
prophets,  and  S.  John  Baptist,  are  described.  Heb.  xi.  37  ;  Matt.  iii.  4.  C. — 
EUns.  He  was  known  by  bis  long  hair  and  distinct  garment,  from  ordinary 
men.  W. 

Ver.  9.  Under  him ;  his  own  guards.  The  captain  was  to  request  him  to 
pray  for  the  king's  recovery  (C.) ;  or  rather  (H.)  to  punish  him  for  what  he  had 
said  to  the  messengers.  C—Of  God.  Procopius  and  other*  think  that  he  spoke 
contempluously,  and  was  therefore  punished.  M. — Down.  The  prophets  are  not 
bound  to  obey  kings  in  the  exercise  of  their  ministry.  Grotius.— Elias  complies 
as  soon  as  he  had  orders  from  God.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Let  fire,  &e.  Elias  was  inspired  to  call  down  flre  from  heaven  upon 
these  captains,  who  came  to  apprehend  him ;  not  out  of  a  desire  to  gratify  any 
private  passion,  but  to  punish  the  insult  offered  to  religion,  to  confirm  his  mission, 
and  to  show  how  vain  are  tho  efforts  of  men  ugainst  God  and  his  servants,  whom 
he  has  a  mind  to  protect.  Ch. — Elias  acted  as  God's  envoy,  and  the  insult  revert- 
ed upon  him.  S.  Tho.  ii.  2,  q.  108,  a.  2. — Tho  Manichees  have  blamed  the  con- 
duct of  the  prophet :  but  tbe  miracle  justifies  him,  as  God  would  never  counte- 
nance the  private  revenge  of  any  one;  and  the  Holy  Ghost  places  this  transaction 
on  a  level  with  that  when  Elias  shut  up  the  heavens.  Eccli.  xlviii.  3.  S.  Peter 
was  moved  with  the  like  zeal.  Acta  v.  5. 

7br.  11     Another  not  knowing  what  was  become  of  the  first,  or  why  ho  did 


12  Elias  answering;,  said:  If  I  be  a  man  of  God,  let 
fire  come  clown  from  heaven,  and  consume  thee,  and  thv 
fifty.  And  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed 
him  and  his  fifty. 

13  Again  he  sent  a  third  captain  of  fifty  men,  and  the 
fifty  that  were  with  him.  And  when  he  was  come,  he 
fell  upon  his  knees  before  Elias,  and  besought  him,  and 
said :  Man  of  God,  despise  not  my  life,  and  the  lives  of 
thy  servants  that  are  with  me. 

14  Behold  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed 
the  two  first  captains  of  fifty  men,  and  the  fifties  that  were 
with  them  :  but  now  I  beseech  thee  to  spare  my  life. 

15  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  spoke  to  Elias,  saying. 
Go  down  with  him,  fear  not.  He  arose  therefore,  and 
went  down  with  him  to  the  king, 

16  And  said  to  him:  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Because 
thou  hast  sent  messengers  to  consult  Beelzebub,  the  God 
of  Accaron,  as  though  there  were  not  a  God  in  Israel,  of 
whom  thou  mightest  inquire  the  word ;  therefore,  from 
the  bed  on  which  thou  art  gone  up,  -thou  shalt  not  come 
down,  but  thou  shalt  surely  die. 

17  So  he  died,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  Elias  spoke ;  and  Joram,  his  brother,  reigned  in  his 
stead,  in  the  second  "year  of  Joram,  the  son  of  Josaphat, 
king  of  Juda,  because  he  had  no  son. 

18  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ochozias,  which  he  did, 
are  th  jy  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days 
of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

CHAP.  II. 

Elisevs  will  not  part  from  Elias.  The  water  of  the  Jordan  is  divided  by 
Eiias's  cloak.  Elias  is  taken  up  m  a  Jiery  chariot,  and  his  double  spirit  is 
given  to  Eliseus.  Eliseus  healeth  the  waters  by  casting  in  salt.  Soys  are 
torn  by  bears,  for  mocking  Eliseus. 

»  A*  M.  3108,  A,  C,  696. 

not  return  ;  as  Ochozias  was  eager  to  have  the  prophet  in  his  power.  M. — If  he 
were  acquainted  with  his  fate,  (Ii.)  this  second  captain  was  guilty  oi  greater  indo- 
lence. 

Ver.  17.  The  ttttond  year  of  Joram,  &c,  counted  from  tho  time  that  he  was 
associated  to  the  throne  by  his  father  Josaphat  (Ch.) ;  so  that  it  is  said  that  ht 
reigned  also  in  the  lath  year  of  Josaphat.  Chap.  iii.  I.  See  also  chap.  viii.  16. 
To  obviate  these  apparent  contradictions,  chronologists  suppose  that  Jorao* 
reigned  over  Israel  in  the  18th  of  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda,  and  in  the  >econd  year 
after  the  latter  had  appointed  his  son  Joram  viceroy.  He  was  associated  with  hU 
father  on  the  throne  two  years  before  his  death,  and  In  the  5th  of  Joram,  kinij  of 
Israel.  Examples  of  this  kind  are  frequent  among  tbe  Hebrews,  and  particularly 
among  tho  Persians,  whose  chronology  is  thus  rendered  very  difficult.  Why 
should  we  allow  that  the  numbers  are  erroneous,  when  this  explanation  will 
suffice?  C— Grotius  leaves  the  matter  undecided.  D. — Capel  (Crit.  p.  414) 
maintains  that  the  numbers  have  been  ill  transcribed;  and  does  Houbi^ant, 
who  asserte  that  such  a  mode  of  writing  would  not  be  tolerable  in  a  profane 
author ;  thus  to  mention  different  dates,  without  intimating  how  they  are  to  be 
reconciled.  If  we  should  read  that  Heraclius  began  to  reign  *'in  the  18th  year 
of  Chosroes,"  and  a  little  after  that  he  ascended  the  throne  u  in  the  second  yeai 
of  the  sou  of  Chosroes,"  without  ever  specifying  how  Heraclius  began  his  reign  at 
two  different  periods,  who  would  not  suspect  a  mistake?  Is  it  not  more  rational 
to  throw  the  blame  on  the  transcriber,  than  on  the  author?  The  modern  chrono- 
logists  seem  to  have  invented  the  idcaof  viceroys  and  simultaneous  kings  among 
the  Hebrews  merely  to  get  over  difficulties;  thougb  the  Scripture  be  entirely  silent 
on  this  head.  Houbigant  would  therefore  read,  °  in  the  2:2nd  year  of  Josaphat/'  as 
the  mention  of  Jorum  seems  here  improper,  (absurdaj  his  father  reigning  23  year*. 
Ochozias  be?au  to  reign  when  Josaphat  had  almost  completed  his  I7th  year.  *See  8 
Kings  xxiL  62.  U.—Hti  brother  is  not  specified  in  Heb.,  Chal.,  Arab,Tand  in  some 
copies  of  the  Sept.,  but  it  is  in  most  others,  as  well  as  in  the  Syriac,  (C.)  Josephus, 
&c.  (H.)  ;  and  tliis  is  the  common  opinion.  The  Roman  edition  here  inserts  (C.) 
after  Elias  spoke,  (18)  "And  the,  flee.  .  .  .  and  Joram,"  &c,  nearly  as  chap,  ill* 
1—3;  only  tar  father  it  substitutes,  "not  like  his  brothers and  adds,  "the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  was  enkindled  against  the  house  of  Achab."  Xo  mention  it 
made  of  the  second  yea?  of  Joram,  &c.  (H.)  in  any  edition  of  the  Sept.  Capel.— 
In  the  mean  time  Josaphat,  being  returned  from  the  unfortunate  expedition  with 
Achab,  set  his  kingdom  in  order,  purifying  it  from  all  the  vestiges  of  idolatry,  u 
much  as  he  was  able,  and  appointing  proper  judges.  2  Par.  xix. 

CHAP.  II.  Vbb   1.    Heaven*    By  heawm  Ym>  is  meant,  the  air,  the  lcwert 
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AND  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Lord  would  take  up 
Elias,  into  heaven,  by  a  whirlwind,*  that  Elias  and 
Eliseus  were  going  from  Galgal. 

2  And  Elias  said  to  Eliseus  :  Stay  thou  here,  because 
the  Lord  hath  sent  me  as  far  as  Bethel.  And  Eliseus  said 
to  him :  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will 
not  leave  thee.  And  when  they  were  come  down  to  Bethel, 

3  The  sons  of  the  prophets,  that  were  at  Bethel,  came 
forth  to  Eliseus,  and  said  to  him  •  Dost  thou  know  that, 
this  day,  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thee  ? 
And  he  answered  :  1  also  know  it .  hold  your  peace. 

4  And  Elias  said  to  Eliseus :  Stay  here,  because  the 
Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jericho.  And  he  said  :  As  the  Lord 
liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  And 
when  they  were  come  to  Jericho, 

5  The  sons  of  the  prophets,  that  were  at  Jericho,  came 
to  Eliseus,  and  said  to  him :  Dost  thou  know  that,  this 
day,  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thee  ?  And 
he  said  :  I  also  know  it :  hold  your  peace. 

6  And  Elias  said  to  him  :  Stay  here,  because  the  Lord 
hath  sent  me  as  far  as  the  Jordan.  And  he  said  :  As  the 
Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee. 
And  thev  two  went  on  together. 

7  And  fifty  men,  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets,  followed 
them,  and  stood  in  sight,  at  a  distance :  but  they  two 
stood  by  the  Jordan. 

8  And  Elias  took  his  mantle,  and  folded  it  together, 
and  struck  the  waters,  and  thev  were  divided  hither  and 
thither,  and  they  both  passed  over  on  dry  ground. 

9  And  when  they  were  gone  over,  Elias  said  to  Eli- 
seus :  Ask  what  thou  wilt  have  me  to  do  for  thee,  before  I 
be  taken  away' from  thee.  And  Eliseus  said:  I  beseech 
thee,  that  in  me  may  be  thy  double  spirit. 

10  And  he  answered  :  Thou  hast  asked  a  hard  thing; 


A.  M.  3103. 


of  the  heavenly  region*.  (Ch.)  through  which  he  was  carried  by  the  ministry  of 
angels,  who  directed  the  storm,  (H.)  to  the  place  designed  for  him. — It  is  gener- 
ally supposed  to  be  Paradise,  (C.)  whither  Henoch  had  been  translated.  H. — 
They  are  still  living,  (C.)  and  mast  come  again,  to  invite  all  to  repent.  After 
which  they  will  die  martyrs,  in  the  persecution  of  Antichrist.  H. — See  S.  Aug.  de 
Gen.  ad  lit.  ix.  6,  et  Apoc.  xi.  W.— Eccli.  xlviii.  10.  M.— Some  suppose  it  is 
■till  in  some  unknown  region  of  the  earth  :  others  place  it  above  the  sky,  (M.)  or 
In  the  bosom  of  Abraham.  C. 

Ver.  3.  The  sons  of  the  prophets.  That  is,  the  disciples  of  the  prophets; 
who  ecem  to  have  had  their  schools,  like  colleges  or  communities,  in  Hethel, 
Jericho,  and  other  places,  in  the  days  of  Elias  and  Eliseus-  Ch — Many  of  these 
disciples  might  be  also  their  children.  Elias  collected  some  fervent  souls  together 
even  at  Bethel,  to  preserve  the  true  religion  as  much  as  possible.  He  visited 
them  before  his  departure.  C— Peace:  let  not  Elias  hear  us.  H. 

Ver.  8.  Mantle.  Sept.  pTj\wrt)y,  "  Elicep-skin,"  (M.)  such  as  the  prophet* 
wore.  The  Syrine  explains  it  of  an  ornament  or  bandage  of  the  head;  others,  of 
■  leathern  mantle  to  keep  off  rain. 

Ver.  9.  Double  spirit.  A  double  portion  of  thy  spirit,  as  thy  eldest  son  and 
heir :  or  thy  spirit,  which  is  double,  in  comparison  of  that  which  God  usually 
impart  eth  to  his  prophets  (Ch.)  ;  or  the  power  of  working  miracles,  as  well  as  of 
prophesying.  W. — He  wishes  to  excel  his  fellow  disciples  rather  than  his  master. 
T-  Cajet.  Amania. — Double  often  means,  great  and  perfect.  Jer.  xvii.  18.  If 
Eliseus  even  begged  that  he  might  perform  more  and  greater  wonders  than  his 
master,  (as  Christ  enabled  his  disciples  to  surpass  himself  in  this  particular, 
John  xir.  12.  II.)  he  might  do  it  without  pride,  purely  for  the  glory  of  God.  He 
certainly  shone  forth  with  peculiar  splendour ;  and  some  have  enumerated  sixteen 
or  twenty-four  of  his  miracles,  while  they  can  only  find  eight  (Lyran.)  or  twelve 
recorded  of  Elias.  See  A.  Lapide,  in  Eccli.  xlviii.  13.  C. 

Vbr.  10.  Hard  thing.  Hob.  lit.  "thou  art  hardened  to  ask"  a  thing  so 
difficult,  and  which  I  have  not  the  power  to  grant.  But  I  will  pray  that  thou 
mayst  receive  it  (C.)  ;  and  T  fe*l  confident  that  thou  wilt,  if  God  shall  grant  thee 
tacpower  to  see  me  at  my  departure.  H. — This  he  did,  ver.  12.  M. 

Ver.  II.    Horses.    Anirels  assumed  these  forms,  (Grotius,)  or  a  cloud,  resem- 
bling a  firry  chariot  and  horses,  was  impelled  by  a  strong  wind,  under  their 
guidance.  Tostat.  M.  Salien.  A.  C.  914.— Heaven,  (see  ver.  1.)  where  he  lives  free 
Vom  all  disturbance.  T. — It  is  a  constant  belief  that  he  will  come  again  be/ore 
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nevertheless,  if  thou  *ee  me  when  I  am  taken  from  thee, 
thou  shalt  have  what  thou  hust  asked  :  but  if  thou  see  me 
not,  thou  shalt  nut  have  it. 

11  And  as  they  went  on,  walking  and  talking  together, 
behold,  a  fiery  chariot  and  fiery  horses  parted  them  both 
asunder :  band  Elias  went  up  by  a  whirlwind  intc  heaven. 

12  And  Eliseus  saw  him.  and  cried;  My  father,  my 
father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  driver  thereof.  And 
he  saw  him  no  more :  and  he  took  hold  cf  his  own  gar- 
ments, and  rent  them  in  two  pieces. 

13  And  he  took  up  the  mantle  of  Elias,  that  fell  from 
him :  and  going  back,  he  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  Jor- 
dan ; 

14  And  he  struck  the  waters  with  the  mantle  of  Elias, 
that  had  fallen  from  him,  and  they  were  not  divided.  And 
he  said  ;  Where  is  now  the  God  of  Elias  ?  And  he  struck 
the  waters,  and  they  were  divided  hither  and  thither,  and 
Eliseus  passed  over. 

15  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets,  at  Jericho,  who  were 
over  against  him,  seeing  it,  said:  The  spirit  of  Elias  hath 
rested  upon  Eliseus.  And  coming  to  meet  him,  they 
worshipped  him,  falling  to  the  ground, 

16  And  they  said  to  him :  Behold,  there  are  with  thy 
servants,  fifty  strong  men,  that  can  go,  and  seek  thy  mas- 
ter, lest,  perhaps,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  hath  taken  him 
up  and  cast  him  upon  some  mountain,  or  into  some  valley. 
And  he  said  :  Do  not  send. 

17  But  they  pressed  him,  till  he  consented,  and  said : 
Send.  And  they  sent  fifty  men :  and  they  sought  three 
days,  but  found  him  not. 

18  And  they  came  back  to  him:  for  he  abode  at 
Jericho,  and  he  said  to  them  :  Did  I  not  say  to  you  ?  Do 
not  send. 

19  And  the  men  of  the  city  said  to  Eliseus:  Behold, 

b  EcclL  xIviiL  13;  1  Mac.  ii.  65. 


the  last  judgment  j  as  his  representative,  the  Baptist,  announced  the  first  appear- 
ance of  our  Redeemer.  S.  Greg.  horn.  7,  in  Ev.  Of  this  the  Jews  were  con- 
vinced.   S.  Justin,  Dial.    See  Mai.  iv.  5. 

Ver.  12.  Thereof.  Thou  alone  wast  equal  to  an  army  in  our  defenoe.  Cha- 
riots were  then  very  common.  C — Chal.  and  Vatab.  "  Thou  wast,  by  thy  prayer, 
better  to  Israel  than  chariots  and  horses."  So  we  should  call  a  person,  a  pillar 
of  the  state,  &c.  T. — In  giving  the  character  of  Elias  the  Holy  Ghost  dwells  in  a 
particular  manner  on  his  burning  real.  C. — Elias  stood  up  as  a  fire,  and  his 
word  burnt  like  a  torch  . .  hebrought  doicn  fire  from  hraven  thrice,  on  the  holo- 
caust, and  on  the  captains.  H. —  Who  can  glory  like  to  thee?  Eccli.  xlviii.  1,  4. 
See  SS.  Amb.  and  Chi-ys.  on  Elias.  His  resemblance  with  Christ  i>  very  striking;. 
His  name  puts  us  in  mind  of  Christ's  divinity;  who  burnt  with  zeal  for  God's 
bouse,  (John  ii.  17.)  was  persecuted.  (C.)  raised  the  dead  to  life,  rose  a^ain,  and 
ascended  triumphant  into  heaven,  having  imparted  his  blessing  (H.)  and  his 
sacraments  to  his  disciples.  C. — No  more,  as  he  was  taken  from  the  company  of 
men.  H.— Pieces,  to  express  his  grief  at  being  deprived  of  so  excellent  a  master.  M. 

Ver.  13.  Mantle,  as  an  earnest  of  his  BtTection.  By  the  imposition  of  this 
mantle  he  had  been  called  to  be  a  prophet.  3  Kings  xix.  19. 

Ver.  14.  Not  divided.  God  thus  prevented  him  from  giving  way  to  vanity, 
(Abul.  q.  28.)  or  thinking  that  he  could  do  any  thing  of  himself.  H. — Elias, 
neb.  "  where  is  he?"  C— The  original  and  Sept.  (Alex,  and  Vut.)  do  not  specify 
that  he  struck  the  waters  twice,  or  that  they  did  not  divide  at  first.  H. — This  is 
taken  from  other  copies  of  the  Sept.  Amama. — The  exclamation  contains  a  most 
fervent  prayer.  Heb.  (i  He  smote  the  waters,"  and  said,  "  Where  is  the  Lord 
God  of  Elias?  and  when  he  had  stricken  the,"  ftc.,  which  removes  the  idea  of 
presumption,  which  (H.)  some  discover  in  the  words  of  Eliseus.  T.  Sanctins. 

Ver.  15.  They  worshipped  Mm ;  vir.  with  an  inferior,  yet  religious  venera- 
tion, not  for  any  temporal,  but  spiritual  excellency.  Ch.  W. — They  had  stopped 
on  a  hill,  (M.)  to  6ee  the  event,  ver.  7.  H. — Jericho  itself  is  two  hours' journey 
from  the  Jordan.  Adric. — The  sons  of  the  prophets  had  seen  what  had  happened 
at  the  translation  of  Elias,  and  perceiving  that  Eliseus  was  invested  with  his  man- 
tle, and  with  the  power  of  working  mfrac«es,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  acknow- 
ledge him  for  their  superior  during  the  absence  ef  Elias,  who  th*y  erpected 
would  return.  C. 

Ver.  17.  Send.  He  acquiesces,  lest  they  might  think  that  he  was  afraid  ol 
losing  his  superiority.  M. 
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the  situation  of  this  city  is  very  good,  as  thou,  my  lord, 
seest :  but  the  waters  are  very  bad,  and  the  ground  barren. 

20  And  he  said :  Bring  me  a  new  vessel,  and  put  salt 
into  it.    And  when  they  had  brought  it, 

21  He  went  out  to  the  spring  of  the  waters,  and  cast 
the  salt  into  it,  and  said :  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  I  have 
healed  these  waters,  and  there  shall  be  no  more  in  them 
death  or  barrenness. 

22  And  the  waters  were  healed  unto  this  day,  accord- 
ing to  the  word  of  Eliseus,  which  he  spoke. 

23  And  he  went  up  from  thence  to  Bethel :  and  as  he 
was  going  up  by  the  way,  little  boys  came  out  of  the  city 
and  mocked  him,  saying :  Go  up,  thou  bald-head,  go  up, 
thou  bald-head. 

24  And  looking  back,  he  saw  them,  and  cursed  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  and  there  came  forth  two  bears, 
out  of  the  forest,  and  tore  of  them,  two  and  forty  boys. 

25  And  from  thence  he  went  to  Mount  Carmel,  and 
from  thence  he  returned  to  Samaria. 

CHAR  in. 

The  kings  of  Israel,  Juda,  and  Edom,  fight  against  the  king  of  Hloab.  Tlicy 
want  water,  which  Eliseus  procureth  without  rain  ;  and  prophesieth  victory. 
The  king  of  Moab  is  overthrown:  his  city  is  besieged:  he  sacrificeth  his 
first-born  son :  so  the  Israelites  raise  t?ie  siege. 

AND  Joram,  the  son  of  Achab,  reigned  over  Israel,  in 
Samaria,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  "Josaphat,  king 
of  Juda.    And  he  reigned  twelve  years. 

2  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  but  not  like  his 
father  and  his  mother :  for  he  took  away  the  statues  of 
Baal,  which  his  father  had  made. 

3  Nevertheless,  he  stuck  to  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the 
wn  of  Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin,  nor  did  he  depart 
from  them. 

4  Now  Messa,  king  of  Moab,  nourished  many  sheep, 
and  he  paid  to  the  king  of  Israel  a  hundred  thousand 
lambs,  and  a  hundred  thousand  rams,  with  their  fleeces. 

5  And  when  Achab  was  dead,  he  broke  the  league 
which  he  had  made  with  the  king  of  Israel. 

•  A,  M.  8108,  A.  C.  898. 

Vbr.  19.  Barren,  owing  to  the  salt  or  bituminous  waters.  Some  think  that 
thev  were  muddy  and  of  a  noisome  smell.  The  fountain  is  still  to  be  seen,  very 
abundant  and  excellent,  watering  the  plain  on  the  west  of  the  city.  Its  source  is 
about  two  miles  distant  on  the  road  to  Jerusalem.  Maundrell,  p.  134.  C. — Other 
parts  of  the  environs  were  very  fertile.  M. 

Ver.  20.  Put  salt.  He  removes  every  suspicion  of  imposture :  if  the  waters 
»ere  already  saline,  the  remedy  would  seem  contrary  to  his  design,  but  it  would 
display  the  miracle  in  a  stronger  light.  H. 

Ver.  23.  Bald-head.  It  is  not  known  whether  Eliseus  was  really  bald,  or 
only  wore  his  hair  short,  like  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  and  the  monks  at  present. 

Ver.  24.  Cursed  them.  This  curse,  which  was  followed  by  so  vi-ible  a  judg- 
ment of  God,  was  not  the  effect  of  passion,  or  of  a  desire  of  revenging  himself ;  but 
of  zeal  for  religion,  which  was  insulted  by  these  boys,  in  the  person  of  the  prophet, 
and  of  a  Divine  inspiration;  God  being  determined  to  punish  in  this  manner  the 
inhabitants  of  Bethel,  (the  chief  seat  of  the  calf-worship,)  whuhad  trained  up  their 
children  in  a  prejudice  against  the  true  religion  and  its  ministers.  Ch. — The  boys 
themselves  were  not  so  little  as  not  to  he  aware  of  the  insult  they  were  offering  to 
a  minister  of  the  God  of  Juda ;  and  probably  they  acted  thus  out  of  hatred  to  him, 
at  the  instigation  of  their  idolatrous  parents.  Sane.  C. — Lord.  He  called  on  him 
(M.)  to  revenge  his  own  cause,  (H.)  "that  the  people  might  learn  to  take  care  of 
heir  souls,  by  the  fear  of  death."  S.  Aug.  D. 

CHAP.  III.  Ver.  1.    Achab.    Joram  succeeded  his  brother.  Chop.  i.  17. 

Ver.  2.  Ba>Jl.  This  hap]K*ned  after  his  victory  over  Moab,  ver.  13.  C. — 
Salien  thinks  rather  that  Josaphat  refused  to  assist  him,  except  he  would  destroy 
what  had  been  lately  introduced  by  his  parents,  as  the  league  with  Achab  had 
been  biamed.  See  2  Par.  six.  2.  M. — Joram  was  not  so  wicked  as  might  have 
bstu  expected.  C. 

Ver.  4.  Nourished.  Heb.  nocod,  a  term  which  the  Sept.  leave  untranslated, 
moans  lit.  "marked"  with  some  colour  by  the  master. — Sheep,  Sym.  "large 


6  And  king  Joram  went  out  that  day  from  Samaria, 
and  mustered  all  Israel. 

7  And  he  sent  to  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda,  saying;  The 
king  of  Moab  is  revolted  from  me  :  come  with  me  against 
him  to  battle.  And  he  answered :  I  will  come  up :  he 
that  is  mine,  is  thine :  my  people  are  thy  people :  and  my 
horses,  thy  horses. 

8  And  he  said :  Which  way  shall  we  go  up  ?  But  he 
answered  :  By  the  desert  of  Edom. 

9  bSo  the  king  of  Israel,  and  the  king  of  Juda,  and 
the  king  of  Edom,  went,  and  they  fetcht  a  compass  of 
seven  days'  journey,  and  there  was  no  water  for  the  army, 
and  for  the  beasts,  that  followed  them. 

10  And  the  king  of  Israel  said:  Alas,  alas,  alar,  the 
Lord  hath  gathered  us  three  kings  together,  to  deliver  us 
into  the  hands  of  Moab. 

1 1  And  Josaphat  said  :  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of 
the  Lord,  that  we  may  beseech  the  Lord  by  him  ?  And 
one  of  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Israel  answered  :  Here 
is  Eliseus,  the  son  of  Saphat,  who  poured  water  on  the 
hands  of  Elias. 

12  And  Josaphat  said:  The  word  of  the  Lord  is  with 
him.  And  the  king  of  Israel,  and  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda, 
and  the  king  of  Edom,  went  down  to  him. 

13  And  Eliseus  said  to  the  king  of  Israel :  What  have 
I  to  do  with  thee  ?  go  to  the  prophets  of  thy  father,  and 
thy  mother.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  him:  Why 
hath  the  Lord  gathered  together  these  three  kings,  to 
deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  Moab  ( 

14  And  Eliseus  said  to  him :  As  the  Lord  of  hosts 
liveth,  in  whose  sight  I  stand,  if  I  did  not  reverence  the 
face  of  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda,  I  would  not  have  hearkened 
to  thee,  nor  looked  on  thee. 

15  But  now  bring  me  hither  a  minstrel.  And  when 
the  minstrel  played,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him, 
and  he  said : 

16  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Make  the  channel  of  this 
torrent  full  of  ditches. 

»  A.  M.  3]09,  A-  C.  895. 

cattle." — Fleeces;  it  is  commonly  supposed  every  year.  This  mode  of  tribute  was 
more  usual  than  paying  money.  The  Moabites  were  chiefly  employed  in  feeding 
sheep  and  cattle;  so  that  it  is  not  wonderful  that  they  should  have  such  great 
numbers. 

Ver.  8.  Edom,  though  more  circuitous  (C.)  than  to  cross  over  the  Jordan  at 
Gulgal,  as  the  enemy  might  thus  be  taken  unawares,  (M.)  and  fresh  recruits  might 
be  procured  from  the  tributary  king:  of  Edom,  ver.  9.  H,  Yet  the  want  of  water 
made  this  road  more  dangerous. 

Vi;k.  11.    Elias.  a  proverbial  expnrssion  to  denote  that  he  waited  upon  him. 

Vkr.  13.  Mother,  whom  thou  supportest.  This  is  not  an  order,  but  a  sar- 
casm, (H.)  which  the  king  deserved.  C.— Christ  said  to  Judas,  What  thou  doest. 
do  quichly,  John  xiii.  27.  H. — With  what  liberty  does  the  prophet  speak  to  an 
impious  king!  showing  himself  worthy  to  succeed  Elias,  and  actuated  by  the  like 
zeal  for  God. 

Ver.  15.  Minstrel.  The  priests  and  Levi  tea,  who  officiated  in  the  temple, 
accompanied  the  army.  Eliseus  wants  no  profane  music,  (C.)  but  by  this  request 
shows  his  respect  for  the  true  religion,  (H.)  and  by  sounding  forth  the  Divine 
praises  in  some  of  David's  psalms,  wishes  to  obtain  of  God  the  favour  which  wa* 
desired.  Theodoret.  M. — The  surprising  effects  of  ancient  music  to  calm  th€ 
passions  are  well  attested.  1  Kings  xvi.  17.  By  this  means  S.  Francis  was  raised 
to  the  contemplation  of  heavenly  things ;  and  S.  Augustine  says  of  himself,  "  How 
I  wept  when  1  heard  thy  hyinns  and  canticles,  being  greatly  moved  at  the  delight- 
ful harmony  of  thy  church:"  suavesonantis  Ecclesia  txus  vocibus  commotttt 
acriter.  Conf.  ix.  6,  de  C.  xiv.  24. —  Upon  him,  so  that  he  experienced  tha* 
enthusiasm  which  showed  that  he  was  actuated  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  to  speak  witk 
all  the  authority  requisite. 

Ver.  16.  Ditches.  It  was  then  quite  dry;  the  water  which  should  comt 
in  the  night,  would  both  refresh  the  army,  and  bring  on  the  ruin  of  mr 
Moabites, 
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17  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  :  You  shall  not  sec  wind, 
nor  rain:  andyetthischannel  shall  be  filled  with  waters, 
and  you  shall  drink,  you  and  your  families,  and  your 

18  And  this  is  a  small  thing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord: 
moreover,  he  will  deliver,  also.  Mbab  into  your  hands. 

19  And  you  shall  destroy  every  fenced  city,  and 
every  choice  city,  and  shall  cut  down  every  fruitful 
tree,  and  shall  stop  up  all  the  springs  of  waters,  and 
every  goodly  field  you  shall  cover  with  stones. 

20  And  it  came  to  pass,  in  the  morning,  when  the 
sacrifices  used  to  be  offered,  that  behold,  water  came  by 
the  way  of  Edom,  and  the  country  was  filled  with  water. 

21  And  all  the  Moabites  hearing  that  the  kings 
were  come  up  to  tight  against  them,  gathered  together 
all  that  were  girded  ivith  a  belt  upon  them,  and 
stood  in  the  borders. 

22  And  they  rose  early  in  the  morninsr,  and  the  sun 
being  now  up.  and  shining  upon  the  waters,  the  Moab- 
ites saw  the  waters  over  against  them  red,  like  blood, 

23  And  they  said  :  It  is  the  blood  of  the  sword  :  the 
kings  have  fought  among  themselves,  and  they  have 
killed  one  another :  go  now,  Moab,  to  the  spoils. 

24  And  they  went  into  the  camp  of  Israel:  but 
Israel,  rising  up,  defeated  Moab,  who  tied  before  them. 
And  they  being  conquerors,  went  and  smote  Moab. 

25  And  they  destroyed  the  cities:  And  they  filled 
every  goodly  field,  every  man  casting  his  stone  :  and 
they  stopt  up  all  the  springs  of  waters:  and  cut  down 
all  the  trees  that  bore  fruit,  so  that  brick  walls  only 
remained:  and  the  city  was  beset  by  the  slingers, 
and  a  great  part  thereof  destroyed. 

2G  And  when  the  king  of  Moab  saw  this,  to  wit, 
that  the  enemies  had  prevailed,  he  took  with  him 
seven  hundred  men  that  drew  the  sword,  to  break  in 
upon  the  king  of  Edom  :  but  they  could  not. 

27  Then  he  took  his  eldest  son,  that  should  have 
reigned  in  his  stead,  and  offered  him  for  a  burnt- 
offering  upon  the  wall :  and  there  was  great  indigna- 
tion in  Israel,  and  presently  they  departed  from  him, 
and  returned  into  their  own  country. 

Vkh.  19.  Tree.  This  was  an  exception  from  the  ^enerul  law  iDcuf.  xx.  19. 
C) ;  or  it  might  only  regard  the  laud  of  Chanaan,  which  the  Hebrews  should  oc- 
cupy. M.  W. — Stunew,  which  had  been  gathered  off  into  heaps.  Ifft.  v.  1. 

Vf.r.  21.  Upon  them.  Hcb.  "and  upward,''  both  soldiers  nnd  those  who  were 
usually  exempt  from  service. 

Vkii.  22.  Blond.  The  clouds  have,  frequently  a  reddish  colour  at  sun-rise, 
whieti  would  be  reflected  in  the  waters :  the  sand  might  also  be  red.  As  the 
Moabites  knew  that  no  water  could  be  expected  there  at  that  season  of  the  year, 
and  as  some  examples  hud  occurred  cf  people  turning  their  arms  one  against  an- 
other in  the  night,  (Judg.  vii.  22;  1  Kings  xiv.  20,)  they  concluded  that  what 
they  saw  was  blood.  C. 

■  Veh.  24.    Moab.    Heb.  adds,  "even  in  the  country." 

Vkr.  25.  Rrick  ira/fi.  It  was  the  proper  name  of  the  city  of  the  Moabites. 
Tn  Hebrew,  Kir-ffnmacth.  Ch, — Isa.  xv.  and  xri.  7.  It  wns  also  called  Ar,  or 
Arcopolis. — lUmained.  Hcb.  adds,  "with  the  stones  unmolested."  They  laid 
siege  to  it.  H. — Slinger*.  Grotius  would  understand  those  who  attended  the 
machines  designed  to  throw  stones,  Ac.  But  the  slingers  kept  off  the  enemy, 
while  others  undermiued  the  walls.  C. 

Ver.  26.  Edom,  hoping  that  he  would  favour  their  escape,  or  because  that 
part  seemed  the  weakest. 

Ver.  27.  Waft,  to  Chamos,  the  idol  of  Moab  (M.)j  or  to  Moloc,  to  nppcn?e 
the  wrath  of  the  gods.  Horrible  blindness!  H. — Indignation,  at  such  a  cruel 
action.  M. — Sept.  "  there  was  great  repentance"  and  sorrow.  The  text  may  also 
imply  that  God  was  displeased  at  Israel  for  pushing  the  king  to  such  an  extrem- 
ity; or  they  became  an  object  of  horror  to  the  surrounding  nations.  C. — The  first 
explanation  seems  the  best:  as  the  Israelites  thought  the  king  had  been  suffi- 
ciently punished,  and  therefore  retired.  They  had  no  reason  to  suspect  that  he 
would  have  given  wav  to  such  madness,  nor  were  they  to  blame  for  it.  H. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Miracle*  of  Elite  ue.    lie  raineth  a  dead  child  to  fife. 

NOW  a  certain  woman  of  the  wives  of  the  prophets, 
acried  to  Eliseus,  saying :  Thy  servant,  my  hus- 
band, is  dead,  and  thou  knowest  that  thy  servant  was 
one  that  feared  God,  and  behold  the  creditor  is  come 
to  take  away  my  two  sons  to  serve  him. 

2  And  Eliseus  said  to  her:  What  wilt  thou  have 
me  do  for  thee?  Tell  me,  what  hast  thou  in  thy 
house?  And  she  answered:  I,  thy  handmaid,  have 
nothing  in  my  house  but  a  little  oil,  to  anoint  me. 

3  And  he  said  to  her :  Go,  borrow  of  all  thy  neigh- 
bours empty  vessels,  not  a  few. 

4  And  go  in,  and  shut  thy  door,  when  thou  art 
within,  and  thy  sons :  and  pour  out  thereof  into  all 
those  vessels :  and  when  they  are  full,  take  them  away. 

5  So  the  woman  went,  and  shut  the  door  upon  her, 
and  upon  her  sons  :  they  brought  her  the  vessels,  and 
she  poured  in.  • 

6  And  when  the  vessels  were  full,  she  said 'to  her 
son  :  Bring  me  yet  a  vessel.  And  he  answered  :  I 
have  no  more.    And  the  oil  stood. 

7  And  she  came,  and  told  the  man  of  God.  And 
he  said:  Go,  sell  the  oil,  and  pay  thy  creditor:  and 
thou  and  thy  sons  live  of  the  rest. 

.8  And  there  was  a  day  when  Eliseus  passed  by 
Sunam  :  now  there  was  a  great  woman  there,  who 
I  detained  him  to  eat  bi'ead :  and  as  he  passed  often 
that  way,  he  turned  into  her  house  to  eat  bread. 

9  And  she  said  to  her  husband  :  I  perceive  that 
this  is  a  holy  man  of  God,  who  often  passeth  by  us. 

10  Let  us,  therefore,  make  him  a  little  chamber, 
and  put  a  little  bed  in  it  for  him,  and  a  table,  and  a 
stool,  and  a  candlestick,  that  when  he  cometh  to  us  he 
may  abide  there. 

11  Now.  there  was  a  certain  day,  when  he  came? 
and  turned  into  the  chamber,  and  rested  there. 

12  And  he  said  to  Giezi,  his  servant:  Call  this 
Sunamitess.  And  when  he  had  called  her,  and  she 
stood  before  him, 

 *A.  M.aufl,  A.asaa.  

CIlAP.  l\\  Ver.  1.  Serve  Aim,  not  as  slaves,  fot  the  Hebrews  wore  not  thus 
to  be  sold,  except  they  had  committed  some  crime,  Salicn,  A.  C.  913.  Sec  Lev. 
xxv.  89« — Hut  the  condition  of  mercenaries  was  perhaps  little  different  (H.){  and 
vre  find  that  people  were  sold  for  debt.  Exod.  xxi.  7;  Isa.  1.  1.  The  same  prac- 
tice seems  to  have  continued  till  our  Saviour's  time.  Matt,  xviii,  25.  Children 
were  regarded  as  part  of  a  person's  property. 

Ver.  2.  Anoint  me,  for  delicacy  or  hculth.  Matt.  vi.  17.  M. — To  abstain  from 
this  unction,  in  the  East,  mi  a  great  mortificatiou.  2  Kings  xiv.  2 ;  Deut.  xxviii. 
40,  Heb*  affile,  occurs  no  where  else,  and  may  signify  a  pot,  or  **  ^kin  of  oil," 
The  woman  had  nothing  else.  The  original  docs  not  ftaj  what  she  intended  to  do 
with  it.  G\ — She  might  use  it  for  food  (3  Kings  xfH.  12);  but  the  Sept.  agree 
wiih  the  Vulg.  II. 

Ver.  6.  Stootf.  The  grace  of  God  ceases  to  flow  when  the  soul  is  full  of  van- 
Itv.  S.  Bern. — Charity  does  not  increase,  wheu  it  bestows  nothing,  S.  Aug.  cerA 
206,  de  Temp, 


Ver.  S-    Snnam,  the  birthplace  of  the  beautiful  virgin  Ableag,  (Z  Kings  i. 


at  the  foot  of  Thabor,  (C.)  and  not  ubuvc  a  mile  From  Cnnncl.  Ver.  2S,  T.— 
Grmt  irnrnnnf     renowned  for  piety M  (Arab.)  and  riches.  Ver.  13.  T.  M. — 
Fearing  sins."  Chal.    This  was  true  greatness !  H. — Eliseus  often  passed  by  her 
house  when  he  went  to  viMt  the  colleges  at  Bethel,  Jericho.  Ac.  BL 

Vcr,  10,  Chamber.  Hob.  adds,  "on  the  wall."  (H.)  or  surrounded  "with 
walls,"  at  the  top  of  the  house,  where  strangers  usually  lodged.  C. — After  being 
entertained  the  first  day  with  the  family,  the^  might  retire,  nnd  live  as  if  they 
were  at  home ;  some  presents  being  sent  to  them  daily,  at  least  among  the  Greeks 
of  rank.  Vitrav.  vi.  10. — The  apartment  of  Eliseus  might  be  separate  from  the 
bouse,  that  he  might  be  less  distracted  in  his  meditations.  M.  Vatable. — 
Candti'ttickj  on  which  many  lamps,  or  even  wood,  might  burn.  Exod.  xiv. 
37.  a 
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13  He  said  to  his  servant :  Say  to  her:  Behold,  thou 
last  diligently  served  us  in  all  things;  what  wilt  thou 
have  me  to  do  for  thee?  Hast  thou  any  business,  and 
vrilt  thou,  that  I  speak  to  the  king,  or  to  the  general  of  the 
army?  And  she  answered.  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  my 
own  people. 

14  And  he  said  :  What  will  she  then  that  I  do  for 
her?  And  Giezi  said :  Do  not  ask,  for  she  hath  no  son, 
and  her  husband  is  old. 

15  Then  he  bid  him  call  her.  And  when  she  was 
called,  and  stood  before  the  door, 

16  He  said  to  her :  At  this  time,  and  this  same  hour, 
if  life  be  in  company,  thou  shalt  have  a  son  in  thy  womb. 
But  she  answered  :  Do  not,  I  beseech  thee,  my  lord,  thou 
man  of  God,  do  not  lie  to  thy  handmaid. 

17  And  the  woman  conceived,  and  brought  forth  a  son 
in  the  time,  'and  at  the  same  hour  that  Eliseus  had  said. 

18  And  the  child  grew.  And  on  a  certain  day,  when 
he  went  out  to  his  father  to  the  reapers, 

19  He  said  to  his  father:  My  head  acheth,  my  head 
acheth.  But  he  said  to  Lis  servant :  Take  him,  and  carry 
him  to  his  mother. 

20  And  when  he  had  taken  him,  and  brought  him  to 
his  mother,  she  set  him  on  her  knees,  until  noon,  and  then 
he  died. 

21  And  she  went  up,  and  laid  him  upon  the  bed  of 
the  man  of  God,  and  shut  the  door :  and  going  out, 

22  She  called  her  husband,  and  said:  Send  with  me, 
I  beseech  thee,  one  of  thy  servants,  and  an  ass,  that  1  may 
run  to  the  man  of  God,  and  come  again. 

23  And  he  said  to  her:  Why  dost  thou  go  to  him? 
to-day  is  neither  new  moon  nor  sabbath.  She  answered : 
I  will  go. 

24  And  she  saddled  an  ass,  and  commanded  her  serv- 
ant :  Drive,  and  make  haste,  make  no  stay  in  going : 
And  do  that  which  1  bid  thee. 

25  So  she  went  forward,  and  came  to  the  man  of  God, 
to  Mount  Carmel :  and  when  the  man  of  God  saw  her 

•  A.  M.  3110. 

Vbr.  13.  He  said,  or  "  he  had  said"  (Junius  and  Piscator)  ;  so  that  we  may 
include  this  and  the  following  verse  within  a  parenthesis,  as  alluding;  to  what  had 
passed  before  (C.) ;  unless  the  woman,  out  of  modesty,  did  not  come  into  the 
chamber  of  the  prophet,  who  addressed  her  by  an  interpreter,  (M.)  or  servant 
H. — Army.  Eliseus  had  acquired  great  influence  with  Joram,  in  the  war  with 
Moab.  C-— The  ancient  canons  exhort  bishops  to  present  the  petitions  of  the  poor 
to  the  prince.  Grotius. — People*  I  have  nothing  to  fear.  (H.)  and  am  not  in 
waut.  T. — I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  person.  C. — I  am  of  too  mean  a  condition 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  at  court.  Abul. 

Van.  16.  Womb.  Iieb.  "  At  this  season,  according  to  the  time  oflife,  (H.or 
of  a  woman  with  child,  M.)  thou  shalt  embrace  a  son"  in  thy  arms.  B.  See  Gen. 
trill  10.  C.—Jfi$  added  by  S.  Jerora,  agreeably  to  a  usual  form  of  speaking. 
M. — The  prophet  assures  the  woman  that  she  will  not  only  live,  but  also  bear  a 
son,  and  nurse  him.— Lie,  deceive,  (ver.  28.  H.)  or  flatter  me  with  vain  hopes.  C 
— Through  joy  she  could  hardly  believe.  See  Luke  xxiv.  41.  H. 

Ver.  21.  Bed,  esteeming  it  as  a  relic,  (II.)  or  wishing  to  excite  the  man  of 
God  to  pray  for  her  child,  and  to  conceal  its  death  from  her  husband.  M. 

Ver.  29.  Moont  a  day  of  devotion,  (Num.  x.  10.  C.)  or  probably  of  obligation, 
like  the  sabbath,  on  which  no  long  journey  could  be  undertaken,  (T.  Ver.  8,) 
unless  for  the  sake  of  piety,  (Exod.  xxvi.  8,)  as  Sunara  is  placed  six  or  saven 
leagues,  (C.)  or  eight  hours'  walk  from  Carmel.  Adrichom.  M. 

Ver.  24.  And  do.  Heb.  "unless  I  bid  thee."  Some  translate,  "  urge  me 
not  to  get  up,  unless,"  ic.  Chal.,  Arab.,  Jcc.  They  suppose  that  she  went  on  foot, 
and  that  the  ass  was  designed  for  Eliseus.  Vatab. 

Vbr.  20.  Well.  She  declines  mentioning  what  she  wanted  to  the  servant,  In 
order  that  she  might  speak  to  the  prophet  in  person.  M. 

Ver.  28.  A  son.  Better  had  it  been  for  me  not  to  have  become  a  mother, 
man  to  be  no  soon  deprived  of  my  child.  M. 

Vbr.  29.  Salute  him  not.  He  that  is  sent  to  raise  to  life  the  sinner  spiritually 
dead,  must  not  suffer  himself  to  bo  called  off.  or  diverted  from  his  enterprise,  by 


coming  towards,  he  said  to  Giezi,  his  servant :  Behold  thai 

Sunamitess. 

26  Go,  therefore,  to  meet  her,  and  say  to  her:  Is  all 
well  with  thee,  and  with  thy  husband,  and  with  thy  son! 
And  she  answered  :  Well. 

27  And  when  she  came  to  the  man  of  God,  to  the 
mount,  she  caught  hold  on  his  feet :  and  Giezi  came  to 
remove  her.  And  the  man  of  God  said :  Let  her  alone, 
for  her  soul  is  in  anguish,  and  the  Lord  hath  hid  it  from 
me,  and  hath  not  told  me. 

28  And  she  said  to  him:  Did  I  ask  a  son  of  my  lord? 
did  I  not  say  to  thee :  Do  not  deceive  me?  . 

29  Then  he  said  to  Giezi :  Gird  up  thy  loins,  and  take 
my  staff  in  thy  hand,  and  go.  If  any  man  meet  thee, 
salute  him  not:  and  if  any  man  salute  thee,  answer  him 
not :  and  lay  my  staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child. 

30  But  the  mother  of  the  child  said :  As  the  Lord  livelh, 
and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  He  arose, 
therefore,  and  followed  her. 

31  But  Giezi  was  gone  before  them,  and  laid  the  stall 
upon  the  face  of  the  child,  and  there  was  no  voice  nor 
sense :  and  he  returned  to  meet  him,  and  told  him,  say- 
inff  :  The  child  is  not  risen. 

32  Eliseus,  therefore,  went  into  the  house,  and  behold 
the  child  lay  dead  on  his  bed : 

33  And  going  in,  he  shut  the  door  upon  him,  and 
upon  the  child,  and  prayed  to  the  Lord. 

34  And  he  went  up,  and  lay  upon  the  child :  and  put 
his  mouth  upon  his  mouth,  and  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes, 
and  his  hands  upon  his  hands:  and  he  bowed  himself 
upon  him,  and  the  child's  flesh  grew  warm. 

35  Then  he  returned  and  walked  in  the  house,  once  to 
and  fro :  and  he  went  up,  and  lay  upon  him :  and  the 
child  gaped  seven  times,  and  opened  his  eyes. 

36  And  he  called  Giezi,  and  said  to  him:  Call  this 
Sunamitess.  And  she  being  called,  went  in  to  him  :  and 
he  said :  Take  up  thy  son. 

37  She  came  and  fell  at  liis  feet,  and  worshipped  upon 
the  ground  :  and  took  up  her  son,  and  went  out. 

the  salutations  or  ceremonies  of  the  world.  Ch. — So  must  the  preachers  of  the 
gospel  diligently  fulfil  their  important  office.  Luke  x.  4.  S.  Greg.  horn.  17. 
Urbanitv  is  not  reprehended ;  but  no  human  transaction  ought  to  impede  wliut  is 
Divine.  "S.  Amb.  ib.  C. — Eliseus  requires  the  utino:-t  expedition,  that  the  favour 
might  be  the  greater,  Qui  cito  dat,  uisdat.  M. 

Ver.  31.  The  child  in  not  rUen.  By  the  staff  of  Eliseus  is  represented  the 
rod  of  Moses,  or  tho  old  law,  which  was  incapable  of  restoring  life  to  mankind, 
then  dead  by  sin.  It  was  necessary  that  Christ  himself  should  come  in  oar  flesh, 
to  restore  us  to  life  again.  In  this,  Eliseus,  as  a  figure  of  Christ,  behoved  to  go 
in  person  to  restore  the  dead  child  to  life.  Ch. — S.  Aug.  (c.  Faust  xii.  35)  shows 
that  many  like  things  recorded  iu  the  Old  Testament  are  figures  of  the  New.  W. 
— Many  of  the  Fathers  observe  that  this  miracle  was  intended  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  the  incarnation  to  redeem  lost  man.  The  staff  did  not  therefore  restore 
life.  c. — He  had  before  trustedthat  God  would  perform  the  miracle  by  means  of  the 
staff,  as  he  did  formerly  by  the  rod  of  Moses,  or  by  the  mantle  of  Elias,  M. 

Ver.  34.  Warm,  Arab,  adds,  "by  his  breath,"  as  when  God  breathed  a 
soul  into  Adam.  Theodor.  q.  18. — Some  Greek  iterpreiers  have,  "  he  breathed 
upon  him,"  Sec 

Vek.  35.  Upon  him.  Sept.  "he  breathed,"  ire.  C— Other  copies,  (Alex, 
and  Vat.,)  "  he  bent  down  upon  the  child  seven  times,  and  the  child  opened  hu 
eyes."— Gaped.  Prot.  *  sneezed  "  (H.)  j  in  which  interpretation,  Junius,  Mont., 
Sec.  agree.  Arab.  "  he  turned  his  eyes  about  seven  times."  Others,  "  he  trem- 
bled," (CO  or  sighed  (M.);  or  Eliseus  "clasped  him  in  his  arms,"  4cc 

Ver.  37.  Ground.  To  honour  the  saint,  who  had  done  her  such  a  kind- 
ness. M. 

Ver.  33.  Galgal,  where  he  had  been  often  before. — Dwelt.  Heb.  "sat," 
like  disciples  attending  to  the  instructions  of  their  master.  Acts  xxtt.  3.  C. — Tc 
one.  Sec  Heb.  and  Sept.  "  to  his  servant,"  Giezi.  M. — Eliseus  provided  for  the 
temporal  as  well  as  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  followers.  H. — The  famine  had 
been  sent  by  God.  to  punish  the  idolatry  of  the  people.  Chap.  viii.  1.  M. 
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Chap.  V 


IV.  KINGS 


Chap.  V. 


38  And  Eliseus  returned  to  Galgal,  and  there  was  a 
famine  in  the  land,  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets  dwelt 
before  him  :  And  he  said  to  one  of  his  servants  ;  Set  on 
the  great  pot,  and  boil  pottage  for  the  sons  of  the  pro- 
phets, 

39  And  one  went  out  into  the  fie'd  to  gather  wild 
herbs :  and  he  found  something  like  a  wild  vine,  and 
gathered  of  it  wild  gourds  of  the  field,  and  filled  his  man- 
tle, and  coming  back,  he  shred  them  into  the  pot  of  pot- 
tage ;  for  he  knew  not  what  it  was. 

40  And  they  poured  it  out  for  their  companions  to 
eat :  and  when  they  had  tasted  of  the  pottage,  they  cried 
out,  saying:  Death  is  in  the  pot,  O  man  of  God.  And 
they  could  not  eat  thereof. 

41  But  he  said:  Bring  some  meal.  And  when  they  had 
brought  it,  he  cast  it  into  the  pot,  and  said  :  Pour  out  for 
the  people,  that  they  may  eat.  And  there  was  now  no 
bitterness  in  the  pot. 

42  And  a  certain  man  came  from  Baalsalisa,  bringing 
to  the  man  of  God,  bread  of  the  first-fruits,  twenty  loaves 
of  barley,  and  new  corn  in  his  scrip.  And  he  said :  Give 
to  the  people,  that  they  may  eat. 

43  And  his  servant  answered  him  :  How  much  is  this, 
that  I  should  set  it  before  a  hundred  men  ?  He  said  again : 
Give  to  the  people,  that  they  may  eaf  •  for  thus  saith  the 
Lord :  They  shall  eat,  and  there  shall  be  left 

44  So  he  set  it  before  them :  and  they  ate,  and  there  | 
was  left,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  V. 

Xaarnan,  the  Syrian,  is  cleansed  of  his  leprosy.  He  professeth  his  belief  in 
one  God,  promising  to  serve  him.  Oiezi  taketh  gifts  of  Xaaman,  and  is 
struck  icith  leprosy, 

~VT AAM AN,  general  of  the  army,  of  the  king  of  Syria, 
Xi  was  a  great  man  with  his  master,  and  honourable : 
for  by  him  the  Lord  gave  deliverance  to  Syria  :  and  he 
was  a  valiant  man,  and  rich,  but  a  leper. 

2  Now  there  had  gone  out  robbers  from  Syria,  and  had 
led  away  captive  out  of  the  land  of  Israel,  a  little  maid, 
and  she  waited  upon  Naaman's  wife. 

3  And  she  said  to  her  mistress :  I  wish  my  master  had 
been  with  the  prophet  that  is  in  Samaria:  he  would 
certainly  have  healed  him  of  the  leprosy  which  he  hath. 

4  Then  Naaman  went  in  to  his  lord,  and  told  him, 
saying :  Thus  and  thus  said  the  girl  from  the  land  of  Israel. 

5  And  the  kino-  of  Svria  said  to  him  :  Go :  and  I  will 


Veb.  39.  Wild  herbs.  Heb.  aruth.  Sept.  dpiwff,  may  denote  any  thing 
that  could  be  "gathered." — Gourds:  colocynthidas.  Thev  resembled  cueuni- 
bers ;  but  were  so  bitter,  that  they  were  styled  "  the  gall  of  'the  earth."  Valesius 
(Phil.  c.  36). 

Ver.  42.  £aatsalisat  fifteen  miles  south  of  Diospolis,  and  to  the  north  of 
Jerusalem.  C. — His  scrip.  Prot.  "in  the  husk  thereof."  Cormol  means  a 
greenish  ear  of  corn,  (H.)  which  might  be  robbed  in  the  hand,  and  eo  eaten.  C. 

CHAP.  V.  Vbr.  1.  King,  Benadad,  who  had  defeated  Achab,  and  was  slain 
by  Hazael  (chap.  viii.  T.) ;  or,  according  to  Salien,  Hazael  was  already  king.  M. 
~Leper.  This  malady  did  not  exclude  him  from  court.  The  Hebrews  allowed 
such  to  appear  in  public  till  the  priesfs  had  declared  them  unclean ;  and  other 
nations  viewed  the  leprosy  with  less  horror. 

Vsr.  2.  Robbers  ;  soldiers.  T.  2  Kings  iv.  2.—  Such  invaded  the  dominions 
of  Joachln.  Chap.  xsiv.  2.  Irruptions  of  this  nature  were  then  very  common, 
(see  Judg.  xl.  3;  Job  i.  15,)  and  regarded  as  noble  military  exploits.  The  Arabs 
still  maintain  their  right  to  live  upon  their  neighbours.  C. — The  Christian  religion 
has  introduced  more  gentle  manners. — Maui.  It  seems,  however,  she  was  well 
jiformcd  of  the  miraculous  powers  and  goodness  of  Eliseus-  II . 

Ver.  6.    Raiment;  the  tuuic  and  the  cloak,  (C.)  of  a  finer  sort.  T. 

Vbr.  7.    Leprosy.    The  cure  was  deemed  very  difficult;  as  it  generally  kept 
g*  Ding  ground,  and  destroyed  the  constitution.    See  Num.  xii.  12  :   Isa.  "liii.  4. 
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send  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Israel.  And  he  departed,  and 
took  with  him  ten  talents  of  silver,  and  six  thousand  pieces 
of  gold,  and  ten  changes  of  raiment; 

6  And  brought  the  letter  to  the  king  of  Israel,  in  these 
words  :  When  thou  shalt  receive  this  letter,  know  that  I 
have  sent  to  thee  Naaman,  my  servant,  that  thou  mayest 
heal  him  of  his  leprosy. 

7  And  when  the  king  of  Israel  had  read  the  letter,  he 
rent  his  garments,  and  said  :  Am  I  God,  to  be  able  to 
kill  and  give  life,  that  this  man  hath  sent  to  me  to  heal  a 
man  of  his  leprosy?  mark,  and  see  how  he  seeketh  occa- 
sions against  me. 

8  And  when  Eliseus,  the  man  of  God,  had  heard  this, 
to  wit,  that  the  king  of  Israel  had  rent  his  garments,  he 
sent  to  him,  saying:  Why  hast  thou  rent  thy  garments? 
let  him  come  to  me,  and  let  him  know  that  there  is  a 
prophet  in  Israel. 

9  So  Naaman  came  with  his  horses  and  chariots,  and 
stood  at  the  door  of  the  house  of  Eliseus; 

10  And  Eliseus  sent  a  messenger  to  him  sayino-:  Go, 
and  wash  seven  times  in  the  Jordan,  and  thy  flesh  shall 
recover  health,  and  thou  shalt  be  clean. 

11  Naaman  was  angry,  and  went  away,  saying:  I 

thought  he  would  have  come  out  to  me,  and  standing, 

would  have  invoked  the  name  of  the  Lord,  his  God,  and 

touched  with  his  hand  the  place  of  the  leprosy,  and  healed 
me. 

12  Are  not  the  Abana,  and  the  Pharphar,  rivers  of 
Damascus,  better  than  all  the  waters  of  Israel,  that  I  may 
wash  in  them,  and  be  made  clean?  So  as  he  turned,  and 
was  gomg  away  with  indignation, 

13  His  servants  came  to  him,  and  said  to  him  :  Father 
if  the  prophet  had  bid  ihee  do  some  great  thing,  surely 
thou  shouldst  have  done  it :  how  much  rather  what  he 
now  hath  said  to  thee  :  Wash,  and  thou  shalt  be  clean  ? 

14  4Then  he  went  down,  and  washed  in  the  Jordan 
seven  times,  according  to  the  word  of  the  man  of  God; 
and  his  flesh  was  restored,  like  the  flesh  of  a  little  child : 
and  he  was  made  clean. 

15  And  returning  to  the  man  of  God,  with  all  his  train, 
he  came,  and  stood  before  him,  and  said :  In  truth,  I 
know  there  is  no  other  God,  in  all  the  earth,  but  only  in 
Israel :  I  beseech  thee,  therefore,  take  a  blessing  of  thy 
servant.  ^  iL^iii™ 

■  Luke  iv.  S7. 


C — Me.  The  latter  was,  in  effect,  written  in  a  haughty  style,  (M.)  and  the  king 
might  naturally  infer  that  war  would  be  the  consequence.  H. 

Ver.  10.  Messenger.  Eliseus  supports  the  dignity  of  God*3  envoy,  andshowa 
the  general  that  his  cure  was  to  be  attributed  not  to  the  presence  of  th*  prophet, 
but  to  the  will  and  goodness  of  God. 

Veb.  12.  Pharphar.  Benjamin  fp.  53)  informs  us  that  the  foxier  river 
serves  to  water  the  city,  and  the  second  the  surrounding  gardens.  The  Orontea, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  these  rivers,  flows  by  Antioch  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean Sea.  C. 

Ver.  13.    Father  ;  a  title  given  to  masters,  kings,  &c.— Masters  may  ofto» 

derive  benefit  from  the  observations  of  their  servants,  as  >"aaman  did  repeatedly. 
Ver.  2.  *  * 

Ver.  14.  Clean.  If  bathing  seven  times  in  the  Jordan  had  been  an  infallible 
remedy,  there  would  soon  have  been  no  lepers  in  the  land ;  and  our  Saviour 
plainly  intimates  that  the  cure  was  miraculous.  Luke  iv.  27.  C.  Vales.  38.— Tha 
Fathers  discover  in  this  miracle  a  figure  of  the  Gentiles  called  to  the  faith  by  th« 
Synagogue,  which  is  in  servitude.  Gal.  iv  25.  Baptism  cleanses  us  from  all  th« 
seven  capital  sin*,  (Tert.  c.  Marc.  4,)  so  that  no  vestiges  remain.  S.  Amb.  ice.  C 

Vbr.  15.  A  blesaiiig.  A  present,  (Ch.)  accompanied  with  wishes  of  happi 
ness  on  both  sides.  We  have  seen  that  the  prophets  generally  received  scch  pre 
sents.    But  Eliseus  acts  with  more  reserve  in  regard  of  this  stranger,  as  S  PaoJ 
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Chap.  V. 


IV.  KIXGS. 


Chap.  VI. 


16  But  he  answered :  As  the  Lord  liveth,  before  whom 
I  stand,  I  will  receive  none.  And  when  he  pressed  him, 
he  still  refused. 

17  And  Naaman  said :  As  thou  wilt :  but  I  beseech 
thee,  grant  to  me,  thy  servant,  to  take  from  hence  two 
mules'  burthen  of  earth :  for  thy  servant  will  not  hence- 
forth offer  holocausts,  or  victims,  to  other  gods,  but  to  the 
Lord. 

18  But  there  is  only  this,  for  which  thou  shalt  entreat 
the  Lord  for  thy  servant ;  when  my  master  goeth  into  the 
temple  of  Remmon,  to  worship  there,  and  he  leaneth  upon 
my  hand ;  if  I  bow  down  in  the  temple  of  Remmon,  when 
he  boweth  down  in  the  same  place,  that  the  Lord  pardon 
me,  thy  servant,  for  this  thing. 

19  And  he  said  to  him  :  Go  in  peace.  So  he  departed 
from  him,  in  the  spring  time  of  the  earth. 

20  But  Giezi,  the  servant  of  the  man  of  God,  said : 
My  master  hath  spared  Naaman,  this  Syrian,  in  not  re- 
ceiving of  him  that  which  he  brought :  as  the  Lord  liveth, 
1  will  run  after  him,  and  take  something  of  him. 

21  And  Giezi  followed  after  Jsaaman:  and  when  he 
saw  him  running  after  him,  he  leapt  down  from  his 
chariot  to  meet  him,  and  said  :  Is  all  well  ? 

22  And  he  said  :  All  is  well :  my  master  hath  sent  me 
to  thee,  saying :  Just  now  there  are  come  to  me  from 
Mount  Ephraim,  two  young  men  of  the  sons  of  the  pro- 
phets :  give  them  a  talent  of  silver,  and  two  changes  of 
garments. 

did  towards  the  Dew  converts;  though  he  received  some  sustenance  from  those 
who  would  be  less  in  danger  of  suspecting  that  he  was  actuated  by  selfish  views 
in  preaching  the  gospel.  2  Cor.  x.  7,  and  xii.  14;  Matt  x.  8.  0.— Eliseus  wished 
to  convince  Naaman  that  God's  grace  was  not  to  be  purchased,  and  to  leave  a 
lesson  of  moderation  to  future  teachers.  M. 

Vek.  17.  Earth,  to  make  brick  for  an  altar,  or  to  enclose  within  a  box  of 
brass,  as  was  done  in  the  altar  of  holocausts  in  the  desart ;  or,  in  fine,  to  sprinkle 
on  some  clean  place,  where  an  altar  might  be  erected  in  honour  of  the  true  God. 
He  does  not  inquire  what  ceremonies  were  used  in  the  land  of  Israel,  (C.)  as  he 
was  not  enrolled  by  circumcision,  among- the  Hebrews,  as  an  observer  of  their 
law ;  but  intended  to  serve  God,  like  Job,  and  many  other  righteous  Gentiles, 
who  kept  themselves  clear  of  idolatry,  and  observed  the  ancient  patriarchal  re- 
ligion with  a  clean  heart.  H. — As  God  had  sanctified  the  land  by  the  observance 
of  his  true  religion,  Naaman  rightly  judged  that  it  was  fitter  for  an  altar  than  the 
earth  of  his  own  country.  W.— The  Jews  had  a  particular  veneration  for  it.  Psal. 
ci.  15.  They  built  a  synagogue  in  Persia  with  earth  and  stones  taken  from 
Jerusalem.  Benjamin. — Christians  sometimes  carried  away  the  same  earth.  S.  Aug. 
de  C.  xxii.  8.  Turon.  i.  7. — And  it  Is  said  that  S.  Helena  brought  a  great  quan- 
tity to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Cross  of  Jerusalem,  at  Rome.  Mabillon,  Itin.  p. 
187.  C.—Lord.  Out  of  Palestine  the  Gentiles  were  not  prohibited  to  offer  sacri- 
fice to  the  true  God  any  where;  nor  were  they  under  aoy  obligation  of  following 
the  law  cf  Moses.  Abulens.  T. 

Ver.  18.  Remmon  denotes  "a  pomegranate,"  or  something  "elevated,"  and 
is  probably  an  epithet  of  the  son,  the  chief  idol  of  the  Syrians,  which  was  aI>o 
styled  Adad,  "one,"  as  both  are  united.  Zach.  xii.  M.—Rempham  is  probably 
the  same  divinity.  Acts  vii.  43.  Sept.  here  read,  Remman.  Hesychius  explains 
Rainas,  "  the  highest  god."  Selden  thinks  the  Elion  of  the  Phoenicians  is  under- 
stood ;  Grotlus,  that  Saturn,  the  highest  of  the  planets,  is  meant.  Serarius  de- 
clares for  Venus,  to  whom  pomegranates  were  sacred;  and  P.  Martyr  for  Juno, 
who  held  one  of  these  apples  in  her  hand.  Pausan.  in  Corinth. — Remmon  occurs 
no  where  else. — Sand.  This  was  an  honour  of  the  chief  favourite.  Chap.  vii.  2. 
C. — Thing.  He  does  not  ask  leave  to  commit  sin,  which  would  be  absurd; 
though  Protestants  are  not  ashamed  to  accuse  the  Catholic  Church,  as  if  her 
"  indulgences  "  were  pardons  for  sins  to  come;  though  they  be  in  reality  no  par- 
don for  sin  at  all,  but  only  a  remission  of  temporal  punishment,  after  the  sin  has 
been  remitted  by  penance. —  When  he.    Heb.  "when  I  bow,"  See.  II. 

Ver.  19.  Go  in  peace.  What  the  prophet  here  allowed  was  not  an  outward 
conformity  to  an  idolatrous  worship,  but  only  a  service  which  by  his  office  he 
owed  to  bis  master;  who,  on  all  public  occasions,  leaned  on  him  :  so  that  his  bow- 
ing down  when  his  master  bowed  himself  down  was  not  in  effect  adoring  the 
idols ;  nor  was  it  so  understood  by  the  standers-by,  (since  he  publicly  professed 
himself  a  worshipper  of  the  only  true  and  living  God,)  but  it  was  no  more  than 
doing  a  civil  office  to  the  Ving,  his  master,  whose  leaning  upon  him  obliged  him 
to  bow  at  tho  same  time  that  hi  bowed.  Ch. — Some  formerly  pleaded  this  ex- 
ample to  excuse  their  occasional  conformity  in  going  to  the  Protestant  chiircl.es, 
u  the  law  required.  But  the  case  was  very  different.  They  had  not  to  act  in  the 
capacity  of  Naaman;  and  their  attendance  was  considered  as  a  profession  of  a 
talse  religion.  Their  directors  loudly  condemned  the  practice.  They  ought  rather 


23  And  Naaman  said  :  It  is  better  that  thou  take  two 
talents.  And  he  forced  him,  and  bound  two  talents  of 
silver  in  two  bags,  and  two  changes  of  garments,  and  laid 
them  upon  two  of  his  servants,  and  tney  carried  tbem 
before  him. 

24  And  when  he  was  come,  and  now  it  was  the  even- 
ing, he  took  them  from  their  hands,  and  laid  them  up  in 
the  house,  and  sent  the  men  away,  and  they  departed. 

25  But  he  went  in,  and  stood  before  his  master.  And 
Eliseus  said  :  Whence  comcst  thou,  Giezi  ?  He  answered  : 
Thy  servant  went  no  whither. 

26  But  he  said :  Was  not  my  heart  present,  when  the 
man  turned  back,  from  his  chariot,  to  meet  thee  ?  So  now 
thou  hast  received  money,  and  received  garments,  to  buy 
olive-yards  and  vineyards,  and  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  men- 
servants,  and  maid-servants. 

27  But  the  leprosy  of  Naaman  shall  also  stick  to  thee, 
and  to  thy  seed  for  ever.  And  he  went  out  from  him  a 
leper,  as  white  as  snow. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Eliseus  maketh  iron  to  swim  upon  the  water :  he  leadeth  the  Syriansf  that 
were  sent  to  apprehend  him%  into  Samaria,  where  their  eyes  being  opened, 
they  are  courteously  entertained*  The  Syrians  besiege  Samaria :  the  famine 
there  causeth  a  woman  to  eat  her  own  child.  Upon  which  the  king  com- 
mandeth  Eliseus  to  be  put  to  death. 

AND  the  sons  of  the  prophets  said  to  Eliseus:*  Be- 
hold, the  place  where  we  dwell  with  thee  is  too 
strait  for  us, 

*  »  A-  M.  3115. 

to  have  imitated  Eleazar,  &c,  who  refused  to  eat  swine's  flesh.  2  Mac.  vL  and 
vii.  W-—  Go  in  peace.  These  word3  do  not  expressly  solve  the  difficulty ;  but  the 
mode  in  which  they  were  uttered  might  Intimate  either  that  the  general  would 
be  no  longer  under  that  embarrassment,  (as  we  do  not  read  that  he  ever  attended 
the  king  of  Syria  into  the  temple  afterwards,)  or  that  God  had  forgiven  his  former 
offences,  and  particularly  the  scandalous  idolatry  which  now  gave  him  so  much 
pain.  The  original,  ver.  Id,  which  is  generally  translated  in  tho  present  or  future, 
(H.)  may  be  better  rendered  in  the  past  tense,  as  the  GblL  has  it.  K  In  this  thing 
the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant.  My  master  going  into  the  temple  of  Remmon  to 
worship  there,  and  leaning  upon  my  hand,  and  I  worshipped  in  the  temple  of 
Remmon,  when  J  did  worship  in  tne  temple  of  Remmon,  that  the  Lord  pardon," 
&c.  S,  Jerom  and  the  Sept,  seem  to  have  rend  more  correctly,  when  he,  &c. 
We  may  also  render  it  in  the  present  tense,  u  and  I  worship,"  or,  u  am  wont  to 
adore;"  not  that  lie  means  to  prevaricate  any  longer.  The  Syr.  and  Arab,  read 
with  an  interrogation.  u  When  I  shall  adore .  *  (C.  or  bow  down.  H.)  will  the 
Lord  pardon  me!"  But  this  rather  increases  the  difficulty.  C— We  may  there- 
fore conclude  either  that  Naaman  had  no  decision,  or  that  he  had  leave  to  £erre 
his  master  (H.)  in  a  civil  capacity  even  in  the  temple  (M.  T.  Alex.  2  dis.  7. 
Sanctius,  Jtc) ;  or  that  he  obtained  pardon  for  his  past  transgressions.  Bochart, 
(\  &c.— Earth)  as  the  expression  is  rendered,  Gen.  xxxv.  16,  though  here  it  is 
lit.  u  at  the  chosen  season ; "  electoy  not  verno.  The  sense  is  the  same.  Cobroth, 
untranslated  by  the  Sept.,  may  denote  a  certain  space,  or  village  (H.) ;  "a  fur- 
row," of  240  feet  long,  and  half  that  breadth  (C);  "a  mile"  (Chal.  Pagnin) ;  or 
a  portion  of  time  allotted  by  the  Iu%v,  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  a 
mile,  or  sabbath-day's  journey,  might  be  performed.  T. — Prot.  "a  little  way." 

Vek.  23.  Jlirn.  Tho  weight  roust  have  been  considerable,  (6000  sides,  ver, 
26;  Exod.  xxxviii.  25.  H.)  otherwise  Giezi  would  have  preferred  carrying  them 
himself  that  his  master  might  not  know.  C» 

Ver.  24.  Evening.  Sept.,  Syr.,  Arc.  scera  to  have  read  aupol,  instead  of  the 
present  Heb.  mupol,  u eminence,"  (C.)  Prot.  M  tower,"  (IL)  at  or  near  Samaria; 
when  Giezi  thought  proper  to  tuke  the  burden  himself  to  prevent  detection.  C. 

Ver.  26.  Present  is  not  expressed  in  Heb,,  but  must  be  understood.  Prot. 
"Went  not  mine  heart  with  thee"  II. — God  has  revealed  the  whole  transaction 
to  me.  M. — Heart,  in  Scripture,  often  denotes  the  spirit,  or  soul.  H. 

Ver.  27-  For  ever.  Not  perhaps  to  those  who  might  be  already  born,  unless 
they  were  accomplices  in  the  crime.  The  leprosy  is  hereditary.  Giezi  was 
punished  for  simony,  in  selling  the  miracle,  as  well  as  for  lying  and  disobedience, 
C- — But  Eliseus  would  probably  take  care  to  give  him  better  information.  T. — He 
did  not  require  his  servant  to  give  up  what  he  had  unjustly  received,  as  the 
general  had  made  over  the  property  to  him ;  and  he  thought  proper  to  leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  Giezi,  to  indemnify  him  for  past  services,  and  that  he  might  have 
wherewith  to  support  himself,  as  he  now  dismissed  him  from  his  company.  Salien, 
A-  C.  903. — Snow,  and  therefore  more  incurable,  T. — See  Lev.  xiii.  C— ft  All  the 
covetous  and  misers,  together  with  their  riches,  possess  the  leprosy  of  Giezi:*' 
thesaurum  crvninum  congregarunt.  S.  Amb.  Giezi  prefigured  Judas,  the  falw 
apostle  of  Christ,  and  all  those  who  buy  or  sell  spiritual  things.  By  their 
avarice  they  procure  infamy  in  this  world,  and  damnation  In  the  next.  S.  Aug 
ser.  208,  de"  Temp,  W, 
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Chap.  VI. 


2  Let  us  go  as  far  as  the  Jordan,  and  take  out  of  the 
wood  every  man  a  piece  of  timber,  that  we  may  build  us 
there  a  place  to  dwell  in.    And  he  said  :  Go. 

3  And  one  of  them  said:  But  come  thou  also  with  thy 
servants.    He  answered  :  1  will  come. 

4  So  he  went  with  them.  And  when  they  were  come 
to  the  Jordan,  they  cut  down  wood. 

5  And  it  happened,  as  one  was  felling  some  timber, 
chat  the  head  of  the  ax  fell  into  the  water:  and  he  cried 
out,  and  said :  Alas,  alas,  alas,  my  lord,  for  this  same  was 
borrowed. 

6  And  the  man  of  God  said  :  Where  did  it  fall  ?  and 
he  showed  him  the  place :  Then  he  cut  off  a  piece  of 
wood,  and  cast  it  in  thither:  and  the  iron  swam. 

7  And  he  said  :  Take  it  up.  And  he  put  out  his  hand, 
and  took  it. 

8  And  the  king  of  Syria  warred  against  Israel,  and 
took  counsel  with  his  servants,  saying:  In  such  and  such 
a  piace,  let  us  lay  an  ambush. 

9  And  the  man  of  God  sent  to  the  king  of  Israel,  say- 
ing :  Beware  that  thou  pass  not  to  such  a  place :  for  the 
Syrians  are  there  in  ambush. 

10  And  the  king  of  Israel  sent  to  the  place  which  the 
man  of  God  had  told  him,  and  prevented  him,  and  looked 
well  to  himself  there  not  once  nor  twice. 

1 1  And  the  heart  of  the  king  of  Syria  was  troubled  for 
this  thing.  And  calling  together  his  servants,  he  said: 
Why  do  vou  not  tell  me  who  it  is  that  betravs  me  to  the 
king  of  Israel  ? 

12  And  one  of  his  servants  said :  No  one,  my  lord,  O 
king:  but  Eliseus,  the  prophet,  that  is  in  Israel,  telleth 
the  king  of  Israel  all  the  words,  that  thou  speakest  ixi  thy 
privy  chamber. 

13  And  he  said  to  them:  Go,  and  see  where  he  is: 
that  I  may  send  and  take  him.  And  they  told  him :  say- 
ing :  Behold  he  is  in  Dothan. 

14  "Therefore,  he  sent  thither  horses,  and  chariots,  and 
the  strength  of  an  army ;  and  they  came  by  night,  and 
beset  the  city. 

15  And  the  servant  of  the  man  of  God,  rising  early, 
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CHAP.  VI.  Ver.  6.  Steam.  So:  Demersam  ftuvio  reltvavit  virga  securim, 
Tcrt.  c.  Marc.  The  Fathers  here  remark  a  figure  of  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ ;  the 
rirtue  of  which,  in  baptism,  reclaims  the  hardeued  sinner  from  the  ways  of  vanity. 
Text,  c.  Judieos  13.  C. — Those  who  would  explain  the  reason  of  every  miracle, 
may  here  inform  the  infidel  why  recourse  waa  had  to  a  supernatural  interference 
in  a  matter  apparently  of  such  a  trifling  nature. 

Ver.  8.    And  such,  which  the  king  would  mention.  M. 

Ver.  10.  Twice,  but  very  frequently  :  so  that  the  Syrian  feared  some  treach- 
ery. H. 

Ver.  12.  Chamber.  Is  it  difficult,  therefore,  for  the  saints  in  heaven  to  hear 
stir  prayer  T  H. 

Ver.  13.  Take  him.  Foolish  attempt !  as  if  the  prophet  could  not  foresee  his 
own  danger.  Salien. — Dothan,  or  Dothain,  (Gen.  jexxvii.  17.)  twelve  miles  north 
*f  Samaria.  (Eus.  C.)    Andrichomius  says  in  the  tribe  of  Zabulon.  M. 

Ver.  1-5.    Servant,  Giezi;  as  his  leprosy  is  placed  too  soon.  Salien.  M. 

Ver.  17.  Of  fire.  The  angels  assumed  so  glorious  and  terrible  an  appear- 
ance. One  of  them  would  have  sufficed  to  destroy  all  the  army  of  Syria ;  and 
thus  the  servant  might  be  convinced  how  vain  were  all  attempts  against  God's 
servants.  Psal.  cxliv.  19.  Sullen.  A.  C.  907. 

Ver.  18.  Blindness.  The  blindness  here  spoken  of  was  of  a  particular  kind, 
which  hindered  them  from  seeing  the  objects  that  were  really  before  them,  and 
represented  other  different  objects  to  their  imagination ;  so  that  they  no  longer 
perceived  the  city  of  Dothan,  nor  were  able  to  know  the  person  of  Eliseus;  but 
were  easily  led  by  him,  whom  they  took  to  be  another  man,  to  Samaria.  So  that 
he  truly  told  them,  This  is  not  the  icay,  neither  is  this  the  city,  Sec,  because  he 
spoke  with  relation  to  the  way  and  to  the  city  which  was  represented  to  them. 
Ch.— Stratagems  in  war  are  lawful.  S.  Chrys.,  &c  Grot.  Jur.  iii.  1, 17.  Tiie  words 
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went  out,  and  saw  an  army  round  about  the  city,  and 
horses  and  chariots:  and  he  told  him,  saying:  Alas,  alaa, 
alas,  my  lord,  what  shall  we  do  ? 

16  But  he  answered:  Fear  not:  for  there  are  mure 
with  us  than  with  them. 

17  And  Eliseus  prayed,  and  said  :  Lord,  open  hia  eyes, 
that  he  may  see.  And  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
servant,  and  he  saw :  and  behold,  the  mountain  was  full 
of  horses,  and  chariots  of  fire  round  about  Eliseus. 

18  And  the  enemies  came  down  to  him:  but  Eliseus 
prayed  to  the  Lord,  saying:  Strike,  I  beseech  thee,  this 
people  with  blindness  :  And  the  Lord  struck  them  with 
blindness,  according  to  the  word  of  Eliseus. 

19  And  Eliseus  said  to  them:  This  is  not  the  way. 
neither  is  this  the  city :  follow  me,  and  I  will  show  you  the 
man  whom  you  seek.    So  he  led  them  into  Samaria. 

20  And  when  they  were  come  into  Samaria,  Eliseu? 
said  :  Lord,  open  the  eyes  of  these  men,  that  they  may  sec 
And  the  Lord  opened  their  eyes,  and  they  saw  themselves 
to  be  in  the  midst  of  Samaria. 

21  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  Eliseus,  when  he  saw 
them  :  My  father,  shall  1  kill  them  ? 

22  And  he  said :  Thou  shalt  not  kill  them :  for  thou 
didst  not  take  them  with  thy  sword,  or  thy  bow,  that  thou 
mayest  kill  them:  but  set  bread  and  water  before  them, 
that  they  may  eat  and  drink,  and  go  to  their  master. 

23  And  a  great  provision  of  meats  was  set -before  them, 
and  they  ate  and  drank ;  and  he  let  them  go :  and  tbey 
went  away  to  their  master :  and  the  robbers  of  Syria  came 
no  more  into  the  land  of  Israel. 

24  bAnd  it  came  to  pass,  after  these  things,  that  Bena- 
dad,  king  of  Stvria,  gathered  together  all  his  army,  and 
went  up  and  besieged  Samaria. 

25  And  there  was  a  great  famine  in  Samaria :  and  so 
long  did  the  siege  continue,  till  the  head  of  an  ass  was  sold 
for  fourscore  pieces  of  silver,  and  the  fourth  part  of  a  cabe 
of  pigeons'  dung,  for  five  pieces  of  silver. 

26  And  as  the  king  of  Israel  was  passing  by  the  wall, 
a  certain  woman  cried  out  to  him,  saying :  Save  me,  my 
lord,  O  king. 


*  A.M.  3117. 


of  the  prophet  might  be  merely  ironical. — Blindness,  Sept.  dopaoia,  "  not  seeing" 
certain  objects,  while  they  could  perceive  others;  as  was  the  case  of  the  men  who 
sought  Lot's  door  at  Sodom  (Gen.  xix.  11.  C.) ;  and  the  eyes  of  the  disciples 
were  held,  that  they  might  not  know  our  Saviour.  H. 

Vek.  22.  For  thou.  Heb.  11  Dost  thou  kill  ?"  ice  If  those  who  have  sur- 
rendered  themselves  in  battle  bo  often  spared,  though  they  might  be  slain  by  the 
strict  laws  of  war,  how  much  less  ought  these  men  to  be  treated  with  such 
severity  !  C. — And  water,  all  necessary  provisions.  W. — These  men  were  suffered 
to  live  that  they  might  relate  the  wonders  of  God.  Theod.  q.  20. 

Vek.  23.  Meats.  So  the  apostle  orders  us  to  treat  our  enemies,  Rom.  xii. 
20.  —  The  robbers,  these  soldiers,  who  were  dismissed.  H. — No  more,  (ultra,)  or 
"  no  farther,"  (H.)  during  this  war,  or  in  small  troops  :  but,  a  little  later,  Bcnadad 
came  with  all  his  forces  to  besiege  Samaria.  T. — He  was  enraged  at  Eliseus  and 
Joram,  as  if  they  despised  his  power.  Salien. 

Vek.  25.  In  Samaria.  It  had  raged  in  all  the  country  above  three  years. 
(Salien,  J  and  continued  other  four.  Cnap.  viii.  1.  The  continuance  of  the  siego 
added  fresh  horrors. — Pieces  is  not  expressed  in  Heb.:  &  side  is  understood.  H. 
— Lyran  supposes  that  the  whole  ass  was  sold  for  about  3d  crowns,  (H.)  or  130 
livres ;  as  we  say  commonly,  "  so  much  a  head."  But  Interpreters  generally 
assert  that  the  price  of  the  head  alone  is  given ;  which  shows  more  forciblv  the 
greatness  of  the  famine.  On  other  occasions  the  animal  could  not  be  eaten  by  tin 
Jews. — Cabe.  Sufficient  measure  of  com  for  a  man's  daily  sustenance.  M. — Th« 
fourth  part  would  be  about  a  gill.  H. — Dung.  Bochart  maintains  that  "  chick- 
pease"  ore  designated.  The  Arab,  usnen  and  kali,  "pigeon  or  sparrows'  dung,' 
are  real  eatables.  Houbigant  understands  a  sort  of  peas  to  be  meant.  H. — The 
Hebrews  called  them  kali  when  they  were  parched ;  and  such  food  was  very  com- 
mon. 2  Kings  xvii.  28.  Bellon.  ii.  53.  and  39.  C. 
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Chap.  VII. 


27  And  he  said  :  If  the  Lord  doth  not  save  thee  :  how 
tm  I  save  thee?  out  of  the  barn-floor,  or  out  of  the 
wine-press?  And  the  king  said  to  her :  What  aileth  thee? 
And  she  answered : 

28  This  woman  said  to  me :  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may 
eat  him  to-dav,  and  we  will  eat  mv  son  to-morrow. 

29  So  we  boiled  my  son,  and  eat  him.  And  I  said  to 
her  on  the  next  day :  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may  eat  him. 
And  she  hath  hid  her  son. 

30  When  the  king  heard  this,  he  rent  his  garments, 
and  passed  by  upon  the  wall.  And  all  the  people  saw  the 
hair-cloth  which  he  wore  within  next  to  his  flesh. 

31  And  the  king  said  :  May  God  do  so  and  so  to  me, 
and  may  he  add  more,  if  the  head  of  Eliseus,  the  son  of 
Saphat,  shall  stand  on  him  this  day. 

32  But  Eliseus  sat  in  his  house,  and  the  ancients  sat 
with  him.  So  he  sent  a  man  before:  and  before  the 
messenger  came,  he  said  to  the  ancients :  Do  you  know 
that  this  son  of  a  murderer  hath  sent  to  cut  off  my  head  ? 
Look  then  when  the  messenger  shall  come,  shut  the  door, 
and  suffer  him  not  to  come  in  :  for  behold  the  sound  of  his 
master  s  feet  is  behind  him. 

33  While  he  was  yet  speaking  to  them,  the  messenger 
appeared,  who  was  coming  to  him.  And  he  said  ■  Behold, 
so  great  an  evil  is  from  the  Lord :  what  shall  I  look  for 
more  from  the  Lord  ? 

CHAP.  VII. 

Eliseus  projihesie'h  a  great  plenty,  which  presently  ensueth  upon  the  sudden 
Jiiijht  of  the  Syrians ;  of  tchichfour  lepers  briny  the  news  to  the  city.  The 
incredulous  nobleman  is  trod  to  death. 

AND  'Eliseus  said :  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord: 
Thus  saith  the  Lord :  To-morrow,  about  this  time, 
a  bushel  of  fine  flour  shall  be  sold  for  a  staler,  and  two 
bushels  of  barley  for  a  stater,  in  the  gate  of  Samaria. 

2  Then  one  of  the  lords,  upon  whose  hand  the  king 
leaned,  answering  the  man  of  God,  said :  If  the  Lord 
should  make  flood-gates  in  heaven,  can  that  possibly  be, 
which  thou  sayest  ?  And  he  said  :  Thou  shalt  see  it  with 
thy  eyes,  but  shalt  not  eat  thereof. 

3  Now  there  were  four  lepers,  at  the  entering  in  of  the 
gate :  and  they  said  one  to  another :  What  mean  we,  to 
stay  here,  till  we  die? 

4  If  we  will  enter  into  the  city,  we  shall  die  with  the 
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famine :  and  if  we  will  remain  here,  we  must  also  die ; 
come  therefore,  and  let  us  run  over  to  the  camp  of  the 
Syrians.  If  they  spare  us,  we  shall  live:  but  if  they  kill 
us,  we  shall  but  die. 

5  So  they  arose  in  the  evening,  to  go  to  the  Syrian 
camp.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  first  part  of  the 
camp  of  the  Syrians,  they  found  no  man  there. 

6  For  the  Lord  had  made  them  hear,  in  the  camp  of 
Syria,  the  noise  of  chariots,  and  of  horses,  and  of  a  very 
great  army:  and  they  said  one  to  another :  Behold,  the 
king  of  Israel  hath  hired  against  us  the  kings  of  the  Heth 
ites,  and  of  the  Egyptians;  and  they  are  come  upon  us. 

7  Wherefore  they  arose,  and  fled  away  in  the  dark,  and 
left  their  tents,  and  their  horses  and  asses  in  the  camp,  and 
fled,  desiring  to  save  their  lives. 

8  So  when  these  lepers  were  come  to  the  beginning  of 
the  camp,  they  went  into  one  tent,  and  eat  and  drank  : 
and  they  took  from  thence  silver,  and  gold,  and  raiment, 
and  went,  and  hid  it :  and  they  came  again,  and  went 
into  another  tent,  and  carried  from  thence  in  like  manner, 
and  hid  it 

9  Then  they  said  one  to  another  :  We  do  not  well :  for 
this  is  a  day  of  good  tidings.  If  we  hold  our  peace,  and 
do  not  tell  it  till  the  morning,  we  shall  be  charged 
with  a  crime :  come,  let  us  go,  and  tell  it  in  the  kings 
court. 

10  So  they  came  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  told  tbem, 
saying:  We  went  to  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  and  we 
found  no  man  there,  but  horses,  and  asses  tied,  and  the 
tents  standing. 

11  Then  the  guards  of  the  gate  went,  and  told  it 
within  in  the  kings  palace. 

12  And  he  arose  in  the  night,  and  said  to  his  servants  : 
I  tell  you  what  the  Syrians  have  done  to  us :  Thev  know 
that  we  suffer  great  famine,  and  therefore  they  are  gone  out 
of  the  camp,  and  lie  hid  in  the  fields,  saying:  When  they 
come  out  of  the  city,  we  shall  take  them  alive,  and  then 
we  may  get  into  the  city. 

13  And  one  of  his  servants  answered :  Let  us  take  the 
five  horses  that  are  remaining  in  the  city,  (because  there 
are  no  more  in  the  whole  multitude  of  Israel,  for  the  rest 
are  consumed,)  and  let  us  send  and  see. 

14  They  brought  therefore  two  horses,  and  the  king 
sent  into  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  saying:  Go,  and  see. 


Ver.  27.  Saw  (salvat).  Many  ancient  MSS.  read  saltet,  conformably  to 
the  Heb.  and  Sept.,  as  if  the  king  cursed  the  woman :  **  Let  not  the  Lord  save 
theft/'  Joseph,  ix.  4.  Others  piece  the  stops  differently  ;  u  Ho  said,  No :  the  Lord 
save  thee"  C— He  is  the  author  of  life.  M. 

Ver.  30.  Passed  by,  without  punishing  such  a  horrid  crime,  as  he  esteemed 
his  own  sins  the  occasion  of  it.  M. — Flesh.  Behold  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  nfii;  rious !  They  notice  the  most  hardened  enter  into  sentiments  of  humility 
and  penance.  C. — Abulcnsis  thinks  that  God  was  pleased  to  cause  the  siege  to  be 
raised,  to  reward  this  act ;  as  a  similar  one  of  Joram's  father  had  merited  a  delay 
and  mitigation  «rf punishment,  (H.)  8  Kings  xxL  27.  Salien. 

Ver.  31.  l)ay*  Tms  was  said  in  a  fit  of  sudden  passion,  which  may  give  us 
reason  to  conclude  that  the  repentance  was  insincere,  or  of  short  duration.  H. — 
The  king?  supposed  that  Eliseus  could  remedy  the  evil :  but  God  was  not  moved 
by  his  prayers  to  ?rant  such  a  favour,  till  all  were  convinced  that  human  aid  was 
fruitless.  C. 

Ver.  32.  Murderer*  Achab  had  slain  Naboth,  and  Jezabel  had  destroyed 
the  prnphrr>.  C. 

CHAP.  VII.  Ver.  1.  A  stater.  It  is  the  same  a*  a  ride  or  shekel.  Ch. — 
As  it  is  in  Heb,  and  Sept. — flushel*  or  "measure,'1  (H.)  above  nine  pints. — Gate, 
where  the  market-place  commonly  was.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Lords,  Heb.  ssoliss,  "an  officer"  of  the  first  rank,  Exod.  xiv.  7. 
Se]-l  rpi<X7iir//£\  which  Josephus  explains  of  one  whe  "commanded  a  third  part 

2<; 


of  the  army.1'  C. — Flood-gates*  If  corn  should  fall  with  the  same  abundance 
as  water  rious  from  the  cataracts  of  the  >*ile;  or,  Heb.  M  if  the  Lord  should  make 
windows,"  .Sec,  to  pour  it  down,  (C.)  could  it  possibly  be  so  cheap  ?  M. — Thereof 
Thus  his  incredulity  was  punished,  ver.  17.  Salien. — Reason  must  not  pretend  to 
reach  the  power  of  God,  but  oujjht  to  believe  what  be  says.  W. 

Vbr.  3.  Lepers*  They  were  excluded  from  society,  though  the  laws  of  re- 
ligion were  ill  observed  in  Israel. 

Vbr.  9.  Crimey  and  punished.  Heb.  "iniquity  shall  find  us."  Citizens  are 
bound  to  give  notice  of  what  may  tend  to  the  common  good.  C. — Court*  Not  in 
person,  but  by  means  of  others.  M. 

Vbr.  10.  Tied  to  the  mangers,  or  rather  by  the  hind  legs,  as  it  is  still  tht 
custom  in  the  East.  Xenop.  Auab.  3.  Martyr  legat.  Kabyl. 

Ver,  13.  Consumed,  for  food.  M* — Sept.  "  Let  them  take  five  of  the  horses 
left.  Those  which  are  left  here,  behold  they  are  to  all  the  remaining  multitude 
of  Israel,  and  let  us  send  them."  They  have  read  in  a  different  manner  from  the 
present  Heb-,  which  has  11  Let  them  take  five  of  the  horses  there  remaining ; 
behold  they  are  like  all  the  multitude  of  Israel  which  is  left;  they  are  like  all  the 
multitude  of  Israel  who  are  lost ;  let  us  tend  them."  Arab.  **  Let  us  send  thither 
five  horsemen  who  remain ;  if  they  escape,  we  shall  look  upon  them  as  those 
l5raelite*  who  continue  alive;  if  thoy  perish,  they  will  be  numbered  with  the  other 
Israelites  who  are  dead."  Both  horses  and  horsemen*  were  dreadfully  lean,  ana 
they  could  not  expect  a  better  fate  than  those  already  consumed  by  famine.  C. 
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Chap.  VIII. 


IV.  KINGS. 


Ghai\  MIL 


15  And  they  went  after  them,  as  far  as  the  Jordan: 
and  behold,  all  the  way  was  full  of  garments,  and  vessels, 
which  the  Syrians  had  cast  away,  in  their  fright,  and  the 
messengers  returned,  and  told  the  king. 

16  And  the  people  going  out,  pillaged  the  camp  of  the 
Syrians :  and  a  bushel  of  fine  flour  was  sold  for  a  stater, 
and  two  bushels  of  barley  for  a  stater,  according  to  the 

word  of  the  Lord. 

17  And  the  king  appointed  that  lord  on  whose  hand  he 
leaned,  to  stand  at  the  gate :  and  the  people  trod  upon 
him  in  the  entrance  of  the  gate ;  and  he  died,  as  the  man 
of  God  had  said,  when  the  king  came  down  to  him. 

18  And  it  came  to  pass,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
man  of  God,  which"  he  spoke  to  the  king,  when  he  said  : 
Two  bushels  of  barley  shall  be  for  a  stater,  and  a  bushel  of 
fine  flour  for  a  stater,  at  this  very  time  to-morrow,  in  the 

gate  of  Samaria. 

19  When  that  lord  answered  the  man  of  God,  and  said  : 
Although  the  Lord  should  make  flood-gates  in  heaven, 
could  this  come  to  pass  which  thou  sayest  ?  And  he  said 
to  him  :  Thou  shalt  see  it  with  thy  eyes,  and  shalt  not  eat 
thereof. 

20  And  so  it  fell  out  to  him,  as  it  was  foretold  :  and  the 
people  trod  upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

After  seven  years' famine  foretold  by  Eliseus,  the  Sunamitess  returning  home, 
' recovereth  her  lands  and  revenues.    JEliseu*  foreshoweth  the  death  of  Ben- 
&d>id,  king  cf  Syria,  and  the  reign  of  Hazael.    Joram's  tricked  reign  in 
JurVi.    lie  diethland  his  son,  Ochozias,  succeedeth  htm. 

AND  Eliseus  spoke  to  the  woman,*  whose  son  he  had 
restored  to  life,  saying  :  Arise,  and  go  thou,  and 
thy  household,  and  sojourn  wheresoever  thou  canst  find  : 
for  the  Lord  hath  called  a  famine,  and  it  shall  come  upon 
the  land  seven  years. 

2  And  she  arose,  and  did  according  to  the  word  of  the 
man  of  God  :  and  ffoinc;  with  her  household,  she  sojourn- 
ed  in  the  land  of  the  Philistines  many  days. 

3  bAnd  when  the  seven  years  were  ended,  the  woman 
returned  out  of  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  she  went 
forth  to  speak  to  the  king  for  her  house,  and  for  her 

lands.  .-  •> 

4  And  the  king  talked  with  Giezi.  the  servant  of  the 
man  of  God,  saying :  Tell  me  all  the  great  things  that 

Eliseus  hath  done. 

5  And  when  he  was  telling  the  king  how  he  had  raised 

 »  Sucra,  It.  37.— b  A.  M.  3120.   

Ver.  17.  Gate,  to  prevent  confusion  and  acckkuts,  (Josephu.%)  or  to  guard 
sgainst  Buy  rKurn  of  the  enemy.  M. 

CHAP.  VIII.  Ver.  1.  Famine.  God  disposes  of  all  things.  C— Famine.  &c. 
tre  his  executioners.  D—  This  dreadful  visitation  took  place  before  the  siege  of 
Samaria.  (Snlien,)  and  had  even  commenced  when  niiseus  raised  the  child  to  life 
(chap-  iv.  38) ;  so  that  wc  might  translate.  4i  Eliseus  hud  spoken,"  Sec.  C. 

Vbr.  4.  Giezi  was  not  yet  infected  (Sahen.  M.j ;  or  if  he  was  (H.)  the  king 
Ipoke  to  him  at  a  distance,  overcoming  his  natural  repugnance  in  order  to  know 
iome  particulars  of  the  life  of  Eliseus.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Damascus,  the  territory,  (tct.  8,)  to  announce  the  king's  death,  and 
to  anoint  Hazael,  as  God  had  ordered  E'.ias,  3  Kin^s  xix.  !5.  C. 

Ver.  9.     Camels.    It  does  not  appear  that  Elisens  rejected  these  pre- 

tonta,  M. 

Ver.  10.  Trflhim:  Thou  fihalt  record.  By  these  words  the  prophet  signified 
that  the  king's  disease  was  not  mortal ;  and  that  he  would  recover,  if  no  violence 
-  ere  used.  Or  he  might  only  express  himself  in  this  manner  by  way  of  giving 
*  .azael  to  understand  that  be  knew  both  what  he  would  say  and  do ;  that  he  would 
I  deed  tell  the  king  he  should  recover,  but  would  be  himself  the  instrument  of 
lis  death.  Ch.— The  imperative  is  often  used  for  the  future  tense.  Gloss,  iii.  S. 
>hn.iL  19-  The  present  Heb.  reads.  "Thou  shalt  uot  live:  for."  4c.  which 
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one  dead  to  life,  the  woman  appeared,  whose  son  he  had 
restored  to  life,  crying  to  the  king  for  her  house  and  her 
lands.  And  Giezi  said :  My  lord.  0  king,  this  is  the 
woman,  and  this  is  her  son,  whom  Eliseus  raised  to  life. 

6  And  the  king  asked  the  woman :  and  she  told  him. 
And  the  king  appointed  her  an  eunuch,  saying  :  Restore 
her  all  that  is  hers,  and  all  the  revenues  of  the  lands,  from 
the  day  that  she  left  the  land  to  this  present. 

7  Eliseus  also  came  to  Damascus,  and  Benadad,  king 
of  Syria,  was  sick  ;  and  they  told  him,  saying ;  The  man 
of  God  is  come  hither. 

8  And  the  king  said  to  Hazael  :  Take  with  thee 
presents,  and  go  to  meet  the  man  of  God,  and  consult 
the  Lord  by  him,  saying:  Can  I  recover  of  this  my  ill- 
ness ? 

9  And  Hazael  went  to  meet  him,  taking  with  him 
presents,  and  all  the  good  things  of  Damascus,  the  bur- 
dens of  forty  camels.  And  when  he  stood  before  him, 
he  said :  Thy  son,  Benadad,  the  king  of  Syria,  hath  sent 
me  to  thee,  saying  :  Can  I  recover  of  this  my  illness  ? 

10  And  Eliseus  said  to  him  :  Go  tell  him :  Thou  shalt 
recover:  but  the  Lord  hath  showed  me  that  he  shall  surely 

die. 

1 1  And  he  stood  with  him,  and  was  troubled  so  far  as 
to  blush  :  and  the  man  of  God  wept. 

12  And  Hazael  said  to  him  :  Why  doth  my  lord  weep? 
And  he  said  :  Because  I  know  the  evil  that  thou  wilt  do 
to  the  children  of  Israel.  cTheir  strong  cities  thou  wilt 
burn  with  fire,  and  their  young  men  thou  wilt  kill  with 
the  sword,  and  thou  wilt  dash  their  children,  and  rip  up 
their  pregnant  women. 

13  And  Hazael  said :  But  what  am  I,  thy  servant,  a 
dog,  that  I  should  do  this  great  thing?  And  Eliseus  said  : 
The  Lord  hath  showed  me  that  thou  shalt  be  king  of 

Syria.  ■  'gHfehbitffr  fy  ■  •       i  mil  u"    yi'l  "f^WMmi  ilf^v 

14  And  when  he  was  departed  from  Eliseus  he  came 

to  his  master,  who  said  to  him  :  What  said  Eliseus  to 
thee  'i  And  he  answered :  He  told  me :  Thou  shalt  re 
cover. 

15  And  on  the  next  day,  he  took  a  blanket,  and  poured 
water  on  it,  and  spread  it  upon  his  face :  and  he  died, 
and  Hazael  reigned  in  his  stead. 

16  In  the  fifth  year  of  Joram,  son  of  Achab,  king  oi 
Israel,  and  of  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda,  reigned  Joram,  son 
of  Josaphat,  king  of  Juda.  

*  Infra,  xlL  27* 

removes  tho  difficulty.  Bui  the  Ckal.,  Sept-  Syr.t  fcc*  agree  with  the  Vulgate, 
(C.)  as  the  Prot.  version  also  does.  liThou  mayest  certainly  recover,  howbeit 
the  lord,"  kc.  H. 

Ver.  11.  Bhu*h*  This  may  be  referred  either  to  Ha*ae!.  who  was  astonished 
at  the  words  and  looks  of  the  prophet,  (H.)  or  to  Eliseus.  M« — Sept,  Complut, 
u  and  Hazael  stood  before  his  face,  and  he  displayed  the  presents  before  him,  till 
he  blushed,  and  the,1'  ice.  Though  this  ha*  tho  appoarance  of  a  gloss  it  is  perhaps 
ninst  conformable  to  the  Heb.,  and  to  an  ancient  Greek  version.  C. — Prot.  11  he 
settled  his  countenance  stedfastly,  until  he  was  ashamed." 

Ver.  l.V  Blanket*  Heb.  rnocbvr^  a  word  which  the  Sept.  retain.  H.— If 
denotes  a  hairy  coverlet,  pillow,  £c.  C, — Some  think  that  Hazael  was  only  guilty 
of  imprudence  (M.);  or  that  Benadad  killed  himself;  as  the  Heb.  misrht  be 
rendered,  if  the  sequel  did  not  evince  that  his  death  was  caused  by  HazaeKs 
maiice.  C. 

Ver.  1G.  Fifth.  Honhigant  would  read  "  third,"  p.  100.  See  chap,  i  17. 
[J. — Josaphat.  That  is,  Josaphat  being  yet  alive,  who  some  time  before  his  death 
marie  hi?  anrt  Joram  kin# ;  as  David  had  done  before  by  his  son  Solomon.  — 
Prot,  '*  Jehosaphat  being  then  krap,"  in  hjs  22nd  year.  H. — Joram  had  owr 
appointed  viceroy  in  the  18th  year  of  his  father's  reign,  and  was  now  raised  te  sit 
on  the  throne  with  him-    Thus  the  Scripture  may  b*  reconciled.  C 
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IV.  KINGS.  Chap.  IX. 


Chap.  VllL 

17  aHe  was  two  and  thirty  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  eight  years  in  Jerusalem. 

18  And  he  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Israel, 
as  the  house  of  Achab  had  walked :  for  the  daughter  of 
Achab  was  his  wife :  and  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

19  bBut  the  Lord  would  not  destroy  Juda,  for  David 
his  servant's  sake,  as  he  had  promised  him,  to  give  him  a 
light,  and  to  his  children  always. 

20  cIn  his  days  Edom  revolted  from  being  under  Juda, 
and  made  themselves  a  king. 

21  dAnd  Joram  came  to  Seira,  and  all  the  chariots 
with  him :  and  he  arose  in  the  night,  and  defeated  the 
Edomites  that  had  surrounded  him,  and  the  captains  of 

(     the  chariots,  but  the  people  fled  into  their  tents. 

22  So  Edom  revolted  from  being  under  Juda,  unto 
this  day.    Then  Lobna  also  revolted  at  the  same  time. 

23  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joram,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda  ? 

24  And  Joram  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
with  them  in  the  city  of  David,  and  Ochozias,  his  son, 

reigned  in  his  stead. 

25  eIn  the  twelfth  year  of  Joram,  the  son  of  Achab, 
king  of  Israel,  reigned1  Ochozias,  son  of  Joram,  king  of 
Juda. 

26  Ochozias  was  two  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  one  year  in  Jerusalem : 
the  name  of  his  mother  was  Athalia,  the  daughter  of  Amri, 
king  of  Israel. 

27  And  he  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  house  of  Achab  : 
and  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  as  did  the  house  of  Achab:  | 
for  he  was  the  son-in-law  of  the  house  of  Achab. 

28  cHe  went  also  with  Joram,  son  of  Achab,  to  fight 
against  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  in  Ramoth  Ga-laad,  and  the 
Syrians  wounded  Joram  : 

29  And  he  went  back  to  be  healed,  in  Jezrahel :  be- 
cause the  Syrians  had  wounded  him  in  Ramoth,  when 
he  fought  against  Hazael,  king  of  Syria.  And  Ochozias, 
the  son  of  Joram,  king  of  Juda,  went  down  to  visit 
Joram,  the  son  of  Achab,  in  Jezrahel,  because  he  was 
sick  there. 

»  2  Par.  xxU  5.—*>  2  King*  vii.  1C— «  Gen.  xxvii.  40 ;  2  Par.  xxL  8. 
d  A.  It  8115,  A.  C.  S59.— «  2  Par.  xxii.  1. 

Ver.  19.    Light,  or  lamp,  posterity  and  regal  power.  3  Kings  xi.  36.  H. 

Ver.  20.  King.  The  one  under  Josaphat  was  dependent,  chap.  iii.  9 ; 
3  Kings  xxii.  48.  Thus  the  prediction  of  Jacob  whs  verified,  (Gen.  xxvii.  40.  C.) 
and  Joram  punished.  II. 

Ver.  21.  Seira,  or  Jdumea.  Gen.  xiv.  6.—  Defeated.  The  Syrlac  and  Arab, 
explain  it  in  a  contrary  sense,  as  the  Heb.  may  well  signify,  and  the  sequel  stems 
to  prove,  as  the  Edomites  became  independent.  Heb.  "he  rose,  .  .  and  attacked 
Edom  that  surrounded  him,  (with  superior  numbers,)  and  the  princes.  .  .  and  the 
people  (of  Israel)  fied."  Hut  the  text  will  also  bear  the  sense  of  the  Vulg.,  which 
is  more  conformable  to  2  Par.  xxi.  93  which  does  not  say  the  people.  4c,  though 
these  words  may  be  understood  of  the  Edomites.  Jorarn  could  not  derive  such 
advantage  from  Ids  victory,  ns  ro  reduce  the  nation  under  his  obedience.  C. 

Vhb.  25.  Twelfth,  more  correctly  than  "the  eleventh."  Chap.  ix.  29.  Hou- 
bigaut. 

Vkr.  26.  Twenty.  In  2  Par.  xxii.  2,  we  read  forty,  by  mistake  of  the 
transcribers,  as  Ochozias  (Joachaz,  or  Azarias,  2  Par.  xxi.  17)  would  thus  be 
older  than  his  father,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty.  2  Par.  xxi.  20.  All  the  Ori- 
ental versions,  and  many  copies  of  the  Sept,  read  "  twenty-two  "  in  both  passages ; 
iuxl  those  who  would  admit  no  mistake,  arc  forced  to  have  recourse  to  explana- 
tions which  can  give  no  satisfaction.  De  Dieu  would  include  in  the  reign  of 
Ouhozids  the  six  years  of  Athalia's  usurpation.,  and  the  thirteen  of  Joas,  during 
his  minority.  Others  would  date  from  the  separation  of  the  two  kingdom*,  ic. 
But  would 'the  Holy  Ghost  cause  the  same  fee;  to  be  recorded  in  two  piam  in 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Jehu  is  anointed  king  of  Israel,  to  destroy  the  house  of  Achab  and  Jezabel. 
He  killeth  Joram,  king  of  Israel,  and  Ochozias,  king  of  Juda.  Jezabel  u 
eaten  by  dogs. 

ANDh  Eliseus  the  prophet,  called  one  of  the  sons  of 
the  prophets,  and  said  to  him :  Gird  up  thy  loins, 
and  take  this  little  bottle  of  oil  in  thy  hand,  and  go  to 
Ramoth  Galaad. 

2  'And  when  thou  art  come  thither,  thou  shalt  see 
Jehu,  the  son  of  Josaphat,  the  son  of  Namsi :  and  going 
in,  thou  shalt  make  him  rise  up  from  amongst  his  bre- 
thren, and  carry  him  into  an  inner  chamber. 

3  Then  taking  the  little  bottle  of  oil,  thou  shalt  pour  it 
on  his  head,  and  shalt  say :  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  I  have 
anointed  thee  king  over  Israel.  And  thou  shalt  open  the 
door  and  flee,  and  shalt  not  stay  there. 

4  So  the  young  man,  the  servant  of  the  prophet,  went 
away  to  Ramoth  Galaad, 

5  And  went  in  thither :  and  behold,  the  captains  of  the 
army  were  sitting,  and  he  said :  I  have  a  word  to  thee,  O 
prince.  And  Jehu  said  :  Unto  whom  of  us  all  ?  And  he 
said :  To  thee,  0  prince. 

6  And  he  arose,  and  went  into  the  chamber :  and  he 
poured  the  oil  upon  his  head,  and  said :  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel :  I  have  anointed  thee  king  over 
Israel,  the  people  of  the  Lord. 

7  And  thou  shalt  cut  off  the  house  of  Achab,  thy  mas- 
ter, and  I  will  revenge  the  death  of  my  servants,  the  pro- 
phets, and  the  blood  of  all  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  at  the 
hand  of 'Jezabel. 

8  kAnd  I  will  destroy  all  the  house  of  Achab,  and 
I  will  cut  off  from  Achab,  him  that  pisseth  against 
the  wall,  and  him  that  is  shut  up,  and  the  meanest  in 

Israel.  .  .  . 

9  And  I  will  make  the  house  of  Achab,  like1  the  house 
of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat,  and  like  the  house  of m 
Baasa,  the  son  of  Ahias. 

10  And  the  dogs  shall  eat  Jezabel,  in  the  field  of  Jez- 
rahel, and  there  shall  be  no  one  to  bury  her.  And  he 
opened  the  door  and  fled. 

1 1  Then  Jehu  went  forth  to  the  servants  of  his  lord : 
and  they  said  to  him  :  Are  all  things  well  ?  why  came 

t  A.  If.  3119.— I  A.  M.  3120.— *  A,  M.  3120.—*  3  Kioga  xix.  18.—*  3  Kings  xxi  21. 

I  3  Kings  it.  59.— =  3  Kings  ivL  3. 

such  a  different  manner  1  The  best  chronologists  acknowledge  a  mistake  In  the 
Heb.  text  of  Paral.,  fCajet,,  Salien,  Petau,  T.  &c.  C.)  as  the  letters  which  denote 
these  numbers  are  not  unlike  (Mariana;.  H. — Daughter.  That  is,  grand- 
daughter; for  she  was  daughter  of  Achab,  .-on  of  Amri,  ver.  18,  (Ch.)  unless  she 
was  only  adopted  by  Achab.  W. 

Vbr.  28.  Qalaad.  The  same  city  had  proved  fatal  to  Achab.  8  Kings  xxii. 
Joram  took  it,  but  received  (C.)  many  wounds;  so  that  he  left  Jehu  to  attacK  the 
citadel.  The  latter  was  anointed  king1,  and  acknowledged  by  the  army.  Ks 
immediately  proceeded  to  Jezrahel.  and  put  his  muster  to  death.  H. 

CHAP.  IX.  Vbr.  1.  One.  Eliseus  did  not  go  himself,  to  avoid  giving  um- 
brage, and  in  obedience  to  God's  order.  M. 

Ver.  3.  Bottle,  see  1  Rings  x,  1.  Elias  had  received  orders  to  anoint  Jehu. 
3  Kings  xix.  16.  C. — There.  The  utmost  expedition  was  necessary,  that  Jorara 
might  be  taken  by  surprise,  as  well  as  Ochozias,  and  their  devoted  families,  M. 

Vbr.  7.  Jezabel,  who  had  persecuted  tho  prophets  unto  death.  3  Kings  xviii.  4 

Ver.  8.  Israel.  See  Deut.  xxxii.  36,  and  3  Einga  xiv.  10,  for  an  explanation 
of  these  expressions.  C. 

Vbr.  10.  Field,  between  the  inner  and  the  outer  wall.  Her  body  shall  be 
left  exposed  to  be  eaten  by  the  dogs. 

Ver.  11.  Madman.  The  extravagant  motions  of  the  false  prophets  cauxeii 
even  the  true  ones  to  be  treated  with  contempt.  How  often  were  Ezechiel  and 
Jeremiaa  treated  as  fools,  (Kzec.  xxxiiL  30;  Jer.  xxix.  26.  C.)  as  well  as  wr 
Divine  Saviour* 
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Chap.  IX. 


(his  madman  to  thee  ?  And  he  said  to  them :  You  know 
the  man,  and  what  he  said. 

12  But  they  answered  :  It  is  false ;  but  rather  do  thou 
tell  us.  And  he  said  to  them :  Thus  and  thus  did  he 
speak  to  me :  and  he  said :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  I  have 
anointed  thcc  king  over  Israel. 

13  Then  they  made  haste,  and  taking  every  man  his 
garment,  laid  it  under  his  feet,  after  the  manner  of  a 
judgment-seat,  and  they  sounded  the  trumpet,  and  said : 
Jehu  is  king. 

14  So  Jehu,  the  son  of  Josaphat,  the  son  of  Namsi, 
conspired  against  Joram.  "Now  Joram  had  besieged 
Ramoth  Galaad,  he,  and  all  Israel,  fighting  with  Hazael, 
king  of  Syria : 

15  And  was  returned  to  be  healed  in  Jezrahel  of  his 
wounds  ;  for  the  Syrians  had  wounded  him,  when  he 
fought  with  Hazael,  kino;  of  Svria.  And  Jehu  said  :  If  it 
please  you,  let  no  man  go  forth  or  flee  out  of  the  city, 
lest  he  go,  and  tell  in  Jezrahel. 

1 6  And  he  got  up,  and  went  into  Jezrahel :  for  Joram 
was  sick  there,  and  Ochozias,  king  of  Juda,  was  come 
down  to  visit  Joram. 

17  The  watchman  therefore,  that  stood  upon  the  tower 
of  Jezrahel,  saw  the  troop  of  Jehu  coming,  and  said :  I 
se<!  a  troop.  And  Joram  said  :  Take  a  chariot,  and  send 
to  meet  them,  and  let  him  that  goeth  say  :  Is  all  well? 

18  So  there  went  one  in  a  chariot  to  meet  him,  and 
?fiid  :  Thus  saith  the  king :  Are  all  things  peaceable  ? 
And  Jehu  said:  What  hast  thou  to  do  with  peace?  go 
behind  and  follow  me.  And  the  watchman  told,  saying: 
The  messenger  came  to  them,  but  he  returneth  not. 

19  And  he  sent  a  second  chariot  of  horses :  and  he 
came  to  them,  and  said :  Thus  saith  the  king :  Is  there 
peace  ?  And  Jehu  said  :  What  hast  thou  to  do  with 
peace?  pass,  and  follow  me. 

"20  And  the  watchman  told,  saying :  He  came  even  to 
them,  but  returneth  not :  and  the  driving  is  like  the  driving 
of  Jehu,  the  son  of  Namsi ;  for  he  drives  furiously. 

21  And  Joram  said:  Make  ready  the  chariot  And 
they  made  ready  his  chariot :  and  Joram.  king  of  Israel, 
and  Ochozias,  king  of  Juda,  went  out,  each  in  his  chariot, 
and  they  went  out  to  meet  Jehu,  and  met  him  in  the  field 
of  Naboth,  the  Jezrahelite. 

22  And  when  Joram  saw  Jehu,  lie  said  :  Is  there  peace, 

»  Supra,  viii.  26. 


ver.  12.  False,  We  know  not  who  be  was.  or  what  he  said;  though,  from 
his  conduct,  we  judge  that  lie  was  one  of  the  prophets.  Hence  thev  so  readily 
acquiesced  in  saluting  Jehu  king.  H. 

Ver.  13.  Garment,  out  of  respect,  as  the  multitude  honoured  Jesus  Christ, 
Matt.  xxi.  7. — Trumpet,  according  to  custom,  3  Kings  i.  40.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Conspired,  with  the  traptaius.  M. — Besieged,  as  it  is  observed  above, 
chap,  xxviii.  20.  Heb.  "  had  kept  (H.)  or  observed;"  watching  the  motions  of 
Hnzacl,  lest  he  should  return,  or  succour  the  citadel. 

Ver.  18.  Peace?  As  this  expression  sufficiently  vindicated  the  designs  of 
Jehu.  Ae  would  not  suffer  the  messenger  to  return  before  him.  H. 

Ver.  20.    Furiously.    The  Chal.  and  Arab,  say,  "  he  marcheth  slowly." 

Ver.  22.  Jehu  ?  The  king  supposed  that  he  had  met  with  some  defeat,  (C.) 
t*  that  he  wished  to  announce  the  good  tidings  in  person.  M.  Salien,  A.  C.  902. 
—  Vigour  J   How  can  Israel  prosper  ?  H. 

Vkf..  23.    Hand.    Or  ordered  his  charioteer  to  flee  with  all  speed.  Iff. 

Ver.  26.  Sitting.  Iieb.  "rode  together  after,"  as  if  they  were  two  abreast. 
Cm — Burthen,  or  dreadful  misfortune.  M. 

Ver.  27.    House.    Sept.  retain  "  Baithgan."  the  original  term,  as  if  it  were 
the  name  of  that  road.  M. — Ochozias  wanted  to  reach  the  palace  by  that  garden, 
which  was  the  source  of  the  miseries  of  Achab's  familv. — There.    Being  brought 
back  from  Samaria,  2  Par.  rxii.  9.  (C.)  or  lurking  in  that  kingdom,  (M->  and 
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Jehu  ?  And  he  answered  :  What  peace  ?  so  long  as  the 
fornications  of  Jezabel,  thy  mo+^er,  and  her  many  sor- 
ceries, are  in  their  vigour. 

23  And  Joram  turned  his  hand,  and  fleeing;,  said  to 
Ochozias :  There  is  treachery,  Ochozias. 

24  But  Jehu  bent  his  bow  with  his  hand,  and  shot 
Joram  between  the  shoulders  :  and  the  arrow  went  out 
through  hi3  heart,  and  immediately  he  fell  in  his  chariot. 

25  And  Jehu  said  to  Badacer,  his  captain :  Take  him, 
and  cast  him  into  the  field  of  Naboth,  the  Jezrahelite :  for 
I  remember,  when  I  and  thou,  sitting  in  a  chariot,  followed 
Achab,  this  man's  father,  that  the  Lord  laid  this  burthen 
upon  him,  saying : 

26  bIf  I  do  not  requite  thee  in  this  field,  saith  the 
Lord,  for  the  blood  of  Naboth,  and  for  the  blood  of  his 
children,  which  I  saw  yesterday,  saith  the  Lord.  So  now 
take  him,  and  cast  him  into  the  field,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord. 

27  But  Ochozias,  king  of  Juda,  seeing  this,  fled  by  the 
way  of  the  garden-house :  and  Jehu  pursued  him,  and 
said  :  Strike  him  also  in  his  chariot.  And  they  struck 
him  in  the  going  up  to  Gaver,  which  is  by  Jeblaam :  and 
he  fled  into  Mageddo,  and  died  there. 

28  And  his  servants  laid  him  upon  his  chariot,  and 
carried  him  to  Jerusalem  :  and  they  buried  him  in  his 
sepulchre  with  his  fathers,  in  the  city  of  David. 

29  In  the  eleventh  year  of  Joram,  the  son  of  Achab, 
Ochozias  reigned  over  Juda ; 

30  And  Jehu  came  into  Jezrahel.  But  Jezabel,  hear- 
ing of  his  coming  in,  painted  her  face  with  stibic  stone, 
and  adorned  her  head,  and  looked  out  of  a  window 

31  At  Jehu  coming  in  at  the  gate,  and  said:"  Can 
there  be  peace  for  Zambri,  that  hath  killed  his  master  ? 

32  And  Jehu  lifted  up  his  face  to  the  window,  and 
said:  Who  is  this?  And  two  or  three  eunuchs  bowed 
down  to  him. 

33  And  he  said  to  them  ;  Throw  her  clown  head- 
long; and  they  threw  her  clown,  and  the  wall  was  sprin- 
kled with  her  blood,  and  the  hoofs  of  the  horses  trod 
upon  her._  vI'^ujT^l       l^L^^ajjl'  *  ; 

34  And  when  he  was  come  in  to  cat,  and  to  drink,  he 
said :  Go,  and  see  after  that  cursed  woman,  and  bury  her : 
because  she  is  a  king's  daughter. 

35  And  when  they  went  to  bury  her,  they  found 

*  S  King!  xxi.  22.— c  3  Kings  xvi.  10. 


slain  by  Jehu,  as  being  the  grandson  of  Jezabel.  Great  troubles  took  place  in 
Juda  in  consequence  of  his  death.  C. 

Ver.  29.  Eleventh^  or  rather  the  twelfth,  (chap,  viii.  25.  Houbigunt,)  on  lew 
he  had  been  associated  with  his  father  on  the  throne  a  year  before  his  death.  C.  D. 

Ver,  30.  Stone*  or  antimony,  to  make  the  eyes  look  black  and  large*  Pride 
might  suggest  that  she  outfit  not  to  appear  unadorned.  C.  T. 

Ver.  31.  Master*  Being  convinced  that  she  could  not  gain  the  affections  o| 
Jehu,  (H.)  and  thinking  that  he  would  not  lay  hands  on  a  woman,  CM.)  she 
insolently,  or  in  despair,  (H.)  upbraids  him  as  a  new  Zambri,  who  might  expect 
n  similar  fate,  3  Kings  xvi.  C— The  name  of  Zambri  was  used  proverbially  to 
denote  an  ungrateful  rebel ;  as  with  us  Judas  is  used  for  a  traitor.  T. 

Ver.  32.  Thh*  Who  dares  address  me  with  such  provoking  language? 
Heb.  "Who  with  me,  who?"  will  punish  this  wretch?  The  eumteht9  who  had 
hitherto  waited  upon  Jezabel,  immediately  showed  their  readiness  to  take  par* 
with  her  enemy:  so  little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  servants  in  the  hour  al 
adversity,  when  they  have  long  been  witnesses  of  their  masters'  crimes. 

Ver.  33.  Hoofs.  Heb,  "  and  the  horses,  and  he  tmd  her  under  foot,"  K.— 
Jehu  showed  the  example.  M. 

Ver.  34.  Bury.  He  had  forgotten  the  prediction  of  Elias,  ver,  3fi.  Salifln,— 
Daughter  of  Kthboal,  wife  of  Achab,  mother  of  Joram,  king  of  Israel,  tzi* 
mother-in-law  of  Joram.  Icing  of  Juda,  and  grandmother  of  his  son  Ochozias.  C. 
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r        y                                                 IV.  KINGS.                                                (Jhap,  X. 

f  HAP.  A.   

nothing  but  the  skull,  and  the  feet,  and  the  extremities  of 

her  hands.                                                t         . , 

36  And  coming  back  they  told  him.    And  Jehu  said  : 
'It  is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  by  his  servant 
Elias,  the  Thesbite,  saying:  In  the  field  of  Jezrahel  the 
does  shall  eat  the  flesh  of  Jezabel. 

37  And  the  flesh  of  Jezabel  shall  be  as  dung  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth  in  the  field  of  Jezrahel ;  so  that  they  who 
pass  by  shall  say  :  Is  this  that  same  Jezabel  1 

CHAP.  X. 

Aft*  destroyed  the  house  of  Achab:  abolisheth  the  worship  of  Saa\,o,xd 
kilUth  the  worshippers:  but  sticks  to  the  calves  of  Jeroboam.    Israel  is 
afflicted  by  the  Syrians. 

A  ND  "Achab  had  seventy  sons  in  Samaria:  so  Jehu 
J\_  wrote  letters,  and  sent  to  Samaria,  to  the  chief  men 
of  the  city,  and  to  the  ancients,  and  to  them  that  brought 

lp  Achab's  children,  saying : 

2  As  soon  as  you  receive  these  letters,  ye  that  have 
torn  master's  sons,  and  chariots,  and  horses,  and  fenced 

cities,  and  armour, 

3  Choose  the  best,  and  him  that  shall  please  you  most 
of  your  master's  sons,  and  set  him  on  his  father  s  throne, 
and  fight  for  the  house  of  your  master. 

4  But  they  were  exceedingly  afraid,  and  said :  Behold 
two  kino-s  could  not  stand  before  him,  and  how  shall  we  be 

able  to  resist ;                                        ,  ,  , 

5  Therefore  they  that  were  over  the  kings  house,  and 
the  rulers  of  the  city,  and  the  ancients,  and  the  bnngers 
up  of  the  children,  sent  to  Jehu,  saying:  We  are  thy 
servants :  -whatsoever  thou  shalt  command  us  we  will  do  ; 
we  will  not  make  us  any  king:  do  thou  all  that  pleaseth  thee. 

6  Ar.d  he  wrote  "letters  the  second  time  to  them, 
sayino- ;  Jf  you  be  mine,  and  will  obey  me,  take  the  heads 
of  the  ?oos  of  your  master,  and  come  to  me  to  Jezrahel  by 
to-morrow  at' this  time.     Now  the  kin^s  sons,  being 
seventy  won,  were  brought  up  with  the  cniet  men  or  tne 

CltY. 

7  And  when  the  letters  came  to  them,  they  took  the 
kings  sons,  and  slew  seventy  persons,  and  put  their  heads 
in  baskets,  and  sent  them  to  him  to  Jezrahel. 

8  And  a  messenger  came,  and  told  him,  saying :  They 
have  brought  the  heads  of  the  king  s  sons.    And  he  said  : 
Lay  ye  them  in  two  heaps  by  the  entering  in  of  the  gate 

until  the  morning. 

9  And  when  it  was  light,  he  went  out,  and  standing, 
said  to  all  the  people :  You  are  just :  if  I  conspired  against 
my  master,  and  slew  him ;  who  hath  slain  all  these  ? 

10  cSee  therefore  now  that  there  hath  not  fallen  to  the 
ground  any  of  the  words  of  the  Lord,  which  the  Lord 
spoke  concerning  the  house  of  Achab;  and  the  Lord 
hath  done  that  which  he  spoke  in  the  hand  of  his  servant 
Elias. 

1 1  So  Jehu  slew  all  that  were  left  of  the  house  of  Achab 
in  Jezrahel,  and  all  his  chief  men,  and  his  friends,  and  his 
priests,  till  there  were  no  remains  left  of  him. 

12  And  he  arose,  and  went  to  Samaria :  and  when  he 
was  come  to  the  shepherds'  cabin  in  the  way, 

13  He  met  with  the  brethren  of  Ochozias,  king  of 
Juda,  and  he  said  to  them  :  Who  are  you?  And  they  an- 
swered :  We  are  the  brethren  of  Ochozias,  and  are  come 
down  to  salute  the  sons  of  the  king,  and  the  sons  of  the 
queen. 

14  And  he  said:  Take  them  alive.    And  they  took 
them  alive,  and  killed  them  at  the  pit  by  the  cabin,  two 
and  forty  men,  and  he  left  not  any  of  them. 

15  And  when  he  was  departed  thence,  he  found  Jona- 
dab,  the  son  of  Rechab,  coming  to  meet  him,  and  he 
blessed  him.    And  he  said  to  him :   Is  thy  heart  right  as 
my  heart  is  with  thy  heart  ?  And  Jonadab  said  :  It  is.  If 
it  be,  said  he,  give  me  thy  hand.    He  gave  him  his  hand. 
And  he  lifted  him  up  to  him  into  the  chariot, 

16  And  said  to  him :  Come  with  me,  and  see  my  zoal 
for  the  Lord.    So  he  made  him  ride  in  his  chariot, 

17  And  brought  him  into  Samaria.    And  he  slew  all 
that  were  left  of  Achab,  in  Samaria,  to  a  man,  according 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  spoke  by  Elias. 

18  And  Jehu  gathered  together  all  the  people,  and  said 
to  them  :  dAchab  worshipped  Baal  a  little,  but  I  will  wor 

ship  him  more. 

19  Now  therefore  call  to  me  all  the  prophets  of  Baal, 

•  3  Kings  txi-  23.— *  A.  M.  3120,  A.  C.  S84. 

e  3  Kings  xxi.  ls>. — <*  3  Kings  xvi.  31. 

Van.  37     Jezabel  ?  so  fallen  Of.)  and  degraded,  though  once  possessed  of  so 
much  power  and  beauty  !  Heb.  and  Sept.  "  that  they  shall  not  say,  This  U  Jew- 
bell"  H. — Xo  monument  shall  recall  her  to  ihe  remembrance  of  men.  U— Her 
body  cannot  be  recognised.    This  will  be  the  fate  of  the  greatest  mortal  beauties, 

a  few  days  after  their  departure. 

CHAP.  X.  Ver.  1.    Seventy  son*,  as  he  had  many  wives.  Gedeon  had  seventy. 

C.-Grand-chiMren  might  also  be  included.  D.-City,  Heb.  "  of  Jezrahel,  a 
word  which  has  probably  been  substituted  instead  of  « Israel,"  which  is  more  con- 
formable to  the  Sept.  and  Vulg.    Those  who  adhere  to  the  Heb.  pretend  that  the 
princes  had  at!  fled  from  Jezrahel.-CAiWren.    This  is  the  sense  generally  given 
o  Futritios  Achab,  which  literally  signifies,  "the  nursing-fathers  (preceptors, 
counsellors,  ic.)  of  Achab,"  ver.  5.    The  king"s  children  were  perhaps  educated 
m  the  most  noble  families,  (ver.  6,)  and  in  the  best  cities,  2  Par.  xi.  23.  Isaias, 
(xlix.  23,)  foretelling  tho  happiness  of  the  Israelites  after  the  captivity,  says,  mat 

kings  and  queens  will  nurse  them. 

Ver.  8.    Morning,  that  all  the  people  might  see  them.  C— Jena  did  not 
ahoose  to  admit  the  Samaritans  into  the  city  during  the  night.  M. 

Vbk.  0.    Just  executioners  of  the  Divine  wrath.  D.— You  know  what  is  right. 
M.— You  are  now  in  the  same  predicament  with  myself.  H.— All  the  chief  men 
nad  thus  rendered  themselves  odious  to  the  people,  who  could  not  choose  them 
for  leaders.   He  captiously  infers,  from  his  astonishing  success,  (C.)  that  his  con- 
duct is  pleasing  to  God.  M. — All  the  people  seeing  that  so  many  had  armed  (T.) 
against  tho  house  of  Achab,  might  conclude  that  what  they  did  was  just.  H. 

Ver.  11.    Chufmen,  probably  including  those  perfidious  wretchw  who  had 
to  hone  v  betraved  their  trust,  and  slam  tne  seventy  suns  ui  «™v,  ".o 
ths  kingdom,  his  kinsmen,  and  friends  »  ChaL  Son" 
Xhe  SfciS.  have  connoisseurs,  or  magicians.  Lev.  xix.  Ql.-Pnests,  princes  of  fti 

court,  (2  Kings  viii.  18,)  and  those  who  offered  sacrifice  to  idols,  (C.)  being  of 
Achab's  descendants.  M. — He  afterwards  inveigled  all  the  priests  of  Baal,  to  their 

entire  ruin,  ver.  19.  H.                                                     _  , 

VBR.  12.    Cabin.    Heb.  Bcth-aftod,  (H.)  a  term  which  the  Sept.  do  not  trans- 
late.   It  means,  "  house  of  tying,"  as  the  sheep  wcro  tied  to  be  shorn.  M. 

Ver.  13.    Brethren.    The  Arabs  had  destroyed  all  his  brothers  by  the  same 
mother  (2  Par.  xxSt  1) ;  but  these  were  near  relations,  and  they  durst  not  deny 
the  fact.  31.— In  2  Par.  xxii.  8  they  are  styled  princes  of  Juda,  and  sons  of  th* 
brethren  ofOehozias.    Jehu  must  have  used  surprising  diligence  (C.)  and  secrecy 
(H.)  to  prevent  the  many  important  transactions  ond  changes  which  had  lately 
taken  place  from  being  known  at  Jerusalem,  or  even  at  Ilcthakod,  ver.  12,  which 
was  so  little  distant  from  Samaria.  C— Quan.    The  wife  of  Jorum,  or  the  chil- 
dren of  Jezabel,  (M.)  with  whom  they  were  connected  by  affinity  and  friendship. 

to  their  great  detriment.  H. 

Ver.  15.    Jonadab,  a  holy  personage.  Jer.  xxxv.  6.    The  Rechabites  were  e 
sort  of  religious,  descended  from  Jethro  and  the  Cinites.  C. — They  dwelt  in  th* 
country,  and  fed  sheep,  kc.  Num.  x.  29.  T. — John  of  Jerus,  (c.  25,)  says  that  Jona- 
dab was  a  disciple  of  Eliseus,  and  followed  his  institute  in  all  things,  excepting 
continency.  M. — Blessed  him,  wishing  him  peace  and  prosperity.  M.— It  U  or* 
clear  whether  Jehu  or  Jonadab  pronounced  this  blessing.  H — Heart.    Art  thou 
friendly  to  my  cause  ? —  Thy  hand,  in  sign  of  concord,  and  to  help  him  up  into  nit 
chariot.  C. 

Ver.  18.    1  will  tcorship  him  more.    Jehu  sinned  in  thus  pretending  to  wor 
ship  Baal,  and  causing  sacriBces  to  be  offered  to  him :  because  evil  ia  not  to  t« 
'    done  that  good  may  come  of  it  Rom.  UI.  8.  Co.  W-— S.  Jerom,  &c,  excuse  him 
'    from  mortal  sin,  as  his  intention  was  good-  T.— But  God  rewarded  his  zeal,  and 
not  his  falsehood.  C. 
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Chap.  X. 

and  all  his  servants,  and  all  his  priests  :  let  none  be  want- 
ing, for  I  have  a  great  sacrifice  to  offer  to  Baal :  whoso- 
ever shall  be  wanting,  shall  not  live.  Now  Jehu  did  this 
craftily,  that  he  might  destroy  the  worshippers  of  Baal. 

20  And  he  said :  Proclaim  a  festival  for  Baal.  And 
he  called, 

21  And  he  sent  into  all  the  borders  of  Israel;  and  all 
the  servants  of  Baal  came :  there  was  not  one  left  that 
did  not  come.  And  they  went  into  the  temple  of  Baal : 
and  the  house  of  Baal  was  filled,  from  one  end  to  the 
other. 

22  And  he  said  to  them  that  were  over  the  wardrobe : 
Bring  forth  garments  for  all  the  servants  of  Baal.  And 
they  brought  them  forth  garments. 

23  And  Jehu,  and  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Rechab,  went 
to  the  temple  of  Baal,  and  said  to  the  worshippers  of  Baal : 
Search,  and  see  that  there  be  not  any  with  you  of  the 
servants  of  the  Lord,  but  that  there  be  the  servants  of 
Baal  only. 

24  And  they  went  in  to  offer  sacrifices  and  burnt- 
offerings  :  but  Jehu  had  prepared  him  fourscore  men 
without,  and  said  to  them  :  If  any  of  the  men  escape, 
whom  I  have  brought  into  your  hands,  he  that  letteth  him 
go,  shall  answer  life  for  life. 

25  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  burnt-offering  was 
ended,  that  Jehu  commanded  his  soldiers  and  captains, 
saying:  Go  in,  and  kill  them:  let  none  escape.  And 
the  soldiers  and  captains  slew  them  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  and  cast  them  out :  and  they  went  into  the  city  of 
the  temple  of  Baal, 

26  And  brought  the  statue  out  of  Baal's  temple,  and 
burnt  it, 

27  And  broke  it  in  pieces.  They  destroyed  also  the 
temple  of  Baal,  and  made  a  jakes  in  its  place  unto  this 
day. 

28  So  Jehu  destroved  Baal  out  of  Israel : 

29  But  yet  he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam, 
the  son  of  Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin,  nor  did  he  for- 
sake the  golden  calves  that  were  in  Bethel,  and  Dan. 

30  And  the  Lord  said  to  Jehu  :  Because  thou  hast  dili- 
gently executed  that  which  was  right  and  pleasing  in  my 

•  Infim,  XT.  12.— *  A.  M.  3120.  2  P«.  xxH  10. 

Vkr«  19.    Servants*    The  number  had  greatly  decreased  under  Joram.  M. 

Yer.  21.  Other.  Lit.  "from  top  to  top."  *  Heb.  "  from  mouth  to  mnuth," 
(H.)  like  a  vessel  brimful.  C. — Every  corner  was  filled.  All  the  priests  and 
prophets  made  their  appearance,  through  zmi  to  re-establish  the  honour  of  their 
Idol,  and  for  fear  of  death,  M. 

Ver,  22.  Wardrobe^  of  vestments  used  in  thr  service  of  Baal.  The  worship 
chiefly  eon-<irftf-d  in  such  outward  pomp.  The  pp*  were  probably  adorned  like 
those  at  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  who  were  from  .lit  same  country.  Sil.  Ital.  3. 
velantur  corpora  lino,  fee. 

Vek.  425.  Soldiers.  Heb.  "runners,  (or  foot -guards,  3  Kings  L  5,)  and  chief 
officers/1  Exod.  xiv.  7. 

Ver*  2D.  Dan.  This  wicked  policy,  which  was  designed  to  prevent  his  sub* 
Jcd5  from  submitting  again  to  the  kings  of  Juda,  proved  his  ruin. 

Vxr.  30.  Generation*  So  Joachaz,  Joas,  Jeroboam  II. ,  and  Zacharies,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  throne.  This  small  temporal  reward  he  obtained  for  the  little  good 
which  he  had  done;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  punished  for  his  manifold 
trail wrressi ns.  Osee  (I.  4)  reproaches  him  even  for  the  blood  which  he  had  spilt 
ta  Jczrahel,  for,  though  Achab  and  Joram  were  guilty,  was  Jehu  innocent?  Can 
this  murder  of  Ochozias  be  justified?  C. — "What  advantage  wn  it  to  hitn  that 
he  received  L<ome  little  transitory  reward  of  a  temporal  kingdom,  for  his  obedience 
in  exterminating  the  house  of  Achab ;  which  be  indeed  exhibited  to  gratify  nU 
own  lust  of  dominion  ?  M  S.  Aug.  c.  Mend.  ii.  c.  2,  This  holy  doctor  observes, 
that  moral  good  works  are  thus  re  wanted*  W. 

Vbk-  32.  IVe^r?/.  Heb.  *;  to  retrench  or  destroy/*  Hazael  took  occasion, 
from  the  absence  of  Jehu  (C.)  from  Galaad.  and  the  disturbances  on  the  west  of 
406 
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eyes,  and  hast  clone  to  the  house  of  Achab  according  to 
all  that  was  in  my  heart :  "thy  children  shall  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  Israel  to  the  fourth  generation. 

31  But  Jehu  took  no  heed  to  walk  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  with  all  his  heart :  for  he  departed 
not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  who  had  made  Israel  to 
sin. 

32  In  those  days  the  Lord  began  to  be  weary  of  Israel  : 
and  Hazael  ravaged  them  in  all  the  coasts  of  Israel, 

33  From  the  Jordan  eastward,  all  the  laud  of  Galaad, 
and  Gad,  and  Ruben,  and  Manasses,  from  Aroer,  which 
is  upon  the  torrent  Anion,  and  Galaad,  and  Basan. 

34  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehu,  and  all  that  he  did, 
and  his  strength,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the 
words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

35  And  Jehu  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried 
him  in  Samaria  :  and  Joachaz,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

36  And  the  time  that  Jehu  reigned  over  Israel,  ir. 
Samaria,  was  eight  and  twenty  years. 

CHAP.  XL 

Athalia's  usurpation  3nd  tyranny.    Joas  is  made  king.    AHialia  is  slain. 

AND  bAthalia,  the  mother  of  Ochozias,  seeing  thai 
her  son  was  dead,  arose  and  slew  all  the  royal  seed. 

2  But  Josaba,  the  daughter  of  king  Joram,  sister  oi 
Ochozias,  took  Joas,  the  son  of  Ochozias,  and  stole  him 
from  among  the  king's  sons  that  were  slain,  out  of  the 
bed-chamber  with  his  nurse :  and  hid  him  from  the  'ace 
of  Athalia ;  so  that  he  was  not  slain. 

3  And  he  was  with  her  six  years,  hid  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord.    And  Athalia  reigned  over  the  land. 

4  6  And  in  the  seventh  year  Joiada  sent,  and  taking  the 
centurions  and  soldiers,  brought  them  in  to  him  into  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  and  made  a  covenant  with  them : 
and  taking  an  oath  of  them  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
showed  them  the  king's  son  : 

5  And  he  commanded  them,  saying:  This  is  the  thing 
that  you  must  do. 

6  Let  a  third  part  of  you  go  in  on  the  sabbath,  and 
keep  the  watch  of  the  kings  house.  And  let  a  third  part 
be  at  the  gate  of  Sur;  and  let  a  third  part  be  at  the 

«   2Par.xxUI.1.   A.  M.  3126,  A.  C  878. 

the  Jordan,  to  dismember  ihc  provinces  on  the  east,  and  to  commit  the  horrid 
ravages  foretold  by  £Iiseas.  Chap.  viii.  12.  H. 

CHAP.  XI.  Ver.  1.  Sued.  What  cruelties  are  occasioned  by  ambition  !  W. 
— This  Is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  proofs  recorded  in  history.  Agrippina 
was  but  a  faint  copy  of  the  unnatural  Athalia,  (C.)  who  knew  that  she  whs  des- 
tined for  slaughter,  if  she  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  Jehu.  M. 

Vek.  2.  Sister.  She  had  probably  a  different  mother,  as  she  consented  to 
the  death  of  Athalia.  C. — But  the  crimes  of  the  latter  required  such  a  punishment; 
and  even  a  daughter  would  have  done  wrong  to  screen  her.  H. — Josabeth,  as  she 
is  called  in  2  Par.  xxtt.  11,  was  married  to  Joiada,  the  high  priest,  ibid. —  Our  of. 
Heb.  and  Parol,  "hid  him,  even  him  and  his  nurse,  in  the  bed-chamber"  of  tht 
priest,  in  the  temple  (Saiien) ;  different  from  that  bed-chamber  in  which  he  had 
hitherto  been  nursed.  Thus  the  passages  may  be  reconciled.  M.  C. 

Vbr.  4.  Year%  of  the  age  of  Joas,  ver.  21.  M. — Centurions.  Five  in  number, 
of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  (M.)  commanding  each  100  men.  Heb.  adds,  "  the  rams," 
(C.)  to  denote  "the  captains  (Prot.)  and  the  runners,"  or  guards.  H. — Joiad* 
was  a  man  of  great  authority,  virtue,  and  discretion ;  so  that  he  was  able  tc 
manage  this  delicate  affiiir,  and  no  one  gave  information  to  Athalia,  as  she  wa« 
detested.  The  Levites  and  principal  men  of  Juda  were  admonished,  underhand, 
to  he  present  on  the  day  appointed.  The  quality  of  high  priest,  and  the  knowc 
probity  and  zeal  for  the  public  good,  which  were  conspicuous  in  Joiada.  as  wel* 
as  his  being  so  nearly  related  to  the  lawful  heir  to  the  crown,  made  the  people 
readily  come  forward.  C. 

Vbr.  G.  Siibbath.  On  this  day  the  L<mtes  replaced  each  other;  so  thai 
"QR-\y  <oi^b*  a  ■^•oble  without  suspicion.    Thuj  guarded  the  kite's  apartments  in 
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gate  behind  the  dwelling  of  the  shield-bearers;  and  you 
6hall  keep  the  watch  of  the  house  of  Messa. 

7  But  let  two  parts  of  you  all  that  go  forth  on  the  sab- 
bath, keep  the  watch  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  about  the 
king. 

8  And  you  shall  compass  him  round  about,  having 
weapons  in  your  hands  :  and  if  any  man  shall  enter  the 
precinct  of  the  temple,  let  him  be  slain  :  and  you  shall  be 
with  the  king,  coming  in  and  going  out. 

9  And  the  centurions  did  according  to  all  things  that 
Joiada,  the  priest,  had  commanded  them :  and  taking 
every  one  their  men,  that  went  in  on  the  sabbath,  with  them 
that  went  out  in  the  sabbath,  came  to  Joiada,  the  priest. 

10  And  he  gave  them  the  spears,  and  the  arms  of  king 
David,  which  were  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

1 1  And  they  stood,  having  every  one  their  weapons  in 
their  hands,  from  the  right  side  of  the  temple,  unto  the 
left  side  of  the  altar,  and  of  the  temple,  about  the  king. 

12  And  he  brought  forth  the  king's  son,  and  put  the 
diadem  upon  him.  and  the  testimony  :  and  they  made  him 
king,  and  anointed  him  :  and  clapping  their  hands,  they 
said  :  God  save  the  king. 

13  And  Athalia  heard  the  noise  of  the  people  running : 
and  going  in  to  the  people  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 

14  She  saw  the  king  standing  upon  a  tribunal,  as  the 
manner  was,  and  the  singers,  and  the  trumpets  near  him, 
and  all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoicing,  and  sounding  the 
trumpets :  and  she  rent  her  garments,  and  cried :  A  con- 
spiracy, a  conspiracy, 

15  But  Joiada  commanded  the  centurions  that  were 
over  the  army,  and  said  to  them  :  Have  her  forth  without 
the  precinct  of  the  temple,  and  whosoever  shall  follow  her, 
let  him  be  slain  with  the  sword.  For  the  priest  had  said  : 
Let  her  not  be  slain  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

16  And  they  laid  hands  on  her :  and  thrust  her  out  by 
the  way  by  which  the  horses  go  in,  by  the  palace,  and  she 
was  slain  there. 

»  A.  M.  3126. 

the  temple.—  The  gate  of  Sur.  or  of  the  foundation,  (2  Par.  xxiii.  5,)  and  the 
western  gate  leading  to  the  palace.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Of  you.  Levitcs,  who  waited  on  the  king's  person  alternately.  C.— 
They  were  divided  into  three  parts,  being  in  actual  service,  ver.  6.  Those  who 
went  out  of  office  were  twice  the  number,  and  are  here  told  what  to  do.  Sa  thiuks 
that  liaise  who  entered  upon  dutv.  and  those  who  went  out,  formed  two  thirds  of 
the  Levites,  ver.  9,  and  2  Par.  xxiii.  6.  M. 

Ver.  8.  Temple,  to  cause  confusion,  Syr.,  Ac.  The  court  of  the  priests, 
(fizec.  xli.  0.)  and  that  of  Israel,  f  Josep.  viii.  4,)  were  separated  by  walls,  beyond 
which  strangers  were  not  allowed  to  pass.  C. — Slain,  being  first  cast  out,  ver.  lo.  M. 
— Great  respect  is  due  to  holy  places,  and  hence  comes  the  privilege  of  sanctuaries.  W. 

Van.  10.  David.  There  was  a  sort  of  arsenal  in  the  temple,  containing  arms 
consecrated  to  the  Lord  by  David  and  his  val'ant  men,  in  memory  of  their  vic- 
tories. 2  Kings  viii.  11 ;  1  Par.  xviii.  11.  C. 

Vkr.  11.  Right,  or  south,  leading  to  the  palace,  (M.)  whenee  the  greatest 
danger  was  feared.  C. — Altar  of  holocausts,  that  it  might  not  impede  the  siirht  of 
the  king.  M. 

Ver.  12.  The  testimony.  The  book  of  the  law.  Ch.— Some  think  that  the 
ihadem  was  adorned  with  phylacteries,  or  scrolls,  containing  parts  of  the  law, 
(Grot.,)  particularly  what  related  to  the  king  (H.) ;  or  that  Joas  held  in  his  hand 
a  roll  of  vellum,  containing  those  instructions,  (Deut.  xvii.  18;  2  Par.  xxiii.  11,) 
Instead  of  a  sceptre.— Anointed  him,  by  the  hands  of  Joiada;  as  this  ceremony 
was  requisite  on  account  of  the  usurpation  of  Alhalia. 

VtR.  15.  Precinct.  Ileb.  ssodruth,  (untranslated  by  the  Sept.  and  (H.) 
improperly  supposed  by  "Josephus  to  be  the  torrent  Cedronj)  means,  "  the  ranks" 
of  the  guard*.  (C.)  or  "ranges"  of  the  sacred  buildings,  which  her  impure  blood 
must  not  defile.  II.— Follow  her,  as  an  accomplice.  M. 

Ver.  16.  Thrust.  Heb.  "  and  she  went  by  the  way  by  which  the  horses  enter 
the  king's  house."  When  she  was  come  within  the  horse-gate  of  the  palace,  they 
killed  he  there.  2  Par.  xxiii.  15.  Such  was  the  ignominious  end  of  this  true 
laughter  of  Jezahel !  H. 

Ver.  17.    People.    Joiada,  as  mediator  (C.)  between  God,  the  king,  and  the 


17  And  Joiada  made  a  covenant  between  the  Lord,  and 
the  king,  and  the  people,  that  they  should  be  the  people 
of  the  Lord ;  and  between  the  king  and  the  people. 

18  And  all  the  people  of  the  land  went  into  the  temple 
of  Baal,  and  broke  down  his  altars,  and  his  images  they 
broke  in  pieces  thoroughly :  they  slew  also  Mathan,  the 
priest  of  Baal,  before  the  altar.  And  the  priest  set  guards 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

19  And  he  took  the  centurions,  and  the  bands  of  the 
Cerethi,  and  the  Phelethi,  and  all  the  people  of  the  land, 
and  thev  brought  the  kins:  from  the  house  of  the  Lord ; 
and  they  came  by  the  way  of  tlte  gate  of  the  shield-bearers 
into  the  palace,  and  he  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  kings. 

20  And  all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced,  and  the  city 
was  quiet:  but  Athalia  was  slain  with  the  sword  in  the 
king's  house. 

21  Now  Joas  was  seven  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign. 

CHAP.  XII. 

The  temple  is  repaired.    JTazael  is  bought  off  from  attacking  Jerusalem. 

Joas  is  slain. 

IN  the  seventh  year  'of  Jehu,  Joas  began  to  reign :  and 
he  reigned  forty  years  in  Jerusalem.    The  name  of 
his  mother  was  Sebia,  of  Bersabee. 

2  And  Joas  did  that  which  was  right  before  the  Lord 
all  the  days  that  Joiada,  the  priest,  taught  him. 

3  But  yet  he  took  not  away  the  high  places :  for  the 
people  still  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places. 

4  And  Joas  said  to  the  priests  :  b  All  the  money  of  the 
sanctified  things,  which  is  brought  into  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  by  those  that  pass,  which  is  offered  for  the  price  of 
a  soul,  and  which  of  their  own  accord,  and  of  their  own 
free  heart,  they  bring  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord  : 

o  Let  the  priests  take  it  according  to  their  order,  and 
repair  the  house,  wheresoever  they  shall  see  any  thing  that 
wanteth  repairing. 

6  Now  till  the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  king  Joas, 
the  priests  did  not  make  the  repairs  of  the  temple. 

b  A.M.  31-17,  A.  C.  637. 

people,  engaged  the  two  latter  to  bo  faithful  to  their  common  Lord,  and  to  each 
other.  They  promised  mutually  to  observe  the  laws;  and  on  that  condition  the 
high  priest  "gave  them  an  assurance  that  God  would  protect  them.  H. — The 
covenant  eutered  into  by  their  fathers  (Exod.  xix.  5)  was  renewed.  C. 

Vkr.  1i5.  Altar.  Many  of  the  sacred  ornaments  belonging  to  the  temple  had 
been  transported  to  the  house  of  Baal,  probably  on  Mount  Olivet,  where  Solomon 
had  formerly  erected  such  buildings.  3  Kings  xi.  5;  2  Par.  xxlv.  7.  The  reform 
of  the  state  justly,  therefore,  began  with  the  destruction  of  this  profane  and  sacri- 
legious place. — Lord,  according  to  the  former  regulations,  which  had  been  lately 
ill  observed,  to  prevent  anything  unclean  from  coming  in.  2  Par.  xxiii.  19.  C— * 
Sept.  "the  priest  placed  overseers  ( £iri<rr  oVouc)  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  U. 

Ver.  19.  Phelethi,  In  the  Heb.  of  the  books  of  Kings  we  read  nothing  of 
these  bands  after  the  reign  of  David.  The  same  expressions  occur  here  as  ver.  4, 
"the  centurions,  the  rams,  (or  captains,)  and  tho  runners,"  (C.)  or  guards. 
Prot.  H. 

CHAP.  XIT.  Ver.  2.  Taught  him.  Joiada  lived,  at  least,  till  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  the  reign  of  Joas,  (ver.  G,)  and  the  king  seems  to  have  persevered 
some  time  longer  in  virtue. 

ER.  3.  Places,  to  the  true  Ood,  but  contrary  to  his  law.  The  king  was  de- 
terred from  overturning  these  alUirs  through  human  policy;  which  did  not  mec* 
with  the  Divine  approbation.  C.    See  3  Kings  xxii.  24;  Deut.  xii.  8. 

Ver.  4.  Sanctified,  That  is  dedicated  to  God's  service.  Ch. — Lit.  "of  the 
holy"  sanctorum.  H. — For  the  use  of  the  sanctuary.— Pass,  as  strangers,  (3  Kinga 
viii.  41,)  desiring  sacrifice  to  be  offered,  (Grotius, )  or  who  pass  in  the  roll  of  those 
who  have  attained  their  twentieth  year,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  half  a  side.  Exod. 
xx.  13,  14.  This  was  the  first  fund  which  hud  been  turned  to  a  different  purpose 
by  tho  priests  (C.)  under  tho  wicked  kinge.  H. — Soul.  That  is,  the  ordinary 
oblation,  which  every  soul  was  to  offer  by  the  law.  Exod.  xxx.  Ch. — Or,  this  «aa 
a  second  fund  arising  from  the  redemption  of  vows.  Lot.  xxvii  2. — Lord. 
Voluntary  contributions,  like  that  of  the  widow,  (Luke  xxi.  2,)  "were  also  recom- 
mended ;  and  Joai  sent  Le rites  throughout  the  land  every  year  to  collect  wau 
they  could  for  the  reparation  of  tho  temple.  2  Par.  xiciv.  6. 
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Chap.  XII. 


IV.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XIII. 


7  And  king  *  Joas  called  Joiada,  the  high  priest,  and  the 
priests,  saying  to  them  :  Why  do  you  not  repair  the  tem- 
ple ?  Take  you,  therefore,  money  no  more  according  to 
your  order,  but  restore  it  for  the  repairing  of  the  temple. 

8  And  the  priests  were  forbidden  to  take  any  more 
money  of  the  people,  and  to  make  the  repairs  of  the 
house.  '  l,  .  ;    v- -/.W.  v     .  ^ 

9  And  Joiada,  the  high  priest,  took  a  chest,  and  bored 
a  hole  in  the  top,  and'  set  it  by  the  altar  at  the  right  hand 
of  them  that  came  into  the  house  of  the  Lord ;  and  the 
priests  that  kept  the  doors,  put  therein  all  the  money  that 
was  brought  to  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

10  And  when  they  saw  that  there  was  very  much 
money  in  the  chest,  the  kings  scribe,  and  the  high  priest, 
came  up,  and  poured  it  out,  and  counted  the  money  that 
was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord : 

1 1  And  they  grave  it  out  by  number  and  measure  into 
the  hands  of  them  that  were  over  the  builders  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord :  and  they  laid  it  out  to  the  carpenters,  and 
the  masons,  that  wrought  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 

12  And  made  the  repairs  :  and  to  them  that  cut  stones, 
and  to  buy  timber,  and  stones  to  be  hewed,  that  the  re- 
pairs of  the  house  of  the  Lord  might  be  completely 
finished,  and  wheresoever  there  was  need  of  expenses  to 
uphold  the  house. 

13  But  there  were  not  made  of  the  same  money  for  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  bowls,  or  flesh-hooks,  or  censers,  or 
trumpets,  or  any  vessel  of  gold  and  silver,  of  the  money 
that  was  brought  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord  : 

14  For  it  was  given  to  them  that  did  the  work,  that 
the  temple  of  the  Lord  might  be  repaired. 

15  And  they  reckoned  not  with  the  men  that  received 
the  money  to  distribute  it  to  the  workmen,  but  they  be- 
stowed it  faithfully. 

16  But  the  money  for  trespass,  and  the  money  for  sins, 
they  brought  not  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  because  it 
was  for  the  priests. 

17  ^Then  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  went  up,  and  fought 
against  Geth,  and  took  it.  and  set  his  face  to  go  up  to 
Jerusalem. 

18  Wherefore  Joas,  king  of  Juda,  took  all  the  sanctified 
things,  which  Josaphat,  and  Joram.  and  Ochozias,  his 
fathers,  the  kings  of  Juda,  had  dedicated  to  holy  uses,  and 
which  he  himself  had  offered  :  and  all  the  silver  that  could 
be  found  in  the  treasures  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and 

■  A.  M.  3148.— *  A.  M.  SI65,  A.  C.  839.    I  Par.  xxlv.  23. 

Ver.  9.  By  the  altar,  yet  without  the  enclosure,  that  any  person  might 
freely  put  in  what  he  thought  proper.  2  Par.  xxiv.  8.  Priests  were  still  appointed 
to  watch,  that  no  fraud  was  committed ;  and  they  counted  the  money  which  the 
law  ordained  to  he  paid.  M. 

Ver.  11.    And  they.    The  king  and  the  high  priest  conjointly.  Paral. 

Ver.  13.  Bowls.  Chal.  "  silver  chalices."  The  precise  import  of  the  Heb. 
term  is  not  well  known.  M. — Lord.  After  the  repairs  were  finished,  the  remain- 
ing money,  which  was  very  considerable,  was.  however,  employed  for  these  pur- 
poses. 2  Par.  xxiv.  14.  C.  M. 

Ver.  lfi.  Sins.  These  terms  seem  to  be  synonymous,  though  they  may  be 
distinguished.  Lev.  It.  2,  and  v.  15.  If  any  one  forgot  to  pay  tithes  he  was  bound 
to  make  full  reparation  to  the  priests  (Tostat)  ;  and  the  money  which  was  given 
to  them  by  strangers,  to  offer  sacrifice,  was  not  taken  from  them.  C. 

Ver.  17.  Then.  After  the  death  of  Joiada  the  king  gave  way  to  the  greatest 
ttcesses  of  idolatry,  and  even  murdered  the  son  of  his  great  benefactor.  Here- 
upon the  justice  of  God  fell  heavy  upon  him;  Geth  was  taken,  Jerusalem  only 
saved  by  giving  up  all  the  sacred  treasures,  kc  :  yea,  tho  very  next  year  Uazael 
returned,  routed  the  forces  of  Juda,  and  wounded  the  king,  who  on  his  return  to 
the  palace  was  murdered  by  conspirators,  (C.)  to  revenge  the  death  of  Zacbarias. 
I  Par.  xxK  3o;  Joseph,  fcr.  8 
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in  the  king's  palace  :  and  sent  it  to  Hazael,  king  of  Syria, 
and  he  went  off  from  Jerusalem. 

19  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joas,  and  all  that  lit 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  thr 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda  ? 

20  And  his  servants  arose,  and  conspired  among  them- 
selves, and  slew  Joas,  in  the  house  of  Mello,  in  the  descent 
of  Sella. 

21  For  Josachar,  the  son  of  Semaath,  and  Jozabad,  the 
son  of  Somer,  his  servants,  struck  him,  and  he  died  :  and 
they  buried  him  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  ;  and 
Amasias,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

The  reign  of  Joachaz,  and  of  Joas,  kings  of  Israel.    The  last  acts  and  death  of 
Missus,  the  pruphet :  a  dead  man  is  raised  to  life  by  tlte  touch  of  his  bones. 

TN  the  three  and  twentieth  yearc  of  Joas,  son  of  Ocho- 
JL  zias,  king  of  Juda,  Joachaz,  the  son  of  Jehu,  reigned 
over  Israel,  in  Samaria,  seventeen  years. 

2  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  and  followed  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to 
sin ;  and  he  departed  not  from  them. 

3  And  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against 
Israel,  and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Hazael,  the 
king  of  Syria,  and  into  the  hand  of  Benadad,  the  son  of 
Hazael,  all  days. 

4  But  Joachaz  besought  the  face  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
Lord  heard  him  :  for  he  saw  the  distress  of  Israel,  because 
the  king  of  Syria  had  oppressed  them  : 

5  And  the  Lord  gavg  Israel  a  saviour,  and  they  were 
delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria :  and  the 
children  of  Israel  dwelt  in  their  pavilions  as  yesterday  ana 
the  dav  before. 

6  But  yet  they  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam, 
who  made  Israel  to  sin,  but  walked  in  them :  and  there 
still  remained  a  grove  also  in  Samaria. 

7  And  Joachaz  had  no  more  left  of  the  people  than 
fifty  horsemen,  and  ten  chariots,  and  ten  thousand  foot- 
men :  for  the  king  of  Syria  had  slain  them,  and  had 
brought  them  low  as  dust  by  threshing  in  the  barn-floor. 

8  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joachaz,  and  all  that  he 
did,  and  his  valour,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of 
the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

9  And*  Joachaz  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried 
him  in  Samaria :  and  Joas,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

10  In  the  seven  and  thirtieth  year  of  eJoas,  king  of 

■  A.  M.  11*8,  A.  C.  856.— «>  A.  M.  3165,  A.  C.  839.—*  A.  M.  3163,  A.  C.  841. 

Ver.  20.  Sella.  A  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the  temple.  H-— The  palace  was 
at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  had  been  built  by  Solomon.  Here  Joas  was  slain  in  his 
bed.  Paral. 

Ver.  21.  Josachar,  or  Zabad,  the  son  of  Semmaath,  a.i  Ainmonitess,  and 
Jozabad,  the  son  of  Semarith,  a  Moabitess.  Par.  Doth  thuir  mothers  were  of 
foreign  extraction.  C. — People  have  frequently  two  names. — Somer  is  thn  father 
of  Jozabad.  M. 

CHAP-  XIII.  Vek.  1.  Years.  Two  with  his  son  Joas,  (Usher,)  or  three. 
Capell.  D.    See  ver.  10. 

Ver.  3.  Bays,  while  Joachaz  lived,  ver.  22.  M. — Yet  Benadad  only  molested 
his  son.  C. — Hazael  proved  a  dreadful  scourge  in  the  band  of  God,  to  punish  his 
people.  Chap.  viii.  19.  H. 

Ver.  o.  Saviour,  in  the  person  of  Joas.  (ver.  23.  Tostat,)  after  the  death  of 
Joachaz,  whose  repentance  preserved  him,  at  least,  in  this  world.  II. 

Ver.  0.    A  grove,  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  idols.  Ch. 

Ver.  10.  Seven.  To  complete  the  number  seventeen,  (ver.  1,)  it  ought  to  be 
"nine"  ending.  Houbigant,  p.  109.  See  chap.  xiv.  23. —  Years.  If  Jeroboam 
reigned  in  the  15th  year  of  Amasias,  and  bis  father  in  the  37th  of  Joas,  and  not 
in  the  39th  almost  complete,  this  king  would  have  held  dominion  eighteen  rears, 
Ibid. 
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Chap.  XIII. 


I  V.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XIV. 


Juda,  Joas,  the  son  of  Joachaz,  reigned  over  Israel,  in 
Samaria,  sixteen  years. 

11  And  be  did  that  which  is  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  ;  lie  departed  not  from  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the 
SOD  of  Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin ;  but  he  walked  in 
them. 

12  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joas,  and  all  that  he  did, 
and  his  valour  wherewith  he  fought  against  Amasias,  king 
of  Juda,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of 
the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

13  And  Joas  slept  with  his  fathers;  and  Jeroboam  sat 
upon  his  throne.  But  Joas  was  buried  in  Samaria,  with 
the  kings  of  Israel. 

14  Now  Eliseus  was  sick  of  the  illness  whereof  he 
died :  and  Joas,  king*  of  Israel,  went  down  to  him,  and 
wept  before  him,  and  said :  0  my  father,  my  father,  the 
chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  guider  thereof. 

15  And  Eliseus  said  to  him  :  Bring  a  bow  and  arrows. 
And  when  he  had  brought  him  a  bow  and  arrows. 

16  He  said  to  the  king  of  Israel:  Put  thy  hand  upon 
the  bow.  And  when  he  had  put  his  hand,  Eliseus  put 
his  hands  over  the  kind's  hands. 

And  said :  Open  the  window  to  the  east.  And 
when  he  had  opened  it,  Eliseus  said :  Shoot  an  arrow. 
And  he  shot.  And  Eliseus  said :  The  arrow  of  the 
Lord's  deliverance,  and  the  arrow  of  the  deliverance  from 
Syria:  and  thou  shalt  strike  the  Syrians  in  Aphec,  till 
thou  consume  them. 

■ 

18  And  he  said  :  Take  the  arrows.  And  when  he  had 
taken  them,  he  said  to  him :  Strike  with  an  arrow  upon 
the*  ground.    And  he  struck  three  times,  and  stood  still. 

19  And  the  man  of  God  was  angry  with  him,  and  said  . 
If  thou  hadst  smitten  five  or  six,  or  seven  times,  thou 
hadst  smitten  Syria  even  to  utter  destruction  :  but  now 
three  times  shalt  thou  smite  it. 

20  And  Eliseus  died,  and  they  buried  him.  And  the 
rovers  from  Moab  came  into  the  land  the  same  year. 

21  bAnd  some  that  were  burying  a  man,  saw  the  rovers, 
and  cast  the  body  into  the  sepulchre  of  Eliseus.  And 

»  A.  If.  31G5.— *  Eccle.  xlviH.  14.— «  A.  M.  3165.— d  A.  M.  3165. 


Ver.  12.    Juda,  who  was  the  aggressor.  See  2  Par.  xxv.  23. 

Vbr.  13.  Throne,  for  ten  years,  along  with  his  father.  Frnm  this  period  the 
feign  of  Azarias  must  be  dated.  Chap.  xv.  1.  Usher.  C. 

Ver.  14.  The  illness.  Heb.,  Sept.,  and  Chal.,  "of  his  sickness  whereof  he 
Uso  died ;"  insinuating  that  he  had  been  before  afflicted  with  this  infirmity. 

Ver.  17.  East,  looking  towards  Galand,  (H.)  which  the  Syrians  occupied. 
M.— These  actions  were  all  significative  and  prophetical.  The  throwing  of  a  dart 
was  formerly  the  mode  of  declaring  war.  Virg.  9. 

Vek  18.  Still.  This  showed  a  degree  of  remissness.  H. — It  was  natural  for 
the  king  to  conclude  that  the  more  he  struck  the  earth  the  greater  would  be  his 
success  (C  );  and  the  prophet  had  perhaps  insinuated  as  much.  M. 

Vbr.  ly.  Angry.  Sept.  "grieved."  H. —  Or  seven  is  omitted  in  Heb.  and 
Sept.  'i  his  text  proves  that  God  knows  what  would  take  place  conditionally.  T. 
— If  &c.  By  this  it  appears  that  God  had  revealed  to  the  prophet  that  the  king 
should  overcome  the  Syrians  as  many  times  as  he  should  then  strike  on  the 
ground ;  but,  as  he  had  not,  at  the  same  time,  revealed  to  him  how  often  the  king 
vouM  strike,  the  prophet  was  concerned  to  see  that  he  struck  but  thrice.  Ch. — 
."oas  was  assured  that  he  should  consume  the  Syrians.  But  this  was  to  be  under- 
stood, provided  he  performed  his  part,  (M.  T.)  and  that  destruction  was  not  said 
w  be  entire.  H. 

Vta.  20.  Buried  him,  near  Samaria.  M.— He  had  been  chosen  by  BBaa 
■&Cty-eJght  years  before,  and  had  lived  eleven  with  him.  His  perfect  character  is 
given,  Eccli.  xlviii.  13.  His  double  spirit  represents  the  plenitude  of  grace  in 
Jesus  Christ;  as  his  raising  of  the  child  to  life,  in  such  a  wonderful  manner,  de- 
oote>  his  incarnation.  The  waters  of  Jericho  made  sweet,  and  the  healing  of 
Xaauian,  s**t  before  us  the  virtue  of  baptism  ;  as  the  widow's  oil  shows  the  great 
g-accs  which  are  bestowed  by  Christ  upon  his  Church.  The  children  devoured, 
•ud  the  Syrians  struck  blind,  remind  us  c?  the  perversity  and  blindness  of  infidels. 


when  it  had  touched  the  bones  of  Eliseus,  the  man  canr.e 
to  life,  and  stood  upon  his  feet. 

22  Now  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  afflicted  Israel  all  the 
days  of  Joachaz. 

23  And  the  Lord  had  mercy  on  them,  and  returned  to 
them,  because  of  his  covenant,  which  he  had  made  with 
Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob  -  and  he  would  not  de- 
stroy them,  nor  utterly  cast  then,  away,  unto  this  presen* 
time. 

24  And  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  died;  and  Benadad 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

25  Now  Joas,  cthe  son  of  Joachaz,  took  the  cities  out 
of  the  hand  of  Benadad,  the  son  of  Hazael,  which  he  had 
taken  out  of  the  hand  of  Joachaz,  his  father,  by  war  ; 
three  times  did  Joas  heat  him,  and  he  restored  the  cities 
to  Israel. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Amasias  reigneth  in  Juda:  he  overcometh  the  Edomites,  but  is  ocerco7ne  b% 
Joas,  king  of  Israel.    Jeroboam,  the  second,  reigneth  in  Israel. 

IN  the  second  year*1  of  Joas,  son  of  Joachaz,  king  o* 
Israel,  reigned  Amasias,  son  of  Joas,  king  of  Juda. 

2  eHe  was  five  and  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign ;  and  nine  and  twenty  years  he  reigned  in  Jeru- 
salem ;  the  name  of  his  mother  was  Joadan,  of  Jerusalem 

3  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  before  the  Lord, 
but  yet  not  like  David,  his  father.  He  did  according  to 
all  things  that  Joas,  his  father,  did, 

4  But  this  only,  that  he  took  not  away  the  high  places ; 
for  yet  the  people  sacrificed,  and  burnt  incense  in  the 
high  places : 

5  And  when  he  had  possession  of  the  kingdom,  he  put 
his  servants  to  death  that  had  slain  the  king,  his  father. 

6  But  the  children  of  the  murderers  he  did  not  put  to 
death,  according  to  that  which  is  written  in  the  Book  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  wherein  the  Lord  commanded,  saying; 
fThe  fathers  shall  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children, 
neither  shall  the  children  be  put  to  death  for  the  fathers: 
but  every  man  shall  die  for  his  own  sin.  j 

7  He  slew  of  Edom,  8in  the  valley  of  the  Salt-pits,  ten 

•  2  Par.  xxv.  l.—t  Dcut.  xxir.  18;  Ezec.  xviU.  20.— g  A.  M.  3177,  A.  C.  827. 


who  will  not  acknowledge  the  truth.  Matt.  xiii.  14.  We  must  now  see  hew  the 
bones  of  Eliseus  prophesied:  1.  By  raising  the  dead  to  life,  as  a  confirmation  of 
all  his  former  predictions ;  2.  as  a  proof  of  a  future  resurrection,  of  the  virtue  of 
relics,  and  of  the  influence  of  the  saints  in  heaven,  whose  souls  were  formeily 
united  to  their  bodies,  and  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  (S.  Cyr.  of  Jer.  cat. 
18,  Ilium.);  8.  inasmuch  as  this  miracle  was  a  figure  of  Christ's  resurrection, 
who  raised  himself  to  life,  and  those  who  believe  in  him  (C.) :  while  Eliseus,  in 
the  like  state  of  death,  had  only  raised  another.  H.  S.  Max.  horn.  L  do  Pasc— 
Same.  Sept.,  Heb.,  and  Syr.  "  at  the  coming  in  of  the  year"  (H.)  ;  or,  "  the 
next  year."  Pagnin. 

Vek.  21.  Eliseus.  His  tomb  was  not  in  the  city,  but  in  a  spacious  cave,  the 
entrance  to  which  was  secured  with  a  stone,  according  to  custom.  This  was 
removed  in  the  hurry,  and  the  corpse  thrown  into  the  same  recess  which  had 
been  prepared  for  the  remains  of  the  prophet. 

Ver.  25.  Israel,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Jordan  (chap.  x.  33.  C.) ;  at  leJit 
(H.)  those  which  had  been  taken  from  his  father.  Jeroboam  retook  what  had 
been  lost  by  Jehu.  M. — Hence  both  these  kings  are  styled  saviours,  ver.  5  ;  chap, 
xiv.  27.  Sulicn. 

CHAP.  XIV.  Vbr.  1.  Second  from  his  being  associated  in  the  empire.  It 
was  the  first  of  his  reigning  alone. 

Ver.  3.  David.  Yet  not  icith  a  perfect  heart.  2  Par.  xxv.  2  —  Father.  He 
imitated  his  early  piety,  as  well  us  his  miserable  end.  C. 

ViiR.  4,  But,  kc.  All  that  Amasias  did,  at  first,  was  right,  (ver.  3.)  bu1 
this  only.  See  3  Kings  xxii.  24.  11.— Joas  had  also  left  such  high  places.  Chap. 
xii.  3. 

Vbr.  7.  Edom,  who  had  rebelled  under  Joram.  Chap,  vJLi(U.  The  parti- 
culars of  this  war  arc  given,  2  Par.  xxv.  6. — Pits.  Called  tro  wooiy  vale,  Gea 
xiv.  8,  (M.)  south-west      *Ue  Dead  Sea,  (Adric.,)  or  rather  xa  the  touth  of  P»i 
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thousand  men,  and  took  the  rock  by  war,  and  called  the 
name  thereof  Jectehel,  unto  this  day. 

8  Then  Amasias  sent  messengers  to  Joas,  son  of 
Joachaz,  son  of  Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  saying:  Come,  let  us 
soft  one  another. 

9  And  Joas,  king  of  Israel,  sent  again  to  Amasias, 
king  of  Juda,  saying :  A  thistle  of  Libanus  sent  to  a  cedar- 
tree,  which  is  in  Libanus,  saying :  Give  thy  daughter  to 
my  son  to  wife.  And  the  beasts  of  the  forest,  that  are  in 
Libanus,  passed,  and  trod  down  the  thistle. 

10  Thou  hast  beaten  and  prevailed  over  Edom,  and  thy 
heart  hath  lifted  thee  up ;  be  content  with  this  glory,  and 
sit  at  home ;  why  provokest  thou  evil,  that  thou  shouldst 
fall,  and  Juda  with  thee? 

11  But  Amasias  did  not  rest  satisfied.  So  Joas,  king 
of  Israel,  went  up ;  and  lie  and  Amasias,  king  of  Juda,  saw 
one  another  in  Bethsames,  a  town  in  Juda. 

12  And  Juda  was  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel,  and 
they  fled  every  man  to  their  dwellings. 

13  But  Joas,  king  of  Israel,  took  Amasias,  king  of 
Juda,  the  son  of  Joas,  the  son  of  Ochozias,  in  Bethsames, 
and  brought  him  into  Jerusalem  ;  and  he  broke  down  the 
wall  of  Jerusalem,  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim  to  the  gate  of 
the  corner,  four  hundred  cubits. 

14  And  he  took  at)  the  gold  and  silver,  and  all  the 
vessels  that  were  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  kings  treasures,  and  hostages,  and  returned  to  Samaria. 

15  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joas,  which  he  did,  and 
his  vaiour,  wherewith  he  fought  against  Amasias,  king  of 
Juda,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

16  And  Joas  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in 
Samaria,  with  the  kings  of  Israel  ■  and  Jeroboam,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

17  And  Amasias,  the  son  of  Joas,  king  of  Juda.  lived 
after  the  death  of  Joas,  son  of  Joachaz,  king  of  Israel, 
fifteen  years. 

18  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Amasias,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings 
of Juda? 

19  Now  they  made  a  conspiracy  against  him  in  Jeru- 

•  A.  >f-  Sim,  A.  C.  810.— »  2  Par.  xxvi.  L— *  A.  M.  3179,  A.  C.  825. 


tain,  inward*  Bosra,  3  Kiui^i  ix.  18. — J?or&.  Petra,  the  capital  of  the  country, 
formerly  called  liekem  Arke,  or  Hairor.  Most  of  the  houses  ore  hewn  out  of  the 
rock.  Heb.  Sola  signifies  "  a  rock  ;"  and  many  think  that  this  was  some  other 
place,  whence  tlic  Idumcans  were  hurled  down  after  the  victory. 

Vkr.  8.  Let  us  see  one  another.  This  was  a  challenge  to  fight.  Ch.  W.— 
Amasias  had  many  reasons  to  be  displeased  with  the  king:  of  Israel.  He  might 
justly  re- demand  part  of  the  money,  (C.)  as  he  had  not  employed  the  soldiers. 
H- — They  had  also  committed  depredations  in  Judu.  Pared,  Jehu  had  slain 
Oehozias,  and  many  of  his  relations.  C. — Joseph  us  also  observes  that  he  now 
required  Israel  to  return  to  his  obedience,  and  acknowledge  the  power  of  the 
lawful  descendants  of  David.  Sanctius. 

Ver.  i).  Thistle.  Heb.  eve,  something  prickly  (II.);  "a  thorn."  Syr.  and 
Arab,  "a  plum-tree."  Nothing  could  be  more  cutting  (C.)  than  this  answer  of 
Joas.  to  show  the  king  of  Juda  how  much  he  despised  his  power.  H. — The 
ancients  were  much  pleased  with  such  ingenious  similes.  See  Judjr.  ix.  7. 

Vast.  11.  Saw,  or  fought,  ver.  8;  chap.  x?tiii.  29.  Bethsames  was  in  the 
tribe  of  Pnii,  (C.)  but  belonging  to  the  king  of  Juda. 

Vkr.  13.  Cubit".  Joscphus  says  300,  and  that  he  led  Amasias  in  triumph 
through  the  ruins.  (Ant.  ix.  10,)  on  the  west  side,  (C.)  or  on  the  north.  Villain,  jf  . 

Vkk.  ?  I.  HQ$tagc$,  n  he  left  Amasias.  on  condition  he  should  pay  tribute, 
(M.)  and  iook  "  the  children  of  the  nobles  "  (Chnl.)  to  secure  his  fidelity.  H. 

Ver.  IS).  Lachis,  in  the  tribe  of  Dan  Some  say  that  the  king  resided  there 
twelve  years,  iu  a  kind  of  exile.  Mnlvcnda. — But  the  conspiracy  only  took  place 
In  the  last  year  of  his  reign.  Usher,  A.  3194.— Some  powerful  men  rose  up  against 
h!ni,  and  the  people  were  displeased  with  his  conduct.  M. 

Viiit.  Si.    Azarias.    Heb.  Azric    f-ometiuies  printed  indW  correctly  Axieu, 

410 


salcm  :  and  lie  fled  to  Lachis.  aAnd  thev  sent  after  him 
to  Lachis,  and  killed  him  there. 

20  And  they  brought  him  away  upon  horses,  and  he 
was  buried  in  Jerusalem  with  his  fathers,  in  the  city  o) 
David. 

21  ''And  all  the  people  of  Juda  took  Azarias,  who  was 
sixteen  years  old,  and  made  him  king  instead  of  his  father, 
Amasias.  Jjgp 

22  lie  built  Elath,  and  restored  it  to  Juda,  after  that 
the  king  slept  with  his  fathers. 

23  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Amasias,  cson  of  Joas,  king 
of  Juda,  reigned  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Joas,  king  of  Israel, 
in  Samaria,  one  and  forty  years : 

24  And  he  did  that  which  is  evil  before  the  Lord.  He 
departed  not  from  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  oi 
Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

25  He  restored  the  borders  of d  Israel  from  the  entrance 
of  Emath,  unto  the  sea  of  the  wilderness,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  which  he  spoke  by 
his  servant,  'Jonas,  the  son  of  Amathi,  the  prophet,  who 
was  of  Geth,  which  is  in  Opher. 

26  For  the  Lord  saw  the  affliction  of  Israel,  that  it  was 
exceedingly  bitter,  and  that  they  were  consumed  even  to 
them  that  were  shut  up  in  prison,  and  the  lowest  persons, 
and  that  there  was  no  one  to  help  Israel. 

27  And  the  Lord  did  not  sav  that  he  would  blot  out 
the  name  of  Israel  from  under  heaven  ;  but  he  saved  them 
by  the  hand  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Joas. 

28  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  and  all  that 
he  did,  and  his  valour,  wherewith  he  fought,  and  bow  he 
restored  Damascus  and  Emath  to  Juda,  in  Israel,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the 
kings  of  Israel  ? 

29  And  Jeroboam  slept  with  his  fathers,  the  kings  of 
Israel ;  and  Zacharias,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

CHAP.  XV. 

The  reign  of  Azarias,  and  Joathan,  in  Juda  •  and  of  Zacharias,  Sellum, 
Manahem,  Phaccia,  and  Fhacee,  in  Israel, 

TN  the  seven  and  twentieth  year' of  Jeroboam,  king  of 
J..  Israel,  reigned  Azarias,  son  of  Amasias,  king  of  Juda. 
2  He  was  sixteen  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign, 

*  N'nm.  siii.  22.— c  Jonas  i.  1. — '  A.  M.  5191.  A.  C.  "10. 


at  others,  Azrien,  (H.)  by  the  blundering  of  transcribers,  who  have  confounded 
the  name  of  the  king  Ozihu  (Azieu  or  Ozias)  with  that  of  the  priest  Ozrichu 
f  Azrien). 

Ver.  '22.  JJuilt.  or  rebuilt  Elath  ;  which  £ives  its  name  to  the  eastern  branch 
of  the  Red  Sea.  David  had  possessed  all  Idumea.  Amasias  had  reconquered  a 
great  part,  and  his  son  pushed  his  conquests  still  further. 

Ver.  2.1.  Wilderness,  or  the  Dead  Sea.  to  which  place  the  dominion  of  Israel 
orijrinally  extonded  under  Jeroboam  E.  C. — Opher,  in  the  tribe  of  Zabulon  Ch. 
— Prot.  "  which  icas  of  Gath-hepher."  II.— Here  we  learn  at  what  time  Jonas 
lived.  M. 

Ver.  Sfi.  In  prison  Is  not  expressed  in  the  original,  (C.)  which  has,  "not 
auv  shut  up.  nor  last."  Neither  those  who  had  strong  castles,  nor  the  poorest 
people,  were  exempt  from  suffering.  11.— None  durst  appear.  3  Kings  xiv.  10.  M. 

Ver.  26.  To  Juda,  or  "of  Juda;"  Juda  (H.) ;  as  those  strong  cities  had 
heen  conquered  by  David.  The  Syr.  and  Arab,  omit  this  word  entirely,  and 
suppose,  with  many  others,  that  Jeroboam  kept  possession  of  these  cit'es.  C.  T. 
— In  Israel,  or  "to  Israel."  over  which  he  reigned.  H. 

CHAP.  XV.  Vkr.  1.  Twentieth.  Houbigant  endeavours  to  show  it  should 
be  "  the  14th Capellus  says  the  17th  (EL);  and  others  have  suspected  that 
the  number  is  incorrectly  printed.  Grot..  i:c. — But  this  expedient  ought  only  to 
be  adopted  when  no  other  can  give  satisfaction,  and  this  difficulty  may  be  obviated 
by  saying  that  Jeroboam's  reign  with  his  father  continued  six  years,  and  thai 
alter  he  had  held  the  sceptre  nineteen  alone,  Azarias  commenced  (C.  Tsher) ;  or 
that  then;  was  an  interregnum  of  eleven  years,  which  is  not  probable.  Capol. — 
Azarias;  otherwise  called  Ozias  (Ch.) ;  and  this  was  his  real  name.  Grot  See 
chap,  xiv  SI,  H. 
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and  he  reigned  two  and  fifty  years  in  Jerusalem :  the 
name  of  his  mother  was  Jechelia,  of  Jerusalem. 

3  And  he  did  that  which  was  pleasing  before  the  Lord, 
according  to  all  that  his  father,  Amasias,  had  done. 

4  But  the  high  places  he  did  not  destroy,  for  the  peo- 
ple sacrificed,  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places. 

5  aAnd  the  Lord  struck  the  king,  so  that  he  was  a 
taper  unto  the  day  of  his  death,  and  he  dwelt  in  a  free 
house  apart :  but  Joatlian,  the  kings  son,  governed  the 
palace,  and  judged  the  people  of  the  land. 

(j  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Azarias,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda  ? 

7  And  Azarias  b  slept  with  his  fathers :  and  they  buried 
him  with  his  ancestors  in  the  city  of  David,  and  Joathan, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

8  cIn  the  eight  and  thirtieth  year  of  Azarias,  king  of 
Juda,  reigned  Zacharias,  son  of  Jeroboam,  over  Israel,  in 
Samaria,  six  months : 

.9  And  he  did  that  which  is  evil  before  the  Lord,  as  his 
fathers  had  done :  he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jero- 
boam, the  son  of  Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

10  And  Sellum,  the  son  of  Jabes,  conspired  against 
him  :  and  struck  him  publicly,  and  killed  him,  and  reigned 
in  his  place. 

1 1  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zacharias,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings 
of  Israel  ? 

12  dThis  was  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  to 
Jehu,  saying:  Thy  children,  to  the  fourth  generation, 
shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of  Israel.    And  so  it  came  to  pass. 

!3  Sellum,  the  son  of  Jabes,  began  to  reign  in  the 
"nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Azarias,  king  of  Juda :  and  j 
reigned  one  month  in  Samaria. 

14  And  Manahem,  the  son  of  Gadi.  went  up  from 
Thersa,  and  he  came  into  Samaria,  and  struck  Sellum, 
the  son  of  Jabe*  in  Samaria,  and  slew  him,  and  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

15  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Sellum,  and  his  con- 
spiracy which  he  made,  are  they  not  written  in  the  B'^ok 
of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

16  Then  Manahem  destroyed  Thapsa  and  all  thatwiire 
in  it,  and  the  borders  thereof  from  Thersa,  because  they 

»  2  Par.  xxvi.  «!.— &  A.  M.  MM,  A.  C.  75S.-«  A.  M.  3232,  A.  C.  772.—*  Supra,  x.  30. 


Ver.  3.  Lord.  Many  laudable  actions  arc  specified,  2  Par.  xxvi.  4.  But  at 
lust,  forgetting  the  instructions  of  the  prophet  Zacharias,  he  opened  his  heart  to 
pride,  the  bane  of  great  souls,  and  would  arrogate  to  himself  the  rights  of  priest- 
hood, which  brought  on  his  leprosy.  C. 

Yer.  5.  A  leper.  In  punishment  of  his  usurping  the  priestly  functions.  2  Par. 
xvvi.  19.  Ch.  W.— The  prints  boldly  remonstrated  with  him.  but  to  no  effect ;  till 
the  king  perceived  himself  stricken  with  the  leprosy. — Fw.  Par.  apart;  at 
a  di>tarice  from  all.  H. — The  like  rules  were  observed  in  cities  as  in  the  camp. 
Lev.  xiii.  40.  M. — OxfAS  was  in  a  manner  dead  to  all  civil  transactions;  and 
FnJfis  (vi.  1)  probably  refers  to  this  event.  Svr.  and  Arab,  "he  remained  hid- 
den." H. 

Vkk.  8.  Thirtieth.  Usher  would  place  an  interregnum  of  eleven  years  and  a 
half  after  the  death  of  Jeroboam,  to  make  the  1st  year  of  Zacharias  correspond 
ftith  the  Soul  of  Azarias,  during  which,  lie  supposes,  the  troubles  mentioned  Amns 
vii.  and  viii.  happened.  But  this  interregnum  has  no  foundation,  ver.  5.  C. — 
t'apellus  says  :t  would  have  lasted  above  twenty-two  years.  11c  and  lloubi^ant 
would  read  23th  :  the  latter  adds  ten  years  to  the  reign  of  Zacharias.  The  tran- 
scriber might  easily  omit  the  years,  as  they  end  in  the  same  manner  as  mouths. 
Arab,  has  "  ^ix  yeais;"  whence  we  may  infer  that  the  copies  formerly  varied. 
The  exploits  of  Zacharias  require  a  longer  space  than  six  months.  Chron.  Sac.  p. 
107.  110 

Ykr.  /  7.    Ten  years.    Dating  from  the  time  that  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  the 


would  not  open  to  him :  "and  he  slew  ail  the  woiuer 
thereof  that  were  with  child,  and  ripped  them  up. 

17  In  the  nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Azarias,  king  of 
Juda,  reigned  Manahem,  son  of  Gadi,  over  Israel,  ten 
years,  in  Samaria. 

18  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  before  the  Lord ; 
he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of 
Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin,  all  his  days. 

19  And  Phul,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  came  into  the 
land,  and  Manahem  gave  Phul  a  thousand  talents  of  silver, 
to  aid  him  and  to  establish  him  in  the  kingdom. 

20  And  Manahem  laid  a  tax  upon  Israel,  on  all  that 
were  mighty  and  rich,  to  give  the  king  of  the  Assyrians, 
each  man  fifty  sicles  of  silver:  so  the  king  of  the  Assyri- 
ans turned  back,  and  did  not  stay  in  the  land. 

21  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Manahem,  and  all  that 
he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of 
the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

22  And  Manahem  slept  with  his  lathers  ;  and  Phaceia, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

23  In  the  fiftieth  year  of  '  Azarias,  king  of  Juda,  reigned 
Phaceia,  the  son  of  Manahem,  over  Israel,  in  Samaria, 
two  years. 

24  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  before  the  Lord  : 
he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  ol 
Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

25  And  Phaeee,  the  son  of  Romelia,  his  captain,  con- 
spired against  him,  *and  smote  him  in  Samaria,  in  the 
tower  of  the  king's  house,  near  Argob,  and  near  Arie,  and 
with  him  fifty  men  of  the  sons  of  the  Galaadites,  and  he 
slew  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead. 

2G  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Phaceia,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
(fays  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

27  In  the  two  and  fiftieth  year  of  Azarias,  king  of 
Juda.  reigned  Phacee,  the  sou  of  Romelia,  over  Israel,  in 
Samaria,  twencv  vears. 

28  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  before  the  Lord  ■ 
he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of 
Nabat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

29  In  the  days  of  Phacee,  king  of  Israel,  came  Theg- 
lathphalasar,  king  of  Assyria,  and  took  Aion,  and  Abel, 
the  house  of  Maacha,  and  Janoe,  and  Cedes,  and  Asor, 

«  A.  M.  3223.—'  A.  M.  32-13.  A.  C.  761  — •  A.  M.  32*5.  A.  C.  750. 


throne  in  peace,  after  a  struggle  of  eleven  months.  Usher.  A.  3233.— Phul  ren- 
dered him  this  service,  having  received  presents,  and  one  of  the  golden  ca'ves, 
(Osee  x.  «.  and  13.)  besides  1000  talent*,  ver.  ID. 

Vkk.  18.  Days,  During  which  Jeroboam  or  Manahem  swayed  ihe  sceptre. 
C. — The  Sept.  refer  all  his  days  to  the  following  ver>e,  (II.)  which  seems  to 
intimate  that  the  tribute  was  required  annuuily,  us  may  be  gathered  from  the  Vulg 

renwbat.  M. — But  Phul  probably  received  the  talents  only  once,  to  Indemnify 
hirn  for  his  trouble. 

Vp.r.  2o.  Near.  Ueb.  may  bo  "  along  with  Argob,"  j£e.,  who  were  in  the 
conspiracy.  Chal.,  Sept..  &c  C. 

Vkk.  2b\  Israel.  This  book  is  lost.  H. — The  Parul.  takes  no  notice  of  these 
klntff  ;  but  relates  only  the  tra Tractions  of  the  king*  of  Juda  after  Joas  guir.ed  thf 
vicivi-y ;  which  greatly  abridged  their  power.  Chup.  xiv.  14. 

Vbk.  29.  Asxi/ria,  at  the  invitation  of  Achaz.  Chap.  xvi.  7. —  Thcalath- 
phaiasar  is  probably  the  same  who  is  called  Ninus  the  younircr,  or  Thfljnm. 
(iElian.  Animal,  xii.  21,)  by  profune  writers.  He  re-established" the  kingdom  ol 
Xineve  in  part,  after  the  city  had  been  taken,  under  his  father  Sardanapalus,  by 
Arbaccs,  founder  of  the  empire  of  the  Medes,  and  by  lielesns,  Narbonassar  or 
Baladau.  who  reigned  at  Babylou.  Such  was  the  urate  of  the  Eastern  empire*  at 
this  time.  C. — Aion,  or  Ahion,  (3  Kings  xv.  20.)  perhaps  the  Euan  of  Ezec. 
xlviii.  1.  U.—Maaeha,  whither  Snba  had  retreated.  2  Kings  xx.  14.  Heb.  Ab*l~ 
buth-niaacha. — Galaad,  comprising  h\\  ilic  cmst  of  tlic  Jordan.  dr^Nvphtcli)  ic 
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Chap.  XVI. 
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Chap.  XVI. 


and  Galaad,  and  Galilee,  and  all  the  land  of  Neplitali : 
and  carried  them  captives  into  Assyria. 

30  Now  Osee,  son  of  Ela,  conspired,  and  formed  a 
plot  against  Phacee,  the  son  of  Romeliu,  and  struck  him, 
and  slew  him :  and  reigned  in  his  stead,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  Joatham,  the  son  of  Ozias. 

31  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Phacee,  'and  all  that  he 
did,  are  thev  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

32  In  the  second  year  of  Phacee,  the  son  of  Romelia, 
kino-  of  Israel,  reigned  Joatham,  son  of  Ozias,  king  of 
Juda. 

33  bHe  was  five  and  twenty  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  lie  reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem  :  the 
name  of  his  mother  was  Jerusa,  the  daughter  of  Sadoc. 

34  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  before  the  Lord  : 
according  to  all  that  his  father  Ozias  had  done,  so  did  he. 

35  But  the  high  places  he  took  not  away :  the  people 
still  sacrificed,  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places:  he 
built  the  highest  gate  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

36  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joatham,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda  ? 

37  In  those  days  the  Lord  began  to  send  intoc  Juda, 
Rasin,  king  of  Syria,  and  Phacee,  the  son  of  Romelia. 

38  And  Joatham  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
with  them  in  the  city  of  David,  his  father ;  and  Achaz, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead.  ' 

CHAP.  XVI. 

T!ie  wicked  reign  of  Achaz:  the  kings  of  Syria  and  Israel  tear  against  htm: 
he  hireth  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  to  assist  him  :  he  canseth  an  altar  to  be 
made  after  the  pattern  of  that  of  Damascus. 

IN  the  seventeenth  year  of  Phacee,  the  son  of  Romelia, 
reigned  Achaz,  the  son  of  Joatham,  king  of  Juda. 
2  d  Achaz  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign, 

*  A.  If,  3246,  A.  C-  75St—  *  2  Par.  xxrii.  L — «  Im.  til  1.— *  2  Par.  xxvill  U 

the  north-west-  II. — Thus  the  Galileans  and  Xcphtali  were  transported  into  Assy- 
•ia,  to  repeople  it  after  the  late  ravages.  The  tribes  in  Galaad  were  fixed  on  the 
river  Gozan.  1  Par-  v.  26. 

Ver.  30.  In  ffifi  twentieth  year  of  Joatham,  That  is,  in  the  20th  year  from 
she  beginning  of  Joatham's  reign.  The  sacred  writer  chooses  rather  to  follow  here 
this  date,  than  to  speak  of  the  years  of  Achaz,  who  had  not  yet  been  mentioned. 
Ch. — But  Joatham  reigned  only  IG  years,  (ver.  33,)  so  that  this  was  the  4th  year 
of  Achaz.  H.— Usher  says  that  Osee  did  not  ascend  the  throne  till  9  years  after 
the  death  of  Phacee.  as  lie  is  asserted  to  have  commenced  his  reign  in  the  12th 
year  of  Achaz.  Chap.  xvii.  1.  But  another  difficulty  arises  from  the  mention  of 
this  20th  year,  as  Phacee  would  have  reigned  22,  instead  of  20  (ver.  27);  for 
Joatham  only  commenced  in  the  2nd  of  Phacee,  To  reconcile  these  passages,  we 
may  conclude  that  Osee  conspired  against  the  king  of  Israel  in  the  16th  year  of 
Joatham,  gained  possession  of  part  of  the  kingdom  in  the  20th  of  the  same  prince, 
and  of  the  whole  in  the  12th  of  Achaz.  C. 

Ver.  34.  Did  he*  Vet  he  did  not  imitate  bis  presumption.  God  gave  great 
success  to  his  enterprises,  2  Par.  xxvih  2. 

CHAP.  XVI.  Vek.  2.  When  he,  Joatham,  "had  begun,"  catpteset.  H.— 
Sixteen^  consequently  he  died  when  he  was  30  years  old.  In  the  1st  year  of  his 
reign,  and  in  the  5th  Olympiad,  the  Ephori  were  appointed  at  Sparta  under 
rhecpompnjj  nephew  of  Lycurjras.  Salien,  A.  C.  759. 

Ver.  3.  Fire,  to  purify  him,  (or  them,  Paral.jf/iw,  all  were  treated  thus.  H.) 
according  to  the  superstition  of  the  pagans;  omnia  purgat  edax  ignis.  Ovid 
Fa*t.  Theod.  q.  10.  M. — Others  believe  that  the  child  was  burnt  to  death  in 
honour  of  Moloch,  and  it,  imitation  of  the  Chanuanitcs,  Psah  cv.  37  ;  Deut.  xviii. 
10  The  Carthaginian  were  required  by  Gelon,  king  of  Syracuse,  to  lay  aside 
this  most  barbarous  custom*  Phil.  Apoph.  Yet,  "infants  were  publicly  immo- 
lated to  Saturn,  in  Africa,  till  the  proconsulate  of  Tiberius,  who  ordered  the 
oriests  to  be  exposed  ou  those  same  trees  which  shaded  their  crimes,  as  on  votive 
*rossea.  This  the  soldiers,  my  countrymen,  who  executed  the  proconsul*s  orders, 
em  testify;  and  still  the  sacred  crime  is  perpetrated  in  secret."  Tert  Apoh  8. — 
How  tenacious  are  people  of  old  errors  !  tt« 

Vbe.  6.  Then*  In  punishment  of  such  enormous  crimes  Uod  first  delivered 
Achaz  inu\  the  hands  of  Raain,  (2  Par.  xxvilt.  S.  Jer.  in  Isa  viiM)  and  afterwards 
Phacee  destroyed  120,(V)0  in  one  battle,  and  took  200,000  prison*>rs.  whom  the 
412 
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and  he  reigned  sixteen  years"  in  Jerusalem :  he  did  noi 
that  which  was  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  his  God, 
as  David,  his  father. 

3  But  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel : 
moreover,  he  consecrated  also  his  son,  making  him  pass 
through  the  fire,  according  to  the  idols  of  the  nations 
which  the  Lord  destroyed  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

4  He  sacrificed  also,  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high 
places,  and  on  the  hills,  and  under  every  green  tree. 

5  fThen  Rasin,  king  of  Syria,  and  Phacee,  son  of  Ro- 
melia, king  of  Israel,  came  up  to  Jerusalem  to  fight:  and 
they  besieged  Achaz,  but  were  not  able  to  overcome  him. 

6  At  that  time  Rasin,  king  of  Syria,  restored  Aila  to 
Syria,  and  drove  the  men  of  Juda  out  of  Aila:  eand  the 
Edomites  came  into  Aila,  and  dwelt  there  unto  this  day. 

7  hAnd  Achaz  sent  messengers  to  Theglathphalasar, 
king  of  the  Assyrians,  saying :  I  am  thy  servant,  and  thy 
son :  come  up,  and  save  me  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king 
of  Syria,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Israel,  whe 
are  risen  up  together  against  me. 

8  And  when  he  had  gathered  together  the  silver  and 
gold  that  could  be  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  kings  treasures,  he  sent  it  for  a  present  to  the  king 
of  the  Assyrians. 

9  And  he  agreed  to  his  desire :  for  the  king  of  the 
Assyrians  went  up  against  Damascus,  and  laid  it  waste 
and  he  carried  away  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  Gyrene, 
but  Rasin  he  slew. 

10  And  king  Achaz  went  to  Damascus  to  meet  Theg 
lathphalasar,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  and  when  he  had  seen 
the  altar  of  Damascus,  king  Achaz  sent  to  Urias,  the 
priest,  a  pattern  of  it,  and  its  likeness,  according  to  all  the 
work  thereof. 

11  And  Urias,  the  priest,  built  an  altar  according  tc 
all  that  king  Achaz  had  commanded  from  Damascus:  so 

•  A.  M.  5262,  A.  C.  742.— f  Isa.  vii.  U— I  A.  M.  326S.— *  A.  M.  3264. 

prophet  Oded  persuaded  him  to  release.  Ibid.  ver.  8,  11.  Salien  (A.  C.  Hj9] 
observes,  that  the  two  kings  then  joined  their  forces,  and  besieged  Jerusalem  the 
following  year,  hut  to  no  purpose.  H. — Isaiaa  was  sent  before  the  siege  to  en- 
courage Achaz.  and  to  promise  the  miraculous  birth  of  the  Messias,  as  a  sign  that 
he  should  bo  delivered :  and,  to  convince  him  of  it  the  more,  he  foretold  that  thf 
two  kings  should  be  destroyed  before  his  own  son  should  be  able  to  say  father 
Isa.  vii.  8,  ice.  Yet  as  Achaz  did  not  still  amend  his  life,  God  sent  the  same 
kings  the  following  year  (A.  M.  3263)  to  lay  waste  the  country.  C. 

Ver.  G.  Juda.  Lit.  Jews,  Judteos,  (H.)  which  is  tho  first  time  we  find  this 
appellation.  D. — Aila,  or  Elath,  which  hud  been  taken  by  Ozias.  Chap.  xiv.  22. 
M. — It  stems  never  to  have  belonged  to  Syria,  as  it  was  too  fur  from  Damascus. 
Instead  of  Aram,  we  should  therefore  probably  read  Edom,  which  words  in  Heb. 
are  extremely  similar,  and  have  been  often  mistaken,  (Judg.  xi.  17.  C.)  particu- 
larly as  we  find  that  the  Edomites  took  possession  o**  the  city.  This  latter  word 
is  indeed  Syrians  in  Heb.,  Sec.  H. — Joseph  us  and  others  maintain  that  the  Syrian* 
seized  and  kept  the  place.  But  they  were  most  likely  only  invited  by  the  Idu- 
means  to  come  to  their  assistance.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Sen,  vassal,  or  under  thy  protection.  C. — Save  me.  Achaz  sinned 
by  thus  placing  his  confidence  in  man,  after  the  prophet  had  given  him  such  as- 
surance from  the  Lord.  M. — He  has  soon  reason  to  repent  of  having  brought  this 
prond  ally  into  his  dominions,  us  he  proved  a  great  scourge  (2  Par.  xxviii.  20) ; 
no  less  than  the  Saxons  did  to  the  ancient  Britons. 

Ver.  9.  Cyrene.  not  in  Egypt,  where  he  had  no  power,  but  near  the  river 
Cyrus,  (C.)  In  higher  Media.  Josephus. — Heb.  ''and  took  it  and  carried  th* 
inhabitants  captives  to  Kir,"  (H.)  whence  the  Syrians  hod  come  originally. 
Aitioa  ix.  7. 

Ver.  10.  To  meet,  and  (ongratnlato  the  king  on  his  victory,  and  perhaps  to 
divert  him  from  proceeding  any  further.  C. — Rut  it  was  too  late,  ver.  7.  H. — Th« 
same  year  Phacee  hastened  to  defend  his  dominions,  but  was  si  air*  bvOsee.  Salien, 
A.  C.  757. 

Vbr.  Hi  Priest,  or  pontiff,  as  no  other  would  have  dared  to  make  this  inno- 
vation. Salien. — He  was  guilty  of  u  great  weakness;  as  the  altar  of  Solomon  had 
been  so  solemnly  consecrated  by  God's  presence.  All  changes  in  religion  are 
dangerous.  The  Machabees  hehuved  with  fur  greater  respect,  with  regard  to  the 
altar  which  had  b^eu  profaned    1  Mac.  lv  4A  f. 


Chap.  XVII. 


IV.  KINGS. 


did  Unas,  the  priest,  until  king  Achaz  came  from  Da- 
mascus,..,^ "   .  .     ..  -  .  „• 

12  And  when  the  king  was  come  from  Damascus,  he 

»*aw  the  altar  and  worshipped  it :  and  went  up  and  offered 
holocausts,  and  his  own  sacrifice ; 

13  And  offered  libations,  and  poured  the  blood  of  the 
peace-offerings,  which  he  had  offered,  upon  the  altar. 

14  But  the  altar  of  brass  that  was  before  the  Lord,  he 
removed  from  the  face  of  the  temple  and  from  the  place 
of  the  altar,  and  from  the  place  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  : 
and  he  set  it  at  the  side  of  the  altar  towards  the  north. 

15  And  king  Achaz  commanded  Urias,  the  priest, 
saving  :  Upon  the  great  altar  offer  the  morning  holocaust, 
and  the  evening  sacrifice,  and  the  king's  holocaust,  and  his 
sacrifice,  and  the  holocaust  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
land,  and  their  sacrifices,  and  their  libations :  and  all  the 
blood  of  the  holocaust,  and  all  the  blood  of  the  victim, 
thou  shalt  pour  out  upon  it:  but  the  altar  of  brass  shall 
be  ready  at  my  pleasure. 

16  So  Urias,  the  priest,  did  according  to  all  that  king 

Achaz  had  commanded  him. 

17  And  king  Achaz  took  away  the  graven  bases,  and 
the  laver  that  was  upon  them  :  and  he  took  down  the  sea 
from  the  brazen  oxen  that  held  it  up,  and  put  it  upon  a 
pavement  of  stone. 

18  The  musach  also  for  the  sabbath,  which  he  had 
built  in  the  temple :  and  the  king's  entry  from  without, 
he  turned  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  because  of  the 
king  of  the  Assyrians. 

19  Now  the*  rest  of  the  acts  of  Achaz  which  he  did, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days 
of  the  kings  of  Juda? 

20  And  Achaz  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
with  them  in  the  city  of  David,  *and  Ezechias,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

CHAP.  XVIL 

The  reign  of  Osee.    The  Israelites,  for  their  sins,  are  carried  into  captivity  : 
other  inhahitants  are  sent  to  Samaria,  who  mahe  a  mixture  of  religions. 

*  2  Par.  xxviil.  27.— *  A.  M.  S274,  A.  C.  730. 

Vbb.  12.  And  worshipped.  Heb.  simply,  "  and  the  king  approached  to  the 
altar,  and  offered  on  it  (13)  his  holocaust  and  his  meat  (or  flour)  offering,  and 
poured  his  drink- offering:,  and  the  blood  of  his  peace-offerings,  upon  the  altar." 
H. — He  dedicated  it  with  ail  ports  of  sacrifices,  forbidding  any  other  to  be  used 
in  the  temple.  But  shortly  after  he  shut  up  the  temple  entirely.  2  Par.  xxviii. 
24,  and  xxix.  3.  He  offered  sacrifice  to  idols  upon  this  altar,  (Abul.(>  while  the 
priests  made  use  of  the  same  altar  to  sacrifice  to  the  true  God,  (vcr.  15.  M.) 
unlawfully. 

Ver.  14.  And  from.  Heb.  "  from  between  the  neic  altar  and  the  house  of." 
&c.  H- — Achnz  had  placed  his  altar  before  tiiat  of  Solomon:  but  lie  afterwards 
removed  the  latter  from  the  right  hand  of  the  sanctuary  to  a  corner  of  the  court, 
on  the  north  side.  C. — Jn  the  mid*t  of  his  distress  he  despised  God ;  sacrificed  to 
the  gods  of  the  Syrians,  as  more  powerful  and  victorious  than  the  Lord ;  pillaged 
the  temple,  which  he  shut  up  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign,  (H.)  and  erected 
altars  for  himself  in  ull  the  corners  of  Jerusalem.  2  Par.  xxviii.  24. 

Ver.  15.  Morning,  as  prescribed  in  the  law.  Exod.  xxix.  38. — King's,  ordaiued 
for  sin  (Lev.  iv.  22) ;  or  instituted  by  Solomon,  who  loft  a  fund.  H.  2  Par.  viii. 
12.  M. — Pleasure.  Heb.  "to.  fuquire  about."  H.— I  shall  do  what  I  think 
proper  with  it.  M. 

Vbb.  17.  Stone,  all  out  of  avarice,  (H.)  and  contempt  of  the  Lord,  who 
ehas'.ised  him.  M. — He  took  away  the  plates  of  brass,  kc,  from  the  doors,  (C.) 
which  Ezechias  was  forced  to  replace,  (H.)  and  afterwards  to  take  down  for  the 
Assyrian.  Chap,  xviii.  16.  C. 

Ver.  18.  Muraeh.  The  covert,  or  pavilion,  or  tribune  for  the  king.  Ch. — 
Achaz  would  not  have  his  ally  to  be  in  the  court,  hut  placed  his  throne  in  the 
tcmplfc.  D. — Sept.  "and  the  foundation  of  the  chair  he  built  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord."  H. — Heb.  "and  the  (musoc)  covert,  or  tribune  of  the  sabbath,  which 
».hcy  had  built  in  the  temple,  and  the  king's  entry  without,  he  turned  f  H.)  round 
fM.)  from  the  temple,  for  the  king  of  Assur."  lie  despoiled  these  nch  ornaments 
»*  eral;iy  tho  Assyria!..   H. — Solomon  had  built  a  most  magnificent  tribune.  2 


TN  the  twelfth  year  of  b  Achaz,  king  of  Juda.  Osee,  the 
JL  son  of  Ela,  reigned  in  Samaria,  over  Israel,  nine  years 

2  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord :  but  not  as  th* 
kings  of  Israel  that  had  been  before  him. 

3  'Against  him  came  up  Salmanasar,  king  ol  the 
Assyrians ;  and  Osee  became  his  servant,  and  paid  him 
tribute. 

4  And  when  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  found  that  Osee, 
endeavouring  to  rebel,  had  sent  messengers  to  Sua,  the 
king  of  Egypt,  that  he  fright  not  pay  tribute  to  the  king 
of  the  Assyrians,  as  he  had  done  every  year,  he  besieged 
him,  bound  him,  and  cast  him  into  prison. 

5  And  he  went  through  all  the  land  :  and  going  up  to 
Samaria,  he  besieged  it  three  years. 

6  dAnd  in  the  ninth  year  of  Osee,  the  king  of  the  As- 
syrians took  Samaria,  and  carried  Israel  away  to  Assyria : 
and  he  placed  them  in  Hala,  and  Habor,  by  the  river  oi 
Gozan,  in  the  cities  of  the  Medes. 

7  For  so  it  was  that  the  children  of  Israel  had  sinueel 
against  the  Lord,  their  God,  who  brought  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  from  under  the  hand  of  Pharao,  king  of 
Egypt ;  and  they  worshipped  strange  gods. 

8  And  thev  walked  according-  to  the  way  of  the  nations 
which  the  Lord  had  destroved  in  the  sight  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  and  of  the  kings  of  Israel :  because  they  had  done 
in  like  manner. 

9  And  the  children  of  Israel  offended  the  Lord,  theii 
God,  with  things  that  were  not  right :  and  built  them 
high  places  in  all  their  cities,  from  the  tower  of  the  watch- 
men to  the  fenced  city. 

10  And  they  made  them  statues  and  groves  on  every 
high  hill,  and  under  every  shadv  tree  : 

1 1  And  they  burnt  incense  there  upon  altars,  after  the 
manner  of  the  nations  which  the  Lord  had  removed  from 
their  face :  and  they  did  wicked  things,  provoking  the  Lord. 

12  And  they  worshipped  abominations,  concerning 
which  the  Lord  had  commanded  them  that  they  should 
not  do  this  thing. 

«  Infra,  xviii.  9;  Tob.  i  2.— d  A.  M.  3233.  Infra,  xviii.  10. 

Par.  ri.  13.  See  chap.  si.  6.  Tho  musach  of  Juda,  was  the  pulpit ;  frtrm  which 
the  law  was  read.  Isa.  xxii.  8.  The  king's  tribune  was  near  the  taster*  gates 
which  was  only  opened  on  the  sabbath.  Ezec  xlvi  1 

Vbb.  10.  Booh.  Heb.  "in  the  chronicles or,  "in  tne  otoiCoiuic  annals."  H 
Ver.  20.  With  them  ;  but  not  in  the  same  sepulchre,  on  Account  of  his  im- 
piety. 2  Par.  xxviii.  27.  C. — In  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign  the  Iduraeans  harassed 
the  country,  nndin  the  sixth  the  Philistines  took  several  towns  (Salien);  so  thtl 
he  fell  a  prey  to  enemies  on  all  sides,  and  was  memorable  for  nothing  but  impiety 
and  disasters.  H. 

CHAP.  XVI  I.  Ver.  1.  Twelfth.  Houbigant  would  substitute  14th,  to  make 
the  dates  agree,  p.  113.  See  chap.  xv.  30.  H. — Till  this  time  Osee  had  been 
tributary  to  the  Assyrian  monarch.  Grotius. — Heb.  may  be.  "in  the  12th  year  .  . 
Osee  .  .  hud  reigned  .  .  nine  years;"  which  is  true.  C. — lie  reigned  as  long  after- 
wards, ver.  G.  H. 

Vbh.  3.  Salmanazar,  who  is  called  Salman,  or  Sb!c=o  (Qicu  x  11);  Rnd 
Enemassar,  in  the  Greek  of  Toby. 

Ver.  4.  Sua  ;  probably  Sabachon,  king  of  Ethiopia,  who  made  himself  mat- 
tor  of  Egypt,  and  burnt  king  rJocchoris  alive.  Herodotus  (H.  137)  calls  him 
Abacus.  Jacquelot  thinks  that  Sethon  is  meant,  and  that  he  was  invaded  by 
Sennacherib  on  account  of  this  league  with  Osee.  C. — Prison,  after  he  had  taken 
the  city,  (H.)  which  held  out  three  years.  This  great  city  was  then  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  ruins,  and  so  continued  till  after  the  captivity  of  the  Jews,  (1  Esd.  ir.  11,) 
when  it  began  to  be  peopled  again. 

Ver.  6.  Medes.  See  chap.  xvi.  9.  Tho  great  maxim  ana  poncy  of  thesc- 
nations  was  to  transport  the  conquered  nations  to  a  distant  counu*y,  in  order  to 
prevent  unv  revolts.  C. 

Ver.  0*  Offended.  Heb.  "They  concealed  (or  spoke  secret)*.  II.)  words 
which  were  not  right  before  the  Lord  "  (C.)  ;  being  guilty  of  hypocruv  or  of  blcs- 
phemy.  II. —  Watchmen:  tho  meanest  huts.  T. — All  was  contaminated.  C  — 
Towers  were  erected  to  guard  the  flocks  from  thieves.  2  Par.  xxvi.  .»..  NT. 
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rv.  KINGS 


Chap.  XV  i  I. 


13  And  the  Lord  testified  to  them  in  Israel,  and  in 
Juda,  by  the  hand  of  all  the  prophets  and  seers,  saying : 
'Return  from  your  wicked  ways,  and  keep  my  precepts, 
and  ceremonies,  according  to  all  the  law  which  I  com- 
manded your  fathers :  and  as  I  have  sent  to  you  in  the  hand 
of  my  servants  the  prophets. 

14  And  they  hearkened  not,  but  hardened  their  necks 
like  to  the  neck  of  their  fathers,  who  would  not  obey  the 

Lord,  their  God. 

15  And  they  rejected  his  ordinances,  and  the  covenant 
.hat  he  made  with  their  fathers,  and  the  testimonies  which 
he  testified  against  them  ;  and  they  followed  vanities,  and 
acted  vainly :  and  they  followed  the  nations  that  were 
round  about  them,  concerning  which  the  Lord  had  com- 
manded them  that  they  should  not  do  as  they  did. 

l(i  And  they  fur&ook  all  the  precepts  of  the  Lord,  their 
God  :  and  made  to  themselves  two  molten  calves,  and 
groves,  and  adored  all  the  host  of  heaven :  and  they 
served  Baal, 

17  And  consecrated  their  sons,  and  their  daughters, 
through  fire  :  and  they  gave  themselves  to  divinations, 
and  soothsayings  :  and  they  delivered  themselves  up  to 
do  evil  before  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him. 

IS  And  the  Lord  was  very  angry  with  Israel,  and 
removed  them  from  his  sight,  and  there  remained  only 

the  tribe  of  Juda. 

1 9  But  neither  did  Juda  itself  keep  the  commandments 

of  the  Lord,  their  God:  but  they  walked  in  the  errors  of 
Israel,  which  they  had  wrought. 

20  And  the  Lord  cast  off  all  the  seed  of  Israel,  and 
afflicted  them,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  spoil- 
ers, till  he  cast  them  away  from  his  face  : 

21  h Even  from  that  time,  when  Israel  was  rem  from 
the  house  of  David,  and  made  Jeroboam,  son  of  Nabat, 
their  king :  for  Jeroboam  separated  Israel  from  the  Lord, 
and  made  them  commit  a  great  sin. 

22  And  the  children  of  Israel  walked  in  all  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam,  which  he  had  done  :  and  they  departed  not 
from  them. 


»  Jer.  xxv.  5.— b  3  Kings  xiL  19. 


Veh.  13.  Seers.  See  1  Kings  ix.  9.  M. — God  never  ceased  to  admonish  the 
rebels;  H. — Jer.  xxv.  5.  31. 

Ver.  15.  Testimonies.  The  ceremonial  law  was  in  memory  of  some  great 
trans  actions,  ad  the  sabbath  was  of  the  creation ;  and  the  whole  law  was  given  with 
great  solemnity,  in  presence  of  witnesses.  C. 

Ver.  17.  Fire.  See  chap.  xvi.  8.— Delivered.  II eb.  "sold."  3  Kings  xxi. 
20;  1  Mac-  i.  10.  C— To  provoke.  This  was  the  consequence  of  their  wicked- 
ness. W. 

Ver.  18.  Sight,  as  objects  of  horror,  cast  away  from  the  temple,  and  from 
the  promised  land.— Tribe,  or  kingdom.  See  3  Kings  xii.  20.  Israel  bei<an  to  be 
rejected  by  God  when  the  schism  took  plucc.  I!.— It  was  entirely  lost  when 
BsJmanasar  took  the  ne«mla  into  captivity.  Some  lew  were  left;  "no"  these formed 
a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Jo.<.u.s,  on  their  returning  to  the  service  of  the  true  God, 
(2  Par.  xxxiv.  fi,  J  while  others  flett  into  Egypt  Osee  viii.  13,  and  ix.  3.  C. 

Ver.  23.  Dun.  If  Esdras  was  \hn  author  of  this  hook,  as  it  is  very  probable, 
this  observation  would  tend  to  show  hi  w  much  more  favourably  the  Jews  were 
treated  than  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  which  was  still,  for  the  most  part,  in  cap- 
tivity. O. 

Ver,  24.    King,  Assaraddon,  who  led  away  the  remnants  of  Israel,  and  ful- 
filled the  prediction,  Isa.  vii.  8.  IX— Babylon,  or  the  territory.    These  peotilc 
lad  been  lately  conquered  from  the  Babylonian  empire,  from  Syria,  &c. 

Ver.  2o  Lions.  The  Sam.  Chronicle  says  the  fruits,  though  beautiful  to  tlio 
eye,  were  of  a  poisonous  quality.  C. — These  nations  liad  not  been  accustomed  to 
fear  the  Lord  in  their  own  country  :  but  God  was  more  offended  when  they 
exercised  their  idolatrous  worship  in  that  land,  winch  he  had  chosen  iu  a  parti- 
cular maimer  for  himself.  M. — He  suffers  wickedness  and  infidelity  to  prevail  to 
a  certain  point ;  but  when  his  patience  is  exhausted  (C.)  all  nature  fights  for  htm 

Mftiniit  the  wicked.  II. 
i!4 


23  cTill  the  Lord  removed  Israel  from  his  face,  as  he 
had  spoken  in  the  hand  of  all  his  servants,  the  prophets : 
and  Israel  was  carried  away  out  of  their  land  to  Assyria, 
unto  this  day. 

J4  And  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  brought  people  from 
Babylon,  and  from  Cutha,  and  from  Avah,  and  from 
Emath,  and  from  Sepharvaim  :  and  placed  them  in  the 
cities  of  Samaria  instead  of  the  children  of  Israel :  and 
they  possessed  Samaria,  and  dwelt  in  the  cities  thereof. 

25  And  when  they  began  to  dwell  there,  they  feared 
not  the  Lord :  and  the  Lord  sent  lions  among  them, 

which  killed  them. 

26  And  it  was  told  the  king  of  the  Assyrians,  and  it 
was  said  :  The  nations  which  thou  hast  removed,  and 
made  to  dwell  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  know  not  the 
ordinances  of  the  God  of  the  land  :  and  the  Lord  hath 
sent  lions  among  them :  and  behold  they  kill  them, 
because  they  know  not  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the 
land. 

27  And  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  commanded,  saying: 
Carry  thither  one  of  the  priests  whom  you  brought  from 
thence  captive,  and  let  him  go,  and  dwell  with  them : 
and  let  him  teach  them  the  ordinances  of  the  God  of  the 
land. 

28  So  one  of  the  priests,  who  had  been  carried  away 
captive  from  Samaria,  came  and  dwelt  in  Bethel,  and 
taught  them  how  they  should  worship  the  Lord. 

29  And  every  nation  made  gods  of  their  own,  and  put 
them  in  the  temples  of  the  high  places,  which  the  Samari- 
tans had  made,  every  nation  in  their  cities  where  they 

dwelt.  .  ; 

30  For  the  men  of  Babylon  made  Sochothbenoth  :  and 
the  Cuthites  made  Xergel :  and  the  men  of  Emath  made 

Asima.  1 

31  And  the  Hevites  made  Nebahaz,  and  Tharthac. 
And  they  that  were  of  Sepharvaim  burnt  their  children 
in  fire,  to  Adramclech  and  Anamelech,  the  gods  of  Se- 
pharvaim. 

32  And  nevertheless  they  worshipped  the  Lord.  And 


«  Jer.  xxv.  9. 


Ve«.  2G.    King;  Assnr-adon.  1  Esd.  iv.  2.    They  did  not  send  as  coon  as 

thev  came  into  the  country. 

Veh.  27.  Let  him.  Heb.,  CbsL,  Sept.,  "  them  go."  Probably  nwre  went, 
bnt  one  was  of  superior  dignity.  lie  might  have  been  priest  of  the  golden  calve*, 
as  none  of  the  priests  of  Jerusalem  hud  yet  been  taken.  Hence  he  taught  the 
Cutheans  to  join  the  worship  of  God  with  that  of  idols.  II.— The  Samaritans  have 
retained  the  Pentateuch  in  the  Phoenician  character,  while  the  Jews  have  insensibly 
adopted  the  Chaldee,  during  their  captivity.  On  some  occasions  the**  people 
have  boasted  of  their  descent  from  the  patriarchs.  Jotn  U:  12,  and  21).  Butfal 
times  of  danger  they  have  confessed  their  true  origin.  Joseph,  ix.  nn.  and  xii.  5. 

Ver.  S&  Bethel.  Garizim  was  not  then  honoured  with  the  temple,  as  the 
Samaritans  would  pretend.  Chron.  They  wished  to  join  hi  building  that  at  Jeru- 
salem, under  Esdras.  C. 

Ver.  29.  Dwelt.  This  impure  service  did  not  deserve  a  mitigation  of  the 
late  chastisement.  But  God  often  punishes  in  this  world  (H.)  to  manifest  his 
glory,  (John  ix.  3.)  and  spares  to  display  his  power  (C.)  and  goodness.  H. — He 
had  sufficiently  convinced  these  nations  of  his  dominion  over  all. 

Ver.  31.    Hevites,  who  came  from  Ava.— tfebahaz.    "  Nobo  the  seeing,  or 


the  sun  and  moon ;  as  these  were  the  divinities  commonly  adored  in  the  Kits', 
under  various  names.  The  same  victims  were  offered  to  these  as  to  Moloc  and 
Sa'arn ;  whence  we  may  infer  that  they  wero  the  same  idols.  S.  Jerom  trans- 
ient^ the  work  of  Eusebius  on  the  Heb.,  (C.)  and  places  without  any  disapprobation 
of  his  opinion,  that  Socoth-benoth,  ice,  were  the  names  of  towns  which  theptople 
built  in  Samaria.  II. 

Van.  32.    Worshipped,  or  appeared  to  worship;  for  true  religion  admits  ot  or 


www  t~ui!in:imovenh.'iu  a>m 
www.thirdvcciclolliiiiiiiii.coiu 


Chap.  XVIII. 


IV.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XVIII. 


they  made  to  themselves,  of  the  lowest  of  the  people, 
priests  of  the  high  places,  and  they  placed  them  in  the 

temples  of  the  high  places. 

33  And  when  they  worshipped  the  Lord,  they  served 
also  their  own  gods,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  nations 
out  of  which  they  were  brought  to  Samaria: 

34  Unto  this  day  they  followed  the  old  manner:  they 
fear  not  the  Lord,  neither  do  they  keep  his  ceremonies, 
and  judgments,  and  law,  and  the  commandment,  which 
the  Lord  commanded  the  children  of  Jacob,  whom  he 

surnamed  Israel  :* 

35  With  whom  he  made  a  covenant,  and  charged  them, 
saying :  You  shall  not  fear  strange  gods,  nor  shall  you 
adore  them,  nor  worship  them,  nor  sacrifice  to  them. 

36  But  the  Lord,  your  God,  who  brought  you  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  with  great  power,  and  a  stretched-out 
arm,  him  Shall  you  fear,  and  him  shall  you  adore,  and  to 

him  shall  you  sacrifice. 

37  And  the  ceremonies,  and  j  udgments,  and  law,  and  the 
commandment,  which  he  wrote  for  you,  you  shall  observe 
to  do  them  always :  and  you  shall  not  fear  strange  gods. 

38  And  the  covenant  "that  he  made  with  you,  you  shall 
not  forget :  neither  shall  ye  worship  strange  gods, 

39  But  fear  the  Lord,  your  God,  and  he  shall  deliver 
you  out  of  the  hand  of  all  your  enemies. 

40  But  they  did  not  hearken  to    is,  but  did  according 

w 

to  their  old  custom. 

41  So  these  nations  feared  the  Lord,  but  nevertheless 
served  also  their  idols:  their  children  also,  and  grand- 
children, as  their  fathers  did,  so  do  they  unto  this  day. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

The  reign  of  Ezechias:  he  abolisheth  idolatry,  and  pros/wroth.  Seymacherib 
come'th  up  against  him  :  Habsaces  soliciteth  the  people  to  revolt ;  and  bla*- 
phemeth  the  Lord. 

IN  bthe  third  year  of  Osee,  the  son  of  Ela,  king  of 
Israel,  reigned  c  Ezechias,  the  son  of  Achaz,  king  of 
Juda. 

2  He  was  five  and  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to 


reign 


»  Gen.  *xxii.  2S.- 


2  Par.  xxTiii.  27,  and  nix.  I<— *  A.  M.  327".  A.  C  727. 
1  A.  M.  3278. 


false  god.  W. — Lowe*/.  This  expression  sometimes  means  the  most  noble,  rt. — 
But  the  priests  were  chosen  from  the  midst  of  the  people,  without  examination. 
They  employed  the  priest  whom  the  king  had  sent  tor  the  worship  of  the  true 
God,  whilst  others  were  appointed  to  serve  the  idols.  C. 

Veil  34.  Bis  ceremonies.  Heb.  "  they  fear  not  the  Lord,  neither  do  they 
after  their  statutes."  Hrot.  H. — This  involves  a  sort  of  contradiction,  unless  we  ex- 
plain it  of  the  Israelites;  though  they  had  not  been  mentioned  before.  There  is 
a  confusion  in  the  original  text;  and  ver.  41  seems  to  require  that  we  should  un- 
derstand it  in  this  manner,  as  the  Cuthean*  could  hardly  be  blamed  for  neglecting 
a  thing  of  which  they  had  before  no  knowledge.  The  Israelites  arc  ju>tly  blamed 
for  obstinately  continuing  in  their  prevarication,  eveu  iu  the  mid>t  of  their  cap- 
tivity. The  Syr.  and  Arab,  translate,  "  The  Israelites  have  been  forced  to  leave 
their  country,  because  they  have  abandoned  the  Lord ;  and  they  have  not  obeyed 
his  laws,  his  precepts,  and  his  ordinances,  which  ho  gave  to,"  fee.  Many  adopt 
this  explanation.  J  un.,  Vatab.,  kc.  C. — Sept.  make  these  people  unite  the  true  and 
the  fhue  worship,  as  ver.  41.  "They  did  according  to  their  judgment.  These 
fear,  and  do  according  to  their  justifications  (ciKatuiuxra )  und  decision;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  law,"  ace.  H. 

CHAP.  XVIII.  Vek.  1.  Third,  far  advanced,  as  he  was  associated  by  his 
father  in  the  last  year  of  his  reign.  (C.)  or  three  years  before  its  termination.  D. 

Ver.  3.  Good;  opening  the  temple,  celebrating  the  Passover  with  extraor- 
dinary magnificence,  kc.  He  had  invited  people  from  all  I.-rael,  and  at  th6j* 
return  they  broke  muny  statues.  Ezechias  provided  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
I^vitical  tribe,  by  ordering:  the  laws  to  be  put  in  execution  in  their  favour.  2  Par. 
cxix.  and  xxx. 

Ver.  4.  Groves.  The  people  were  now  more  obedient,  being  terrified  at  the 
chastisement  of  Israel,  (C.)  though  Samaria  was  not  taken  till  the  sixth  year  of 
this  good  king;  who  carried  his  reform  farther  than  most  of  his  predecessors, 
<!!.}  vi  destroying  the  high  places  which  had  been  unlawfully  (C.)  retained  as 


and  he  reigned  nine  and  twenty  years  in  Jerusa- 
lem :  the  name  of  his  mother  was  Abi,  the  daughter  of 
Zacharias. 

3  And  he  did  that  which  was  good  before  the  Lord, 
according  to  all  that  David,  his  father,  had  done. 

4  dHe  destroyed  the  higli  places,  and  broke  the  statues 
in  pieces,  and  cut  down  the  groves,  and  broke  the  brazen 
serpent,6  which  Moses  had  made :  for  till  that  time  the 
children  of  Israel  burnt  incense  to  it :  and  he  called  its 
name  Nohestan. 

5  He  trusted  in  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel:  so  that 
after  him  there  was  none  like  him  among  all  the  kings  of 
Juda,  nor  any  of  them  that  were  before  him  : 

6  And  he  stuck  to  the  Lord,  and  departed  not  from 
his  steps,  but  kept  his  commandments,  which  the  Lord 

commanded  Moses. 

7  Wherefore  the  Lord  also  was  with  him,  and  in  all 
things,  to  which  he  went  forth,  he  behaved  himself  wisely. 
And  he  rebelled  against  the  king  of  the  Assyrians,  and 
served  him  not. 

8  He  smote  the  Philistines  as  far  as  Gaza,  and  all  their 
borders,  from  the  tower  of  the  watchmen  to  the  fenced 
city.  4 

9  fIn  the  fourth  year  of  king  Ezechias,  which  was  the 
seventh  year  of  Osee,  the  son  of  Ela,  king  of  Israel, 
Salmanasar,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  came  up  to  Samaria, 
and  besieged  it, 

10  And  took  it.  For  after  three  years,  in  the  sixth 
year  of  Ezechias,  that  is,  in  the  ninth  year  of  Osee,  king 
of  Israel.  Samaria  was  taken  :H 

11  And  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  carried  away  Israel 
into  Assyria,  and  placed  them  in  Hala,  and  in  Habor,  by 
the  rivers  of  Gozan,  in  the  cities  of  the  Modes : 

12  Because  they  hearkened  not  to  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  their  God,  but  transgressed  his  covenant :  all  that 
Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  commanded,  they  would 
not  hear,  nor  do. 

13  "In  the  fourteenth  year  of  king  Ezechias,  Senna 

•  Num.  xxt.  P.— '  Supra,  xvii.  0  j  Tob.  L  2.— |  A.  M.  3263. 
"  2  Par.  xxxll.  1 ;  Eccli.  xlviii.  2u  :  lux  xxxvi.  1, 


consecrated  to  the  true  G«d.  See  ver.  22.  H.— Yet  Josias  hud  still  some  to  re- 
move. M. — yoht\*tun  ;  that  is,  their  brass,  or  a  little  brass.  So  he  called  it  in 
contempt,  because  they  had  made  a  god  of  it.  Ch. — Before,  this  image  had  beea 
treated  with  due  respect.  When  any  relic  or  image  becomes  an  occasion  of  abuse 
in  the  Catholic  Church,  it  is  thus  taken  away,  or  the  error  is  otherwise  corrected. 
See  S.  Aug.  de  C.  X.  8.  Ser.  14  de  Verb.  Ap.,  kc.  W. 

Ver.  5.  Like  him.  Ezechias  was  remarkable  for  many  excellent  qualities. 
Vet  we  must  not  pu?h  these  comparisons  too  far,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 


sacred  writers.    The  same  eulogium  is 


to  Jostfte,  (chap,  xxiii.  25,)  and 


David  seems  to  be  preferred.  Chap.  xix.  34.  These  three  are  particularly  com- 
mended. Eccli.  xlix.  5.  C. — Their  virtues  were  certainly  different  in  some  re- 
spects. T. 

Vek.  7.  Wisely.  Heb.  "with  success."  Syr.,  kc,  "ho  was  victorious 
wherever  he  went." — Jtebel/ed.  The  Assyrian  assumed  an  undue  authority  in 
consequence  of  thn  words  of  Achaz,  (chap.  xvi.  7.)  und  arrogated  to  himself  the 
authority  of  doins  what  he  pleased  with  the  people,  ver.  32.  Ezechias  having 
formed  various  alliances,  judged  it  necessary  to  make  some  resistance.  Yet  the 
prophet  Isaius  (xxx.  1)  complains  of  his  applying  to  the  Egyptians.  C. 

Vbr.  13.    Sennacherib's  expeditions  in  Egypt  and  Asia  are  mentioned  by 
Herodotus  Hi.  141 1  and  Berosns,  (Joseph,  x.  1,)  but  they  do  not  say-  that  U 
passed  further  than  Pelusium,  (C.)  the  frontier  on  the  Egyptian  side  of  PalesriTi- 
H.— While  be  was  before  Lochia,  Ezechias,  dreading  the  horrors  of  war,  pur- 
chased a  peace :  but  the  tyrant  soon  after  sent  to  require  him  to  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion ;  and  tu  the  mean  time  he  went  to  besiege  Lehnu,  where  his  envoys  form! 
him,  having  received  no  answer  from  the  king  of  Juda.    The  haughty  Assyrian 
being  obliged  to  go  to  meet  the  king  of  Chits,  sent  insolent  letters  to  Ewrliias: 
bat  the  latter  was  assured  that  all  his  menaces  were  to  be  despised,  and  or  the 
same  night  that  Sennacherib  left  Lebna,  the  angel  destroyed  IP6.000  of  his 
men.  C. 
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Chap.  X\llL 

cberib,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  came  up  against  the  fenced 
cities  of  Juda,  and  took  theni. 

14  Then  Ezechias,  king  of  Juda,  sent  messengers  to 
the  king  of  the  Assyrians,  to  Lachis,  saying :  I  have  of- 
fended, depart  from  me:  and  all  that  thou  shalt  put  upon 
me,  I  will  bear.  And  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  put  a  tax 
upon  Ezechias,  king  of  Juda,  of  three  hundred  talents  of 
silver,  and  thirty  talents  of  gold. 

15  And  Ezechias  gave  Mm  all  the  silver  that  was  found 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  king's  treasures. 

16  At  that  time  Ezechias  broke  the  doors  of  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord,  and  the  plates  of  gold  which  he  had 
fastened  on  them,  and  gave  them  to  the  king  of  the 
Assyrians. 

17  And  the  king  of  the  Assyrians  sent  Tharthan,  and 
Rabsaris,  and  Rabsaces,  from  Lachis,  to  king  Ezechias, 
with  a  strong  army,  to  Jerusalem  :  and  they  went  up  and 
came  to  Jerusalem,  and  they  stood  by  the  conduit  of  the 
upper  pool,  which  is  in  the  way  of  the  fuller  s  field. 

18  And  they  called  for  the  king:  and  there  went  out 
to  them  Eliacim,  the  son  of  Helcias,  who  was  over  the 
house,  and  Sobna,  the  scribe,  and  Joahe,  the  son  of  Asaph, 
the  recorder. 

19  And  Rabsaces  said  to  thc/i :  Speak  to  Ezechias: 
Thus  saith  the  great  king,  the  king  of  the  Assyrians: 
What  is  this  confidence,  whsreii*  thou  trustest? 

20  Perhaps  thou  hast  taken  couusel,  to  prepare  thy- 
self for  battle.  On  whom  do?t  thou  trust,  that  thou  darest 
to  rebel  ? 

21  Dost  thou  trust  m  Egypt,  a  staff'  of  a  broken  reed, 
upon  which  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  break  and  go  into  his 
hand,  and  pierce  it  ?  '»o  is  Pharao,  king  of  Egypt,  to  all 
that  trust  in  him. 

22  But  if  you  &y  to  me :  We  trust  in  the  Lord,  our 
God  :  is  it  not  he.  whose  high  places  and  altars  Ezechias 
hath  taken  away  :  and  hath  commanded  Juda  and  Jerusa- 
lem :  You  shall  worship  before  this  altar  in  Jerusalem  ? 

23  Now,  therefore,  come  over  to  my  master,  the  king 
of  the  Assyrians,  and  I  will  give  you  two  thousand  horses, 
and  see  whether  you  be  able  to  have  riders  for  them. 

*  Infra,  xix.  IS;  lea.  x.  9,  and  xxxvii.  13. 

Ver.  14.  Offended,  and  been  Imprudent.  M.—GoW,  so  that  the  value  of  each 
wiis  equal.  IX — Joseph  us  reads,  "  or  thirty,"  as  if  that  quantity  of  gold  would 
luffice.  H. — The  talent  contains  3000  sides."  M. 

Ver.  17.  Tharthan,  or  Thathania,  (1  Esd.  v.  3,)  and  in  the  Greek  of  Tsa. 
xx.  1,  mean?  "  (he  president  of  tributes,"  or  presents.  The  two  other  names  de- 
note 11  the  chief  eunuch."  and  "the  chief  butler."  and  arc  not  proper  names. 
These  officers  were  sent  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army  to  Jerusalem. — Fields  by  the 
toiTcnt  Cedron,  to  the  east.  There  they  defied  the  king,  or  perhaps  endeavoured 
to  persuade  him  to  come  ont,  that  they  mitrht  seize  his  person.  C. — They  came  in 
a  military  capacity,  rather  than  as  ambassadors. 

Van.  18.  **ouse.  Joseph  us  Bays  "  procurator  of  the  palace  or  kingdom." 
• — The  house  often  refers  to  the  temple,  when  placed  without  any  explanation, 
a.  xxii.  15.  C. — Eliacim  was  prefect  of  the  pra?iorium,_  (Salien.)  or  errand  mas- 
wp  of  the  palace.  He  was  richly  drossed.  and  possessed  a  great  authority  over  the 
people. — Scribe.  See  Judg.  viii.  14.  This  Sobna.  according  to  8,  Jerom.  fi  dif- 
ferent from  the  one  who  was  over  the  house  in  the  days  of  Manasses.  before  Eliacira 
was  restored  to  his  office.  (C.)  unless  he  also  was  a  different  person.  T. 

Ver.  22.  Jerusalem.  Many  were  perhaps  displeased  at  this  injunction,  and 
Rabsaces  endeavours  to  excite  them  to  revolt,  and  insinuates  (C.)  that  the  king  had 
naric  Cod  his  enemy,  (H.)  and  must  expect  punishment  from  him.  Theod  Isa. 
xxxvi.  5.    He  perhaps  was  ignorant  that  these  altars  were  contrary  to  his  law.  31. 

Ver.  23.  Over.  Joscphus  insinuates  that  it  is  a  challenge  to  fight,  and  that 
Rabsaces  was  so  confident  of  victory,  that  he  made  this  contemptuous  proposal, 
(II.)  knowing  that  the  subjects  of  Ezechias  were  not  good  horsemen,  (C.)  or  that 
tney  were  comparatively  (H.)  so  few  in  number.  M. — Heb.  "  utrree,  or  give 
pledges  to  my  master." 

Ver.  23.  *  Destrov.    Prosperirr  renders  a  man  insolent,  and  the  passions  blind 
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Chap.  XVIIL 

24  And  how  can  you  stand  against  one  lord  of  the 
least  of  my  master's  servants?  Dost  the  x  trust  in  Egypt 
for  chariots  and  for  horsemen  ? 

25  Is  it  without  the  will  of  the  Lord  that  I  am  come 
up  to  this  place  to  destroy  it?  The  Lord  said  to  me :  Gc 
up  to  this  land,  and  destroy  it. 

26  Then  Eliacim,  the  son  of  Helcias,  and  Sobna,  and 
Joahe,  said  to  Rabsaces :  We  pray  thee,  speak  to  us,  thy 
servants,  in  Syriac :  for  we  understand  that  tongue :  and 
speak  not  to  us  in  the  Jews'  language,  in  the  hearing  oi 
the  people  that  are  upon  the  wall. 

27  And  Rabsaces  answered  them,  saying:  Hath  my 
master  sent  me  to  thy  master,  and  to  thee,  to  speak  these 
words,  and  not  rather  to  the  men  that  sit  upon  tLe  wall, 
that  they  may  eat  their  own  dung,  and  drink  their  urine 
with  you  ? 

28  Then  Rabsaces  stood,  and  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice  in  the  Jews'  language,  and  said  :  Hear  the  words  oi 
the  great  king,  the  king  of  the  Assyrians. 

29  Thus  saith  the  king :  Let  not  Ezechias  deceive  you  : 
for  he  shall  not  be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  my  hand. 

30  Neither  let  him  make  you  trust  in  the  Lord,  say- 
ing :  The  Lord  will  surely  deliver  us,  and  this  city  shall 
not  be  given  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  the  Assyrians. 

31  Do  not  hearken  to  Ezechias.  For  thus  saith  the 
king  of  the  Assyrians  :  Do  with  me  that  which  is  for  your 
advantage,  and  come  out  to  me:  and  every  man  of  you 
shall  cat  of  his  own  vineyard,  and  of  his  own  fig-tree ;  and 
you  shall  drink  water  of  your  own  cisterns, 

32  Till  I  come,  and  take  you  away,  to  a  land,  like  tc 
your  own  land,  a  fruitful  land,  and  plentiful  in  wine,  a 
land  of  bread  and  vineyards,  a  land  of  olives,  and  oil,  and 
honey,  and  you  shall  live,  and  not  die.  Hearken  not  to 
Ezechias,  who  deceiveth  you,  saying :  The  Lord  will 
deliver  us. 

33  Have  any  of  the  gods  of  the  nations  delivered  their 
land  from  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria? 

34  aWhere  is  the  god  of  Emath,  and  of  Arphad  1 
where  is  the  gel  of  Sepharvaim,  of  Ana,  and  of  Ava? 
bhave  they  delivered  Samaria  out  of  my  hand  ? 

*  Supra,  xrU.  24. 

'   

him.  C — God  only  used  Sennacherib  as  a  rod  to  chastise  his  people.  SI. — The 

most  wicked  often  represent  themselves  as  the  executioners  of  God's  will,  and  at- 
tribute their  ambition  to  his  decrees.  II. — God  did  not  order  the  Assyrians  to  de- 
stroy the  land :  he  rather  threatened  to  destroy  them.  Isa.  xxxvii.;  2  Par.  xxxii.  W 

Vbb.  2G.  Syriac,  or  Chaldee  language,  which  was  spoken  at  the  Assyrian 
court.  1  Esd.  iv.  7;  Dan.  ii.  4.  Rabsaces  was  acquainted  with  both  the  lan- 
guages; as  the  Jews  say  lie  was  an  apostate,  which  they  infer  from  this  passage, 
and  from  the  legates' tearing  their  clothes  when  they  heard  him  blaspheme;  a> 
they  pretend  this  was  only  done  when  blasphemy  came  from  the  mouth  of  ar 
Israelite.  Grotius. — But  these  reasons  are  very  weak.  C. — The  like  was  practised 
when  any  thing  terrifying  was  heard,  ver.  37.  II, — The  reasons  why  the  legate* 
desire  Rabsaces  not  to  speak  in  a  language  which  the  common  soldiers  understood, 
was  to  prevent  them  from  showing  their  indignation  by  shooting  at  him,  or  out  ot 
fear  lest  they  should  be  induced  to  cau«s  some  sedition.  M. 

Vku.  27.  With  you.  Insolent  bravado !  whence  some  have  inferred  the  pro- 
liability  of  pigeons'  dung  being  really  eaten.  Chap.  vi.  25.  C. — Rabsaces  threaten/ 
them  with  all  the  horrors  of  famine,  so  that  they  shall  eat  sucli  thing*,  if  thej 
refuse  to  give  up  the  city.  M. 

Vkk.  32.  Till.  Seunachcrib  will  remove  you  to  another  country,  but  it  will 
be  as  irond  as  this.  He  requires  you  to  surrender  at  discretion.  C. — Deliver  \u 
This  will  not  be  in  his  power,  no  more  than  it  was  in  that  of  the  other  tutelar.! 
gods.  M. 

Ver.  34.  Emath,  Emesa. — Arphad,  or  Arad,  an  island  and  city  on  the  cou 
tincnt,  (C.)  near  Tyre. — Of  Ana,  &c,  "of"  is  not  expressed  in  the  Vulg.,  (H. 
and  it  may  be  explained  as  if  Ana  and  Ava  were  idols  of  Sepharvaim.  M. — Bu 
they  are  commonly  supposed  to  be  cities.  H. — Ana  is  probably  a  city,  (D.)  mill 
on  both  sides  of  the  Eunuraies,  four  lavs'  iournev  ti-om  Bajrdat.    Isaias  d<ies  Ufl 
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Chap.  XIX. 


35  Who  are  they  among-  all  the  gods  of  the  nations 
that  have  delivered  their  country  out  of  ray  hand,  that  the 
Lord  may  deliver  Jerusalem  out  of  my  hand  ? 

36  But  the  people  held  their  peace,  and  answered  him 
not  a  word  :  for  thev  had  received  commandment  from  the 
king  that  they  should  not  answer  him. 

37  And  Eliacim,  the  son  of  Helcias,  who  was  over  the 
house,  and  Sobna,  the  scribe,  and  Joahe,  the  son  of  Asaph, 
the  recorder,  came  to  Ezechias,  with  their  garments  rent, 
and  told  him  the  words  of  Rabsaces. 

CHAP  XIX. 

Ezechias  is  assured  of  God's  help  by  Isaias.  the  prophet.  77/e  king  of  the 
Assyrians  still  threateneth  and  blasphemeth.  Ezechias  prayeth,  and  God 
promiseth  to  protect  Jerusalem.  An  angel  dcstroyeth  the  army  of  the  Assy- 
rians ;  their  king  retnrncth  to  Ninive,  and  is  slain  by  his  own  sons. 

AND*  when  king  Ezechias  heard  these  words,  he  rent 
his  garments,  and  covered  himself  with  sackcloth, 
and  went  into  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

2  bAnd  lie  sent  Eliacim,  who  was  over  the  house,  and 
Sobna,  the  scribe,  and  the  ancients  of  the  priests,  covered 
with  sackcloths,  to  Isaias,  the  prophet,  the  son  of  Amos. 

3  And  they  said  to  him :  Thus  saith  Ezechias :  This 
day  is  a  day  of  tribulation,  and  of  rebuke,  and  of  blas- 
phemy :  the  children  are  come  to  the  birth,  and  the 
woman  in  travail  hath  not  strength. 

4  It  may  be  the  Lord,  thy  God,  will  hear  all  the  words 
of  Rabsaces,  whom  the  king  of  the  Assyrians,  his  master, 
hath  sent  to  reproach  the  living  God,  and  to  reprove  with 
words,  which  the  Lord,  thy  God,  hath  heard :  and  do 
thou  offer  prayer  for  the  remnants  that  are  found. 

5  So  the  servants  of  king  Etechias  came  to  Isaias. 

6  And  Isaias  said  to  them  :  Thus  shall  you  say  to  vour 
master  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Be  not  afraid  for  the  words 
which  thou  hast  heard,  with  which  the  servants  of  the 
king  of  the  Assyrians  have  blasphemed  me. 

7  Behold  1  will  send  a  spirit  upon  him,  and  he  shall 
hear  a  message,  and  shall  return  into  his  own  country, 
and  I  will  make  him  fall  by  the  sword  in  his  own  country. 

8  And  Rabsaces  returned,  and  found  the  king  of  the 
Assyrians  besieging  Lobna :  for  he  had  heard  that  he  was 
departed  from  Lac  his. 

9  And  when  he  heard  say  of  Tharaca,  king  of  Ethiopia  : 
Behold,  he  is  come  out  to  fight  with  thee  :  aud  was  going 
against  him,  he  sent  messengers  to  Ezechias,  saying : 

JO  Thus  shall  you  say  to  Ezechias,  king  of  Juda:  Let 

»  Iii.  xxxviL  1. 


specify  these  cities  in  the  parallel  passage,  but  they  are  found  in  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Ezechias.  Isa.  xxxvii.  13. — Samaria,  or  the  inhabitants  *vho  had  come 
from  distant  parts,  and  had  perhaps  revolted.  We  do  not,  however,  find  that 
Sennacherib  had  conquered  them,  nor  does  he  pretend  that  all  these  conquests 
were  made  by  himself.  C. — He  gives  pnrt  of  the  honour  to  his  ancestors.  Chap, 
six.  12;  2  Par.  xxxii.  13.  But  he  asserts  that  all  the  gods  of  the  respective 
countries  of  Samaria,  Sec,  had  yielded  to  his  superior  force.  H. 

Ver.  30.  The  people.  The  thrco  legates,  (C.)  Isa.  xxxvi.  21.  And  they 
held  their  peace.  H. 

Ver.  37.  Rent,  as  was  customary  on  such  dismal  occasions.  Joakira  is  re- 
prehended for  not  showing  this  mark  of  consternation,  when  he  heard  the  dread- 
ful predictions  of  Jeremias,  xxxvi.  24.  C. 

CHAP.  XIX.  Ver.  3.  Ulasphemy.  The  enemy  insults  over  us  (C.)  and 
over  God.  H. 

Ver.  4.  Itmay.  Lit.  "if perhaps  the  Lord  hear."  H. — Found.  Aftersuch 
devastation  has  been  made  in  the  country,  particularly  by  carrying  aw\y  the  ten 
tribes,  (C.)  Ezechias  recommends  the  kingdom  to  the  prayers  of  the  prophet ;  as 
we  are  exhorted  to  hare  recourse  to  the  intercession  of  the  saints.  H. 

Ver.  7.  Upon  him,  so  that  he  shall  be  eager  enough  to  return,  (C.)  being 
filled  with  consternation  at  the  approach  of  Tharaca,  (M.)  and  at  the  destruction 


not  thy  God  deceive  thee,  in  whom  thou  trustest :  and  do 
not  sav :  Jerusalem  shall  not  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  the  Assyrians. 

1 1  Behold,  thou  hast  heard  what  the  kings  of  the 
Assyrians  have  done  to  all  countries,  how  they  have  laid 
them  waste  :  and  canst  thou  alone  be  delivered  ? 

12  Have  the  gods  of  the  nations  delivered  any  of 
them,  whom  my  fathers  have  destroyed,  to  wit,  Gozan, 
and  Haran,  and  Reseph,  and  the  children  of  Eden,  that 
were  in  Thelassar? 

13  Where  is  the  king  of  Emath,  and  the  king  oJ 
Arphad,  and  the  king  of  the  city  of  Sepharvaim,  and  ol 
Ana,  and  of  Ava? 

14  And  when  Ezechias  had  received  the  letter  of  the 
hand  of  the  messengers,  and  had  read  it,  he  went  up  to 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  spread  it  before  the  Lord, 

15  And  he  prayed  in  his  sight,  saying;  O  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  who  sittest  upon  the  cherubims,  thou  alone  art 
the  God  of  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  :  thou  madest  heaven 
and  earth : 

16  Incline  thy  ear,  and  hear:  open,  O  Lord,  thy  eyes, 
and  see  :  and  hear  all  the  words  of  Sennacherib,  who 
hath  sent  to  upbraid  unto  us  .the  living  God. 

17  Of  a  truth,  O  Lord,  the  kings  of  the  Assyrians  have 
destroyed  nations,  and  the  lands  of  them  all. 

18  And  they  have  cast  their  gods  into  the  fire:  foi 
they  were  not  gods,  but  the  works  of  men's  hands,  of 
wood  and  stone,  and  they  destroyed  them. 

19  Now  therefore,  0  Lord,  our  God,  save  us  from  his 
hand,  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  know  that 
thou  art  the  Lord,  the  only  God. 

20  And  Isaias,  the  son  of  Amos,  sent  to  Ezechias.  say- 
ing: Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel:  I  have 
heard  the  prayer  thou  hast  made  to  me  concerning  Sen- 
nacherib, kino*  of  the  Assvrians. 

21  This  is  the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  of  him  : 
The  virgin,  the  daughter  of  Sion,  hath  despised  thee,  and 
laughed  thee  to  scorn  :  the  daughter  of  Jerusalem  bath 
wagged  her  head  behind  thy  back. 

22  Whom  hast  thou  reproached,  and  whom  hast  thou 
blasphemed  ?  against  whom  hast  thou  exalted  thy  voice, 
and  lifted  up  thy  eyes  on  high  ?  against  the  holy  one  ol 

Israel.  .  .    .  .  >..:. 

23  By  the  hand  of  thy  servants  thou  hast  reproached 
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of  his  men  by  an  angel,  ver.  35.  H. — Laehis  and  Lobna  were  both  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Juda,  to  the  south  of  Jerusalem.  Jos.  x.  31.  C. 

Vek.  9.  When  he,  Sennacherib,  though  it  would  seem  to  refer  to  Rabsaces. 
H. — Tharaca,  called  Thearchon  by  Strabo,  (i.  and  xv.  p.  653,)  extended  his  con- 
quests as  far  as  the  Pillars  of  Hercules.  Megasthenes. — The  Egyptians  seem  to 
have  called  him  Sethon,  and  assert  that  the  god  (Vulcan)  apj>eared  to  him  on  the 
approach  of  Sennacherib,  assuring  him  of  his  protection.  He  encamped  near 
Pelusium,  where  the  enemy's  army  on  its  arrival  was  infested  with  rats,  which 
destroyed  their  armour,  and  made  them  an  easy  prey.  Herodot.  ii.  141.  It  ia 
probable  that  Taphnes,  near  Pelusium,  was  the  capital  city  of  Tharaca.  Isa.  xviii., 
and  xxx.  4.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  joined  battle  with  Sennacherib,  whose 
army  was  destroyed  on  its  march,  (lb.  x.  24,)  the  very  night  that  the  prophet  pro- 
mised Ezechias  a  deliverance. 

Ver.  12.  Gozan,  In  Less  Armenia,  Haran  and  Reseph,  in  Palmerene  Syria. 
Thelajsar,  or  Syria.    They  were  nations  not  very  remote.  See  chap,  xviii,  34.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Before  the  Lord,  to  move  him  to  revenge  his  own  cause,  (H.)  and 
to  show  that  he  looked  upon  the  Lord  as  a  father,  with  the  utmost  confidence 
(M.)  and  resignation. 

Ver.  21.  Virgin.  The  few  who  adhere  to  the  Lord  despise  all  idols  and  their 
votaries.  W. — Of  Sion  and  of  Jerusalem  may  denote  those  places.  C 
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Chap.  XIX. 


IV.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XX. 


the  Lord,  and  hast  said :  With  the  multitude  of  my 
chariots  I  have  gone  up  to  the  height  of  the  mountains, 
to  the  top  of  Libanus,  and  have  cut  down  its  tall  cedars, 
and  its  choice  fir-trees.  And  I  have  entered  into  the 
furthest  parts  thereof,  and  the  forest  of  its  Carmel. 

24  I  have  cut  down,  and  I  have  drunk  strange  waters, 
and  have  dried  up  with  the  soles  of  my  feet  all  the  shut- 
up  waters.  m 

25  Hast  thou  not  heard  what  I  have  done  from  the 
beginning  ?  from  the  days  of  old  I  have  formed  it,  and 
now  I  have  brought  it  to  etfect :  that  fenced  cities  of 
fighting  men  should  be  turned  to  heaps  of  ruins: 

26  And  the  inhabitants  of  them  'were  weak  of  hand, 
they  trembled  and  were  confounded,  they  became  like  the 
grass  of  the  field,  and  the  green  herb  on  the  tops  of  houses, 
which  withered  before  it  came  to  maturity. 

27  Thy  dwelling,  and  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming 
in,  and  thy  way  I  knew  before,  and  thy  rage  against  me. 

28  Thou  hast  been  mad  against  me,  and  thy  pride  hath 
tome  up  to  my  ears :  therefore  I  will  put  a  ring  in  thy 
nose,  and  a  bit  between  thy  lips,  and  I  will  turn  thee  back 
by  the  way  by  which  thou  earnest. 

29  And  to  thee,  0  Ezechias,  this  shall  be  a  sign  :  aEat 
this  year  what  thou  shalt  find :  and  in  the  second  year, 
such  things  as  spring  of  themselves  :  but  in  the  third  year 
sow  and  reap :  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them. 

30  And  whatsoever  shall  be  left  of  the  house  of  Juda, 
shall  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward. 

31  For  out  of  Jerusalem  shall  go  forth  a  remnant,  and 
that  which  shall  be  saved  out  of  Mount  Sion :  the  zeal  of 
the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  do  this. 

32  Wherefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the  king 
of  the  Assyrians :  He  shall  not  come  into  this  city,  nor 
shoot  an  arrow  into  it,  nor  come  before  it  with  shield,  nor 
cast  a  trench  about  it. 


»  Isa.  xixril.  30.— *  Tob.  1-  21 ;  Eceli.  xlvitl.  24 ;  Isa,  xxzvil  3G ;  1  Mac.  tIL  41 ;  2  Mac.  vUL  18. 


Ver.  23.  Carmel.  A.  pleasant  fruitful  hill  in  the  forest.  These  expressions 
are  figurative,  signifying-,  under  the  names  of  mountains  and  forests,  tho  kings  and 
provinces  whom  the  Assyrians  had  triumphed  over.  Ch. — He  must  have  passed 
by  Libanus,  and  might  boast  of  this  exploit.  Other  proud  words  to  the  same  pur- 
pose are  mentioned  Isa.  x.  9,  and  xxxiti.  9.  He  had  made  himself  master  of 
Mount  Carmel,  as  well  as  of  Libanus.  C. 

Ver.  24.  Strange  waters,  which  did  not  run  in  my  original  dominions,  (H.) 
or  which  were  found  by  opening  springs  before  unknown. — Shut-up,  with  mounds 
of  earth,  or  in  the  banks  of  rivers. 

Ver.  25.  I  have  formed  it.  Sec.  All  thy  exploits,  in  which  thou  takest  pride, 
are  no  more  thau  what  I  have  decreed  ;  and  are  not  to  be  ascribed  to  thy  wisdom 
or  strength,  but  to  my  will  and  ordinance:  who  have  given  to  thee  to  take  and 
destroy  so  many  fenced  cities,  and  to  carry  terror  wherever  thou  comest. — Ruins. 
Literally,  "ruin  of  hills."  Ch.— Prot.  "  Xow  have  I  brought  it  to  pass,  that  thou 
shouldest  be  to  lay  waste  fenced  cities  into  ruinous  heaps."  II. 

Ver.  27.  In.  All  thy  actions.  M. — I  kncio,  or  disposed  of,  for  wise  pur- 
poses. Xothing  shows  more  forcibly  the  dominion  of  God,  even  over  the  most 
impious.    They  cannot  frustrate  the  Divine  decrees. 

Ver.  28.  Ring,  or  hook,  like  that  with  which  fishes  arc  taken.  C. — Bit. 
Prot.  bridle,  (H.)  or  a  sort  of  muzzle.  M— I  will  treat  thee  like  a  furious  beast. 
—  Camest,  without  bavin?  effected  what  thou  hadst  designed.  H. 

Ver.  29.  0  Ezechias  is  not  in  lieb.  or  Sept.;  but  they  show  the  sense.  H. — 
S(condy  which  was  a  sabbatical  year.  Usher.  T. — We  elsewhere  find  signs  given  as 
a  proof  of  past  events,  and  that  they  were  from  God,  who  enabled  his  prophet  to 
foretell  both.  Exod.  iii.  12;  Isa.  viii.  4.  Thus  three  things  nro  proved.  1.  That 
the  prophet  is  truly  animated  with  the  Divine  Spirit.  2.  That  Cod  is  the  author 
of  the  miracle.  3."  As  also  of  the  sign  which  follows  it,  particularly  if  the  sign  be 
likewise  miraculous.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  people  should  be 
convinced  that  all  proceeded  from  the  hand  of  Providence,  in  the  overthrow  of 
Sennacherib.  C.—Such  thiiigs.  Isaias  (xxxvii.  30)  specifies  apples,  as  they  also 
supplied  the  people  with  food.  SI. 

Vbr.  31.     Sion.    These  shall  repeople  the  land.     In  a  higher  sense,  the 
Christian  Church  was  propagated  by  the  few  J?ws  who  believed.  C. — Zeal,  or 
ardent  love.  SI. 
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33  By  the  way  that  he  came  he  shall  return  :  and  into 
this  city  he  shall  not  come,  saith  the  Lord. 

34  And  I  will  protect  this  city,  and  will  save  it  for  my 
own  sake,  and  for  David,  my  servants  sake. 

35  bAnd  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  an  angel  of 
the  Lord  came,  and  slew  in  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians,  a 
hundred  and  eighty  five  thousand.  And  when  he  arose 
early  in  the  morning,  he  saw  all  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 

36  And  Sennacherib,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  departing, 
went  away,  and  he  returned  and  abode  in  Ninive. 

37  cAnd  as  he  was  worshipping  in  the  temple  of  Nes 
roch,  his  god,  Adramelech,  and  Sarasar,  his  sons,  slew 
him  with  the  sword,  and  they  fled  into  the  land  of  the 
Armenians,  and  Asarhaddon,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 
stead. 

CHAP.  XX. 

Ezechias  being  sick,  is  told  by  Isaias  that  he  shall  die :  but,  praying  to  God,  ht 
obtaineth  longer  life,  and  in  confirmation  thereof  receiceth  a  sign  by  the 
sun's  reluming  back.  Me  showeth  all  his  treasures  to  the  ambassadors  of 
the  king  of  Babylon.  Isaias  reproving  him  for  it,foretelleththe  Babylonish 
captivity. 

IN  d those  days  Ezechias  was  sick  unto  death:  and 
Isaias,  the  son  of  Amos,  the  prophet,  came  and  said 
to  him :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  :  Give  charge  concern- 
ing thy  house,  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  not  live. 

2  And  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  prayed  to 
the  Lord,  saying : 

3  I  beseech  thee^  O  Lord,  remember  how  I  have 
walked  before  thee  iu  truth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart,  and 
have  done  that  which  is  pleasing  before  thee.  And  Eze- 
chias wept  with  much  weeping. 

4  And  before  Isaias  was  gone  out  of  the  middle  of  the 
court,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying : 

5  Go  back,  and  tell  Ezechias,  the  captain  of  my  peo 
pie :  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  David,  thy  father: 
I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  and  I  have  seen  thy  tears :  and 

•  Tob.  I  24.— *  2  Par.  xxxfi.  2+;  Isa.  xxxtUI.  I.  A.  M.  JbSl,  A.  C.  713. 


Ver.  3*2.  About  it,  as  was  then  thi  custom  in  besieging  cities.  Josephus  and 
others  suppose  that  Sennacherib's  army  was  destroyed  before  Jerusalem.  But  it 
seems  more  probable  it  fell  on  the  road  to  Egypt,  ver.  7.  Tbe  camp,  which  is  still 
shown,  might  be  that  of  Habsaccs.  Chap,  xviil.  17-  C. 

Vek.  34.  Own  sahe,  who  have  chosen  this  city  for  my  sanctuary.  M. —  David. 
Here  again  we  behold  the  influence  of  the  saints  with  God.  II. 

Ver.  35.  Night  following  the  prediction  of  Isaias,  (C.)  or  that  memorable 
night  which  would  be  so  terrible  to  the  Assyrians  after  three  years,  ver.  29.  Thus 
we  read,  in  that  day,  Jcc,  Isa.  xxvii.  M. — The  exterminating  angel,  (Exod.  xi. 
4.  C.)  an  evil  spirit,  (Psal.  hex vji.  49, )  or  the  guardian  of  the  synagogue.  Abulen- 
sis. —  When  lie,  Sennacherib.  Heb.,  &e.  '•  when  they,"  his  few  attendants  who 
were  spared  to  announce  this  judgment  (Isa.  xxxvii.  30.  C.)j  or  when  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerusalem  arose.  II. 

Ver.  37.  Nesroch.  Josephus  calls  both  the  idol  and  the  temple  Araskes. 
Sennacherib  persecuted  the  Israelites  for  45  (Greek  55)  days.  Tob.  i.  21. — Sons, 
as  the  Jews  suppose  they  were  destined  for  victims  by  their  father,  and  got  before- 
hand with  him.  S.  Jer.  in  Isa.  x.  C. — Armenia.  So  the  Prot.  translate  A rarath, 
(H.)  where  ^oe's  ark  rested.  This  nation  lias  been  esteemed  very  warlike,  and 
has  always  asserted  its  liberty. 

CHAP.  XX.  Ver.  I.  ifuys,  before  the  destruction  of  Sennacherib's  army 
(ver.  6.  M.)  ;  though  some  suppose  that  Ezechias  was  afflicted  with  sickness,  be- 
cause  he  had  not  shown  sufficient  gratitude  for  his  deliverance.  2  Par.  xxxii.  24 
Euseb.  and  S.  Jerom  in  Isa.  xxxix.  C— But  it  might  be  sent  only  to  purify  him 
the  more,  ice.  M. — Ho  fell  ill  the  same  year  that  tho  Assyrian  invaded  his  do- 
minions. Ver.  6,  and  chap,  xviii.  13.  The  nature  of  his  disorder  is  not  fullj 
known.  C. —  Unto  death,  of  an  illness  which  would  naturally  have  proved  mortal ; 
as  that  of  Benadad  was  the  reverse.  Chap.  viii.  10. 

Ver.  3.  Before  thee.  The  saints  of  the  old  law  frequently  mention  their  good 
works,  (Psal.  vii.  9,  Sec. ;  2  Esd.  xiii.  14,)  which  is  less  common  in  thoso  of  the 
new.  When  God  rewards  our  good  works,  he  only  crowns  his  own  gifts.  C. — 
Ezechias  had  sincerely  desired  to  please  God,  though  he  might  have  given  way  to 
some  imperfections,  ver.  1.  H. 

Ver.  6.  Day,  dating  from  the  time  when  Isaias  spoke.  Tostat. — This  showed 
that  the  cure  was  miraculous,  and  not  effected  by  natural  remedies  only.  T. 
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Chap.  XX 

oehold  I  have  healed  thee  :  on  the  third  day  thou  shalt  go 
up  to  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

6  And  I  will  add  to  thy  days  fifteen  years :  and  I  will 
deliver  thee  and  this  city  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of 
the  Assyrians,  and  I  will  protect  this  city  for  my  own 
sake,  and  for  David,  my  servant's  sake. 

7  And  Isaias  said  :  Bring  me  a  lump  of  figs.  And 
when  they  had  brought  it,  and  laid  it  upon  his  boil,  he 
was  healed. 

8  And  Ezechias  had  said  to  Isaias :  What  shall  be  the 
sign  that  the  Lord  will  heal  me,  and  that  I  will  go  up  to 
the  temple  of  the  Lord  the  third  day? 

9  And  Isaias  said  to  him :  This  shall  be  the  sign  from 
the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  will  do  the  word  which  he  hath 
spoken  :  Wilt  thou  that  the  shadow  go  forward  ten  lines, 
or  that  it  go  back  so  many  degrees  1 

10  And  Ezechias  said :  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  the 
shadow  to  go  forward  ten  lines :  and  I  do  not  desire  that 
this  be  done,  but  let  it  return  back  ten  degrees. 

Jl  And  Isaias,  the  prophet,  called  upon  the  Lord,  and 
lie  brought  the  shadow  ten  degrees  backwards  by  the 
lines,  by  which  it  had  already  gone  down  in  the  dial  of 
Achaz. 

12  aAt  that  time  Berodach  Baladan,  the  son  of  Bala- 
dan, king  of  the  Babylonians,  sent  letters  and  presents  to 
Ezechias:  for  he  had  heard  that  Ezechias  had  been 
sick. 

13  And  Ezechias  rejoiced  at  their  coming,  and  he 
showed  them  the  house  of  his  aromatical  spices,  and  the 
gold,  and  the  silver,  and  divers  precious  odours,  and  oint- 
ments, and  the  house  of  his  vessels,  and  all  that  he  had  in 
his  treasures.  There  was  nothing  in  his  house,  nor  in  all 
his  dominions,  that  Ezechias  showed  them  not. 

14  And  Isaias,  the  prophet,  came  to  king  Ezechias, 

 »  IBS,  xxxix.  1.— b  A.  M.  3306,  A.  C.  698,  

Ver.  6.  Assyrians.  It  is  commonly  supposed  that  this  alludes  to  Senna- 
cherib. But  it  might  refer  to  his  son,  who  was  sending  an  army.  Isa.  xx.  1.  We 
ought  not  to  alter  the  scriptural  order  of  the  transactions  without  cogent  reasons. 

Ver.  8.  Sign.  He  is  not  incredulous,  but  gives  the  prophet  an  occasion  of 
declaring  by  what  authority  he  spoke  thus.  H. 

Ver.  10.  Lines,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  the  sun.  An  instantaneous 
motion  of  this  kind  would,  in  reality,  be  as  difficult  as  the  retrogradation.  But  it 
might  not  strike  the  people  so  much.  H. — Some  take  the  lines  to  designate  hours. 
But  the  sun  is  never  up  twenty  hours  in  that  country;  and  it  must  have  been  at 
such  a  height,  as  that  it  might  appear  visibly  to  recede,  or  to  go  forward,  ten 
lines.  We  may  therefore  suppose  that  they  consisted  only  of  half  hours,  (T.)  or 
less.  C. — The  silence  of  profane  historians  respecting  this  miracle  is  of  little  con- 
sequence. Herodotus  (ii.  142)  seems  to  hint  at  it,  as  well  as  at  that  under 
Josue  (x.) ,  being  informed  "by  the  Egyptians,  that  during  10,340  years. the  sun 
had  risen  four  times  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  It  had  risen  twice  where  it 
ought  naturally  to  set,  and  had  set  as  often  where  it  should  rise."  He  might  have 
said,  more  simply,  that  the  sun  had  twice  gone  back.  See  Solin,  45.  C. — S.  Dion. 
Areop.  cp.  7,  ad  Polycarp. 

Ver.  11.  Dial.  Heb.  also,  "steps."  S.  Jerom  confesses  that  he  followed 
Sym.  in  Isa.  xxxviii.  7.  Whether  this  dial  resembled  one  of  ours,  (Grotius,)  or 
was  made  in  the  form  of  steps,  (S.  Cyr.  horn.  3,  in  Isaias,  &c.,)  or  rather  of  a  half 
globe,  (C.)  afr*r  flw  Babylonian  fashion,  (Vitruv.  ix.  9,)  is  not  clear.  Some  have 
asserted  that  hours  wor;  not  known  to  the  Hebrews  before  the  captivity.  Usher, 
V.  3291. — But  Toby,  (xii.  22,)  who  wrote  at  Xineve,  under  the  reign  of  Manasses, 
Ucarly  speaks  of  them.  The  Egyptians  pretend  that  they  invented  water  hour- 
glasses. But  the  invention  of  dials  is  attributed  to  the  Chaldees,  from  whom 
Anaximantler  introduced  them  among  the  Greeks,  under  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  He 
died  A.  34o7.— Achaz  had  much  to  do  with  Thcglathphalasnr  (chap.  xvii.  8); 
and  probably  obtained  this  curiosity  from  the  same  country.  In  more  ancient 
times  people  measured  time  by  the  length  of  their  shadow,  and  were  invited  to  a 
feast  at  such  a  fnot  in  the  same  manner  as  we  should  invite  for  such  an  hour. 
Palladius,  Rustic.  12.  C— Till  the  year  of  Rome  595,  when  Xasica  dedicated  the 
8r?t  water  hour-glass,  the  Romans  knew  not  how  the  time  passed  on  cloudy  dayB. 
Pliny  vil.  60;  Vitruvius  ix.  9. 

Ver.  12.  Bervdach,  or  Merodac  Baladan.  Isa.  xxxix.  1.  C— The  latter 
tvas  his  father,  the  famous  Nabonassar.  D. — Letters,  or  books,  Isa. — Sick.  They 
eumcto  congratulate  him  on  his  recovery,  and  also  (M.)  to  inquire  of  the  xconder 


Chap.  XXL 

and  said  to  him  :  What  said  these  men  ?  or  from  whence 
came  they  to  thee  ?  And  Ezechias  said  to  him  :  From  a 
far  country,  they  came  to  me  out  of  Babylon. 

15  And  he  said:  What  did  they  see  in  thy  house? 
Ezechias  said :  They  saw  all  the  things  that  are  in  my 
house :  There  is  nothing  among  my  treasures  that  I  have 
not  showed  them. 

16  And  Isaias  said  to  Ezechias:  Hear  the  word  of  th* 
Lord. 

17  Behold  the  days  shall  come,  that  all  that  is  in  thv 
house,  and  that  thy  fathers  have  laid  up  in  store  unto  this 
day,  shall  be  carried  into  Babylon :  nothing  shall  be  left, 
saith  the  Lord. 

18  And  of  thy  sons  also  that  shall  issue  from  thee, 
whom  thou  shalt  beget,  they  shall  take  away,  and  the) 
shall  be  eunuchs  in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Babylon. 

19  Ezechias  said  to  Isaias:  The  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  thou  hast  spoken,  is  good  :  let  peace  and  truth  be 
in  my  days. 

20  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ezechias,  and  all  his 
might,  and  how  he  made  a  pool,  and  a  conduit,  and 
brought  waters  into  the  city,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Juda  ? 

21  And  b Ezechias  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  Manasses, 
his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

CHAP.  XXI. 

The  wickedness  of  Manasses :  God's  threats  by  his  prophets.   His  wicked  son, , 
Anion,  succeedeth  him,  and  is  slain  by  his  servants. 

~\ /TAN ASSES  cwas  twelve  years  old  when  he  began 
_1_t_L_  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  five  and  fifty  years  in 
Jerusalem  :  the  name  of  his  mother  was  Haphsiba. 

2  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according 
to  the  idols  of  the  nations,  which  the  Lord  destroyed  from 
before  the  face  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

 '  1  Par,  xxxili.  1.  A.  M.  3305.  

that  had  happened  upon  the  earth.  God  left  him  that  he  might  be  tempted, 
and  all  things  might  be  made  known  that  were  in  his  heart.  2  Par.  xxxii.  31. 
H. — If  this  embassage  took  place  after  the  fall  of  Sennacherib,  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon might  thank  Ezechias  for  having  stopped  the  career  of  that  ambitious  monarch, 
from  whom  the  former  had  every  thing  to  fear.  C. 

Ver.  13.  Rejoiced,  at  being  honoured  by  so  great  a  princo,  (M.)  who  after- 
wards defeated  Asarhaddon.  T. — Heb.  "  hearkened  unto  them."  But  the  sense 
of  the  Vulg.  is  preferable,  and  the  construction  of  the  original  seems  to  require  it, 
as  it  is  also  understood  by  the  Sept.  and  Syriac,  and  by  Isaias,  xxxix.  2. — Spices. 
Heb.  "precious  things,"  (Mont.)  "treasures,"  (Chal.,  Syr.)  "  cabinet "  of  jewels, 
&c  Vatable. — Vessels,  or  armour,  and  all  his  fine  furniture.  S.  Jerom  says  that 
Ezechias  also  displayed  before  them  the  treasures  of  the  temple,  which  chiefly 
drew  upon  him  God's  displeasure.  C. 

Ver.  17.  Babylon,  under  the  last  kings  of  Juda.  It  cannot  be  explained  of 
Sennacherib.  Chap,  xviii.  15. 

Ver.  19.  Let.  Heb.  "and  he  added,  let,"  &c.  C— Prot.  "he  said,  is  it  not 
good,  if  peace  and  truth  (or  a  solid  and  desirable  peace)  be  in  my  days?  He  is  not 
indifferent  about  his  family,  as  tho  Jews  would  insinuate,  (Eus.  and  S.  Jer.  in  Isa. 
xxxix.  7,  8,)  from  the  prophet's  adding,  Be  comforted  .  .  my  people  (chap.  xl.  1. 
H.) ;  but  he  submits  with  resignation  to  God's  decrees,  (S.  Ambrose,)  and  begs  that 
God  would  be  pleased  to  suffer  him  to  die  in  peace,  as  the  sentence  did  not  seem 
to  affect  his  person.  H. — Josephus  insinuates  that  he  was  exceedingly  grieved  at 
the  distress  which  hung  over  his  posterity,  (Ant.  x.  3.)  and  we  are  assured  that 
Ezechias  and  the  people  entered  into  sentiments  of  humility  and  penance,  which 
for  a  time  averted  the  wrath  of  God.  2  Par.  xxxii.  20. 

Ver.  20.  City.  Probably  before  it  was  besieged  by  Sennacherib.  2  Par 
xxxii.  4. — Juda,  and  in  the  works  of  Isaias.  Ibid,  xxxii.  32;  Isaias  xxxvii.,  and 
xxxviii.,  and  xxxix.  The  prophet  gives  us  the  canticle  of  this  pious  king,  whe 
shone  with  so  great  splendour,  and  did  so  much  for  the  good  of  his  people.  Chap, 
xviii.  4,  5;  Eccli.  xlviii.  19.  C— He  generously  opposed  the  reign  of  vice,  and 
though  threatened  with  the  most  imminent  dangers,  came  off  with  victory.  Thu* 
Jesus  Christ  declared  war  airainst  idolatry  and  all  vice,  and  established  his  Church 
in  the  midst  of  persecutionf  H. — Ezechias  was  conducted  to  the  gates  of  death, 
and  brought  back ;  Christ  rose  victorious  from  the  grave,  as  the  holy  king  smpw 
to  have  foreseen.  Isa.  xxxviii.  19.  C. 

CHAP.  XXI.  Ver.  1.    Twelve.     Being  born  three  yearr  after  his  fatheri 

recoverv. — Fifty.    Including  the  years  of  captivity. 
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Chap.  XXIi. 


3  "And  he  turned,  and  built  up  the  high  places,  which 
Ezechias,  his  father,  had  destroyed :  and  he  set  up  altars 
to  Baal,  and  made  groves,  as  Achab,  the  king  of  Israel, 
had  done :  and  he  adored  all  the  hosts  of  heaven,  and 
served  them. 

4  And  he  built  altars  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  of 
which  the  Lord  said :  In  Jerusalem  I  will  put  my  name. 

5  And  he  built  altars  for  all  the  host  of  heaven,  in  the 
two  courts  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

6  And  he  made  his  son  pass  through  fire :  and  he  used 
divinations,  and  observed  omens,  and  appointed  pythons, 
and  multiplied  soothsayers,  to  do  evil  before  the  Lord, 
and  to  provoke  him. 

7  He  set  also  an  idol  of  the  grove,  which  he  had  made, 
in  the  temple  of  the  Lord  :c  concerning  which  the  Lord 
said  to  David,  and  to  Solomon  his  son  :  In  this  temple, 
and  in  Jerusalem,  which  I  have  chosen  out  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  I  will  put  my  name  for  ever. 

8  And  I  will  no  more  make  the  feet  of  Israel  to  be 
moved  out  of  the  land,  which  I  gave  to  their  fathers :  only 
if  they  will  observe  to  do  all  that  I  have  commanded 
them,  according  to  the  law  which  my  servant  Moses  com- 
manded them. 

9  But  they  hearkened  not.  but  were  seduced  by 
Manasses,  to  do  evil  more  than  the  nations  which  the 
Lord  destroyed  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

10  And  the  Lord  spoke  in  the  hand  of  his  servants,  the 

prophets,  saying : 

11  d  Because  Manasses,  king  of  Juda,  hath  done  these 
most  wicked  abominations,  beyond  all  that  the  Amorrhites 
did  before  him,  and  hath  made  Juda  also  to  sin  with  his 
filthy  doings : 

12  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel: 
Behold,  I  will  bring  on  evils  upon  Jerusalem  and  Juda : 
that  whosoever  shall  hear  of  them,  both  his  ears  shall 

tingle. 

13  And  I  will  stretch  over  Jerusalem  the  line  of  Sa- 
maria, and  the  weight  of  the  house  of  Achab  :  and  I  will 
efface  Jerusalem,  as  writings  wpon  tables  are  wont  to  be 
effaced,  and  I  will  erase  and  turn  it,  and  draw  the  pencil 
often  over  the  face  thereof. 

14  And  1  will  leave  the  remnants  of  my  inheritance, 
and  will  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies : 

■  t  Par.  xxxiii.  3.— *  2  Kings  Til.  10.— "  2  Kiops  vil.  26:  3  Kings  viiL  16.  and  ix.  5.— *  Jer.  xv.  4. 


Vbr.  4.  Altars,  in  honour  of  the  sun.  moon,  and  stars,  (H.)  in  the  courts  of 
the  priests  and  of  the  people.  2  Par.  xxxiii.  4. 

Ver.  C.  Fire,  for  purification,  or  as  a  holocaust  to  Moloch.  See  chap.  xvi.  3. 
—Divinations,  or,  "he  observed  limes,"  Arab.,  Mont.— Omens.  Prot.  "used 
enchantments,"  (H.)  by  means  of  brass  or  of  serpents,  kc.  C— Sept.  agrees  with 
the  Vulg.  "  he  took  notice  of  birds."  11.— Pythons.  That  is,  diviners  by  spirits, 
vCh.)  particularly  by  Apollo.  He  authorized  and  encouraged  such  ventriloquists, 
Ac.  Lev.  xix.  Zl.—Soothmyers,  who  inspected  the  entrails  of  victims,  to  foretell 
future  things.  C— Prot.  "  He  dealt  with  familiar  spirits  and  wizards."  H. 

Ver.  10.  Prophets,  Joel.  Oscc,  Amos,  Is" ahum,  Jonas,  Abdias,  Micheas,  and 
particularly  by  Isaias,  who  was  related  to  the  king.  T.— Tradition  informs  us 
that  Manasses' was  so  irritated]  that  he  ordered  Isaias  to  be  slain  with  a  wooden 
saw,  S.  Aug.  de  0.  D.  xviii.  24  0  for  greater  torment  (C.) ;  and  his  companions 
were  daily  executed.  Joseph,  x.  3.— Isaias  (xxii.  13)  seems  to  pronounce  his  sin 
irremiNiible,  (C.)  or  thut  he  should  not,  at  least,  escape  the  punishment  of  it  as 
long  as  he  lived.  But  we  are  assured  thut  the  eyes  of  Manusses  were  at  last 
opened  bv  adversity  and  that  he  performed  many  laudable  things  after  his  return 
from  captivity  (2  I*ar.  xxxiii.) ;  so  that  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  resembled  that 
yf  his  father,  though  the  beginning  had  been  like  that  of  the  impious  Achab.  H- 

Ver.  12.  Tingle,  through  astonishment,  as  if  he  had  been  stunned  with  too 
load  a  sound.  1  Kings  in.  11.  C. 

Ver.  13.    The  tine,  or  rope,  to  pull  down  the  walls.  Lam.  it  8  (C.)  ;  2 
Kings  xvii.  13.    Jerusalem,  which  has  imitated  Samaria  in  sinning,  s'-"M  ex- 
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and  they  shall  become  a  prey,  and  a  spoil  to  all  their 

enemies.  '  f.  *  -  > 

15  Because  they  have  done  evil  before  me,  and  have 
continued  to  provoke  me,  from  the  day  that  their  fathers 
came  out  of  Egypt,  even  unto  this  day. 

16  Moreover,  'Manasses  shed  also  very  much  innocent 
blood,  till  he  filled  Jerusalem  up  to  the  mouth  :  besides 
his  sins,  wherewith  he  made  Juda  to  sin,  to  do  evil  before 

the  Lord.  . 

17  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Manasses,  and  all  that 
he  did.  and  his  sin,  which  he  sinned,  are  they  not  written 
in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of 

Juda?  .     \-  ' 

18  And  Manasses  slept  f"with  his  fathers,  and  wis 
buried  in  the  garden  of  his  own  house,  in  the  garden  A 
0/.a :  and  Anion,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

19  Two  and  twenty  years  old  was  Anion  when  he  be- 
gan to  reign,  and  he  reigned  two  years  in  Jerusalem  :  the 
name  of  his  mother  was  Messalemeth,  the  daughter  of 
Hums,  of  Jeteba. 

20  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  Ma- 
nasses, his  father,  had  done. 

21  And  he  walked  in  all  the  way  in  which  his  father 
had  walked :  and  he  served  the  abominations  which  his 
father  had  served,  and  he  adored  them  ; 

22  And  forsook  the  Lord,  the  God  of  his  fathers,  and 
walked  not  in  the  way  of  the  Lord. 

23  And  his  servants  plotted  against  him,  and  slew  the 
king  in  his  own  house. 

24  But  the  people  of  the  land  slew  all  them  that  had 
conspired  against  king  Anion:  and  made  Josias,  his  son 
their  king  in  his  stead. 

25  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Anion,  which  he  did,  are 
they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the  days  ot 
the  kings  of  Juda? 

26  And  they  buried  him  in  his  sepulchre,  in  the  garden 
of  Oza :  and  his  son,  Josias,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

Josias  repairetk  the  temple.  The  book  of  the  law  is  found;  upon  which  they 
consult  the  Lord,  and  are  told  that  great  evils  shall  fall  upon  them,  but  not 
in  the  time  of  Josias. 

OSIAS  swas  eight  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign ; 
he  reigned  one  and  thirty  years  in  Jerusalem :  the 

■  Infra,  xxlv.  4.—*  A.  M.  S561,  A.  C.  6I3.-ff  2  Par.  xxxlv.  1.  A*  M.  3363.  A.  C.  641. 
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nerience  the  same  fate;  the  same  weight  of  punishment  shall  fall  upon  the  royal 
family  as  upon  the  house  of  Achab.  H. — The  pro^has  frequently  entitle  their 
menaces  a  weight,  or  burden.  Isa.  xiii.  1.  M.— Sept.  have,  t;the  balance  of  the 
house,"  dec,  as  if  God  had  weighed  all  the  good  and  evil,  and  would  now  reward 
the  people  accordingly  (H.)  with  judgment.  D. — Table,  or  board,  covered  with 
wax.  The  ancients  were  accustomed  to  write  in  this  manner  with  a  style  whicfc 
was  sharp  at  one  end  and  blunt  at  the  other.  C— Sept.  "  I  will  wipe  out  Jeru- 
salem as  an  ulabaster  vase  is  wiped,  and  turned  downwards. "  Prot.  <l  as  aman 
wipeth  a  dish,  wiping  it  and  turning  it  upside  down."  H. 

Ver.  14.  Leave.  Sept.  "with  horror,"  dirtairo^ai  (H.)  "  I  will  cast  off.'" 
So  Chi!*,  Syr.,  Sec.— Remnants.  J  uda,  &c,  who  shall  be  treated  like  the  ten  tribes. 
C. — All  shared  in  the  punishment,  though  some  preserved  the  true  religion.  Ps&i. 
Ixxxviii.  35.  W. 

Ver.  17.  Sinned.  It  is  rather  wonderful  that  his  repentance  is  not  here 
noticed;  but  we  find  it  mentioned  2  Par.  xxxiii.  12.  H.— In  prison  Manasses 
composed  a  penitential  prayer,  which  is  not  absolutely  rejected  by  the  Church, 
but  left  in  the  rank  of  Apocryphal  writings  (C);  the  authority  of  which  is  noi 
clearly  ascertained.  H. — The  Greek  Church  admits  this  prayer  into  her  Eucho- 
loghim,  (O.)  or  Office-book.  H. — Being  liberated,  Manasses  did  all  things  well, 
only  ho  left  the  high  places,  where  the  people  had  been  accustomed  to  sacrifice  tc 
the  Lord.    Hosai  *yrote  his  history.  2  Par.  xxxiii.  19. 

CHAP.  XXII.  Ver.  1.  Eight  years.  After  he  had  reigned  other  eight,  being 
still  hut  a  boy,  he  began  more  seriously  to  «eek  the  I-ord,  and  purified  hi* 
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Chap.  XX 111. 


[tame  of  his  mother  was  Idida,  the  daughter  of  Hadaia,  of 
Besecath. 

2  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  and  walked  in  all  the  ways  of  David,  his  father  :  he 
turned  not  aside  to  the  right  hand,  or  to  the  left. 

3  And  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  "king  Josias,  the  king 
sent  Saphan,  the  son  of  Assia,  the  son  of  Mcssulam,  the 
scribe  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  saying  to  him : 

4  Go  to  Helcias,  the  high  priest,  that  the  money  may 
be  put  together  which  is  brought  into  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  which  the  door-keepers  of  the  temple  have  gathered 
of  the  people. 

5  And  let  it  be  given  to  the  workmen  by  the  overseers 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord :  and  let  them  distribute  it  to 
those  that  work  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  to  repair  the 

temple:  n\ i(fllML  ""'  u> 

6  That  is,  to  carpenters  and  masons,  and  to  such  as 

mend  breaches :  and  that  timber  may  be  bought,  and 
'tones  out  of  the  quarries,  to  repair  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

r  But  let  there  be  no  reckoning  made  with  them  of 
the  money  which  they  receive,  but  let  them  have  it  in 
their  power,  and  in  their  trust. 

8  And  Helcias,  the  high  priest,  said  to  Saphan,  the 
scribe:  bI  have  found  the  book  of  the  law  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord :  and  Helcias  gave  the  book  to  Saphan,  and 
he  read  it. 

9  And  Saphan,  the  scribe,  came  to  the  king,  and 
brought  him  word  again  concerning  that  which  he  had 
commanded,  and  said  :  Thy  servants  have  gathered  to- 
gether the  money  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord:  and  they  have  given  it  to  be  distributed  to  the 
workmen,  by  the  overseers  of  the  works  of  the  temple  of 
the  Lord. 

10  And  Saphan,  the  scribe,  told  the  king,  saying: 
Helcias,  the  priest,  hath  delivered  to  me  a  book.  And 
when  Saphan  had  read  it  before  the  king, 

1 1  And  the  king  had  heard  the  words  of  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  he  rent  his  garments. 

12  And  he  commanded  Helcias,  the  priest,  and  Ahi- 
cam,  the  son  of  Saphan,  and  Achobor,  the  son  of  Micha, 
<*nd  Saphan,  the  scribe,  and  Asaia,  the  kings  sen-ant, 
saying : 

13  Go  and  consult  the  Lord  for  me,  and  for  the  peo- 

»  A.  lit.  33S0,  A.  C.  624.— b  2  Par.  xxxlr.  13. 

A.iminions,  and  the  neighbouring  country,  from  all  the  vestiges  of  idolatry.  2  Par. 
xxxiii.  3.    He  was  one  of  the  three  most  excellent  kings  of  Juda,  (H. )  and  might 
*ie  said  to  be  the  last }  as  those  who  followed  were  displaced  at  pleasure  by 
lipypt,  kc.  D. 

Ver.  4.  Together,  so  us  to  be  reduced  into  a  mass,  and  refined  by  fire. 
Pngnin. — Sept.  "  seal  up  the  money."  Prot.  "  that  he  may  sum  the  silver  which," 
Sec.  H. — Let  him  make  all  be  paid  up  that  is  due,  (Piscat.,)  and  cca.se  to  demand 
anv  more. — Door-keepers.  Their  office  was  of  some  consequence.  1  Par.  \x.  26, 
29!  C. 

Ver.  8.  2'he  hook  of  the  law,  (that  is,  Deuteronomy.  Ch.— S.  Chrys.  hom.  9, 
m  Matt.,)  or  the  Pentateuch.  Joseph. — Achaz,  Man  asses,  and  Anion,  had  burnt 
R,  Solomon)  as  many  copies  as  they  could,  (H.)  but  some  zealous  priests  had 

•'•ncealed  this  copy,  in  a  box,  in  the  wall  of  the  temple,  (Lyran,)  or  in  the 
'reasury  adjoining  to  it.  The  very  hand-writing  of  Moses,  containing  the  record 
at  the  covenant,  (or  the  28th,  29th,  30th,  and  31st  chapters  of  Deuteronomy,) 
wjich  was  placed  in  (C)  or  beside  the  ark,  was  now  happily  discovered.  H. — It 
»aems  it  had  been  misplaced,  as  the  ark  itself  had  been  removed,  2  Par.  xxiv.  14, 
•tnd  xxxv.  3.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  all  the  books  of  Scripture  had  been 
destroyed,  as  there  were  always  some  religious  souls  in  both  kingdoms ;  and  if 
*jine  kings  had  already  made  the  impious  attempt,  (H.)  of  which,  however,  they 

ire  never  accused  in  Scripture,  they  would  not  have  been  able  to  carry  their 
iiinliciousdesigns.into  effect.    Josias  had,  before  his  18th  year,  made  manv  ex- 


ple,  and  for  all  Juda,  concerning  the  words  of  this  bool 
which  is  found  :  for  the  great  wrath  of  the  Lord  is  kindlec 
against  us,  because  our  fathers  have  not  hearkened  to  tin 
words  of  this  book,  to  do  all  that  is  written  for  us. 

14  So  Helcias,  the  priest,  and  Ahicani,  and  Achobor 
and  Saphan,  and  Asaia,  went  to  Holda,  the  prophetess 
the  wife  of  Sellum,  the  son  of  Thecua,  the  son  of  Araas. 
keeper  of  the  wardrobe,  who  dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  in  the 

Second  :  and  they  spoke  to  her. 

15  And  she  said  to  them  :  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  tbf 
God  of  Israel :  Tell  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me  : 

16  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Behold,  I  will  bring  evils 
upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  all  the 
words  of  the  law  which  the  kin"'  of  Juda  hath  read  ; 

17  Because  they  have  forsaken  me,  and  have  sacrificed 
to  strange  gods,  provoking  me  by  all  the  works  of  theii 
hands :  therefore  my  indignation  shall  be  kindled  against 
this  place,  and  shall  not  be  quenched. 

IS  But  to  the  king  of  Juda,  who  sent  you  to  consul! 
the  Lord,  thus  shall  you  say:  Thus  saith  the  lord,  th* 
God  of  Israel:  Forasmuch  as  thou  hast  heard  the  vords 
of  the  book, 

19  And  thy  heart  hath  been  moved  to  fear,  and  thou 
haft  humbled  thyself  before  the  Lord,  hearing  the  word* 
against  this  place,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  wit,  thai 
they  should  become  a  wonder  and  a  curse  :  and  thou  hasi 
rent  thy  garments,  and  wept  before  me ;  I  also  have 
heard  thee ;  saith  the  Lord. 

20  Therefore  I  will  gather  thee  to  thy  fathers,  and 
thou  shalt  be  gathered  to  thy  sepulchre  in  peace ;  thai 
thy  eyes  may  not  see  all  the  evils  which  I  will  bring  upon 
tills  place.  •i^flSf'- ■ 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

Josias  readeth  the  law  before  all  the  people:  they  promise  to  observe  it.  H 
aholisheth  all  idolatry ;  celebrateth  the  Phase:  is  slain  in  battle  by  the  kim 
of  Egypt.    The  short  reign  of  Joachaz,  in  whose  place  Joakim  is  made  kin;/ 

ANDC  they  brought  the  king  word  again  what  she 
had  said.    And  lie  sent :  and  all  the  ancient  c3 
Juda  and  Jerusalem  were  assembled  to  him. 

2  And  the  king  went  up  to  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  men  of  Juda,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem with  him,  the  priests,  and  the  prophets,  and  all  the 
people,  both  little  and  great :  and  in  the  hearing  of  them 

•  2  P«.  XXXir.  28,  29.   A.  M.  33S0,  A.  C.  624. 

cellent  regulations,  conformably  to  the  law,  which  was  well  understood,  and  care 
fully  preserved  by  the  priests  and  prophets.  C.  2  Par.  xvii.  9. — Read  it.  Scriboe 
were  generally  chosen  from  among  the  Levites.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Garments,  through  zeal  for  God's  honour,  and  fear  of  his  indigna- 
tion. M. 

Ver.  14.  Holda.  She  is  known  only  by  this  honourable  embassy.  It  u 
rather  wonderful  that  Jeremias  was  not  consulted,  as  he  had  begun  to  prophesy 
five  years  before.  C. — The  Second,  a  street,  or  part  of  the  city  so  called  ;  in  He- 
brew, Massem.  Ch. — Here  Holda  is  said  to  have  kept  a  school.  C. — Chald.  "the 
house  of  doctrine,"  a  place  next  in  importance  to  the  temple.  Vatab. — S.  ferora 
speaks  of  this  Second,  as  of  a  irate,  or  part  of  Jerusalem,  between  the  inner  and 
the  outer  wall.  C.  Pelas.  2.  Ircd,  in  2  Par.,  and  in  Sophon.  i.  10.  M. 

Ver.  20.  Peace,  before  these  horrors  overtake  the  city.  Josias  was  interred 
with  all  the  usual  honours,  having  fallen  in  battle.  Chap,  xxiii.  29.  C. — Irt&iad 
of  peace,  the  Alex.  Sept.  reads  "  in  Jerusalem,"  to  which  city  Josias  was  brought 
from  Magcddo,  where  ho  hud  pcrhajw  rashly  attacked  the  king  of  Ep-ypt,  with 
whom  he  had  not  been  engaged  in  war.  H. — This  last  good  king  was  given  to 
Juda.  that  the  people  might  not  pretend  that  they  were  forced  to  embrace  idolatry 
bv  the  roval  power.  S.  Jer.  D. 

CHAP!  XXIII.  Ver.  2.  Prophets.  Chal.  "  scribes."  But  there  were  many 
prophet*  at  this  Sme,  who  were  ordcrod  to  come  and  renew  tie  covenant  with 
God.  C. 
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all  he  read  all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant, 
which  was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

3  And  the  king  stood  upon  the  step :  and  he  made  a 
covenant  with  the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to 
keep  his  commandments,  and  his  testimonies,  and  his 
ceremonies,  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their  soul, 

!  and  to  perform  the  words  of  this  covenant,  which  were 
written  in  that  book :  -and  the  people  agreed  to  the 
covenant. 

4  And  the  king  commanded  Helcias,  the  high  priest, 
and  the  priests  of  the  second  order,  and  the  door-keepers, 
*to  cast  out  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  all  the  vessels  that 
had  been  made  for  Baal,  and  for  the  grove,  and  for  all 
the  host  of  heaven  :  and  he  burnt  them  without  Jerusa- 
lem, in  the  valley  of  Cedron,  and  he  carried  the  ashes  of 
them  to  Bethel. 

5  And  he  destroyed  the  soothsayers,  whom  the  kino-s 
f  Juda  had  appointed  to  sacrifice  in  the  high  places  in 

.he  cities  of  Juda,  and  round  about  Jerusalem  :  them  also 
that  burnt  incense  to  Baal,  and  to  the  sun,  and  to  the 
moon,  and  to  the  twelve  signs,  and  to  all  the  host  of 
heaven. 

6  And  he  caused  the  grove  to  be  carried  out  from  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  without  Jerusalem,  to  the  valley  of 
Cedron,  and  he  burnt  it  there,  and  reduced  it  to  dust, 
and  cast  the  dust  upon  the  graves  of  the  common 
people. 

7  He  destroyed  also  the  pavilions  of  the  effeminate, 
which  were  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  for  which  the  women 
wove  as  it  were  little  dwellings  for  the  e;rove. 

^  8  And  he  gathered  together  all  the  priests  out  of  the 
cities  of  Juda :  and  he  defiled  the  high  places,  where  the 
priests  offered  sacrifice,  from  Gabaa  to  Bersabee  :  and  he 
broke  down  the  altars  of  the  gates  that  were  in  the  enter- 

»  Eccli.  xlix.  3. 

Veh.  3.  The  step.  His  tribune  or  tribunal,  a  more  eminent  place,  from 
whence  he  might  be  teen  and  heard  by  the  people.  Ch. 

Ver.  4.  Order,  who  presided  over  the  twenty-four  classes  of  inferior  priests. 
M.— jBflaZ,  the  sun  (C.) :  in  Heb.  "  for."—  The  grove,  Astarte,  or  the  moon.  H. 
—Cedron,  to  the  east  and  south  of  Jerusalem,  where  Topheth  and  the  sepulchres 
of  the  poor,  and  all  unclean  things,  were  placed.  Here  the  pagans  burnt  their 
children  in  honour  of  Moloch.  Bee  3  Kings  xv.  13;  2  Par.  xxix.  1G,  and  xxx. 
14.— Bethel,  out  of  contempt  for  the  golden  calf,  (H.)  and  to  remove  those  im- 
purities to  a  greater  distance.  C- 

Ver.  5.  Soothsayers.  Prot.  "the  idolatrous  priests."  Grot: us  thinks  that 
camUlh  or  "ministers  of  the  gods,"  (Serv.  and  Varro  G,)  mav  be  derived  from 
the  Heb.  ecomrim,  "  the  black-vested,"  or  crvers.—  Baal.  Heb.  "  to  Baal  the 
*un  "  (C.) ;  or  rather,  "to  Baal,  to  the  sun."*H. 

Ver.  G.  Grove.  The  idol  of  Astartc,  or  the  representation  of  u  grove  in 
sculpture.  H.— People,  who  were  not  rich  enough  to  have  a  sepulchre.  Jercmias 

(xix.  11)  threatens  the  people  of  Jerusalem  with  such  a  burial.  C  The  common 

people  here  means  the  idolaters.  2  Par.  xxxiv.  4.  H. 

Ver.  8.  Bersabee;  to  which  the  Israelites  went  in  pilgrimage,  Amos  v.  5. 
This  place  was  situated  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  dominions  of  Juda,  ns 
Gabaa  was  at  the  northern.  The  priests  being  unable  to  offer  sacrifice  in  the 
temple,  and  desirous  to  gain  a  livelihood,  had  been  so  weak  as  to  conform  to  the 
illegal  practices  of  the  country;  though  they  seem  to  have  intended  to  worship 
God.  Deut.  xii.  11.— Altars.  These  might  also  be  consecrated  to  the  true  God, 
but  they  were  forbidden.  C. 

Ver.  9.  Brethren.  Thus  people  are  degraded  in  the  Christian  Church,  that 
they  may  suffer  some  confusion  (C.)  in  this  world,  and  repent  11.— The  priests, 
wtit  bid  ofiered  sacrifice  unlawfully,  were  only  permitted  to  perform  the  minor 
ofhoes ;  but  provision  was  made  for  their  support,  that  thev  might  not  be  tempted 
to  relapse.  Lev.  xxi.  17,  22;  Ezec.  xliv.  10.  C— Thev  were  reduced  to  the  rank 
of  Levites.  M. 

Vkr.  10.  Defiled,  or  declared  it  unlawful.  M.— Topheth  may  signify,  "a 
4rum;"  which  the  Jews  say  the  idolaters  beat  to  prevent  their  children**"  cries 
n*mn  being  heard,  when  they  were  burning  in  the  arms  of  Moloch.  S.  Jerom  in- 
terprets it  "  latitude,"  as  the  vale  was  very  wide,  and  beautifully  udorned  with 
gardens  and  sp.  aigs.  It  formed  a  part  of  the  vale  of  Josaphat  and  "of  Cedron  (C.) ; 
■r  the  wimc  valley  went  by  these  dirWnt  mimes,  a.  well  8c  (H.)  by  that  of  Gch- 
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ing  in  of  the  gate  of  Josue,  governor  of  the  city,  which 
was  on  the  left  hand  of  the  gate  of  the  city. 

9  However,  the  priests  of  the  high  places  came  not  up 
to  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  Jerusalem :  but  only  eat  of 
the  unleavened  bread  among  their  brethren. 

10  And  he  defiled  Topheth,  which  is  in  the  valley  oi 
the  son  of  Ennom  :  that  no  man  should  consecrate  there 
his  son,  or  his  daughter,  through  fire,  to  Moloch. 

11  And  he  took  away  the  norses  which  the  kings  of 
Juda  had  given  to  the  sun,  at  the  entering  in  of  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  near  the  chamber  of  Nathanmelech,  the 
eunuch,  who  was  in  Pharurim  :  and  he  burnt  the  chariots 
of  the  sun  with  fire. 

12  And  the  altars  that  were  upon  the  top  of  the  uppei 
chamber  of  Achaz,  which  the  kings  of  Juda  had  made, 
and  the^  altars  which  Manasses  had  made  in  the  two 
courts  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  king  broke  down: 
and  he  ran  from  thence,  and  cast  the  ashes  of  them  into 
the  torrent  Cedron. 

13  The  high  places  also  that  were  at  Jerusalem,  on  the 
right  side  of  the  mount  of  offence,  Vhich  Solomon,  king 
of  Israel,  had  built  to  Astaroth.  the  idol  of  the  Sidonians, 
and  to  Chamos.  the  scandal  of  Moab,  and  to  Melchom,  | 
the  abomination  of  the  children  of  Amnion,  the  iing 
defiled. 

14  And  he  broke  in  pieces  the  statues,  and  cut  down 
the  groves :  and  he  filled  their  places  with  the  bones  oi 

dead  men. 

15  'Moreover,  the  altar  also  that  was  at  Bethel,  and 
the  high  place,  which  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Isabat,  who 
made  Israel  to  sin,  had  made :  both  the  altar,  and  the 
high  place,  he  broke  down  and  burnt,  and  reduced  to 
powder,  and  burnt  the  grove. 

16  And  as  Josias  turned  himself,  he  saw  there  the  se- 

b  3  Kings  xi.  7.— t  3  Kings  xlli.  32. 

hin/wn,  "the  vale  of  Eunon,"  whence  Gehenna  is  formed,  and  applied  to  helL 
Matt.  v.  22 ;  Mark  ix.  44,  ic.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Xathan-melech.  Sept  "  to  the  treasury  (room.  Pagnin)  of  NatLan, 
the  king's  eunuch,"  or  chamberlain.  H.— Pharurim,  "the  suburbs."  Yalablu. 
M.  Chal.— It  perhaps  denotes  the  guard-house.  See  1  Par.  xxvi.  18.— Chariots. 
The  aforesaid  horses  were  designed  to  draw  them  in  honour  of  the  sun. 

Ver.  12.  Upper  chamber,  to  be  nearer  the  Jutxt  of  heaven,  which  they 
adored.  11.— We  are  assured  that  the  Arabs  also  adored  the  sun,  and  oiiered  in- 
cense to  it  on  the  tops  of  their  houses.  The  prophets  often  upbraid  the  people 
with  this  practice.  Jer.  xix.  13;  Soph.  i.  0.  C— It  is  wonderful  that  Ezeciiiat 
had  not  before  removed  these  remnants  of  hia  father's  infidelity;  and  still  more 
that  Ufanusscs,  after  bis  repentance,  had  not  destroyed  what  he  had  unluwfally 
erccted  in  the  courts  of  the  priests  and  of  the  people.  Hut  Amon  might  have  re- 
stored them.— Pan.  This  shims  the  zeal  of  the  king.  Heb.  and  Sept.  *'  and 
thence  he  broke  or  tore  them." 

Ver.  13.  Offence;  Olivet.  H.— In  the  original  the  terms  are  \er>  much 
alike;  and  the  Jews  take  a  pleasure  in  deforming  names  for  which  they  have  a 
horror.  Solomon  had  erected  temples  here  to  various  idols,  (3  Kings  xi.  7,) 
which  had  probably  been  demolished  by  E/euhias,  but  had  been  rebuilt  under 
Amon,  &c,  and  subsisted  during  the  minority  of  Josias  (C.) ;  or  they  had  beei 
neglected  by  the  pious  kings  of  Juda  as  no  longer  dangerous.  But  Josias,  in  tto 
fervour  of  his  zeal,  thought  proper  to  remove  every  thing  that  had  been  the  occa- 
sion of  offence:  Heb.  "of  corruption."— Idol,  and  scandal,  and  abomination^ 
are  the  same  in  Heb. 

Ver.  14.  Statues  is  more  proper  than  the  Prot.  "images,"  which  w;iuld 
rather  bo  torn.— Dead  is  not  expressed  in  the  Heb.  or  Sept.,  but  must  be  under- 
stood. H. 

Ver.  15.  Bethel  had  perhaps  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Juda,  after  the  Israel- 
ites hud  been  led  away.  C. — Josias  exercised  the  like  authority  throughout  all 
Samaria,  (ver.  10.)  as  the  country  properly  belonged  to  the  house  of  David,  and 
was  God's  peculiar  inheritance.  II. — We  may,  therefore,  conclude  that  He  a*-  j 
thorized  Josias  to  act  in  this  manner ;  and  the  new  inhabitants  had  no  interest  in 
maintaining  the  superstition  of  those  who  had  lived  there  beforo  them.  The  pries', 
sent  by  Asarhaddon  had  taken  up  his  residence  at  Bethel ;  whence  it  is  inferred 
that  the  town,  at  that  time,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Samaritans,  fC.)  as  it  might 
bo  still,  though  Joshis  might  exercise  dominion  in  it  as  lord  paramount.  J» 
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pulchres  that  were  in  the  mount :  and  he  sent  and  took 
the  bones  out  of  the  sepulchres,  and  burnt  them  upon  the 
altar,  and  defiled  it  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  the  man  of  God  spoke,  who  had  foretold  these 

things.  1 

17  "And  he  said  .  What  is  that  monument  which  I  see  f 
And  the  men  of  that  city  answered  :  It  is  the  sepulchre  of 
the  man  of  God,  who  came  from  Juda,  and  foretold  these 
things  which  thou  hast  done  upon  the  altar  of  Bethel. 

18  And  he  said  :  Let  him  alone,  let  no  man  move  his 
bones.  So  his  bones  were  left  untouched  with  the  bones 
of  the  prophet,  that  came  out  of  Samaria. 

19  Moreover  all  the  temples  of  the  high  places  which 
were  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  which  the  kings  of  Israel 
had  made  to  provoke  the  Lord,  Josias  took  away :  and  he 
did  to  them  according  to  all  the  acts  that  he  had  done  in 
Bethel. 

20  And  he  slew  all  the  priests  of  the  high  places,  that 
were  there,  upon  the  altars ;  and  he  burnt  men's  bones 
upon  them  :  and  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

21  bAnd  he  commanded  all  the  people,  saying:  Keep 
the  Phase  to  the  Lord  your  God,  according  as  it  is  written 
m  the  book  of  this  covenant. 

22  Now  there  was  no  such  a  Phase  kept  from  the  days 
of  the  judges,  who  judged  Israel,  nor  in  all  the  days  of  the 
kin^s  of  Israel,  and  of  the  kings  of  Juda ; 

2~3  As  was  this  Phase,  that  was  kept  to  the  Lord  in 
Jerusalem,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Josias. 

24  Moreover  the  diviners' by  spirits,  and  soothsayers, 
and  the  figures  of  idols,  and  the  unclean nesses,  and  the 
abominations,  that  had  been  in  the  land  of  Juda  and 
Jerusalem,  Josias  took  away :  that  he  might  perform  the 
words  of  the  law,  that  were  written  in  the  book,  which 
Helcias  the  priest  had  found  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

25  There  was  no  king  before  him  like  unto  him,  that 
returned  to  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart,  and  with  all  his 
soul,  and  with  all  his  strength,  according  to  all  the  law  of 

»  3  Kingi  xiii.  L— *  Z  Par.  xxxy.  1.  A.  M.  33S1.— «  Infra,  xxiv.  2. 


Moses  :  neither  after  him  did  there  arise  any  like  unto 
him. 

26  But  vet  the  Lord  turned  not  away  from  the  wrath 
of  his  great  indignation,  wherewith  his  anger  was  kindled 
against  Juda :  because  of  the  provocations,  wherewith 
Manasses  had  provoked  him. 

27  cAnd  the  Lord  said :  I  will  remove  Juda  also  from 
before  my  face,  as  I  have  removed  Israel :  and  I  will  cast 
off  this  city  Jerusalem,  which  I  chose,  and  the  house,  of 
which  I  said  :  My  name  shall  be  there. 

28  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josias,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda? 

29  dIn  his  days,  Pharao  Nechao,  king  of  Ec^ypt,  'went 
up  against  the  "king  of  Assyria  to  the  river  Euphrates : 
and  king  Josias  went  to  meet  him  :  and  was  slain  at  Ma- 
geddo,  when  he  had  seen  him. 

30  And  his  servants  carried  him  dead  from  Mageddo  • 
and  they  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  in  his 
own  sepulchre.  And  the  people  of  the  land  took  Joachaz, 
the  son  of  Josias;  and  they  anointed  him,  and  made  him 
king  in  his  fathers  stead. 

31  Joachaz  was  three  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  three  months  in  Jerusalem: 
the  name  ofhis  mother  was  Amital,  the  daughter  of  Jere- 
mias,  of  Lobna.  ^  * 

32  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  according  to  al 

that  his  fathers  had  done. 

33  And  Pharao  Nechao  bound  him  at  Rebla,  which  is 
in  the  land  of  Emath,  that  he  should  not  reign  in  Jerusa- 
lem :  and  he  set  a  fine  upon  the  land,  of  a  hundred  talents 
of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  gold. 

34  And  Pharao  Nechao  made  Eliacim,  the  son  of  Jo- 
sias, king  in  the  room  of  Josias  his  father :  and  turned  his 
name  to  Joakim.  And  he  took  Joachaz  away  and  carried 
him  into  Egypt,  and  he  died  there. 

35  And  Joakim  gave  the  silver  and  the  gold  to  Pharao, 

d  2  Par.  xxxv.  20.— •  A.  M.  3394.  A.  C.  610.—'  2  Par.  xxxvl.  2. 


Ver.  1C.  Spoke.  Sept.  subjoin  some  words,  which  seem  to  be  lost  In  the 
original :  ["when  Jeroboam  was  standing,  cn  the  festival  day,  upon  the  altar. 
And  turning,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  towards  the  tomb  of  the  man  of  God,]  who 
■poke  these  words."  H. — "The  copies  from  which  this  version  was  made,  read- 
differently  from  the  modem  copies,"  and  often  better.  Kennieott,  Diss.  ii. 
p.  335. 

Ver.  18.  Samaria.  It  seems  this  word  has  been  inserted  instead  of  Juda,  as 
It  is  certain  the  prophet  came  thence,  ver.  17,  and  3  Kings  xiii.  32.  C. — 33ut  thus 
both  prophets  would  be  identified.  It  would  rather  appear  that  the  seducing 
prophet,  who  resided  at  Bethel,  is  here  said  to  have  come  out  of  Samaria,  though 
that  place  was  not  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  royal  city  (11.)  till  fifty  years  after- 
wards. C. 

Van.  20.  Slew.  Most  of  the  Israelites  who  had  been  left  (II.)  embraced 
the  true  religion,  after  the  captivity  of  their  brethren,  (C.)  and  adhered  to  the 
kings  of  Juda,  (ver.  15.  H.)  who  had  taken  possession  of  the  whole  country  (D.) 
after  the  fall  of  the  Assyrian  empire  (T.) ;  unless  the  emperors  of  Chaldea  had 
given  it  to  them  as  to  their  vassals.  Sec  ver.  29.  C. 

Ver.  21.    Covenant^  in  Deuteronomy,  chap.  xxii.  8.  M. 

Ter.  22.  No  such,  in  all  respects.  II. — The  number  of  paschal  lambs  was 
certainly  greater  when  all  Israel  was  assembled ;  but  the  other  victims  presented 
bv  Hip  king  and  his  officers  during  the  octave  is  here  noticed,  (3  Par.  xxxv.  7. 
M.)  as  they  are  also  stvled  the  Phase  (H.) ;  and  this  explains  John  xviii.  28.  T. 

Vex.  24.  Spirit.*.'  Lit.  "the  pythons."  Deut.  xviii.  11;  Xum.  xxii.  5.— 
Idols.  Heb.  Teraphim;  Prot.  "images."  Gen.  xxi.  19.—  Unclrannesses.  Ilcb., 
ice.  « idols." 

Ver.  26.  Had  provoked  him.  The  impiety  of  this  king  must  have  been  ex- 
treme, since  his  repentance  did  not  avert  the  scourge.  H. — Besidus,  many  of  the 
people  were  corrupt  at  heart,  though  they  were  afraid  of  showing  it,  as  wo  learn 
from  the  prophet*  Jeremias  and  Sophonias.  God  therefore  withdrew  the  good 
Josias,  who  was  their  bulwaik,  that  they  might  feel  the  effects  of  hi*  just  indig- 
nation. C. 
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Ver.  29.  Nechao,  six  years  (Usher,  A.  3394)  after  he  had  succeeded  hi* 
father  Psam met! elms,  with  whose  ambitious  views  he  was  animated  to  attempt  the 
conquest  of  Asia.  Marsham,  sate  18.  Pharao  pretends  that  God  had  sent  him  to 
attack  the  Assyrians.  2  Par.  xxxv.  21.  But  Josias  thought  he  was  only  imposing 
on  him,  or  speaking  through  fear.  C— Meet  him,  in  order  to  hinder  him  from 
passing  through  his  dominions  without  leave ;  as  this  might  prove  dangerous. 
II.—  Seen  him,  and  fought.  M. — He  received  a  mortal  wound  at  Mageddo,  but 
died  at  Jerusalem.  2  Par.  xxxv.  23;  Joseph,  x.  6.— Mageddo  lay  to  the  south  of 
Cison,  where  Barac  had  fought  before.  Judg.  v.  19.  C. 

Ver.  30.  Sepulchre.  Par.  xxxv.,  in  the  monument  for  mausoleum)  of  his 
fathers.  Such  was  the  end  of  Josias  :  he  fell  gloriously  in  defence  ofhis  country, 
as  he  had  spent  his  life  in  promoting  religion.  God  therefore  withdrew  him  from 
the  sight  of  the  miseries  which  were  shortly  to  fall  on  his  devoted  people.  Chap, 
xxii.  20.  H.— He  was  a  prince  of  a  most  excellent  disposition,  and  receives  the 
highest  encomium,  ver.  25,  and  Eccli.  xlix.  1.  Jeremias  composed  his  funeral 
canticle,  which  was  snng  on  his  anniversary  for  many  years.  2  Par.  xxxv.  24. 
The  mourning  for  this  pious  king  became  proverbial,  and  resembled  that  which 
should  be  made  for  the  Mcssias.  Zac.  xii.  11.  The  life  and  death  of  Josias  pre- 
figured those  of  Jesus  Christ;  who  should  be  long  expected  as  the  restorer  o* 
tha  truo  religion,  the  teacher  of  a  more  excellent  law,  and  the  most  innocent 
victim  for  the  sins  of  the  people.  The  glorious  Phase  under  Josias  was  bat  a 
faint  representation  of  the  eucharistic  sacrifice.  C. 

Ver.  31.  Old.  Eliacim,  his  brother,  was  twenty-five.  H. — Perhaps  Joacha» 
was  esteemed  more  by  the  people,  as  fitter  to  defend  them  against  the  kinjr  o! 
Egypt,  who  had  proceeded  on  his  journey  to  attack  Charchemis  on  the  Euphrates 
C— Having  placed  a  gnrrison  in  it,  he  was  met  by  Joachaa,  and  gained  a  victory 
over  him  at  Rebla,  (H.)  as  Sanctius  gathers  from  Ezcc.  xix.  4.  Hence  he  treateo 
the  captive  king  with  such  severity,  and  sent  him  into  Egypt  to  die  in  chains. 
Jer.  xxii.  11.  Joachas  is  called  Solium  (in  Jer.)  and  Jechonias,  3  Esd.  i.  34. 
C. — He  was  a  lion  only  against  his  own  subjects.  T. 

Ver.  34.    Joakim.    Thus  he  asserted  hi*  dominion  over  lum,  as  Xabucnc- 
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after  he  had  taxed  the  land  for  every  man,  to  contribute 
according  to  the  commandment  of  Pharao :  and  he 
exacted  both  the  silver  ard  the  gold  of  the  people  of  the 
land,  of  every  man  acceding  to  his  ability  :  to  give  to 
Pharao  Nechao.  > 

36  "Joakim  was  live  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign  :  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusa- 
lem :  the  name  of  his  mother  was  Zebida,  the  daughter  of 
Phadaja,  of  Ruma 

37  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord  according  to  all 
that  his  fathers  had  done. 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

TJie  reig?is  of  Joakim,  Joachin,  and  Sedecias. 

[N  his  days  Nabuchodonosor,  king  of  Babylon,  came 
up,  cand  Joakim  became  his  servant  three  years  :  then 
as;ain  he  rebelled  against  him. 

2  And  the  Lord  sent  against  him  the  rovers  of  the 
Chaldees,  and  the  rovers  of  Syria,  and  the  rovers  of  Moab, 
and  the  rovers  of  the  children  of  Amnion  ;  and  he  sent 
them  against  Juda,  to  destroy  it;d  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  spoken  by  his  servants,  the 
prophets. 

3  And  this  came  by  the  word  of  the  Lord  against 
Juda,  to  remove  them  from  before  him  for  all  the  sins  of 
Manasses  which  he  did ; 

4  And  for  the  innocent  blood  that  he  shed,  filling 
Jerusalem  with  innocent  blood:  and  therefore  the  Lord 
would  not  be  appeased. 

5  But  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joakim,  and  all  that  he 
did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  words  of  the 
days  of  the  kings  of  Juda?  and  Joakim  slept  with  his 

fathers:  il^^B         thrulo  in^inx  g         T>wfi>ln  • 

6  And  Joachin,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

7  And  the  king  of  Egypt  came  not  again  any  more  out 
of  his  own  country :  for  the  king  of  Babylon  had  taken 
all  that  had  belonged  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  from  the  river 
of  Egypt,  unto  the  river  Euphrates. 

8  Joachin  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  began  to 

•  3  Par.  xxxvj.      »  A.  M.  3395.  A.  C.  609.— "  A.  M.  3395,  A.  C.  6M.— Supra,  xxlii,  27. 
 •  A.  M.  3403,  A.  C.  399.  

donosor  did  afterwards  over  Matthanias.  Chap.  xxiv.  17  j  Dan.  i.  6.  C. — EJiacira 
means  nearly  the  same  as  Joakim,  "the  Lord's  strength,"  or  "appointment."  M. 

Vbk.  37.  Fathers,  or  ancestors,  not  his  immediate  father  Josias,  ver.  32.  H. 
— Joakim  chose  to  imitate  the  wicked,  and  was  not  deterred  by  the  chastisement 
of  Im  brother.  C. — His  character  was  marked  with  avarice  and  cruelty.  He  slew 
the  prophet  Uria3.  Jer.  xxii.  13,  and  xxvi.  23.  H. — S.  Matthew,  i.  11,  calls  him 
Jechonias.  (31.)  1  Par.  iii.  15. 

CHAP.  XXIV.  Ver.  1.  Days.  At  the  end  of  the  third  year.  Dan.  i.  1 ; 
Jer.  xxv.  1. — Nabuchodonosor,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  (Jer.  ib.,)  being 
assor.ated  in  the  empire  of  his  aged  father  Nabopolassar,  came  up  to  attack  Car- 
chemi»,  (Jer.  xlvi.  1,)  and  the  other  dominions  of  Egypt,  (ver.  7,)  and  their  ally 
or  vassal  Joakim,  He  took  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  and  carried  off  many  of  the 
sacred  vessels  and  captives,  (Dan.  i.  C.)  conducting  the  king  himself  to  prison, 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  set  him  at  liberty,  on  condition  that  he  should  pay 
tribute.  2  Par.  xxxvi.  0.  T. — Joakim  obeyed  for  three  years. — 'Then  again.  Heb. 
"  he  turned  and  rebelled."  This  was  the  first  time,  as  he  had  before  been  subject 
to  Egypt,  and  was  attacked  on  that  account.  He  probably  took  advantage  of  the 
absence  of  Nabuchodonosor,  who  was  gone  with  haste  to  secure  all  the  dominions 
of  his  deceased  father.  In  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign  he  sent  rovers  to  punish 
Joakim.  When  the  latter  had  reigned  near  eleven  years  they  reduced  the  king- 
dom, and  tieatcd  the  king's  corpse  with  the  utmost  indignity.  Jer.  xxii.  19.  T. 

Ver.  2  The  rocers.  Zatruncuhs.  Bands  or  parties  of  men  who  pillaged 
and  plundered  wherever  they  came.  Ch.  Seo  chap.  v.  2,  and  Judg.  xi.  3. 

Ver.  7.  Ecypt,  at  least  from  the  eastern  mouth  of  the  Nile,  at  Damietta,  to 
the  Euphrates.  Nechao  had  conquered  all  those  countries:  out  now  he  was 
driven  into  his  ancient  territories.  After  tome  time  he  attempted  to  relieve  Sede- 
cias, but  was  repulsed  by  Aab*chodonosor,  who  soon  after  took  Jerusalem.  Jer. 
xxxvii.  6.  C. — Again,  during  the  reign  of  Joachin.  D. 

Vbb.  8.  Eighteen.  One  Heb.  MS.  reads  "  thirteen,"  (H.)  or  three  Instead 
of  eight.  Konnicott. — The  number  seems  also  (H.)  to  be  incorrect  in  laral.,  where 
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reign,  "and  he  reigned  three  months  in  Jerusalem:  the 
name  of  his  mother  was  Nohesta,  the  daughter  of  Elna- 
than,  of  Jerusalem. 

9  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  according  to  all 
that  his  father  had  done. 

10  'At  that  time  the  servants  of  Nabuchodonosor,  king 
of  Babylon,  came  up  against  Jerusalem,  and  the  city  was 
surrounded  with  their  forts. 

1 1  And  Nabuchodonosor,  king  of  Babylon,  came  to 
the  city,  with  his  servants,  to  assault  it. 

12  And  Joachin,  king  of  Juda,  went  out  to  the  king  of 
Babylon,  he,  and  his  mother,  and  his  servants,  and  his 
nobles,  and  his  eunuchs :  and  the  king*  of  Babylon  re 
ceived  him  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign. 

13  And  he  brought  out  from  thence  all  the  treasures 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's 
house  :  and  he  cut  in  pieces  all  the  vessels  of  gold  which 
Solomon,  king  of  Israel,  had  made  in  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord.3 

14  And  he  carried  away  all  Jerusalem,  and  all  the 
princes,  and  all  the  valiant  men  of  the  army,  to  the  num- 
ber of  ten  thousand,  into  captivity  :  and  every  artificer 
and  smith  :  and  none  were  left,  but  the  poor  sort  of  the 
people  of  the  land. 

15  hAnd  he  carried  away  Joachin  into  Babylonvand 
the  king's  mother,  and  the  king  s  wives,  and  his  eunuchs  : 
and  the  judges  of  the  land  he  carried  into  captivity,  from 
Jerusalem,  into  Babylon. 

16  And  all  the  strong  men,  seven  thousand,  and  the 
artificers,  and  the  smiths,  a  thousand,  all  that  were  valiant 
men,  and  fit  for  war :  and  the  king  of  Babylon  led  them 
captives  into  Babylon. 

17  'And  he  appointed  Matthanias,  his  uncle,  in  his 
stead :  and  called  his  name  Sedecias. 

18  Sedecias  was  one  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem ' 
the  name  of  his  mother  was  Amital,  the  daughter  of  Jere 
mias,  ofLobna. 

r  Dan.  i.  1.— f  In.  xxx.  6.—*  2  Par.  xxxvi.  10 ;  Esth.  H.  6,  and  xi.4;  Exec.  xviL  IX; 
   Jrr.  xxiv.  1.  uuj  rxx:x.  L — I  Jer.  xxxvii.  1,  and  111.  1.   

we  find  that  Joachin  was  only  eight  years  old,  as  the  Syr.  and  Arab,  have  eighteen 
in  both  places. 

Ver.  9.  Done.  Erechiel,  xix.  5,  and  Jeremias,  xxii.  24,  speak  of  this  king 
under  the  name  of  (H.)  Jechonias.  C. 

Ver.  12.  Went  out.  Josephus  (Bel.  vi.  8)  insinuates,  to  save  the  vessels  of 
the  temple.  C. — Jeremias  had  persuaded  him  to  desist  from  making  resistance. 
T. — Nabuchodonosor  did  not  comply  with  his  promise,  (M.)  but  touk  the  king 
and  all  the  artificers  (ver.  14)  to  Babylon,  that  the  former  mitrht  not  attempt  to 
revenge  the  injuries  dono  to  his  father,  nor  the  lutter  contribute  to  fortify  the 
towns. 

Ver.  13.  A U,  or  a  great  part;  for  some  were  still  left.  1  Esd.  i. —  Wliich, 
or  like  unto  those  which  Solomon  had  made.  The  identical  vessels  had  been 
perhaps  (D.)  plundered.  M. — Nabuchodonosor  took  awuy  the  sacred  vessels  at 
three  different  times :  1.  Under  Joakim.  These  he  pluccd  in  the  temple  of  his  god ; 
and  they  were  afterwards  profaned  by  Baltassar,  and  restored  by  Cyrus.  Dan.  L 
2,  and  v.  2,  and  1  Esd.  i.  7.  2.  Many  he  now  broke  in  pieces.  3.  Under  Sede- 
cias he  took  probably  what  that  prince  had  made.  Chap.  xxv.  13;  Bar.  •  i. — 
Lord,  by  Isaias  (xxxix.  6 ;  sup.  chap.  xx.  1 7 J  and  Jeremias,  xv.  13. 

Ver.  14.  All;  the  chief  men.  Chap.  xxv.  IS.  Ezechiel  and  Mardochetu 
were  in  the  number. — Engraver.  The  first  term  means  a  workman  in  wood, 
stone,  Sec  ;  the  latter  seems  to  designate  a  mason,  smith,  or  garrison-soldier  (C  v* 
or  one  expert  in  making  camps  (Sa.) ;  an  engineer.  T. — S.  Jerom  explains  it  m 
one  who  enchases  jewels  in  gold.  M. 

Ver.  15.  Judges.  Heb.  "the  rams."  Chi.,  "the  grandees."  These  ar* 
not  included  in  the  10,000,  (ver.  14,)  no  more  than  (C.)  the  8000  who  wer* 
taken  from  the  country  (ver.  10.  C);  or  3000  were  taken  from  Jerusalem,  and 
7000  from  other  places.  D. 

Ver.  17.  Uncle,  tho  third  son  of  Josias,  who  was  pfaced  on  the  throne.  H 
— The  eldest,  (M.)  called  Johanan,  seems  to  have  died  in  his  youth.  C. — $ede» 
cias  means  "  the  justice  of  God,"  (T.)  as  Nabuchodonosor  had  adjured  him.  of 
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Chap.  XXV. 

19  And  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord,  according  to  ail 
that  Joakim  had  done. 

20  For  the  Lord  was  angry  against  Jerusalem  and 
against  Juda,  till  he  cast  them  out  from  his  face:  and 
Sedecias  revolted  from  the  king  of  Babylon. 

CHAP.  XXV. 

Jerusalem  is  besieged  and  taken  by  Nabuchodonosor:  Sedecias  is  taken:  (he 
city  and  temple  are  destroyed.  Godolias,  who  is  left  governor,  is  slain, 
foachin  is  exalted  by  Evilmerodoch. 

AND*  it  came  to  pass  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign, 
in  the  tenth  month,  the  tenth  day  of  the  month, 
that  Nabuchodonosor,  king  of  Babylon,  came,  he  and  all 
his  army,  against  Jerusalem :  and  they  surrounded  it : 
and  raised  works  round  about  it. 

2  And  the  city  was  shut  up  and  besieged  tilt  the 
eleventh  year  of  king  Sedecias, 

3  The  ninth  day  of  the  month :  and  a  famine  pre- 
vailed in  the  city,  and  there  was  no  bread  for  the  people 
of  the  land. 

4  And  a  breach  was  made  into  the  city :  and  all  the 
men  of  war  fled  in  the  night  between  the  two  walls  by  the 
kings  garden,  (now  the  Chaldees  besieged  the  city  round 
about,)  and  Sedecias  fled  by  the  way  that  leadeth  to  the 
plains  of  the  wilderness. 

5  And  the  army  of  the  Chaldees  pursued  after  the 
king,  and  overtook  him  in  the  plains  of  Jericho :  and  all 
the  warriors  that  were  with  him  were  scattered,  and  left 
him  : 

6  So  they  took  the  king,  and  brought  him  to  the 
king  of  Babylon,  to  Rablatha,  and  he  gave  judgment 
upon  him. 

7  And  he  slew  the  sons  of  Sedecias  before  his  face, 
and  he  put  out  his  eyes,  and  bound  him  with  chains,  and 
brouglt  him  to  Babylon. 

8  In  the  fifth  month,  the  seventh  day  of  the  month,  the 
same  is  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  came 
Nabuzardan,  commander  of  the  army,  a  servant  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  into  Jerusalem. 

9  bAnd  he  burnt  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  kino-'s 


made  him  swear  by  God  (2  Pap.  xxxvi.  15.  H.) ;  and  thus  insinuated  that,  if 
he  proved  faithless,  he  should  feel  the  effects  of  God's  justice,  as  it  happened.  T. 

CHAP.  XXV.  Ver.  L  Day,  the  30th  of  Jan.,  A.  3414.  Usher.— Some  time 
after,  Nabuchodonosor  left  the  siege,  to  attack  the  Egyptian  (Jer.  xxxvii.  3) ; 
and  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  (H.)  supposing  that  he  would  return  no  more,  took 
back  their  slaves,  whom  Jeremias  had  prevailed  on  them  to  liberate,  according:  to 
the  law,  during  the  sabbatical  year.  Jer.  xxxlv.  8,  Usher.— The  prophet  re- 
proached them  for  it;  and  announced  the  destruction  of  the  city  so  plainly,  that 
he  was  thrown  into  prison.  Jer.  xxi.,  and  xxxir.,  and  xxxviii. — It.  The  Baby- 
lonians had  already  taken  all  the  towns  of  Juda,  except  Azeca  and  Lachis.  Jer. 
xxxiv.  7.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Of  the.  Prot.  supply,  "  fourth  month,"  as  it  is  in  the  parallel  pas- 
*aife,  Jer.  Hi.  6,  And  in  the  fourth  month,  the  ninth  day  of  the  month.  In 
chap,  xxxix.  2,  we  read,  in  the  fourth  month,  the  fifth  day  of  the  month,  the 
ttty  teas  broken  up,  or  a  breach  was  made  in  the  outer  wall.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  days  the  princes  of  Babylon  seized  the  middle  gate ;  and  the  famine  became 
so  intolerable  that,  on  the  ninth,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  abandon  the  city.  H, 

Ver.  0.  Rablatha,  the  Antioch  of  Syria,  fS.  Jer.)  which  was  styled  also 
Epiphania,  (T.)  or  more  probably  Apamea,  where  Nabuchodonosor  was  when 
Jerusalem  was  taken. —  Upon  him,  by  the  advice  of  his  council.  Jer.  xxxix.  3,  13. 
Syr.  w  they  made  him  answer  the  charges  brought  against  hira,"  (C.)  of  ingrati- 
tude and  rebellion,  as  he  had  been  appointed  by  tho  king  of  Babylon,  and  had 
tworn  to  bo  faithful  to  him.  M. 

Ver.  7.  £yes  ;  after  they  had  been  excruciated  by  the  sight  of  his  slaughtered 
tliildren. — Babylon,  where  he  was  honourably  buried,  by  order  of  Nabuchodono- 
lor,  Joseph,  x.  11. 

Vkr.  Seventh.  Jereraias  (lii.  12)  mentions  tho  tenth;  on  which  dar 
Vabuzardai  probablv  arrived,  or  begun  to  put  his  orders  in  execution.    Yet  the 


Chap.  XXV. 

house,  and  the  houses  of  Jerusalem,  and  every  great  house 
he  burnt  with  fire. 

10  And  all  the  army  of  the  Chaldees,  which  was  with 
the  commander  of  the  troops,  broke  down  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  round  about. 

1 1  And  Nabuzardan,  the  commander  of  the  army,  car- 
ried away  the  rest  of  the  people,  that  remained  in  the  city, 
and  the  fugitives,  that  had  gone  over  to  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon, and  the  remnant  of  the  common  people. 

12  But  of  the  poor  of  the  land  he  left  some  dressers  of 
vines  and  husbandmen. 

13  cAnd  the  pillars  of  brass  that  were  in  the  temple  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  bases,  and  the  sea  of  brass,  which  was 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  the  Chaldees  broke  in  pieces, 
and  carried  all  the  brass  of  them  to  Babylon. 

14  They  took  away  also  the  pots  of  brass,  and  the 
mazers,  and  the  forks,  and  the  cups,  and  the  mortars,  and 
all  the  vessels  of  brass,  with  which  they  ministered. 

15  Moreover  also  the  censers,  and  the  bowls,  such  as 
were  of  gold  in  gold  :  and  such  as  were  of  silver  in  silver, 
the  general  of  the  army  took  away. 

16  That  is,  two  pillars,  one  sea,  and  the  bases  which 
Solomon  had  made  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  the 
brass  of  all  these  vessels  was  without  weight. 

17  d0ne  pillar  was  eighteen  cubits  high  :  and  ths 
chapiter  of  brass,  which  was  upon  it,  was  three  cubits 
high  :  and  the  net-work,  and  the  pomegranates  that  were 
upon  the  chapiter  of  the  pillar,  were  all  of  brass :  and  the 
second  pillar  had  the  like  adorning. 

18  And  the  general  of  the  army  took  Saraias,  the  chief 
priest,  and  Sophonias,  the  second  priest,  and  three  door-  ! 
keepers: 

19  And  out  of  the  city  one  eunuch,  who  was  captain 
over  the  men  of  war :  and  five  men  of  them  who  had 
stood  before  the  king,  whom  he  found  in  the  city,  and 
Sopher,  the  captain  of  the  army,  who  exercised  the  young 
soldiers  of  the  people  of  the  land  :  and  threescore  men  of 
the  common  people,  who  were  found  in  the  city : 

20  These  Nabuzardan,  the  general  of  the  army,  took 

•  Jer.  xxvii.  19.— *  3  Kings  vii.  15 ;  2  Par.  iii.  15 ;  Jer.  HI.  21. 

Jews  keep  the  Dinth  as  an  annual  fast.  Zac.  vii.  3,  and  viii.  19.  The  temple  was 
destroyed  on  Saturday,  27th  August,  A.  341G,  (Usher,)  after  it  had  stood  424 
years,  3  months,  and  8  days.  C. 

Ver.  9.  Great.  This" word  is  supplied  from  Jer.  lii.  13,  and  Heb.  "great 
man's  house"  Prot.  But  Jer.  xxxix.  8,  wc  read,  they  burnt  the  houses  of  the 
people,  (H.)  even  the  meanest,  destroyed  the  walls,  and  took  the  people  to  liaby- 
lon,  only  leaving  some  countrymen  to  cultivate  the  land.  Jercmias  was  set  at 
liberty  by  Nabuzardan,  (ib.  11,)  and  chose  to  continue  with  this  remnant  of  the 
people,  for  their  comfort  and  direction.  H. — They  applied  to  him  to  know  whe- 
ther they  should  retire  into  Egypt;  and  after  ten  days  ho  gave  them  God'i 
injunction  to  the  contrary;  but  they  despised  it.  Jer.  xlii.  7,  and  xliii.  1.  The 
prophet  and  his  secretary,  Baruch,  followed  them  into  Egypt.  Thus  was  tha 
country  abandoned,  and  the  monarchy  at  an  end,  after  it  had  subsisted  468  years 
from  the  commencement  of  David's  reign.  C. — Yet  some  little  power  remained  in 
the  family  of  David,  even  at  Babylou  (ver.  27) ;  and  the  Jewish  affairs  were  re- 
established alter  the  captivity,  though  not  in  such  splendour  as  formerly,  nor 
always  under  princes  of  the  same  royal  family.  H. 

Veh.  18.  Saraias,  father  of  E-Miras,  and  of  Josedeck,  who  succeeded  ha  the 
Pontificate.  1  Esd.  vii.  1,  and  1  Par.  vi.  14.  T.— Keepers  These  seem  to 
have  concealed  themselves  in  the  temple.  M. — They  were  punished,  as  the  coun- 
sellors of  Sedecias,  by  being  beheaded  or  crucified.  Lam.  v.  12.  T. 

Ver.  19.  Eunuch.  Prot.  "  officer."  H. — Five.  Arab,  and  Jeremias,  iii.  2^ 
read  seven,  as  two  were  probably  discovered  afterwards,  (C.)  oi  had  fled.  D.— 
These  were  chief  officers.— Sopher.  Sept.  "  and  the  secretary  of  the  general." 
Syr.  "  the  secretary  and  chiefs  of  the  armies."  C. — Prot.  "  the  principal  scribe." 
H-— It  is  not  clear  whether  the  general  had  this  title  of  sopher,  "scribe,"  him- 
self; or  it  rather  designates  his  secretary,  or  scribe.  Judg.  viii.  14.  C— Many 
date  the  seventy  years'  captivity  from  the  last  vcar  of  Joachin.  D. 

425 


IV.  KINGS. 


«  A.  M.  34H.  A.  C.  590.  Jer.  xxiix.  4.  and  lii.  4.— »»  PsaL  lxxiiL  7.  A.  M.  3116,  A.  C.  5=5. 
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IV.  KINGS. 


Chap.  XXV. 


away,  and  carried  them  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  to  Rab- 
latha. 

21  And  the  king  of  Babylon  smote  them,  and  slew 
them  at  Rablatha,  in  the  land  of  Emath :  so  Juda  was 
carri 3d  away  out  of  their  land. 

22  "But  over  the  people  that  remained  in  the  land  of 
Juda,  which  Nabuchodonosor,  king  of  Babylon,  had  left, 
he  gave  the  government  to  Godolias,  the  son  of  Ahicam, 

the  son  of  Saphan. 

23  And  when  all  the  captains  of  the  soldiers  had  heard 
this,  they  and  the  men  that  were  with  them ;  to  wit,  that 
the  king  of  Babylon  had  made  Godolias  governor;  they 
came  to  Godolias  to  Maspha,  Ismael,  the  son  of  Nathanias, 
andJohanan,  the  son  of  Caree,  and  Saraia,  the  son  of 
Thanehumeth,  the  Netophathite,  and  Jezonias,  the  son  of 

Maachathi,  they  and  their  men. 

24  And  Godolias  swore  to  them  and  to  their  men, 
saying :  Be  not  afraid  to  serve  the  Chaldees  :  stay  in  the 
land,  and  serve  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  it  shall  be  well 

with  you. 

25  But  it  came  to  pass  in  the  seventh  month,  bthat 


•  A.  M.  U16.— b  A.  M.  3117,  A.  C.  59". 


Ver.  22.  Godolias.  The  Rabbins  say  that  he  had  gone  over  to  tLd  Chal- 
dees; Jeremias  (xxxviii.  2,  17)  had  advised  all  to  do  so,  and  Godolias  was  of  an 

 i_i  a:  Hut  flnA  ruir  eiiffi>i>  hitn  Wl  rdllppt  thft  rPTTl- 


Vek.  27.  Txcentieth.  Jeremias  (lii.  31)  says  the  -25th,  mixta  Nabuchodo- 
nosor was  buried  and  (D.)  the  decree  was  made,  though  it  was  not  put  in  execu- 
tion till  two  days  later.  C— Evilmerodach,  whose  proper  name  was  liultasser, 
(Dan.  t.  L  T.J  or  the  latter  was  his  son.  The  Jews  say  that  he  had  been  con- 
fined in  prison  with  Joachin,  because  he  had  not  administered  the  kingdom  well, 
daring  the  seven  years'  illness  of  his  father,  Nabuchodonosor. 


Ismael,  the  son  of  Nathanias,  the  son  of  Elisama,  of  the 
seed  royal,  came,  and  ten  men  with  him,  and  smote  Go- 
dolias ;  so  that  he  died  :  and  also  the  Jews  and  the  Chal- 
dees that  were  with  him  in  Maspha. 

26  And  all  the  people,  both  little  and  great,  and  the 
captains  of  the  soldiers,  rising  up,  went  to  Egypt,  fearing 
the  Chaldees. 

27  cAnd  it  came  to  pass  in  the  dseven  and  thirtieth 
year  of  the  captivity  of  Joachin,  king  of  Juda,  in  the 
twelfth  month,  the  seven  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month  : 
Evilmerodach,  king  of  Babylon,  in  the  year  that  he  began 
to  reign,  lifted  up  the  head  of  Joachin,  king  of  Juda,  out 
of  prison.  * 

28  And  he  spoke  kindly  to  him  :  and  he  set  his  throne 
above  the  throne  of  the  kings  that  were  with  him  in  Babylon. 

29  And  he  changed  his  garments  which  he  had  in, 
prison,  and  he  ate  bread  always  before  him,  all  the  days  of 

Lis  life.  *   •  '"' 

30  And  he  appointed  him  a  continual  allowance,  which 

was  also  given  him  by  the  king,  day  by  day,  all  the  days 

of  his  life.  .  -55 

e  Jer.  lii.  31.— *  A.  M.  3442,  A.  C.  5G2. 


Ver.  28.  Kings,  who  had  been  made  captives.  Adonibczec  had  seventy. 
Judg.  i.  7-  The  prosperity  of  Joachin  does  not  seem  to  have  been  of  long  con- 
tinuance, as  his  benefactor  "did  not  reign  above  two  (ver.  27)  or  three  years.  Dan. 
viii.  1. 

Vek.  30.  His  life,  may  be  referred  to  Evilmerodach,  unless  Joachin  was  in- 
volved in  his  disgrace,  and  perished  at  the  same  time.  C- — He  received  all  that 
was  necessary  to  support  his  household,  daily.  Grotius. — In  Jer.  lii.  34,  until  the 
dap  of  his  death,  seems  to  be  an  useless  "tautology,"  which  is  omitted  here,  and 
in  "our  oldest  MS."  says  Kennicott;  who  observes  that  whoever  will  compare 
these  passages,  "will  find  many  variations,  and  some  corruptions."  But  most  of 
them  may  be  easily  explained,  ver.  3,  8,  27,  Sec  H. 


THE 


FIRST  BOOK  OF  PARALIPOMENON. 


These  Books  are  called  by  the  Greek  Interpreters  Pahalipombnoh  (UapaXttrrouivuv)  ;  that  is,  of  things  left  out,  or  omitted ;  because  they  are  a  kind  of  supple- 
ment of  such  things  as  were  passed  over  in  the  Books  of  Kings.  The  Hebrews  call  them,  Dibre  Hajamin  ;  that  is,  The  words  of  the  days,  or  Jta  ChromcUs. 
Not  that  thev  arc  the  books  which  are  so  often  quoted  in  the  Kings,  under  the  title  of  The  Words  of  the  days  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  and  of  the  kmgs  of  Juda; 
for  the  Books  of  Paralipomenon  were  written  after  the  Books  of  Kings;  but  because,  in  all  probability,  they  have  been  abridged  from  those  ancient  words  oj  the 
days  bv  Esdras,  or  some  other  sacred  author.  Ch.— The  author  of  this  compilation  refers  to  tho  same  works,  2  Par.  XtL  11,  ice.  These  journals  were  principally 
composed  by  prophets,  though  there  were  other  people  appointed  to  write  the  most  important  occurrences.  2  Kings  viii.  16;  4  Kings  xviii.  18.  The  genealogies  of 
families-  particularly  of  the  Levites,  and  the  Interests  of  piety  and  religion,  are  kept  most  in  view.  C— The  variations  which  appear  between  this  work  and  tho 
other  Tarts  of  Scripture,  are  owing  to  the  faults  of  transcribers ;  and  though  they  could  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  it  would  be  rashness  to  condemn  the  author 
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works.  C.  The  first  nine  chapters  contain  various  genealogical  histories.    In  the  tenth  we  have  the  election  and  death  of  Saul ;  and  in  the  remainder  ot  tue  nrst 

book  the  transactions  of  David,  (W. )  till  the  year  2990,  where  the  second  book  commences  with  the  reign  of  Solomon,  and  brings  us  to  the  end  of  the  captivity, 


A.  M.  34G3.  C. 


CHAPTER  I. 


77ie  genealogy  of  the  patriarchs  down  to  Abraham :  the  posterity  of  AbraJiam 

and  of  Esau. 

ADAM,  *Seth,  Enos, 
2  Cainan,  Malaleel,  .Tared, 


»  Gen.  ii.  7,  and  iv.  25,  and  v.  6,  9. 


CHAP.  I.  Ver.  L    Seth.    The  posterity  of  Cain  is  neglected,  as  it  all  perished 

in  the  deluge.  C.  *■"<«*>■ 
Ver.  4-    -Voe  begot  Son,  Cham,  and  Japheth  (H.)  See  Gen.  j 
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The  author 


3  Henoc,  Mathusale,  Lamecli, 

4  Noe,  Sem,  Cham,  and  Japheth. 

5  The  sons  of  Japheth :  Gomer,  and  Magog,  Madai. 
and  Javan,  Thubal,  Mosoch,  and  Thiras. 

6  And  the  sons  of  Gomer :  Ascenez,  and  Riphath.  and 


Thogorma. 


passes  lightly  over  some  of  the  descendants,  of  the  two  latter,  as  be  had  Oavid's 
genealogy  principally  in  view. 

Ver.  6.    Riphath.    Heb.  begins  with  D.  C— But  the  Prot.  correct  it  CEU 
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I.  PARAL1P0MEN0N 


Chap.  1. 


7  And  the  sons  of  Javan :  Elisa  and  Th  irsis,  Cethim 
and  Dodanim. 

8  The  sons  of  Cham :  Chus,  and  Mesraim,  and  Phut, 
and  Chanaan. 

9  And  the  sons  of  Chus:  Saba,  and  Hevila,  Sabatha, 
and  Regma,  and  Sebathaca.  And  the  sons  of  Regma : 
Saba,  and  Dadan. 

10  Now  Chus  begot  *Nemrod  :  he  began  to  be  mighty 
upon  earth. 

1 1  But  Mesraim  begot  Ludinx.  and  Anamim,  and 
Laabim,  and  Nepthuim, 

12  Phetrusim  also,  and  Casluim:  from  whom  came 
the  Philistines  and  Caphtorim. 

13  And  Chanaan  begot  Sidon,  his  first-born;  and  the 
Hethite, 

14  And  the  Jebusite,  and  the  Amorrhite,  and  the 
Gergesite, 

15  And  the  Hevite,  and  the  Aracite,  and  the  Sinite; 

16  And  the  Aradian,  and  the  Samarite,  and  Hamathite. 

17  The  sons  of  Sem :  bElam,  and  Assur,  and  Ar- 
phaxad, and  Lud,  and  Aram,  and  Hus,  and  Hul,  and 
Gether,  and  Mosoch. 

18  And  Arphaxad  begot  Sale,  and  Sale  begot  Heber. 

19  And  to  Heber  were  born  two  sons :  the  name  of 
the  one  was  Phaleg,  because  in  his  days  the  earth  was 
divided ;  and  the  name  of  his  brother  was  Jectan. 

20  And  Jectan  begot  Elmodad,  and  Saleph,  and  Asur- 
moth,  and  Jare, 

21  And  Adoram,  and  Huzal,  and  Decla, 

22  And  Hebal,  and  Abimael,  and  Saba, 

23  And  Ophir,  and  Hevila,  and  Jobab.  All  these  are 
the  sons  of  Jectan. 

24  Sem,  Arphaxad,  Sale, 

25  Heber,  Phaleg,  Ragau, 

26  Serug,  Nachor,  Thare, 

27  Abram,  cthis  is  Abraham. 

28  And  the  sons  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Ismahel. 

29  And  these  are  the  generations  of  them.  The  first- 
oorn  of  d  Ismahel,  Nabaioth;  then  Cedar,  ana  Adbeel, 
and  jYIabsam, 

30  And  Masma,  and  Duma,  Massa,  Hadad,  and  Thema, 

3 1  Jetur,  NaphiSj  Cedma :  these  are  the  sons  of 
Ismahel. 


•  Gen.  x.  S.— h  Gen.  x.  22,  and  xL  10.— «  Gen.  xi  24.— *  Gen.  xxr.  13. 


according  to  the  Book  of  Genesis  and  the  Sept.  The  two  letters  are  very  much 
alike. 

Vbh.  10.  Earth,  first  establishing  the  innnarchy  of  Babylon,  and  building  the 
castle.  1). 

Ver.  18.  Sale.  The  Rora.  Sept.  omits  ver.  11  to  17,  and  ver.  18  to  24,  having 
only,  (17)  "The  son*  of  Sem,  Ailam  und  A*snr;  (24)  and  Arphaxad,  Sala."  H. — 
Bat  the  other  copies  here  insert  Cainan,  as  the  father  of  Sale.  See  Gen.  x.  24.  C. 
— It  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt  whether  he  ought  not  to  be  inserted.  Luke 
Ui.  II. 

Ver.  32.  Concubine.  She  was  his  lawful  wife,  but  of  an  inferior  degree :  and 
inch  were  called  concubines.  Ch. — She  has  the  title  of  wife,  Gen.  xxv.  1. 

Ver.  36.  And  by.  This  serves  to  explain  the  difficulty;  as  Thainna  would 
otherwise  seem  to  be  a  daughter  of  Eliphaz,  though  we  know  she  was  his  con- 
cubine. Gea.  xxxvi.  12.  H. — The  Heb.,  lEom.  Sept.,  Syr.,  and  Latin,  suppose 
that  Thamna  was  the  brother  of  Atnalec ;  but  the  Alex.  Sept-  has,  11  Now  Thamna, 
the  concubine  of  Eliphaz,  bore  Amalec."  Arab.  "And  Thamna,  who  was  the  con- 
cubine of  Eliphaz.  the  sou  of  Esau,  bore  him  Amalec,"  which  seems  to  be  the 
true  reading.  Kennicott. 

Ver.  38.  Scir,  not  Esau,  but  the  Ilonite,  (Gen.  xxxvi.  20.  M.)  which  is 
trtded  in  order  to  explain  the  origin  of  Thamna.  D. 

t*ER.  40.    Dison.    \\  s  must  add  Oolibama.  Gen.  xxxvi.  25. 

**er.  41.    Hainram.    In  Gen.  Uaandan.    Two  letters  have  been  mistake 


32  And  the  sons  of  Cetura,  Abrahams  concubine, 
whom  she  bore:  Zamran,  Jecsan,  Matlan,  Madian,  Jes- 
boc,  and  Sue.  And  the  sons  of  Jecsan,  Saba,  and  Dadan. 
And  the  sons  of  Dadan :  Assurim,  and  Latussim,  and 
Laomim. 

33  And  the  sons  eof  Madian :  Epha,  and  Epher,  and 
Henoch,  and  Abida,  and  Eldaa.  All  these  are  the  sons  oi 
Cetura. 

34  'And  Abraham  begot  Isaac :  and  his  sons  wer/i 
Esau  and  Israel. 

35  The  sons  of 8 Esau :  Eliphaz,  Rahuel,  Jehus,  Ihelom, 
and  Core. 

36  The  sons  of  Eliphaz :  Theman,  Omar,  Sephi, 
Gathan,  Cenez,  and  by  Thamna,  Amalec. 

37'  The  sons  of  Rahuel :  Nahath,  Zara,  Samma,  Meza. 

38  The  sons  of  Seir:  Lotan,  Sobal,  Sebeon,  Ana, 
Dison,  Eser,  Disan. 

39  The  sons  of  Lotan  :  Hori,  Homam.  And  the  sister 
of  Lotan  was  Thamna. 

40  The  sons  of  Sobal :  Alian,  and  Manahath,  and 
Ebal,  Sephi,  and  Onani.  The  sons  of  Sebeon  ;  Aia  and 
Ana.    Thesonsof  Ana  :  Dison. 

41  The  sons  of  Dison:  Hamram,  and  Eseban,  and 
Jcthran,  and  Charan. 

42  The  sons  of  Eser :  Balaan,  and  Zavan,  and  Jacan. 
The  sons  of  Disan  :  Hus  and  Aran. 

43  Now  these  are  the  kings  that  reigned  in  the  land  of 
Edom,  before  there  was  a  king  over  the  children  of  Israel ! 
Bale,  the  son  of  Beor :  and  the  name  of  his  city  was 
Denaba. 

44  And  Bale  died,  and  Jobab,  the  son  of  Zare,  ot 
Bosra,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

45  And  when  Jobab  also  was  dead,  Husam,  of  the 
land  of  the  Themanites,  reigned  in  his  stead, 

46  And  Husam  also  died,  and  Adad,  the  son  of  Badad, 
reigned  in  his  stead;  and  he  defeated  the  Madianites,  in 
the  land  of  Moab  :  and  the  name  of  his  city  was  Avith. 

47  And  when  Adad  also  was  dead,  Semla,  of  Masreca, 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

48  Semla  also  died,  and  Saul,  of  Rohoboth,  which  is 
near  the  river,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

49  And  when  Saul  was  dead,  Balanan,  the  son  of 
Achobor,  reigned  in  his  stead. 

•  GtD.  xxv.  4.— *  Gen-  xxv.  19.—*  Gen.  xxxvi,  10. 


since  the  Chaldee  characters  have  been  adopted.  C. — On  this  occasion  we  may 
briefly  remark,  1*  The  mo&t  learned  fathers  have  admitted  such  mistakes  in 
Scripture :  yet  these  are  not  to  be  corrected  by  each  one's  private  judgment,  bat 
we  must  all  abide  by  the  determination  of  the  Church,  which  is  plainly  appointed 
for  our  guide  in  the  Infallible  word  of  God.  2.  To  obviate  the  objections  of 
infidels  respecting  the  apparent  contradictions  of  Scripture,  particularly  in  these 
books,  we  must  observe  that  many  people  and  places  had  different  names  ;  3.  And 
those  who  had  the  same  were  really  distinct.  4.  Frequently  also  grandchildren, 
and  those  who  have  been  adopted,  are  mentioned  us  the  immediate  offspring.  6. 
Some  mysterious  number*  are  specified,  as  fourteen  in  tho  genealogy  of  Christ 
though  the  history  allows  more.  G.  Odd  numbers  are  sometimes  neglected.  7 
Often  a  part  is  put  for  the  whole,  or  on  the  contrary;  as  Christ  is  said  to  haie 
been  dead  three  days,  though  he  was  only  one  whole  day  and  part  of  two  others : 
and  in  the  reigns  of  different  kings,  in  the  fame  year,  the  different  parts  are 
aligned  to  each  as  u  whole  year,  8.  Sometimes  two  reigned  together,  as  Joathaa 
ruled  while  Ozias  was  still  living,  (A  Kings  xv.,)  and  so  both  reigns  are  sometimes 
counted,  and  at  other  times  their  respective  years.  9.  The  interregnums  aie 
eithar  omitted  in  calculations,  or  added  to  the  years  of  tho  next  ruler.  Some  of 
these  rules  may  be  applied  to  moit  of  the  scriptural  difficulties,  as  the  Spirit  of 
God  could  not  dictate  any  falsehood.  H. 

Vee.  48,  River.  Euphrates  is  commonly  so  designated*  See  Gen.  x.  11.  C*— 
Paguin  translates,  w  from  the  river  Rohoboth-'*  D. 
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Chap.  II. 


I.  P ARALIPO  M  ENON . 


50  He  also  died,  and  Adad  reigned  in  his  stead :  and 
the  name  of  his  city  was  Phau,  and  his  wife  was  called 
Meetabel,  the  daughter  of  Matred,  the  daughter  of 
Mezaab.  , 

51  And  after  the  death  of  Adad,  there  began  to  be 
dukes  in  Edom,  instead  of  kings :  duke  Thamna,  duke 
Alva,  duke  Jetheth, 

52  Duke  Oolibama,  duke  Ela,  duke  Phinon, 

53  Duke  Cenez,  duke  Theman,  duke  Mabsar, 

54  Duke  Magdiel,  duke  Hiram.  These  are  the  dukes 
of  Edom. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  twelve  sons  of  Israel.    The  genealogy  of  Juda,  down  to  David.  Otfier 

genealogies  of  the  tribe  of  Juda. 

AND  *these  are  the  sons  of  Israel:  Ruben,  Simeon, 
Levi,  Juda,  Issachar,  and  Zabulon, 

2  Dan,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Nephtali,  Gad,  and  Aser. 

3  The  sons  of  bJuda :  Her,  Onan  and  Sela.  These 
three  were  born  to  him  of  the  Chanaanitess,  the  daughter 
of  Sue.  And  Her,  the  first-born  of  Juda,  was  wicked  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  he  slew  him. 

4  cAnd  Thamar,  his  daughter-in  law,  bore  him  Phares 
and  Zara.    So  all  the  sons  of  Juda,  were  five. 

5  And  the  sons  of  Phares,  were  Hesron  and  Hamul. 

6  And  the  sons  also  of  Zara  :  Zamri,  and  Ethan,  and 
Eman,  and  Chalchal,  and  Dara,  five  in  all. 

7  And  the  sons  of  dCharmi:  Achar,  who  troubled 
Israel,  and  sinned  by  the  theft  of  the  anathema. 

8  The  son  of  Ethan  :  Azarias. 

9  And  the  sons  of  'Hesron  that  were  born  to  him: 
Jerameel,  and  Ram,  and  Calubi. 

10  And  Ram  begot  Aminadab;  and  Aminadab  begot 
Nahasson,  prince  of  the  children  of  Juda. 

1 1  And  Nahasson  begot  Salma,  the  father  of  Booz. 

12  And  Booz  begot  Obed,  and  Obed  begot  Isai. 

13  And  Isai  begot  rEliab,  his  first-born,  the  second, 
Abinadab,  the  third  Simmaa; 

14  The  fourth,  NathanaeL  the  fifth,  Raddai, 

15  The  sixth,  Asom,  the  seventh,  David. 

■  Gen.  xxlx.  32.  and  xxx.  5.  and  ixxt.  22.— s  Gen.  ixxvtti.  3,  and  xlvL  11. 

Veb.  50.  Mezaab.  It  is  unusual  for  the  Scripture  to  mark  so  particularly 
the  genealogy  of  a  woman.  We  might  translate  the  Heb.  "a  native,  or  who  was 
a  native  of  Mezaab,"  which  is  probably  the  same  with  Dizahab,  "  abundance  of 
guld."  Deut.  i.  1. 

Ver.  51.  Kings.  Heb.  "Adad  also  died,  and  the  dukes  of  Edom  were  duke 
Thamna,"  fro.  H. — This,  and  the  following  names,  designate  the  place  of  their 
residence.  M. 

C1IAP.  II.  Ver.  3.  Aser.  They  are  not  placed  in  the  order  of  their  birth.  H. 
Ver.  3.    Her.    The  crime  for  which  he  was  punished  is  not  specified  iu 
dTipiure.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Achar,  alias  Achau,  (Josue  vii.  Ch.)  which  was  his  real  name,  as 
Che  former  was  given  him  (C.)  in  consequence  of  his  having  "troubled"  Israel. 
D-— One  letter  may  have  been  mistaken.  W. — It  may  seem  more  probable  that 
Achar,  which  appears  invarian.y  in  the  Vat.  Sept.  and  Syriac,  is  the  proper  name. 
Kennicott.— Anathema,  the  thing  devoted  or  accursed,  viz.  the  spoils  of  Jeri- 
cho. Ch. 

Ver.  10.  Ram.  Ho  is  commonly  called  Aram.  But  it  is  to  be  observed 
here,  once  for  all,  that  it  was  a  common  thing  among  the  Hebrews  for  the  same 
person  to  have  different  names :  and  that  it  is  not  impossible  among  so  many 
proper  names,  as  here  occur  in  the  first  nine  chapters  of  this  book,  that  the 
transcribers  of  the  ancient  Hebrew  copies  may  have  made  some  slips  in  the  ortho- 
graphy. Ch. — Jwla.  Probably  the  first,  appointed  by  Moses  in  the  desert.  iNum. 
i.  1,  and  vii.  12. 

Ver.  11.  Salma.  Sept.  have  "  Salmon,"  as  it  is  written  Ruth  iv.  20 ;  Matt.  1.  4. 

Ver.  15.    Sevrnth.    Syriac  and  Arab,  add,  "  Eliu,  (chap,  zxvii.  18,)  and  the 
eighth,  David."  It  appears,  in  effect,  that  Isai  had  eight  sons,  and  that  David  was 
the  youngest.  1  Kings  s  d.  10,  and  xvii.  12.  D. — The  Scripture  does  not  always 
jperify  the  full  number  ibuL 
428 


16  And  their  sisters  were  Sarvia,  and  Abigail.  The 
sons  of  Sarvia  :  Abisai,  Joab,  and  Asael ;  three. 

17  And  Abigail  bore  Amasa,  whose  father  was  Jether 
the  Ismahelite.  , 

18  And  Caleb,  the  son  of  Hesron,  took  a  wife  named 
Azuba,  of  whom  he  had  Jerioth :  And  her  sons  were, 
Jaser,  and  Sobab,  and  Ardon. 

19  And  when  Azuba  was  dead,  Caleb  took  to  wife 
Ephrata;  who  bore  him  Hur. 

20  And  Hur  begot  Uri,  and  Uri  begot  Bezeleel. 

21  And  afterwards  Hesron  went  in  to  the  daughter  of 
Machir,  the  father  of  Galaad,  and  took  her  to  wife,  when 
he  was  threescore  vears  old  :  And  she  bore  him  Segub. 

22  And  Segub  begot  Jair,  and  he  had  three  and 
twentv  cities  iu  the  land  of  Galaad. 

23  And  he  took  Gessur,  and  Aram,  the  towns  of  Jair, 
and  Canath,  and  the  villages  thereof,  threescore  cities. 
All  these  are  the  sons  of  Machir,  father  to  Galaad. 

24  And  when  Hesron  was  dead,  Caleb  went  in  to 
Ephrata.  Hesron  also  had  to  wife  Abia,  who  bore  him 
Ashur,  the  father  of  Thecua. 

25  And  the  sons  of  Jerameel,  the  first-born  of  Hesron 
were  Ram,  his  first-born,  and  Buna,  and  Aram,  and 
Asom,  and  Achia. 

26  And  Jerameel  married  another  wife,  named  Atara, 
who  was  the  mother  of  Onam. 

27  And  the  sons  of  Ram,  the  first-born  of  Jerameel, 
were  Moos,  Jamin,  and  Achar. 

28  And  Onum  had  sons,  Semei,  and  Jada.  And  the 
sons  of  Semei :  Nadab  and  Abisur. 

29  And  the  name  of  Abisurs  wife  was  Abihail,  who 
bore  him  Ahobban,  and  Molid. 

30  And  the  sons  of  Nadab  were  Saled,  and  Apphaim. 
And  Saled  died  without  children. 

31  But  the  son  of  Apphaim  was  Jesi :  and  Jesi  begot 
Sesan.    And  Sesan  begot  Oholai. 

32  And  the  sons  of  Jada,  the  brother  of  Semei,  were 
Jether,  and  Jonathan.  And  Jether  also  died  without 
children.  , 

'  Infra,  lv.  1 ;  ilatL  1.  S.—i  Jos.  Tit.  l.r— •  Ruth  iv.  19.— *  1  Kings  xvL  6,  S,  9,  Mid  xvii.  U 

Ver.  17-  Itmtikelite,  or  more  correctly,  "Jetbra,  of  Jezrahel"  (2  Kings 
xvii.  25)  ;  though  the  Heb.  and  Sept.  in  that  place  read  "  Israelite/'  which  would 
be  a  trifling  remark ;  and  it  is  improbable  that  Isai  would  give  his  daughter  to  a 
descendant  of  Ismahel.  C. — The  person  might,  however,  have  resided  among 

them.  D. 

Ver.  18.  Caleb,  alias  Calubi,  ver.  9.  Ch.  W  — Ire  is  different  from  Caleb,  tht 
sou  of  Jephone.—  Took,  kc.  Heb.  "  begot  Azuba,  Ischa,  and  Jerioth or  rather 
with  the  Sept.  "took  to  wife  Gazuba  mid  Jerioth."  C. — Syr.  and  Arab.  "Caleb 
had  Jerioth  by  his  wife  Azuba."  We  know  that  the  latter  was  his  wife,  (yer.  19,) 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  true  reading.  As  ath  signifies  "of  or  from,"  (Noldlus,) 
the  Heb.  only  requires  a  small  correction.  A*  it  stands  at  present,  it  mean*, 
"Caleb  begot  Azuba,  a  woman,  (or  wife,)  and  Jerioth."  Prot.  supply  "begat 
children  of  Azuba,  his  wife,  and  of  Jerioth."  Kennicott. 

Ver.  20.    Bezeleel,  here  mentioned,  was  of  the  family  of  Hesron.  C 

Ver.  21.  Machir,  grandson  of  Joseph,  whose  descendants  occupied  part  ol 
Galaad,  (H.)  of  which  he  is  styled  the  father,  or  prince.  M. — The  daughter  at 
Machir  was  probably  an  heiress,  and  Segub  dwelt  with  his  mother's  tribe.  C. 

Ver.  23.  Aram.  Prot.  add  "  with  the  towns  of  Jair  from  them."  the  forrxer 
possessors  (H.)  ;  or  Gessur  assisted  Aram  (Syria)  in  attacking  Israel,  4  Kings  x. 
32.  C.—AU  these  villages.  Prot.  supply  "  belonged  to  the  sons."  Sept.  "  icert 
of  the  sons."  All  these  were  dependencies  of  Machir,  "prince"  of  Galaad;  in 
which  sense  fatfter  is  taken,  ver.  24.  M. — Sons  often  demote  nephews,  ic.  vT. 

Ver.  24.  Hesron.  Perhaps  it  ought  to  bo  Azuba,  ver.  10.  Heb.  "and  aftoi 
Hesron  was  dead,  in  Caleb- ephrata,  then  Abia,  the  wife  of  Hesron,  bore  him  ■ 
(posthumous)  son,  Ashur,  the  father  of  those  who  dwelt  at  Thecua. 

Veb.  26.  And  is  not  in  Heb. — Achia,  which  may  also  signify  "  her  eister." 
SepL  "  brother."  Others  take  (C.)  Achia  to  be  the  fir*t  wife  of  Jerawel 
Jan. 
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Chap.  11. 


L  PARALiPOMENON. 


Chap.  Hi. 


I 


33  But  Jonathan  begot  Phaleth,  and  Ziza.  These 
were  the  sons  of  Jerameel. 

34  And  Sesan  had  no  sons,  but  daughters:  and  a 
servant,  an  Egyptian,  named  Jeraa. 

35  And  he  gave  him  his  daughter  to  wife :  and  she 
hore  him  Ethei. 

36  And  Ethei  begot  Nathan,  and  Nathan  begot  Zabad, 

37  And  Zabad  begot  Ophlal,  and  Ophlal  begot  Obed, 

38  Obed  begot  Jehu,  and  Jehu  begot  Azarias. 

39  Azarias  begot  Helles,  and  Helles  begot  Elasa, 

40  Elasa  begot  Sisamoi.  Sisamoi  begot  Sellum, 

41  Sellum  begot  Icamia,  and  Icamia  begot  Elisama. 

42  Now  the  sons  of  Caleb,  the  brother  of  Jerameel, 
were  Mesa,  his  first-born,  who  was  the  father  of  Ziph : 
and  the  sons  of  Meresa,  father  of  Hebron. 

43  And  the  sons  of  Hebron,  Core,  and  Thaphua,  and 
Repem,  and  Samma. 

44  And  Samma  begot  Raham,  the  father  of  Jercaam, 
and  Recem  begot  Sammai. 

45  The  son  of  Sammai,  Maon  :  and  Maon,  the  father 
of  Bethsur. 

46  And  Epha,  the  concubine  of  Caleb,  bore  Haran, 
and  Mosa,  and  Gezez.    And  Haran  begot  Gezez. 

47  And  the  sons  of  Jahaddai,  Rogom,  and  Joathan 
and  Gesan,  and  Phalet,  and  Epha,  and  Saaph. 

48  And  Maacha,  the  concubine  of  Caleb,  bore  Saber, 
and  Tharana. 

49  And  Saaph,  the  father  of  Madmena,  begot  Sue,  the 
father  of  Machbena,  and  the  father  of  Gabaa.  And  the 
daughter  of  Caleb  was  Achsa. 

50  These  were  the  sons  of  Caleb,  the  son  of  Hur,  the 
first-born  of  Ephrata;  Sobal,  the  father  of  Cariathiarim, 

51  Sal  ma,  the  father  of  Bethlehem,  Hariph,  the  father 
of  Bethgader. 

52  And  Sobal,  the  father  of  Cariathiarim,  had  sons  .  He 
that  saw  half  of  the  places  of  rest. 

53  And  of  the  kindred  of  Cariathiarim,  the  Jethrites, 
and  Aphuthites,  and  Semathites,  and  Maserites.  Of  them 
came  the  Sarites,  and  Esthaolites. 

■  2  Kings  iii.  2. 

Ver.  42.  Caleb,  or  Calubi,  ver.  9.  Ziph,  Maresa,  and  Hebron,  are  the  names 
of  towns,  as  well  as  of  men.  The  descendants  of  Mesa  inhabited  Ziph,  and  those 
of  Maresa  dwelt  at  Hebron.  The  same  remark  will  hold  good  in  other  places, 
where  the  names  of  places  are  put  for  those  who  occupied  them.  C. — And  the  sons. 
Heb.  "  und  of  the  eons  of  Maresa."  Vat. — But  it  may  be  as  well  explained  in  the 
lense  of  the  Vulg.  Sept.  M  Marisa,  his  first-bom.  He  was  the  father  of  Ziph, 
and  the  sons  of  Marisa,  of  the  father  of  Hebron."— Fat  her.  Lit.  "  of  the  father," 
patris  Hebrm.  II. 

Ver.  49.  Achsa,  different  from  Axa,  the  granddaughter  of  Jephone.  Judg. 
1. 12.  H. — Both  had  daughters  of  the  same  name.  D. 

Vbk.  50.  Caleb,  grandson  of  Calubi.  Vatab.  kc. — Sobal,  his  descendant,  was 
prince  of  those  who  established  themselves  at  Cariathiarim.  C. — The  Alex.  Sept. 
•eems  rather  to  assert  that  he  was  son  of  Hur,  as  well  os  those  who  follow.  "The 
sons  of  Hur  .  .  Sobal  . .  Salomon,  father  of  Baithlammon,  father  of  Bethleem." 
But  the  editions  vary.  H. 

Ver.  52.  He  that  saw,  &c.  The  Latin  interpreter  seems  to  have  given  us 
here,  instead  of  the  proper  names,  the  meaning  of  those  names  in  the  Hebrew.  H  e 
has  done  in  like  manner,  ver.  55,  (Ch.)  and  in  many  other  places.  D. 

Ver.  54.  Salma,  or  Salmon's  descendants,  peopled  Bethlehem,  &c — Crowns. 
Valiant  heroes  who  assisted  Joab  to  gain  crowns.  W. — Heb.  "Ataroth,"  the 
house  (Sept.  Alex,  of  the  house  of  Jobab)  of  Joab.  H. — And  half.  Heb.  "half 
of  the  Manahethites."  Prot.  (H.)  or  "  of  Menuchat,  towards  Zarai."  The  author 
eeems  purposely  to  mention  to  whom  the  cities  at  first  belonged,  that  the  right 
owners  might  be  reinstated  in  their  possessions  at  their  return  from  Babylou.  C. 
This  verse  may  specify  six  towns,  Bethlehem  and  Netophat,  (H.)  Beth-Joab, 
Chatsi,  Manachti,  and  Atsothi. 

Ver.  66.  Scribes,  learned  in  the  law.  M. — Singing,  kc  The  different  pro- 
fessions of  the  Rechabites  are  here  given,  instead  of  proper  names,  (C.)  which  the 


54  The  sons  of  Salma,  Bethlehem,  and  Netophathi, 
the  Crowns  of  the  house  of  Joab,  and  half  of  the  place  oJ 
rest  of  Sarai. 

55  And  the  families  of  the  scribes,  that  dwell  in  Jabes, 
singing  and  making  melody,  and  abiding  in  tents.  These 
are  the  Cinites,  who  came  of  Calor,  (Chamath,)  father  of 
the  house  of  Rechab. 

CHAP.  III. 

Hie  genealogy  of  the  house  of  David. 

OW  *these  were  the  sons  of  David,  that  were  bom 
to  him  in  Hebron :  the  first-born,  Amnon,  of 
Achinoam,  the  Jezrahelitess ;  the  second,  Daniel,  of  Abi- 
gail, the  Carmelitess ; 

2  The  third,  Absolom,  the  son  of  Maacha,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Tolmai,  king  of  Gessur ;  the  fourth,  Adonias,  the 
son  of  Aggith ; 

3  The  fifth,  Sephatias,  of  Abital :  the  sixth,  J*thraham, 
of  Egla,  his  wife. 

4  So  six  sons  were  born  to  him  in  Hebron,  where  he 
reigned  seven  years  and  six  months.  And  in  Jerusalem 
he  reigned  three  and  thirty  years. 

5  bAnd  these  sons  were  born  to  him  in  Jerusalem: 
Simmaa,  and  Sobab,  and  Nathan,  and  Solomon,  four  of 
Bethsabee,  the  daughter  of  Ammiel, 

6  Jebaar  also,  and  Elisama, 

7  And  illiphaleth,  and  Noge,  and  Nepheg,  and  Ja- 

phia, 

8  And  Elisama,  and  Eliada,  and  Elipheleth,  nine. 

9  All  these  were  sons  of  David,  beside  the  sons  of  thp 
concubines :  and  they  had  a  sister,  Thamar. 

10  And  Solomon's  son  was  Roboam  :  whose  son,  Abia, 
begot  Asa.    And  his  son  was  Josaphat, 

1 1  The  father  of  Joram  :  and  Joram  begot  Ochozias, 
of  whom  was  born  Joas  : 

12  And  his  son,  Amasias,  begot  Azarias.  And  Joa- 
than, the  son  of  Azarias, 

13  Begot  Achaz,  the  father  of  Ezechias,  of  whom  was 
born  Manasses. 

14  And  Manasses  begot  Amon,  the  father  of  Josias. 

*  2  King!  T.  14. 

Vat.  Sept.  retains — Thargathttni  and  Samathiim,  Sochathim. — Heb.  Tra/him, 
"porters;"  (Chal.)  Smathim,  "the  obedient;"  Suehthim,  "the  inhabitants  of 
tents;"  Calor,  "the  heat,"  as  the  Heb.  Chamath  (IVnt.  Hemath)  signifies. 
The  Cinites  dwelt  on  the  south  of  Juda,  for  which  reason  they  are  probably  here 
mentioned,  though  some  of  rhem  also  inhabited  Jabes  Gaiaad,  while  the  Rechabites 
dwelt  in  tents,  (H.)  and  were  perhaps  employed  as  porters  in  the  temple.  C.  Jer. 
xxxv.  5,  19. 

CHAP.  III.  Ver.  1.  Hebron,  during  the  seven  years  that  he  reigned  there 
over  Juda,  M. — Jczrahei,  a  city  of  Juda,  less  noted  than  the  one  in  Issachar. — 
Daniel,  or  Cheliab,  2  King?;  iii.  3. 

Ver!  2.  Aaoith.  The  mother  of  Adonias  is  stvled  Haggith  elsewhere  in  the 
Vulg.  11. 

Vek.  5.  Solomon  is  put  last,  though  the  eldest,  because  his  genealogy  is  to  be 
continued.  T. — Betlisabee.  Syr.  and  Arab.  "  Bersabee."  Heb.  "  Bcthsua,"  all 
erroneously. — Ammiel,  or  Eliam,  (2  Kings  xi.  3,)  as  the  same  man  had  twe 
names,  (C.)  or,  in  this  instance,  we  roust  allow  a  transposition.  H. 

Ver.  6.  Elisama,  or  Elisua.  Chap.  xiv.  5.  C. — Heb.  snbstitntcs  Elishama 
and  EHphclet,  and  Xogah,  the  last  name  being  "an  evident  corruption  ol 
Nepheg,"  and  the  two  former  being  taken  in  too  soon,  and  still  repeated,  "  in  their 
proper  places."  - 

VaK.  7.  Noge;  called  Noga,  (chap.  xiv.  0,)  and  omitted  entirely  in  the  book 
of  Kings. 

Ver.  8.  Eliada,  or  Elioda,  (2  Kings  v.  10,)  styled  Baallada,  (chap, 
xiv.  7.  C.)  as  both  have  the  same  meaning,  "  God's,  or  the  Lord's,  know- 
ledge." H. — Nine,  excluding  the  children  »f  Bethsabee.  In  2  Kings  there 
are  only  seven,  or,  with  the  sons  of  Bethsabee,  eleven.  There  must  be  a  mlstakf 
in  one  place,  unless  the  book  of  Kings  only  specify  those  who  were  then  alive 
Vatab.  C. 

439 


wwwYuhmamnvcmL'urcom 
wmvjhirdHCcaMnlTalnrw.coiu 


4 


Chap.  IV. 

15  And  the  sous  of  Josias  were,  the  first-born,  Joha- 
nan, the  second,  Joakim,  the  third,  Sedecias,  the  fourth, 
Solium. 

16  "Of  Joakim  was  born  Jechonias,  and  Sedecias. 

17  The  sons  of  Jechonias  were  Asir,  Salathiel, 

18  Melchiram,  Phadai,  Senneser,  and  Jecemia,  Sama, 
and  Nadabia. 

19  Of  Phadaia  were  born  Zorobabel  and  Semei. 
Zorobabel  begot  Mossolam,  Hananias,  and  Salomith,  their 
sister : 

20  Hasabas  also,  and  Ohol.  and  Barachias,  and  Hasa- 
dias,  and  Josabhesed,  five. 

21  And  the  son  of  Hananias,  was  Phaltias,  the  father 
of  Jeseias,  whose  son  was  Raphaia.  And  his  son  was 
Arnan,  of  whom  was  born  Obdia,  whose  son  was  Se- 
en en  i  as. 

22  The  son  of  Sechenias,  was  Semeia :  whose  sons 
were  Hattus,  and  Jegaal,  and  Baria,  and  Naaria,  and 
Sophat,  six  in  number. 

23  The  sons  of  Naaria :  Elioenai,  and  Ezechias,  and 
Ezricim,  three. 

24  The  sons  of  Elioenai :  Oduia,  and  Eliasub,  and 
Pheleia,  and  Accub,  and  Johanan,  and  Dalaia,  and  Anani, 
seven. 

CHAP.  IV.  . 

Other  genealogies  of  Juda  and  of  Simeon,  and  their  victories. 

a"1HEb  sons  of  Juda  :  Phares,  Hesron,  and  Charmi,  and 
.   Hur,  and  Sobal. 

2  And  Raia,  the  son  of  Sobal,  begot  Jahath,  of  whom 
were  born  Ahumai,  and  Laad.  These  are  the  families  of 
Sarathi.  '-^«r;  r 

3  And  this  is  the  posterity  of  Etom :  Jesrahel,  and 
Jesema,  and  Jedebos:  and  the  name  of  their  sister  was 
Asalelphuni. 

4  And  Phanuel,  the  father  of  Gedor,  and  Ezar,  the 
father  of  Hosa :  these  are  the  sons  of  Hur,  the  first-born 
of  Ephratha,  the  father  of  Bethlehem. 

5  And  Assur,  the  father  of  Thecua,  had  two  wives, 
Halaa  and  Naara. 


»  Mat:.  L  11. 

Ver.  15.  Johanan,  who  is  not  mentioned  in  4  Kings  xxiii.,  and  xxiv.  Some 
think  that  he  died  young-,  (Tostat,)  or  in  battle  with  his  father,  against  Pharao. 
Pradus.—  Joakim,  or  Eliacim,  possessed  the  throne  after  Joachaz,  or  Sellum,  (C.) 
which  name  signifies  "confusion,"  and  was  given  to  all  the  sons  of  Josias.  S.  Jer. 
—Then  came  Jouchin  and  Sedecias,  whose  proper  name  was  Matthania*.  H. — 
Joakim  is  passed  over  by  S.  Matt.  S.  Jer.  ib. 

Vek.  16.  Jechonias,  who  is  called  also  Joakim,  (W.)  and  Cenias  In  Heb. 
Jer.  xxii.  28.  C— Both  the  son  and  the  grandson  of  Josias  go  under  the  name  of 
Jechonias.  Matt.  i.  11  ;  Barrad.  i.  5,  IG.  M. 

Vfcu.  17.  Asir,  means  a  "prisoner,"  so  that  we  might  translate,  Heb.  "and 
the  sons  of  Jechonias,  the  prisoner,  fat  Babylon,  4  Kings  xxiv.  15,)  were  Sala- 
thiel." C.— Prot.  "  Assir,  Saltthid  his  son."  II.— Some  think  that  the  following 
were  the  adopted  children,  or  successors  of  Jechonias;  as  S.  Luke  (iil.  27)  in- 
sinuates that  Ncri  was  the  father  of  Salathiel,  and  Jeremias  (xxii.  30)  seems  to 
declare  that  Jechonias  should  hare  no  children.  But  he  moans  such  as  should  sit 
on  the  throne,  as  he  explains  himself,  and  S.  Matthew  (i.  12)  expressly  says, 
Jechonias  begot  Salathiel. 

Ver.  19.  Phadaia,  called  also  Salathiel,  ( Matt.  i.  12.)  or  these  two  brothers 
had  each  a  son  named  Zorobabel.  The  grandson  of  Salathiel  was  called  Abiud, 
and  that  of  Phadaia,  Mosollam,  (M.)  unless  these  were  the  same  person.  Sn. — 
Phadaia,  son  of  Salathiel,  and  father  of  Zorobabel,  left  his  son  to  the  care  of  hia 
brother  Salathiel,  who  was  therefore  accounted  the  rather  of  Zorobabel  too.  C. 

Van.  22.  Six.  Counting  the  father  in  the  number.  Ch.— Heb.  sesa,  or 
u  six."  Sixtus  V.,  with  several  MSS.,  Gothic  edit.,  &c,  take  it  improperly  for  the 
name  of  a  roan.  C. 

Ver.  24.    Oduia.  the  twelfth  from  Zorobabel,  which  shows  that  this  has  been 
Inserted  since  the  time  of  Esdras,  and  that  the  author  was  very  careful  to  pre- 
Vfvt  the  genealogical  tables,  a&  it  was  not  known  from  what  family  of  the  de- 
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Chap.  IV. 

6  And  Naara  bore  him  Oozam,  and  Hepher,  and 
Themani.  and  Ahasthari :  these  are  the  sons  of  Naara, 

7  And  the  sons  of  Halaa :  Sereth,  Isaar,  and  Ethnan. 

8  And  Cos  begot  Anob,  and  Soboba,  and  the  kindred 
of  Aharehel,  the  son  of  Arum. 

9  And  Jebes  was  more  honourable  than  any  of  hid 
brethren,  and  his  mother  called  his  name  Jabes,  saying: 
Because  I  bore  him  with  sorrow. 

10  And  Jabes  called  upon  the  God  of  Israel,  saying 
If  blessing  thou  wilt  bless  me,  and  wilt  enlarge  my  bor 
ders,  and  thy  hand  be  with  me,  and  thou  save  me  from 
being  oppressed  by  evil.    And  God  granted  him  the 
things  he  prayed  for. 

11  And  Caleb,  the  brother  of  Sua,  begot  Mahir,  who 
was  the  father  of  Esthon. 

12  And  Esthon  begot  Bethrapha,  and  Phesse,  and 
Tehinna,  father  of  the  city  of  Naas :  These  are  the  men 
of  Recha. 

13  And  the  sons  of  Cenez,  were  Othoniel,  and  Saraia. 
And  the  sons  of  Othoniel,  Hathath,  and  Maonathi. 

14  Maonathi  begot  Ophra,  and  Saraia  begot  Joab,  the 
father  of  the  valley  of  Artificers  :  for  artificers  were  there. 

15  And  the  sons  of  Caleb,  the  son  of  Jephone,  were 
Hir,  and  Ela,  and  Naham.    And  the  son  of  Ela :  Cenez. 

16  The  sons  also  of  Jaleleel :  Ziph,  and  Zipha,  Thiria, 
and  Asrael. 

17  And  the  sons  of  Esra :  Jether,  and  Mered,  and 
Epher,  and  Jalon,  and  he  begot  Mariam,  and  Sammai, 
and  Jesba,  the  father  of  Esthamo. 

18  And  his  wife,  Judaia,  bore  Jared,  the  father  ol 
Gedor,  and  Heber,  the  father  of  Socho,  and  leuthiel,  the 
father  of  Zanoe.  And  these  are  the  sons  of  Bethia,  the 
daughter  of  Pharao,  whom  Mered  took  to  wife. 

19  And  the  sons  of  his  wife  Odaia,  the  sister  of  Naham, 
the  father  of  Ceila,  were  Garmi,  and  Esthamo,  who  waa 
of  Machathi. 

20  The  sons  also  of  Simon :  Amnon,  and  Rinna,  the 
son  of  Hanan,  and  Thilon.  And  the  sons  of  Jesi  :  Zo- 
heth  and  Benzoheth. 

*  Gen.  xxxvlil.  S,  and  xlvi  15  ;  Supra,  U.  4;  Matt.  i.  3. 

scendants  of  David  the  Messias  should  be  born.  C. — S.  Matthew  gives  oi  a 

different  genealogy.  D.  C. 

CHAP.  IV.  Ver.  1.  Charmi,  the  great-grandson  of  Juda,  by  Zara  and 
Zamri.  Jos.  vii.  1.— Junius  takes  him  to  bo  the  same  with  Calubi,  (chap,  ii.,) 
father  of  Sobal. 

Ver.  7.    Ethnan.    Some  would  insert  "and  Cos,"  to  connect  this  with  the 

following. 

Ver.  8.    Cos.    Perhaps  (C.)  the  same  with  Cenez,  ver.  13.  T. 

Ver.  9.  Jabes.  That  is,  eorroicful.  Ch. — There  seems  to  be  something  want- 
ing, as  we  are  not  informed  who  were  the  brethren  of  Jabes.  C— This  name  he 
received  from  his  mother,  while  his  father,  Cos,  called  him  Othoniel.  E. 

Ver.  10.  For.  To  reward  his  piety  and  vow.  Othoniel  obtained  Cariath- 
sepher,  and  Axa.  the  daughter  of  Caleb.  Jos.  xv,  17.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Caleb.  Heb.  "  Chelub,"  different  both  from  Calubi  and  the  son  of 
Jephone,  ver.  15.  C— Brother,  4c.  Sept.  14  father  of  Ascha,"  which  would  seem 
to  make  him  the  same  with  the  latter. 

Ver.  12.  City.  Heb.  "  Ir-Kahash."  H. — The  latter  term  denotes  "copper 
or  a  serpent."  We  know  not  where  this  city  was  situated,  no  more  than  Recha.  C. 

Ver.  13.    Othoniel,  first  judge.  11.— He  was  brother,  or  rather  cousin,  of 
Caleb.  Seo  Jos.  XV.  17. 

Ver.  14.  Artijiarrs.  Heb.  Carashim,  which  means  various  sorts  of  "  work- 
men," (C.)  or  «  father  (prince.  M.)  of  Gc-Horasim,  for,"  &*.  C— Under  thie 
lord  the  artificers  dwelt  who  built  the  temple.  W. 

Ver.  15.    Caleb,  60  memorable  (C.)  for  his  fidelity.  Num.  xtt.  30,  and  xxxii. 
1 2*  H . 

Ver.  10.  Odaia,  perhaps  the  same  with  Judaia,  (C.)  as  the  Sept.  read. —  Who 
teas.  Heb.  and  Sept.  «  Machatha,"  (H.)  a  place  to  the  north  of  Basan,  far  from 
the  limit*  nf  Joda,  whence  we  should,  perhaps,  read  Menuchat.  as  chap.  ii.  52,  M 
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Chap  IV 

21  The  sons  of  *Sela,  the  son  of  Juda  :  Her,  the  father 
of  Lecha,  and  Laada,  the  father  of  Maresa,  and  the  fami- 
lies of  the  house  of  them  that  wrought  fine  linen  in  the 

house  of  Oath. 

22  And  He,  that  made  the  sun  to  stand,  and  the  men 
of  Lying,  and  Secure,  and  Burning,  who  were  princes  in 
Moab,  and  who  returned  into  Lahem.  Now  these  are 
things  of  old. 

23  These  are  the  potters,  autl  they  dwelt  in  Plantations 
and  Hedges,  with  the  king  for  his  works,  and  they  abode 

there.  . 

24  The  sons  of  bSimeon :  Nainuel,  and  Jamin,  Jarib, 

Zara,  and  Saul : 

25  Sellum  his  son,  Mapsam  his  son,  Masma  his  son.  _ 

26  The  sons  of  Masma :  Hamuel  his  son,  Zachur  his 

son,  Semei  his  son. 

27  The  sons  of  Semei  were  sixteen,  and  six  daugh- 
ters ;  but  his  brethren  had  not  many  sons,  and  the  whole 
kindred  could  not  reach  to  the  sum  of  the  children  of 
Juda. 

28  And  they  dwelt  in  Bersabee,  and  Molada,  and 
Hasarsuhal, 

29  And  in  Bala,  and  in  Asom,  and  in  Tholad, 

30  And  in  Bathuel,  and  in  Horma,  and  in  Siceleg, 

31  And  in  Bethmarchaboth,  and  in  Hasarsusim,  and 
in  Bethberai,  and  in  Saarim.  These  were  their  cities 
unto  the  reign  of  David. 

32  Their  towns  also  were  Etam,  and  Aen,  Remmon, 
and  Thochen,  and  Asan,  five  cities. 

33  And  all  their  villages  round  about  these  cities  as 
far  as  Baal.    This  was  their  habitation  and  distribution 

of  their  dwellings. 

34  And  Mosabab,  and  Jemlech,  and  Josa,  the  son  of 

Amasias, 

35  And  Joel,  and  Jehu,  the  son  of  Josabia,  the  son  of 

Saraia,  the  son  of  Asiel, 

36  And  Elioenai,  and  Jacoba,  and  Isuhaia,  and  Isaia, 

and  Adiel,  and  Ismiel,  and  Banaia ; 

-  —  —   1 — 

»  Gen.  xxxviiLS.— *>  Gen.  xlvi  10. 

Ver.  21.  Her.  Hitherto  we  have  seen  the  possessions  of  the  descendant*  of 
Pbares.  Those  of  Her  inhabited  the  country  rendered  famous  by  the  exploit  of 
Samson  with  the  jaw-bone.  Judg.  xv.  0.  C. — That  wrought.  Sept.  take  it  for  a 
proper  name,  "  El>dath."  Heb.  Beth-abdoth  cbuts,  u  the  house  of  the  byssus,  or 
Hne  linen  manufacturers  in  Bith-Assbae,"  (H.)  which  is,  perhaps,  the  same  with 
ttcersabee,  "the  well  of  swearing."  Gen.  xxi.  31.  C. 

Ver.  2*2.  He,  that  made,  &c,  viz.  Joazim,  the  meaning  of  whose  namb  in 
Hebrew  is,  he  that  made  the  sun  to  stand.  In  like  manner  the  following  names, 
Lying,  (Chozeba,)  Secure,  (Joas,)  and  Burning,  (Saraph.)  are  substituted  in, 
place  of  the  Hebrew  names  of  the  same  signification.  Ch. — The  first  etymology  is 
not  perfectly  accurate,  as  Jokim  means  simply,  "  he  made  to  stand ;  M  Jachin,  the 
pillar  which  Solomon  erected,  has  the  same  import.  II.— Some  injudicious  person 
*eems  to  have  placed  the  sun  in  tho  margin,  whence  it  has  crept  into  the  text.  T. 
— Lahem,  fcc.  Sept.  seem  to  leave  the  original  terms :  "  he  made  them  return 
to  Abedderim  Athoukiim."—  Who  returned,  is  also  left  as  a  proper  name  by  the 
Prot.,  (H.)  &c.  "  And  Jasubi  Lehem."  Vat.  M. — It  is  not  easy  to  decide,  when 
the  Hebrew  words  should  be  translated. —  Old.  Heb.  "  and  ancient  words"  (H.) ; 
records,  showing  where  these  families  resided,  (C.)  unless  this  be  also  the  name 

(H.)  of  a  place.  Sept. 

Veh.  23.  Potters.  Heb.  jutsrim,  may  also  designnte  some  family,  as  it 
seems  improbable  that  the  princes,  in  Moab,  should  be  reduced  to  so  mean  a  con- 
dition. But  we  have  many  examples  of  such  a  fall  (H.);  and  it  is  supposed 
that  these  descendants  of  Scla  were  employed  by  the  king  of  Babylon,  at  Nethaim 
and  Gadera.  C. — Hedges.  These  are  the  proper  names  of  the  places  where  they 
dwelt.  In  Hebrew,  Atharim  and  Gadira.  Ch.— Sept.  "  Ataim  and  Gadera."  H. 
— The  correct  Roman  edition  of  the  Vulg.  prints  these  words,  plant ationibus  et 
Rambus,  with  large  letters,  to  imply  as  much.  M. — King ;  David.  Sa.  M. 

Vf.it.  27.  Juda.  probably,  not  even  in  the  following  cities,  which  they  inha- 
bited along  with  them.  This  tribe  of  Simeon  was  always  the  weakest,  and  kept 
?lose  ro  Juda.   See  Num.  xxvi.  14 


'.\  -.\   i"H  !  itl'.  !•.;■<  >il  i  .nil 

w  w  w.  fmi  i  iwmn  vomcni.com 
www.ihinlsccrctolTaiimu.coin 


Chap.  V. 

37  Ziza  also,  the  son  of  Sephei.  the  son  of  Allon,  the 
son  of  Idaia,  the  son  of  Semri,  the  son  of  Samaia. 

38  These  were  named  princes  in  their  kindreds,  and  in 
the  houses  of  their  families  were  multiplied  exceedingly. 

39  And  they  went  forth  to  enter  into  Gador,  as  far  as 
to  the  east  side  of  the  valley,  to  seek  pastures  for  their 
flocks. 

40  And  they  found  fat  pastures,  and  very  good,  and  a 
country  spacious,  and  quiet,  and  fruitful,  in  which  some 
of  the  race  of  Cham  had  dwelt  before. 

41  And  these,  whose  names  are  written  above,  came  in 
the  days  of  Ezechias,  king  of  Juda :  and  they  beat  down 
their  tents,  and  slew  the  inhabitants  that  were  found  there, 
and  utterly  destroyed  them  unto  this  day ;  and  they  dwelt 
in  their  place,  because  they  found  there  fat  pastures. 

42  Some  also  of  the  children  of  Simeon,  five  hundred 
men,  went  into  Mount  Seir,  having  for  their  captains, 
Phaltias,  and  Naaria,  and  Raphaia,  and  Oziel,  the  sons 
of  Jesi : 

43  And  they  slew  the  remnant  of  the  Amalecites,  who 
had  been  able  to  escape,  and  they  dwelt  there  in  their 
stead  unto  this  day. 

CHAP.  V. 

Genealogies  of  Ruben  and  Gad;  their  victories  over  the  Agarites :  their 

captivity. 

OW  the  sons  of  Ruben,  the  first-born  of  Israel,  (for 
he  was  his  first-born  :  but  forasmuch  as  che  defiled 
his  fathers  bed,  his  first  birth-right  was  given  to  the  sons 
of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Israel,  and  he  was  not  accounted  for 
the  first-born. 

2  But  of  the  race  of  Juda,  who  was  the  strongest  among 
his  brethren,  came  the  princes :  but  the  first  birth-right 
was  accounted  to  Joseph.) 

3  The  sons  thend  of  Ruben,  the  first-born  of  Israel, 
were  Enoch,  and  Phallu,  Esron,  and  Charmi. 

4  The  sons  of  Joel :  Samai  his  son,  Gog  his  son,  Semei 
his  son, 

5  Micha  his  son,  Reia  his  son,  Baal  his  son, 

•  Gen.  xxxv.  22,  and  xlix.  4.— a  Gen.  xlvi.  fl ;  Exod.  vi.  H ;  Num.  xxvi.  5. 

Ver.  30.    Bathuel  appears  to  be  the  same  with  Bethulia.  Judith  vi.  7.  C 

Ver.  31.  David,  who  had  Siceleg  given  to  him.  1  Kings  xxvii.  6.  H. — After 
the  schism,  Juda  straitened  the  tribe  of  Simeon ;  so  that  it  was  forced  to  seek  for 
other  habitations  in  Gador,  under  Ezechias.  Ver.  39,  Sec.  C— It  could  no  longer 
reside  among  those  of  the  tribe  of  Juda,  (D.)  and  acknowledge  another  king.  H. 

Ver.  33.  Baal,  or  Ballath.  Jos.  six.  1.— Distribution.  Heb.  and  Sept. 
u  and  their  genealogy."  M. 

Ver.  34.  .)fosabab.  This  and  the  following  princes  joined  their  forces,  to 
conquer  fresh  ttrritories  from  Gador,  (II.)  or  Gadara,  near  Joppe,  (Strabu  xvi.,) 
which  had  been  long  in  the  possession  (H.)  of  the  Egyptians,  (ver.  40.  C)  or 
Philistines.  Malvenda. 

Ver.  40.  Cham.  It  is  not  certain  that  the  Philistines,  who  came  from  the 
country  of  the  Casluim,  were  descendants  of  Mezraim.  Gen.  x.  14.  But  it  is  very 
clear  that  the  Egyptians  sprung  from  Cham.  Psal.  lxxvii.  51. 

Vek.  41.  Inhabitants.  Sept.  "and  the  Mineans."  Heb.  mainim,  "  the  in- 
habitants of  Maon,"  in  Arabia.  Sec  Judg.  x.  1 1.    Syr.  and  Arab.  "  the  fountains." 

Ver.'  4*2.  Jesi;  perhaps  Asaia,  by  tho  transoosition  of  one  letter  (ver.  38.  C); 
or  these  chiefs  were  remote  descendants  of  Jesi,  ver.  20.  II. — The  expedit^n 
probably  took  place  about  the  same  time  as  the  preceding,  to  avoid  the  attack  o< 
the  Assyrians,  or  of  Juda,  by  retiring  further  into  Arabia.  C. 

Ver."  43.  Escape  the  anna  of  Saul,  or  of  David.  D. — Day.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, that  they  escaped  captivity,  having  abandoned  their  own  country ;  or  thi* 
was  taken  from  a  record  which  had  been  made  before  that  event,  and  is  here  in- 
serted by  Esdras ;  though,  when  he  wrote,  these  Simeonites  might  have  experienced 
the  fate  of  their  brethren,  who  were  led  captives  in  the  sixth  year  of  Ezechias.  K. 

CHAP.  V.  Ver.  '2.  Accounted  to  Joseph,  viz.  as  to  the  double  portion,  which 
belonged  to  the  first-born;  but  the  princely  dignity  was  giveu  to  Juda,  and  tht 
priesthood  to  Levi.  Ch. — Sept.  "  the  blessing  or  gift  was  Joseph's."  Heb.  alsc 
does  not  specify  princes,  but  "the  leader,"  (H.)  the  Messias,  (Syr.,  Sec.,)  ana 
kings,  from  David  till  the  captivity,  C.  Gen.  xlix.  4.  W. 
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Chap  VI 


6  Beera  his  son,  whom  Thelgathphalnasar,  'king  of 
the  Assyrians,  carried  away  captive,  and  he  was  prince  in 
the  tribe  of  Ruben. 

7  And  his  brethren,  and  all  his  kindred,  when  they  were 
numbered  by  their  families,  had  for  princes  Jehiel,  and 
Zacharias. 

8  And  Bala,  the  son  of  Azaz,  the  son  of  Samma,  the 
son  of  Joel,  dwelt  in  Aroer,  as  far  as  Nebo,  and  Beel- 
meon. 

9  And  eastward  he  had  his  habitation  as  far  as  the  en- 
trance of  the  desert,  and  the  river  Euphrates.  For  they 
possessed  a  great  number  of  cattle  in  the  land  of  Galaad. 

10  And  in  the  days  of  Saul  they  fought  against  the 
Agarites,  and  slew  them,  and  dwelt  in  their  tents  in  their 
stead,  in  all  the  country  that  looketh  to  the  east  of  Galaad. 

1 1  And  the  children  of  Gad  dwelt  over  against  them 
m  the  land  of  Basan,  as  far  as  Selcha : 

12  Johel,  the  chief,  and  Saphan,  the  second :  and  Ja- 
nai,  and  Saphat,  in  Basan. 

13  And  their  brethren,  according  to  the  houses  of  their 
kindreds,  were  Michael,  and  Mosollam,  and  Sebe,  and 
Jorai  and  Jacan,  and  Zie,  and  Heber,  seven. 

14  These  were  the  sons  of  Abihail,  the  son  of  Huri, 
the  son  of  Jara,  the  son  of  Galaad,  the  son  of  Michael,  the 
son  of  Jesesi,  the  son  of  Jeddo,  the  son  of  Buz. 

15  And  their  brethren,  the  sons  of  Abdiel,  the  son  of 
Guni,  chief  of  the  house,  in  their  families. 

16  And  they  dwelt  in  Galaad,  and  in  Basan.  and  in  the 
towns  thereof,  and  in  all  the  suburbs  of  Saron,  unto  the 
borders.         ,3a        j±  ' *   ~  c 

17  All  these  were  numbered  in  the  days  of  Joathan,  | 
king  of  Juda,  and  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam,  king  of  Israel. 

18  The  sons  of  Ruben,  and  of  Gad,  and  of  the  half 
tribe  of  Manasses,  fighting  men,  bearing  shields,  and 
swords,  and  bending  the  bow,  and  trained  up  to  battles, 
four  and  forty  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  threescore, 
that  went  out  to  war. 

19  They  fought  against  the  Agarites :  but  the  Itu- 
reans,  and  Naphis,  and  Nodab 

20  Gave  them  help.  And  the  Agarites  were  delivered 
into  their  hands,  and  all  that  were  with  them,  because 


»  4  Klnpa  xt.  25—6  4  Kines  xv.  19,  and  29. 


Vbr.  6.  Beera.  This  tribe  continued  to  have  prince*  of  their  own  after  the 
division  of  the  kingdom.  Beera  was  in  power  when  Thelgathphalnasar,  or  Theg- 
lathpbalusar,  took  five  tribes  into  captivity.  4  Kings  xv.  29.  Only  twelve  genera- 
tions are  mentioned  to  fill  up  about  750  years,  from  the  leaving  of  P.gypt.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Families,  when  they  were  Ted  captive  into  Assyria  (M.)  ;  or  before, 
when  the  tribe  was  in  a  most  flourishing  condition. — Princes.  Heb.  and  Sept. 
"  prince."— Jehid.  Sept.  "  Joel,"  ver.  4. 

Ver.  8.  And.  So  Heb.,  &c,  as  if  he  was  one  of  the  princes.  But  the  Vulg. 
seems  to  begin  a  new  sentence,  Porro,  "  now  Bala."  Bala,  or  his  descendants, 
extended  their  conquests  as  far  ns  the  Euphrates,  which  had  been  promised  to 
Israel ;  and,  under  Saul,  conquered  the  Agarites,  who  sprung  from  Agar.  Syr., 
&C-,  the  Arabs  of  Sacca,"  or  the  Sccnitcs,  19  dwelling  under  tents,"  and  inhabit- 
ing th3  Desert  Arabia.    The  details  of  this  war  areprobablv  given,  ver.  19,  &c.  C. 

Ver.  11.    Selcha,  not  far  from  the  Jabok.  Deut.  iii.  10.  C. 

Vsn.  12.  Chief  fin  capite).  Sept.  "first-born."  H. — This  list  was  made 
mder  Joathan,  king  of  Juda,  when  Joel  was  at  the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Gad.  C. 
—Basan,  the  capital  city,  ver.  16.  Sa.  M. 

ver.  15.  And,  Arc  Heb.  also,  "  Achi,  son  of  Abdiel."—  Cliuf,  like  the  pre- 
eeding,  each  in  their  respective  families.  C— They  were  relations  (H.)of  the 
nine  tribe.  M. 

Ver.  10.  Saron,  in  Basan  (Jos.  xii.  18);  different  from  those  valleys  near 
Juppe,  (C.)  and  between  Thaborand  Tiberias.  Euscb. 

Ver.  17.  Israel.  Jeroboam  U.  had  been  dead  two  years  before  Joathan  was 
bom :  unless  some  of  the  numbers  be  incorrect ;  which  seems  very  probable.  4 
Kings  xv-  5.  C. — It  does  not  appear  why  the  king  of  Juda  is  mentioned,  as  the 
people  were  not  under  his  dominion,  unless  (H.)  he  was  contemporary  with  Jero- 
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they  called  upon  God  in  the  battle ;  and  he  heard  them 
because  they  had  put  their  faith  in  him. 

21  And  they  took  all  that  they  possessed,  of  camel? 
fifty  thousand,  and  of  sheep  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand, and  of  asses  two  thousand,  and  of  men  a  hundred 
thousand  souls. 

22  And  many  fell  down  slain :  for  it  was  the  battle  01 
the  Lord.   And  they  dwelt  in  their  stead  till  the  captivity 

23  And  the  children  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasses  pos 
sessed  the  land,  from  the  borders  of  Basan  unto  Baal 
Hermon,  and  Sanir,  and  Mount  Hermon ;  for  their  num- 
ber was  great. 

_  24  And  these  were  the  heads  of  the  house  of  their 
kindred,  Epher,  and  Jesi,  and  Eliel,  and  Esriel,  and 
Jeremia,  and  Odoia,  andJediel;  most  valiant  and  power- 
ful men,  and  famous  chiefs  in  their  families. 

25  But  they  forsook  the  God  of  their  fathers,  and  went 
astray  after  the  gods  of  the  people  of  the  land,  whom  God 
destroyed  before  them. 

26  And  the  God  of  Israel  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Phul, 
bking  of  the  Assyrians,  and  the  spirit  of  Thelgathphalnasar, 
king  of  Assur :  and  he  carried  away  Ruben,  and  Gad,  and 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasses,  and  brought  them  to  Lahela, 
and  to  Habor,  and  to  Ara,  to  the  river  Gozan,  unto  this 
day. 

CHAR  VI. 

The  genealogies  of  Levi,  and  of  Aaron :  the  cities  of  the  Leviies. 

THE  csons  of  Levi  were,  Gerson,  Caath,  and  Merari. 
2  The  sons  of  Caath  :  Am  ram,  Isaar,  Hebron,  and 

OzieL        7  ;  -  M 

3  The  children  of  Amram  :  Aaron,  Moses,  and  Maria 
The  sons  of  Aaron :  Nadab  and  Abiu,  Eleazar  and  Itha 
mar. 

4  Eleazar  begot  Phinees,  and  Phinees  begot  Abisue, 

5  And  Abisue  begot  Bocci,  and  Bocci  begot  Ozi  ; 

6  Ozi  begot  Zaraias,  and  Zaraias  begot  Marajoth ; 

7  And  Marajoth  begot  Amarias,  and  Amarias  begot 
Achitob ; 

8  And  Achitob  begot  Sadoc,  and  Sadoc  begot  Achi- 
maas ; 

9  Achimaas  begot  Azarias,  and  Azarias  begot  Johanan , 


e  Gen.  xlvi.  II ;  Infra,  xxili.  fi. 


boam  II.,  as  some  assert.  M. — Yet  the  following  expedition  seems  to  have  taken 
place  while  Israel  was  still  faithfiil  to  God.  (11.)  By  faith  they  overcame  king- 
doms. Heb.  xi.  W. 

Vbr,  19.  But,  &c  Ileb.  "and  Jetur,  &c,  (20)  and  they  were  helped  by 
God  against  them."  H. — Sept.  11  they  prevailed  over  them,  and  the  Agarites," 
ic. — And  Naph'is,  sons  of  Isniael.  Gen-  xxv.  13.  H. 

Ver.  23.  Basan,  which  belonged  to  Gad.  H.— In  Josue  (xvii.  6)  Basan  and 
Galaad  seem  to  be  given  to  Manasses ;  but  the  former  there  denotes  all  the  level 
country  from  the  Jabok  to  the  Jordan,  as  Galaad  is  put  for  the  mountains  on  the 
East.  C. — Great.  It  would  take  thirty  hours  to  travel  from  the  torrent  Jabok  to 
Baal  Hermon.  Adric.  M. 

CHAP.  VI.  Ver.  1.    Levi.    The  genealogy  of  the  Levites  is  given  with  more 
exactitude  than  any  of  the  preceding.   Caath  formed  two  branches :  1.  the  priests 
descended  from  Aaron  ;  2.  all  his  other  children,  who  were  simply  Levites.  C.'- 
Hence  they  are  placed  after  the  priests.  V». 

Vkr.  2.    Isaar,  or  Aminudab,  ver.  22. 

Ver.  3.  Abiu,  These  died  without  children.  The  genealogy  of  Eleazar  ft 
given,  as  his  family  enjoyed  the  pontificate  a  long  time,  while  that  of  lihamar  is 
neglvctei,  (C.)  as  only  Holi  and  a  few  others  were  raised  to  that  dignity.  H. 

Ver.  5.  Abisue.  He  is  mentioned  no  where  else.  Josephus  (v.  u!t.)  calls 
him  Abiezer.  C- — Many  of  these  high  priests  were  very  obscure.  M. —  Ozi,  after 
whom  Heli  A  supposed  to  have  reigned,  so  that  Zaraias  and  the  three  following 
were  excluded,  (C.)  while  Heli,  and  four  of  the  same  family  of  Ithamar,  were 
acknowledged  as  high  priesta.  T. — Abiathar  wns  thsn  forced  to  give  place  to 
Sadoc,  (3  Kings  li.  26.  H.)  whose  family  was  In  power  at  the  eaptivitv.  ver 
16.  T.  1 
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Chap.  VI. 


L  PARALIPOMENON. 


Chap.  VL 


10  Johanan  begot  Azarias.  This  is  he  that  executed 
the  priestly  office  in  the  house  which  Solomon  built  in 
Jerusalem. 

1 1  And  Azarias  begot  Amarias,  and  Amarias  begot 
Achitob ; 

12  And  Achitob  begot  Sadoc,  and  Sadoc  begot  Sel- 
lum:  i  "    :.-v  ■  •  .v  .T^tt-  :  ?  S 

13  Sellum  begot  Helcias,  and  Helcias  begot  Azarias  ; 

14  Azarias  begot  Saraias,  and  Saraias  begot  Josedec. 

15  Now  Josedec  went  out,  when  the  Lord  carried  away 
Juda.  and  Jerusalem  by  the  hands  of  Nabuchodonosor. 

16  So  the  sons*  of  Levi  were,  Gcrson,  Caath,  and 

17  And  these  are  the  names  of  the  sons  of  Gerson: 
Lobni  and  Semei. 

18  The  sons  of  Caath  :  Amram,  and  Isaar,  aud  Hebron, 
and  Oziel. 

39  The  sons  of  Merari :  Moholi  and  Musi.  And 
these  are  the  kindred  of  Levi  according  to  their  fami- 

.  Hes  ; 

20  Of  Gerson ;  Lobni,  his  son,  Jahath,  his  son,  Zam- 
ma, his  son,  1 

21  Joah,  his  son,  Addo,  his  son,  Zara,  his  son,  Jethrai, 
his  son.  .     ■,?>-.  W'fwct^x-   r  - 

22  The  sons  of  Caath :  Aminadab,  his  son,  Core,  his 
son,  Asir,  his  son, 

23  Elcana,  his  son,  Abiasaph,  his  son,  Asir,  his  son, 

24  Thahath,  his  son,  Uriel,  his  son,  Ozias,  his  son, 
Saul,  his  son. 

25  The  sons  of  Elcana  :  Amasia,  and  Achimoth, 

26*  And  Elcana.  The  sons  of  Elcana :  Sophai,  his  son, 
Nahath,  his  son, 

27  Eliab,  his  son,  Jeroham,  his  son,  Elcana,  his  son ; 

28  The  sons  of  Samuel :  the  first-born,  Vasseni,  and 

Abia.  •  r.^t*ifcVi^jBi  ;g6ftx        -    ■  ■ " 

29  And  the  sons  of  Merari :  Moholi,  Lobni,  his  son, 
Semei,  his  son,  Oza,  his  son, 

30  Sammaa,  his  son,  Haggia,  his  son,  Asaia,  his  son. 

31  These  are  they,  whom  David  set  over  the  singing 
,men  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  after  that  the6  ark  was 

placed.  *  idibaKL, 

32  And  they  ministered  before  the  tabernacle  of  the 
stimony  with  singing,  until  Solomon  built  the  house  of 

the  Lord  in  Jerusalem  ;  and  they  stood  according  to  their 
order  in  the  ministry. 

33  And  these  are  thev  that  stood  with  their  sons,  of  the 

»  Exod.  vL  lfl. 


Ver.  10.  This  may  refer  to  either.  C. — The  Holy  Ghost  gives  an  encomium 
to  Joiada,  for  re-e-tablishiog  the  Divine  worship,  (Junius,)  or  to  Azarias,  for 
withstanding  the  impious  attempt  of  kiii|r  Osias.  E.  T.  6cc  2  Par.  xxri.  17.  M. 

Ver.  15.    Went  out,  into  captivity,  while  his  father  was  slain.  4  Kimrs  xxv.  18. 

Veh.  18.  The,  4:c.  This  verse  id  repeated  from  ver.  2,  as  tho  author  is  now 
going  to  continue  'he  genealogy  of  the  Lwvites,  in  their  natural  order,  (If.)  to 
Samuel.  D. 

Ver.  20.  Jahath.  See  ver.  42,  43. — Zamma  springs  from  Semei,  Jeth,  Ger- 
9on.  and  has  a  son  named  Ethan,  who  has  Adaia ;  as  Zara  begot  Athanai,  ver.  41. 
Almost  all  those  names  are  rather  different. 

Ver.  22.  Asir.  While  Core  perished,  his  children  were  preserved.  Nam. 
xvi.  30,  and  xxvi.  11.  II . 

Ver.  26.  Sophai,  Nahath,  and  Eliab,  are  called  Snph,  (H.)  Thohn,  (ver.  34. 
C.)  and  Elittl.  H. 

Ver.  27.  JElcana,  his  son.  It  seems  necessary  to  supply  u  Samuel,  his  son," 
(H-)  as  he  descended  from  the  third  Elcana.  I). 

Ver.  28.  Vasseiii.  Some  Latin  copies  subjoin  "Joel,"  who  was  the  first- 
born, Ver.  33.  La  Haye. — Other  editions  insert  "  Joel,"  with  the  Syr.  and  Arab. 

23 


sons  of  Caath,  Heman,  a  singer,  the  son  of  Joel,  the  son 

of  Samuel, 

34  The  son  of  Elcana,  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  sou  of 
Eliel,  the  son  of  Thohu, 

35  The  son  of  Suph,  the  son  of  Elcana,  the  son  of 
Mahath,  the  son  of  Amasai, 

36  The  son  of  Elcana,  the  son  of  Johel,  the  son  of 
Azarias,  the  son  of  Sophonias, 

37  The  son  of  Thahath,  the  son  of  Asir,  the  son  of 
Abiasaph,  the  son  of  Core, 

38  The  son  of  Isaar,  the  son  of  Caath,  the  son  of  Levi, 
the  son  of  Israel. 

39  And  his  brother  Asaph,  who  stood  on  his  right 
hand,  Asaph,  the  son  of  liarachias.  the  son  of  Samaa, 

40  The  son  of  Michael,  the  son  of  Basaia,  the  son  sf 
Melchia, 

41  The  son  of  Athanai,  the  son  of  Zara,  the  son  of 

Adaia,        *w  i  £ut..hv---  •  '  l/j  IV-'-.  r  [r 

42  The  son  of  Ethan,  the  son  of  Zamma.  the  son  of 
Semei. 

43  The  son  of  Jeth.  the  son  of  Gesron,  the  son  of  Levi. 

44  And  the  sons  of  Merari,  their  brethren,  stood  on 
the  left  hand,  Ethan,  the  son  of  Cusi,  the  son  of  Abdi, 
the  son  of  Maloch, 

45  The  son  of  Hasabia,  the  son  of  Amasia,  the  son  of 
Helcias, 

46  The  son  of  Amasai,  the  son  of  Boni,  the  son  of 

Somer,  -  "  \         «  >riB&  "  ? .  -  •-: 

47  The  son  of  Moholi.  the  son  of  Musi,  the  son  of 
Merari,  the  son  of  Levi. 

48  Their  brethren  also,  the  Levites,  who  were  appointed 
for  all  the  ministry  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  hou^e  of  the 
Lord. 

49  But  Aaron  and  his  sons  offered  burnt-offerings 
upon  the  altar  of  holocaust,  and  upon  the  altar  of  incense, 
and  were  for  every  work  of  the  holy  of  holies ;  and  to 
pray  for  Israel,  according  to  all  that  Moses,  the  servant  of 
God,  had  commanded. 

50  And  these  are  the  sons  of  Aaron  :  Eleazar,  his  son 
Phinees,  his  son,  Abisue,  his  son, 

51  Bocci,  his  son,  Ozi,  his  son,  Zarahia,  his  son, 

52  Meraioth,  his  son,  Amarias,  his  son,  Achitob,  his  son, 

53  Sadoc,  his  son,  Achimaas,  his  son. 

54  And  these  are  their  dwelling  places  by  the  towns 
and  confines ;  to  wit,  of  the  sons  of  Aaron,  of  the  families 
of  the  Caathites :  for  they  fell  to  them  by  lot 

b  2  Kingi  Ti.  1,  and  17.  A.  M.  2959,  A.  C.  10-15. 


C — This  person  had  therefore  either  two  names,  or  Joel  has  been  omitted,  and 
wo  should  translate  "Joel,  and  the  second.  Abia."  M. 

Ver.  31.  Tlic  singing.  Heb.  *  the  hands  or  places  of  the  canticle,"  the  two 
tribunes  on  each  side  of  the  altar.  Heman  presided  over  the  band  in  the  middle 
while  Asaph  directed  those  on  the  rijijht,  and  Ethan  those  on  the  left,  ver.  33,  39,' 
and  11.  Q.— Placed.  Heb.  "  rested,*'  as  before  David's  time  it  had  been  carried 
about.  He  erected  a  tabernacle  for  it  on  Sion.  and  directed  the  Levites  to  attend 
in  order,  (chap,  xxv.,)  so  that  some  should  be  present  every  day  (SI.)  to  honour 
God,  both  by  instruments  and  vocal  music,  while  tho  priests  "performed  their 
sacred  functions  with  tho  utmost  decencv. 

Ver.  39.  Brother,  or  relation,  though  the  family  of  Gcrson.  He  also  fol- 
lowed the  same  profession  as  Ethan  did,  ver.  44. 

Ver.  44.    Ethan  is  also  called  Idithun  (ohap.  xxv.  1,  S)  in  tho  Psalms.  C. 

Ver.  IS.    Brethren.    All  the  other  Invites,  who  were  not  Cantors.  31. 

\  t:t.  49.  Offering*  which  is  here  the  meaning  of  incenaiun;  as  "incense" 
was  not  burnt  on  this  altar,  hut  only  victims.    Exod.  xxix.  13. 

Ver.  53.  Sadue.  By  God's  ordinance  Heh  had  been  appointed.  R:<t  tho 
dignity  still  subsisted  in  Aaron's  family.  W. — Achimaas,  who  was  pont:;T  in  the 

43* 
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Chap.  VI. 


I.  PARALIPOMENON. 


Chap.  VII. 


55  And  they  gave  them  Hebron,  in  the  land  of  Juda, 
and  the  suburbs  thereof  round  about : 

56  But  the  fields  of  the  city,  and  the  villages,  to  Caleb, 
son  of  Jephone. 

57  And  to  the  sons  of  Aaron  they  gave  of  the  cities 
for  refuge,  Hebron  and  Lobna,  and  the  suburbs  thereof ; 

58  And  Jether,  and  Estheino,  with  their  suburbs,  and 
Helon,  and  Dabir,  with  their  suburbs  : 

59  Asan  also,  and  Bethsemes,  with  their  suburbs. 

60  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin :  Gabee,  and  its 
suburbs,  Almath,  with  its  suburbs,  Anathoth  also  with  its 
suburbs :  all  their  cities  throughout  their  families,  were 
thirteen.  ^ 

61  And  to  the  sons  of  Caath,  that  remained  of  their 
kindred,  the}'  gave  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasses,  ten 
cities  in  possession. 

62  And  to  the  sons  of  Gerson,  by  their  families,  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Aser,  and 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Nephtali,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ma- 
nasses, in  Basan,  thirteen  cities. 

63  And  to  the  sons  of  Merari,  by  their  families,  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Ruben,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Zabulon,  they  gave  by  lot  twelve  cities. 

64  And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  to  the  Levites  the 
cities,  and  their  suburbs : 

65  And  they  gave  them  by  lot.  out  of  the  tribe  of  the 
sons  of  Juda,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  sons  of  Simeon, 
and  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin,  these  cities, 
which  they  called  by  their  names, 

66  And  to  them,  that  were  of  the  kindred  of  the  sons 
of  Caath,  'and  the  cities  in  their  borders  were  of  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim. 

67  And  they  gave  of  the  cities  of  refuge,  Sichem, 
with  its  suburbs,  in  Mount  Ephraim,  and  Gazer,  with  its 
suburbs, 

63  Jecmaan  also,  with  its  suburbs,  and  Bethhoron,  in 
like  manner ; 

69  Heion  also,  with  its  suburbs,  and  Gethremrnon,  in 
like  manner; 

70  And  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasses,  Aner,  and 
its  suburbs,  Baalam,  and  its  suburbs :  to  wit,  to  them, 
that  were  left  of  the  familv  of  the  sons  of  Caath. 


»  JM.  III.  Jl. 


71  And  to  the  sons  of  Gersom,  out  of  the  kindred  of 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasses,  Gaulon,  in  Basan,  and  its 
suburbs,  and  Astharoth,  with  its  suburbs. 

72  Out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  Cedes,  and  its  suburbs, 
and  Dabereth,  with  its  suburbs, 

73  Ramoth  also,  and  its  suburbs,  and  Anem,  with  its 
suburbs. ;  k 

74  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Aser,  Masai,  with  its 
suburbs,  and  Abdon,  in  like  manner, 

75  Hucac  also,  and  its  suburbs,  and  Rohob,  with  its 
suburbs. 

76  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Nephtali,  Cedes,  in  Galilee, 
and  its  suburbs,  Hamon,  with  its  suburbs,  and  Cariathaim, 
and  its  suburbs. 

77  And  to  the  sons  of  Merari  that  remained,  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Zabulon,  Remmono,  and  its  suburbs,  and 
Thabor,  with  its  suburbs : 

78  Beyond  the  Jordan  also,  over  against  Jericho,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Jordan,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ruben, 
Bosor,  in  the  wilderness,  with  its  suburbs,  and  Jassa,  with 
its  suburbs. 

79  Cademoth  also,  and  its  suburbs,  and  Mephaath, 
with  its  suburbs. 

80  Moreover  also  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  Ramoth,  in 
Galaad,  and  its  suburbs,  and  Manaim,  with  its  suburbs, 

81  Hesebon  also,  with  its  suburbs,  and  Jezer,  with  its 
suburbs. 

CHAP.  VII. 

Genealogies  of  I$sachar9  Benjaminf  Nephlali,  Mancssest  Ephraim^  and  Ater 

IVTOW  bthe  sons  of  Issachar  were,  Tilda,  and  Phua, 
ll    Jasub,  and  Simeron,  four. 

2  The  sons  of  Thola:  Ozi,  and  Raphaia,  and  Jeriel, 
and  Jamai,  and  Jebsem,  and  Samuel,  chiefs  of  the  houses 
of  their  kindreds.  Of  the  posterity  of  Thola,  were  num- 
bered in  the  days  of  David,  two  and  twenty  thousand  six 
hundred  most  valiant  men. 

3  The  sons  of  Ozi :  Izrahia,  of  whom  were  bora 
Michael,  and  Obadia,  and  Joel,  and  Jesia,  five,  all  great 
men. 

4  And  there  were  with  them  by  their  families  and 
peoples,  six  and  thirty  thousand  most  valiant  men  ready 
for  war:  for  they  had  many  wives  and  children. 


day*  of  Solomon.  This  genealogy  had  been  brought  down  to  the  Captivity,  (ver. 
Si  &c*,)  which  shows  that  the  author  gives  extracts  from  different  records. 

Vrr#  66-    Suburbs9  or  2000  cubits  round  the  eiry.  See  Jos.  xx.  and  xxi.  C. 

Vrr.  57,  Of,  is  not  authorized  by  the  Vulg.  civitate*,  but  Is  added,  to  sig- 
nify that  all  these  thirteen  cities  were  not  thus  privileged.  II.— There  were  only 
sfx  cities  of  refuge,  of  which  Hebron  was  one.  See  Jos.  xx.  7.  C.  BL— Prot. 
H  And  to  the  sons  of  Aaron  they  gave  the  cities  of  Juda,  namely  f  Hebron,  the  city 
uf  refuge."  But  '*  such  a  licence  to  insert  words  at  pleasure,  cannot  be  allow- 
able/' Heb.  lit.  "thay  gave  cities  of  Hebrew  rffuge,  Hebron/*  &c  The  "sen^e 
absolutely  disallows  the  word  Judah,'*  which  in  omitted,  (Jos.  xxi.  13,)  as  well  m 
m  some  Heb.  IfSS*  In  the  Bamberg  and  Complut.  editions,  and  in  those  of  Jab- 
lonski  and  Michoclis. — Arit  uoirie$/*  ought  to  be  air,  **a  city/'  a*  only  one  Is 
meant.  We  should  aI«o  add,  with  the  Arab,  and  Syrioc,  and  the  parallel  parage 
In  Josue,  "and  her  suburb*/*  uftcr  Hebron.  Kennicott. 

Veb.  59-  Asant  perhaps  Jetbnan,  or  Ain.  Jo*,  xv.  23.  and  xxi.  15.  Syriac 
adds  Ethra.  C. — Bethsemc**  Sept.  Alex,  subjoins,  w  Baither  and  IU  suburbs." 
H. — All  these  cities  were  in  the  tribes  of  Juda  and  of  Simeon,  M. 

Ver.  00.  Almath.  Jos.  Ahnon. — Thirteen;  hut  Geta  and  Gabaon  arc  not 
here  expressed.  Jos.  xxi.  1&  17.  C. — Sept.  Alex.  iuwru,  "  Lottos,**  before,  and 
11  Anchos,  with  its  suburbs/*  after  Anathoih,  thus  muking  fourteen  :  but  thoM  ad- 
ditional cities  were  not  sacerdotal.  H. 

Ter.  61.    Out  of    We  may  supply,  "the  tribe  of  Dan,  Ephraim/'  &c*r  us 
only  two  cities  belonged  to  M«ni«HW.  Jos.  xxi.  25.  C. — Double  that  number  was 
taker  from  the  two  other  tribes-  M- 
42* 


Ver.  67.  Of  the.  lit  "cities  to  flee  to,  (or  of  refuge,)  Sichem/'  (H.) 
which  might  induce  some  to  suppose  that  all  thes*  cities  were  of  this  description  ; 
but,  in  rvality,  only  Sichem  liad  that  privilege.  C. — tfept  i»  liable  to  the  same  am* 
biguity.  See  ver.  57,  (H.)  Jos.  xx.  27,  and  xxi.  21. 

Veb.  70.  Aner  and  Baalnmy  perhaps  the  same  as  7*ftanaeh  and  Gethremmonf 
which  were  given  to  the  children  of  Caath  of  the  inferior  degree,  (Jos.  xxi.  1*6. 
C.)  or,  icho  were  left  out  of  the  rank  of  priests,  (M.)  or  before  unprovided  for,  as 
the  partition  was  made  at  different  times. — Baa  lam*  Heb.  u  Balaam."  Sept. 
u  lb)  nam  M  is  the  Jeblaam,  Jos.  xvii.  11. 

CHAP.  VII.  Ver.  i.    Jasub*  or  Job.    See  Gen.  xlvi.  13;  Xum.  xxtLSS.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Chiefs.  They  were  at  the  head  of  distinct  families.  M. — David. 
We  know  that  David  took  an  account  of  hid  fighting  men.  2  Kings  xxi  v.  But 
it  is  not  certain  that  this  register  was  made  at  that  time;  as  we  read  that 
Benjamin  wua  not  numbered*  chap.  xxi.  6.  The**  lists  were  probably  mads 
when  some  expedition  was  intended  by  David.  The  author  was  not,  per- 
haps, able  to  recover  the  accounts  of  Xephtali,  Manasses,  and  Ephraim,  no  more 
than  the  genealogies  of  Dan  (ver.  12)  and  Zabulon,  which  do  not  appear  in  this 
book.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Sons*  fnr  "the  son,"  D. — Tzrahia*  He  alone  deserved  to  be  men- 
tioned. See  ver.  H.  where  only  three  sons  of  Benjamin  ap|K-ar,  though  there  were 
more,  chap.  viii.  2.  T. — Fwet  comprising  Izrahia,  M  all  chief*,"  (II.)  men  of 
nolo,  (D.)  or  one  name  may  he  lost.  C. 

Veb.  4.  Children*  who  had  numerous  offspring  (H.)  ;  so  that  In  the  day* 
of  David  these  descendants  of  Thola  amounted  to  so  many.  M. 
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5  Their  brethren  also  throughout  all  the  house  of  Is- 
sachar,  were  numbered  fourscore  and  seven  thousand 
most  valiant  men  for  war. 

6  The  sons  of  ■Benjamin  were,  Bela,  and  Bechor,  and 
Jadihel,  three. 

7  The  sons  of  Bela:  Esbon,  and  Ozi,  and  Ozial,  and 
Jerimoth,  and  Urai,  five  chiefs  of  their  families,  and  most 
valiant  warriors,  and  their  number  was  twenty-two  thou- 
sand and  thirty-four. 

8  And  the  sons  of  Bechor  were,  Zamira,  and  Joas,  and 
Eliezer,  and  Elioenai.  and  Amri,  and  Jerimoth,  and  Abia, 
and  Anathoth,  and  Almath :  all  these  were  the  sons  of 

Bechor.                                    .jflBl; '  -.rnSdfel 

9  And  they  were  numbered  by  the  families,  heads  of 
their  kindreds,  most  valiant  men  for  war,  twenty  thousand 
-and  two  hundred. 

10  And  the  sons  of  Jadihel :  Balan.    And  the  sons  of 
Balan  :  Jehus,  and  Benjamin,  and  Aod,  and  Chanana,  and 
Zethan,  and  Tharsis,  and  Ahisahar. 

1 1  All  these  were  sons  of  Jadihel,  heads  of  their  kin- 
dreds, most  valiant  men,  seventeen  thousand  and  two 
hundred,  fit  to  go  out  to  war. 

12  Sepham  also,  and  Hapham,  the  sons  of  Hir:  and 
i     Hasim.  the  sons  of  Aher. 

13  b  And  the  sons  of  Nephtali ;  were  Jasiel,  and  Guni, 
and  Jezer,  and  Sellum,  sons  of  Bala. 

14  And  the  son  of  Manasses,  Ezriel :  and  his  concu- 
bine, the  Syrian,  bore  Machir,  the  father  of  Galaad, 

15  And  Machir  took  wives  for  his  sons  Happhim,  and 
Saphan  :   and  he  had  a  sister,  named  Maacha :  the 
name  of  the  second  was  Salphaad,  and  Salphaad  had 
daughters. 

16  And  Maacha,  the  wife  of  Machir,  bore  a  son,  and 
she  called  his  name  Phares  :  and  the  name  of  his  brother 
was  Sares  :  and  his  sons  were,  Ulam  and  Recen. 

17  And  the  son  of  Ulam,  Badan.    These  are  the  sons 
of  Galaad,  the  son  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Manasses. 

18  And  his  sister,  named  Queen,  bore  Goodlyman, 

f*pfj  A  hipypr   nnn    vlnhn  a 
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and  Leci,  and  Aniam. 

20  And  the  sons  of  Ephraim  :  were  Suthala,  Bared, 

his  son,  Thahath,  his  son,  Elada,  his  son,  Thahath,  his 
son,  and  his  son  Zabad, 

21  And  his  son,  Suthala,  and  his  son,  Ezer,  and  Elad: 
and  the  men  of  Geth,  born  in  the  land,  slew  them,  be- 
cause they  came  down  to  invade  their  possessions. 

22  And  Ephraim,  their  father,  mourned  many  days,  ' 
and  his  brethren  came  to  comfort  him. 

23  And  he  went  in  to  his  wife :  and  she  conceived, 
and  bore  a  son,  and  he  called  his  name  Beria ;  because 
he  was  born  when  it  went  evil  with  his  house : 

24  And  his  daughter  was  Sara,  who  built  Bethoron, 
the  nether  and  the  upper,  and  Ozensara. 

25  And  Rapha  was  his  son,  and  Reseph,  and  Thale, 
of  whom  was  born  Thaan, 

26  Who  begot  Laadan  :  and  his  son  was  Ammiud, 
who  begot  Elisama, 

27  Of  whom  was  born  Nun,  who  had  Josue  for  his  son. 

28  And  their  possessions  and  habitations  were  Bethel, 
with  her  daughters,  and  eastward  Noran,  and  westward 
Gazer  and  her  daughters,  Sichem  also,  with  her  daughters, 
as  far  as  Asa,  with  her  daughters. 

29  And  by  the  borders  of  the  sons  of  Manasses,  Beth- 
san,  and  her  daughters,  Thanach,  and  her  daughters,  Ma- 
geddo,  and  her  daughters,  Dor,  and  her  daughters:  in 
these  dwelt  the  children  of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Israel. 

30  The  children  of (  Aser  were,  Jemna,  and  Jesua,  and 
Jessui,  and  Baria,  and  Sara,  their  sister. 

31  And  the  sons  of  Baria:  Heber,  and  Melchiel:  he 
is  the  father  of  Barsaith. 

32  And  Heber  begot  Jephlat,  and  Somer,  and  Ho- 
tham,  and  Suaa,  their  sister. 

33  The  sons  of  Jephlat :  Phosech,  and  Chamaal.  and 
Asoth  :  these  are  the  sons  of  Jephlat. 

34  And  the  sons  of  Somer  :  Ahi,  and  Roaga,  and  Ha- 
ba,  and  Aram. 

35  And  the  sons  of  Helem,  his  brother :  Supha,  and 
Jemna,  and  Selles,  and  AmaL 

36  The  sons  of  Supha :  Sue,  Harnapher,  and  Sual, 
ana  Den,  ana  jamra, 

0/    Dosor,  ana  nod,  ana  &amma,  and  balusa,  and 
Jethran,  and  Bera. 

38  The  sons  of  Jether:  Jephone,  and  Phaspha,  and  Ara. 

•  Gen.  xM.  13.— *  Gen.  rlrl.  SI. 

•  Gen.  xlrL  J4. 

Ver.  5.    War.    In  all  this  tribe  could  muster  145.100  men  at  that  time.  C. 
V'er.  6.    Benjamin;  amaa  perhaps  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar.    See  ver.  10. — 
Jadihel.  or  AsbH  in  Genesis. 

Vkr.  7.    (Jrai,  a  grandson,  called  IHr,  ver.  12.  C. 

Ver.  12.  And  Hapham  ;  called  tfophim  and  Ophim,  {Ota.  xlvi.,)  and  Bo- 
phim  and  ITupliara,  Num.  xxvi.  39. — Aher,  in  Heb.  means,  "another"  aon, 
called  Hazira  ■  or  more  probably  Aher  ougnt  to  bo  Dan,  the  fattier  of  Husim, 
fGen.  xlvi.        as  Dan  and  Xephtali  bad  both  the  same  mother,  Bala.  Ver.  13.  C 

Ver.  14.  Son.  Heb.  "sons  .  .  Ezriel,  whom  she  bore."  This  seems  im- 
perfect. The  Hebrews  seldom  name  the  mother.  C. — Sept.  Intimate  that  the 
Syrian  wife  was  mother  of  both.  H.— Galaad,  whose  posterity  enjoyed  the  coun- 
try of  the  same  name  ( Num.  xxii.  29,  and  rxxii.  41 ) ;  only  Machir  is  mentioned 
is  the  son  of  Mud  asses. 

Ver.  15.  And  Saphan.  S.  Jerom  seems  to  have  taken  them  for  women.  If 
they  were  the  sons  of  Hir,  (ver.  12,)  Machir  probably  adopted  them. 

Ver.  17.  Vadan.  perhaps  the  same  with  Jalr  (Judg.  x.  3;  1  Kings  xii.  11. 
C,)j  or  rather  in  Hits  last  place,  the  Syr.,  &e.,  read  moro  correctly  Barac,  and  Sam- 
son instead  of  Samuel,  who  was  then  speaking.  See  Heb.  xi.  32.  There  waa  no  such 
deliverer  os  Badsn,  but  the  word  has  been  corrupted  from  Barae.  Sept.  Kennicott. 

Van.  Km.  Queen.  Heb.  "  Moicoth  bore  Aiss-Eub."  S.  Jerom  and  the 
Lutfn  Church  translate  these  names.  W. — Prot  "  Hammoleketh  bore  Ishod." 
11. — The  proper  names  might  have  been  as  well  retained,  (C.)  as  in  the  Sept. 
11.— Abtizer,  (19)  Zed,  are  the  Jeser  and  Chelelc,  Nuin.  xxvi.  30. 

  .     _  - 

Ver.  20.  Bared.  Thahath,  probably  called  Becher  and  Theh*n,  in  Nam. 
Three  alone  are  there  mentioned,  though  the  other  thirteen,  whose  names  are 
given,  seem  to  hare  been  oil  the  immediate  sons  of  Ephraim,  fC.)  since  he  mourns 
for  them,  (ver.  22.  M.)  and  has  other  children  afterwards.  H. 

Vkr.  81,  Sen,  Ezer.  Heb.  "  and  Ezer  and  Elad."  //»>  eon,  after  each, 
seema  to  be  twice  omitted,  as  these  were  in  tho  same  degree  as  the  rest.  Sept 
agree  with  the  Vulg.  H,— Because  they,  the  sons  of  EDhraim,  (C.  Sec.,)  or  the 
men  of  Geth.  Syr.  and  Arab.  D.  N.  T. — The  text  is  ambiguous,  bnt  the  former 
supposition  seems  more  rational,  ( H.)  and  more  generally  received.  C. 

Ver.  23.  Beria.  This  name  signifies,  in  evil,  or  Cm  affliction.  Ch.  -  9rw«, 
u  in  howling."  M. 

Ver.  24.    Daughter,  or  irreat-arand daughter,  repaired  these  three  cities.  C. 

Ver.  26.    Thale..    Heb.  "  and  Thale,  his  son,  and  Thaan.  his  son."  These 
seem  to  have  been  the  sons  of  Ephraim.    The  following  were  their  descendants. 
H-— At  least  Elisnmo  was  prince  in  the  wilderness.  (C.)  under  Moses  (Xum.  i 
10.  II.)  ;  and  Josue,  the  sixth  from  Ephraim,  was  fifty-four  years  old  when  the 
Israelites  left  Egypt 

Ver.  29.    Daughter*.  Sept  "  villages."— Joxep h,  by  Ephi-ai-n  and  Manasiee. 
west  of  the  Jordan.  H. 

Ver.  34.    Aram,    Add,  "and  Helem."  (C.)  unless  Bthva  waft  the  first-born 
(ver.  85)  of  Ahi.  which  signifies  "brother."    Perhaps  Helem  was  brother  of 
Somer,  called  Hftfttm.  ver.  3'J 

Ver.  38.    Jephone.    The  father  of  Caleb  waa  of  the  tribe  of  Juda.  C. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


I.  PARALIPOMENON 


Chap.  IX 


39  And  the  sons  of  Olla:  Aree.  and  Haniel,  and 

Heaia. 

40  All  tnese  were  sons  of  Aser,  heads  of  their  families, 
choice  and  most  valiant  captains  of  captains :  and  the 
number  of  them  that  were  of  the  age  that  was  fit  for  war, 
was  six  and  twenty  thousand. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

27ie  posterity  of  Benjamin  is  further  declared  down  to  Said.    His  issue. 

NOW  "Benjamin  begot  Bale,  his  first-born,  Asbel,  the 
second,  Ahara,  the  third, 
2  Nohaa,  the  fourth,  and  Rapha,  the  fifth. 
.  3  And  the  sons  of  Bale  were  :  Addar,  and  Gera,  and 
Abiudjf  *  ;^*gV"  ~  .   ^  . 

4  And  Abisue,  and  Naaman,  and  Ahoe, 

5  And  Gera,  and  Sephuphan,  and  Huram. 

6  These  are  the  sons  of  Ahod,  heads  of  families  that 
dwelt  in  Gabaa,  who  were  removed  into  Manahath. 

7  And  Naaman,  and  Achia,  and  Gera,  he  removed 
them,  and  begot  Oza,  and  Ahiud. 

8  And  Saharim  begot  in  the  land  of  Moab,  after  he 
sent  away  Ilusim  and  Bara,  his  wives. 

9  And  he  begot  of  Hodes,  his  wife,  Jobab,  and  Sebia, 
and  Mosa.  and  Molchom. 

10  And  Jehus,  and  Sechia,  and  Marma.  These  were 
his  sons,  heads  of  their  families. 

1 1  And  Mehusim  begot  Abitob,  and  Elphaal. 

12  And  the  sons  of  Elphaal :  were  Heber,  and  Misaam, 
and  Samad  :  who  built  Ono,  and  Lod,  and  its  daughters. 

13  And  Baria,  and  Sama.  were  heads  of  their  kindreds 
that  dwelt  in  Aialon  :  these  drove  away  the  inhabitants  of 
Geth. 

14  And  Ahio.  and  Sesac,  and  Jerimoth, 

15  And  Zabadia,  and  Arod,  and  Heder, 

16  And  Michael,  and  Jespha,  and  Joha,  the  sons  of 
Baria, 

17  And  Zabadia,  and  Mosollam,  and  Hezeci,  and 
Heber, 

18  And  Jesamari,  and  Jezlia,  and  Jabab,  sons  of  El- 
phaal, 

19  And  Jacim.  and  Zechri.  and  Zabdi. 

20  And  Elioenai,  and  Seletbai,  and  Elial, 

»  Op.  x\vi.  21 ;  Supra,  vil.  «. 


Ver.  40.  Of  captains  ;  a  Hebrew  idiom,  to  denote  the  most  excellent-  H. — 
Heb.  "  chief  of  rhe  princes."  All  mentioned  from  ver.  30  were  at  the  head  of 
their  tribe,  in  succession  and  led  their  brethren  to  battle.  C. 

CHAP.  VIII.  Ver.  1.  Benjamin.  Some  farther  particulars  of  his  genealogy 
are  given,  for  the  honour  of  Saul  (C.)  ;  and  many  of  those  who  returned  from 
captivity  are  mentioned-  1  Esd.  x.  11.  Sanciius. — Bale,  &c,  are  called  Belat 
(M.  chap.  vii.  fi.)  Jadiel,  and  Ahiram.  or  EchL  Num.  xxvi.  86;  Gen.  xlvi. 

Vbr.  6.  Akod,  the  judge.  Judg.  iii.  15. — Manahath;  the  Menuchat  in  the 
tribe  of  Juda,  fchap.  ii.  54,)  after  the  captivity.  C- 

Ver.  7.  Naaman  was  the  first-born  of  Ahod ;  and  Gera  preTailed  on  his 
brethren  to  leare  Gabaa,  (T.)  and  wa;<  probably  the  father  of  Oza.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Saharim.  I :  is  father  is  not  specified  :  but  he  was  a  Benjamite.  M. 
— Begot.  Prot.  "  children  in  the  country  of  Moab,  after  ho  had  sent  them  away : 
Hoshim  and  Baara  were  his  wive£."  But  the  Sept.  Intimate  that  "Saharim 
begot  .  .  .  after  ho  had.  sent  away  Os-im,  and  his  wife  Basra,  and  he  begot  of  Ado," 
&c  H. 

Ver.  12.  Ono  was  three  miles  from  Lod,  orDiospolis,  (Lightfoot,)  built  after 
the  return  from  Babylon,  (1  Esd.  ii.  23.  C.)  in  the  territory  of  Benjamin.  M. 

Ver.  13.  And  Sama.  They  are  supposed  to  have  been  sons  of  Elphaal.  C. 
— Aialon  belroged  to  Dan.  Jos.  xix.  42.  But  it  was  near  Benjamin,  (M.)  and 
was  probably  occupied  by  people  chiefly  of  that  tribe.  H. 

Ver.  16.  Baria,  son  of  Elphaal.  Whether  the  follamng  were  his  brothers 
does  not  appear  certain,  as  it  seems  more  natural  to  have  placed  all  his  father's 
children  together,  ver.  12,  and  18. 

Van.  28  Fcmiluyt  Heb.  "Thee'?  were  hoods  of  the  fethere  by  their  genera- 
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21  And  Adaia,  and  Baraia,  and  Samareth,  the  sons  of 

Seraei.       /?     '  '  \ 

22  And  Jespham,  and  Heber,  and  Elicl, 

23  And  Abdon,  and  Zechri,  and  Hanan, 

24  And  Hanania,  and  Elam,  and  Anathothia, 

25  And  Jephdaia,  and  Phanuel,  the  sons  of  Sesac. 

26  And  Samsari,  and  Sohoria,  and  Otholia, 

27  And  Jersia,  and  Alia,  and  Zechri,  the  sons  of  Jero- 
ham. 

2S  These  were  the  chief  fathers,  and  heads  of  their 
families,  who  dwelt  in  Jerusalem. 

29  And  bat  Gabaon  dwelt  Abigabaon,  and  the  name  of 
his  wife  was  Maacha : 

30  And  his  first-born  son,  Abdon,  and  Sur,  and  Cis, 
and  Baal,  and  Nadab, 

31  And  Gedor,  and  Ahio,  and  Zacher,  and  Macelloth. 

32  And  Macelloth  begot  Samaa :  and  they  dwelt  over 
against  their  brethren  in  Jerusalem,  with  their  brethren. 

33  cAnd  Ner  begot  Cis,  and  Cis  begot  Saul.  And 
Saul  begot  Jonathan,  and  Melchisua,  and  Abinadab,  and 
Esbaal.  • 

34  And  the  son  of  Jonathan  was  Meribbaal :  and 
Meribbaal  begot  Micha. 

35  And  the  sons  of  Micha,  were  Phithon,  and  Melech, 
and  Tharaa,  and  Ahaz. 

36  And  Ahaz  begot  Joada  :  and  Joada  begot  Alamath 
and  Azmoth,  and  Zaniri :  and  Zamri  begot  Mosa, 

37  And  Mosa  begot  Banaa,  whose  son  was  Rapha,  of 
whom  was  born  Elasa,  who  begot  Asel. 

38  And  Asel  had  six  sons,  whose  names  were  Ezricam, 
Bochru,  Isinahel,  Saria,  Obdia,  and  Hanan.  All  these 
were  the  sons  of  Asel. 

39  And  the  sons  of  Esec,  his  brother,  were  Ulam,  the 
first-born,  and  Jehus,  the  second,  and  Eliphalet,  the  third. 

40  And  the  sons  of  Ulam  were  most  valiant  men,  and 
archers  of  great  strength :  and  they  had  many  sons  and 
grandsons,  even  to  a  hundred  and  fifty.  All  these  were 
children  of  Benjamin. 

.  CHAP.  IX. 

The  Israelites,  Priests,  and  Levites,  who  first  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  after  the  , 
captivity.    A  repetition  of  the  genealogy  of  Saul. 

*  iDfra,  fx.  35.— «  1  Sines  xiv.  51 ;  Infra,  Ix.  59. 


tions,  chief  men."  Prot.  H.— Jerusalem,  probably  after  the  captivity.  We  find 
none  of  these  names  from  ver.  14,  in  the  daya  of  Joaue ;  arid  it  was  not  easy  fin- 
people  to  establish  themselves  at  Jerusalem  till  David  had  expelled  the  Jebusites. 
C. — Yet  we  find  that  the  tribei  of  Juda  and  of  Benjamin  had  seized  the  lower  city 
long  before.  Jos.  xviii.  28.  H. 

Vbr.  29.  Dwelt.  Lit  "they  dwelt."  But  Heb.  and  Sept.  "in  Gabaon, 
dwelt  the  father  of  Gabaan,"  (H.)  who  was  ealled  Jehiel,  (cbap.ix.S5,)  or  Abiei. 
1  Kings  ix.  1.  C. 

Ver.  30.  Baal.  Add,  "and  Ner,"  (ver.  S3;  chap.  ix.  38,)  aa  the  SepL  have 
it  here  also. 

Vbr.  32.  Over  against,  (n  the  vicinity,  while  some  remained  at  Gabaon.  See 
Gen.  xvi.  12.  C— The  family  of  Cis  resided  at  Gabaa.  1  Kings  x.  26.  M. 

Ver.  33.  Ner,  son  of  Abie!,  or  of  Jebiel,  prince  of  Gabaon,  ver.  29.  H.— 
From  Aphia  sprung  Bechorah,Seror,  Abisl,  (1  Kings  ix.,)  who  is  also  called  Ner  and 
Jehiel.  He  had  Nor,  the  father  of  Abner,  and  Cis,  father  of  Saul.  M. — Abinadab, 
or  Jessui.  1  Kings  xiv.  49.  C— Esbaal,  alias  Isboseth.  Ch.— The  Hebrews  avoid 
pronouncing  the  name  of  the  idol,  and  substitute  bosct  h,  "confusion."  C. — Hence 
it  is  clear  that  many  bad  two  names.  D. 

Vbr.  34.    Meribbaal,  alias  Mcphiboseth.  2  Kings  iv.  4.  Ch.  2  Kings  ix.  M. 

Ver.  40.  Archers,  particularly  the  natives  of  Gabaa.  Judg.  xx.  16.  Jona- 
than is  praised- for  his  skill.  2  Kings  i.  22.  M. 

CHAP.  IX.  Vkr.  1.  Israel.  These  registers  were  preserved  by  those  who 
flod  from  the  arms  of  Salmanasar  into  the  kingdom  of  Juda.  Snch  records  wen 
preserved  with  the  utmost  care,  and  were  collected  by  the  author ;  who  could  givt 
an  account  of  what  happened  during  and  after  the  captivity,  as  he  v.  a*  an  irre- 


WMWiOWMytS&OOidORI 

www.fatlmuinoveriK'nt.com 

www.ihirdscctcttilTnlnnu.ann 


Chap.  IX. 

AND  all  Israel  was  numbered :  and  the  sum  of  them 
was  written  in  the  Book  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and 
Juda :  and  they  were  carried  away  to  Babylon  for  their 
transgression. 

2  .Now  the  first  that  dwelt  in  their  possessions,  and  in 
their  cities,  were  the  Israelites,  and  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  and  the  Nathineans. 

3  And  in  Jerusalem  dwelt  of  the  children  of  Juda,  and 
of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  and  of  the  children  of 
Ephraim,  and  of  Manasses. 

4  Othei,  the  son  of  Ammiud,  the  son  of  Amri,  the  son 
of  Omrai,  the  son  of  Bonni,  of  the  sons  of  Phares,  the  son 
of Juda; 

5  And  of  Siloni :  Asaia,  the  first-born,  and  his  sons : 

6  And  of  the  sons  of  Zara :  Jehuel,  and  their  brethren, 

six  hundred  and  ninety. 

7  And  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin:  Salo,  the  son  of  Mo- 
sollam,  the  son  of  Oduia,  the  son  of  Asana. 

8  And  Jobania,  the  son  of  Jeroham  :  and  Ela,  the  son 
of  Ozi,  the  son  of  Mochori :  and  Mosollam,  the  son  of 
Saphatias,  the  son  of  Rahuel,  the  son  of  Jebania: 

9  And  their  brethren  by  their  families,  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-six.  All  these  were  heads  of  their  families  by 
the  houses  of  their  fathers. 

10  And  of  the  priests:  Jedaia,  Joiarib,  and  Jachin: 

11  And  Azarias,  the  son  of  Helcias,  the  son  of  Mosol- 
lam, the  son  of  Sadoc,  the  son  of  M.araioth,  the  son  of 
Achitob,  high  priest  of  the  house  of  God. 

12  And  Adaias,  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Phas- 
sur,  the  son  of  Melchias :  and  Maasai,  the  son  of  Adiel, 
the  son  of  Jezra,  the  son  of  Mosollam,  the  son  of  Mosol- 
lamith,  the  son  of  Emmer. 

13  And  their  brethren,  heads  in  their  families,  a  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  threescore ;  very  strong  and  able 
men  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  house  of  God. 

14  And  of  the  Levites :  Semeia,  the  son  of  Hassub,  the 
son  of  Ezricam,  the  son  of  Has^bia,  of  the  sons  of  Me- 
rari. 

15  And  Bacbacar,  the  carpenter,  and  Galal,  and  Ma- 

proachable  eye-witness ;  not  to  mention  the  Divine  Inspiration,  which  places  his 
testimony  out  of  the  reach  of  criticism.  C. — The  genealogies  of  Israel  being  hitherto 
recited,  now  those  who  came  back  from  captivity  appear*  W. 

Ver.  2.  First.  He  only  treats  of  those  who  returned  first.  (T.)  under  Esdras. 
il. — Nchemias  brought  back  others,  and  more  returned  afterwards.  Many  also 
retook  possession  of  their  lands,  which  they  had  enjoyed  before  the  captivity.  1 
£sd.  iii.  12.— Xathinmns.  These  were  the  posterity  of  the  Gabaonites,  whose 
office  was  to  bring  wood,  water,  fee.,  for  the  service  of  the  temple.  Ch.  Jos.  ix. 
27. — The  number  of  those  who  returned  was  so  small  that  days  were  appointed 
for  all  the  people  to  help  to  carry  wood  for  the  temple. 

Ver.  3.  Manaeses.  People  from  these  tribes  particularly,  (H.)  as  well  as 
from  others,  had  fled  to  the  kingdom  of  Juda  when  the  Assyrians  took  their 
brethren  prisoners;  and  these  returned  to  Jerusalem.  M.— Cyrus  gave  a  general 
leave  for  all  Israel  to  return. 

Ver.  11.  Azarias,  or  Saraios.  ib.  \\.— Mosollam,  or  Sellura.  Chap.  vi.  12. 
C. — High  is  not  expressed  in  Pontifex;  and  this  Azarias  was  only  (H.)  one  of 
the  principal  families  (M.  D.) ;  perhaps  the  second  in  dignity  (4  Kings  xxv.  18) ; 
while  Jesus  was  the  successor  of  Aaron.  1  Esd.  iii.  8.  C. — Heb.  end  Sept.  "  the 
ruler,"  (H.)  or  "  captain  of  the  guard  of  the  house."  C. — They  were  styled  pon- 
tiffs, or  princes  of  the  priests.  T. 

Ver.  12.  Phassur,  Pheshur,  CH.)  or  Phetur.  From  him  sprung  Zacharias, 
Ami,  Pheleliu,  Jehoram ;  so  that  the  last  was  only  the  great-grandson  of  Phassur. 
2  Esd.  xi.  12. — Maasai.  In  Esd.  (ver.  13)  Amassai,  the  son  of  Azreel,  the  $on 
#/  Ah/izi. 

Vzr.  14.    Levites,  established  at  Jerusalem. 

Ver.  15.  Carpenter.  Heb.  Cheresch,  (cross,)  is  taken  by  some  to  be  a  sur- 
MDie.   Sept.  "And  Ares." 

Irk.  16.  Suburbs,  or  "courts,"  atriis.  H. — Heb.  "villages."  M. — Neto- 
pi.au  was  a  town  of  Juda.  The  ancient  regulations  could  not  be  observed  exactly. 
C. — The  priests  received  the  tflftta  into  their  cities*  D. 


Chap.  IX. 

thania,  the  son  of  Micha,  the  son  of  Zuchri,  the  son  of 
Asaph : 

16  And  Obdia,  the  son  of  Semeia,  the  son  of  Galal, 
the  son  of  Idithun  :  and  Barachia,  the  son  of  Asa,  the  son 
of  Elcana,  who  dwelt  in  the  suburbs  of  Netophati. 

17  And  the  porters  were,  Sellum,  and  Accub,  and  Tel- 
mon,  and  Ahimam:  and  their  brrtl.er,  Sellum,  was  the 
prince.  * 

18  Until  that  time,  in  the  king*  gate  eastward,  the 
sons  of  Levi  waited  by  their  turns. 

19  But  Sellum,  the  son  of  Core,  the  son  of  Abiasaph. 
the  son  of  Core,  with  his  brethren,  and  his  father's  house, 
the  Corites,  were  over  the  works  of  the  sen- ice,  keepers  of 
the  gates  of  the  tabernacle :  and  their  families  in  turns 
were  keepers  of  the  entrance  of  the  camp  of  the  Lord. 

20  And  Phinees,  the  son  of  Eleazar,  was  their  prince 
before  the  Lord ; 

21  And  Zacharias,  the  son  of  Mosollamia,  was  porter 
of  the  gate  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  testimony. 

22  AH  these  that  were  chosen  to  be  porters  at  the  gates, 
were  two  hundred  and  twelve :  and  they  were  registered 
in  their  proper  towns:  whom  David,  and  Samuel,  the 
seer,  appointed  in  their  trust ; 

23  As  well  them  as  their  sons,  to  keep  the  gates  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  tabernacle,  by  their  turns. 

24  In  four  quarters  were  the  porters :  that  is  to  say, 
towards  the  east,  and  west,  and  north,  and  south. 

25  And  their  brethren  dwelt  in  villages,  and  came  upon 
their  sabbath-days  from  time  to  time. 

26  To  these  four  Levites  were  committed  the  whole 
number  of  the  porters,  and  they  were  over  the  chambers, 
and  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  ; 

27  And  they  abode  in  their  watches  round  about  the 
temple  of  the  Lord :  that  when  it  was  time,  they  might 
open  the  gates  in  the  morning. 

28  And  some  of  their  stock  had  the  charge  of  the  ves- 
sels for  the  ministry  :  for  the  vessels  were  both  brought  in 
and  carried  out  by  number. 

29  Some  of  them  also  had  the  instruments  of  the  sanc- 

Vek.  17.  Sellum  had  the  superintendency  over  all  the  porters.  H. — He  wej 
also  ut  the  head  of  one  of  the  four  bands  which  guarded  the  doors,  east,  w<  *, 
north,  and  south  of  the  temple,  with  the  various  apartments.  Ver.  '20.  C. — Bro- 
ther.   Heb.  "brethren,"  or  bauds.  H. 

Ver.  18.  Time.  Heb.  "and  hitherto."  This  custom  has  been  ohserved  eJ 
the  king's  gate,  who  entered  his  tribune  by  the  eastern  gate  of  the  temple.  4  Kingi 
xvi.  Id.    So  far  the  ancient  records  reach. 

Ver.  19.  Service,  to  keep  watch.  C—  Families.  Heb.  "fathers  over  thf 
host,  (II.)  or  catnp  of  the  Lord ;  keepers  of  the  entry."  The  Corites,  though  noi 
perhaps  alone,  performed  what  their  fathers  hud  done  before  the  tabernacle,  in  the 
desert,  and  in  the  temple  of  Solomon  ;  which  were  considered  as  the  camp  of  iht 
great  king. 

Ver.  SO.  Before.  Heb.  "  the  Lord  with  him."  an  usual  form  of  blessing, 
(C.)  or  of  wishing  well  (H.)  to  the  deceased.  C. — This  Phinees  lived  after  the 
captivity,  (M.)  and  possessed  the  same  power  as  Eleazar  and  Joiada.  Chap.  xiL 
27  ;  Num.  iii.  32. 

Ver.  21.  Gate,  leading  to  the  holy  place,  which  corresponded  with  the  taber- 
nacle. 

Ver.  22.  Totsns,  where  they  resided  when  they  were  not  on  dutj.  M.— 
Seer,  or  prophet.  H. — We  read  not  of  his  making  any  such  regulation.  But  li: 
probably  made  it  after  the  misconduct  of  the  sons  of  Heli,  and  when  the  ark  w»« 
brought  back.  C- — T rust,  while  they  were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  acting  by 
God's  authority.  Lit.  "in  tbeir  faith"  (H.) ;  enlightened  from  above,  atd 
regulating  mutters  according  to  the  dispositions  which  they  discovered  in  the 
sacred  ministers  :  or  rather  Huh.  "in  their  established  employment,"  which  wn* 
to  subsist  in  future  ages.  C. 

Ver.  26.  To  these,  hob.  "  for  these  Levites,  (Sellum.  Ac,  ver.  17,)  four  chief 
porters  rcere  in  their  set  office,"  for  life,  or  as  long  as  they  were  able  to  serve, 
and  did  not  change  every  week  like  the  rest. — Lord :  the  apartments  of  the  priests, 
and  the  storehouses,  (H.)  where  all  precious  ornaments,  wine,  stc.,  were  kept.  0. 
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Chap.  X. 


I.  PARALIPOMENON. 


Chap.  XI. 


tuary  committed  unto  them,  and  the  charge  of  the  fine 
flour,  and  wine,  and  oil,  and  frankincense,  and  spices. 

30  And  the  sons  of  the  priests  made  the  ointments  of 
the  spices. 

31  And  Mathathias,  a  Levite,  the  first-born  of  Sellum, 
the  Corite,  was  overseer  of  such  things  as  were  fried  in 
the  frying-pan. 

32  And  some  of  the  sons  of  Caath,  their  brethren,  were 
over  the  loaves  of  proposition,  to  prepare  always  new  for 
every  sabbath. 

33  These  are  the  chief  of  the  sino-incr  men.  of  the 
families  of  the  Levites,  who  dwelt  in  the  chambers,  by  the 
temple,  that  they  might  serve  continually,  day  and  night, 
in  tneir  ministry. 

34  The  heads  of  the  Levites,  princes  in  their  families, 
abode  in  Jerusalem. 

35  And*  in  Gabaon  dwelt  Jehiel,  the  father  of  Gabaon, 
and  the  name  of  his  wife  was  Maacha. 

36  His  first-born  son,  Abdon,  and  Sur,  and  Cis,  and 
Baal,  and  Ner,  and  Nadub, 

37  Gedor  also,  and  Ahio,  and  Zacharias,  and  Ma- 
cellotly--^;^  ^^jjfa^^^'.r^f^^^y,  -„  ;i; 

38  And  Macelloth  begot  Samaan :  these  dwelt  over 
against  their  brethren  in  Jerusalem,  with  their  brethren. 

39  ''Now  Ner  begot  Cis,  and  Cis  begot  Saul,  and  Saul 
begot  Jonathan,  and  Melchisua,  and  Aminadab,  and  Esbaal. 

40  And  the  son  of  Jonathan  was  Meribbaal :  and 
Meribbaal  begot  Micha. 

41  And  the  sons  of  Micha,  were  Phithon,  and  Melech, 
and  Tharaa,  and  Ahaz. 

42  And  Ahaz  begot  Jara,  and  Jara  begot  Alamath, 
and  Azmoth,  and  Zamri.    And  Zamri  begot  Mosa: 

43  Aud  Mosa  begot  Banaa  :  whose  son  Raphaia  begot 
Elasa :  of  whom  was  born  Ascl. 

44  And  Asel  had  six  sons,  whose  names  are,  Ezricam, 
Bochru,  Ismahel,  Saria,  Obdia,  Hanan :  these  are  the 
sons  of  Asel. 

CHAP.  X. 

Sa>tl  is  slain  f-r  his  suit :  he  is  buried  by  the  men  of  Jabes. 

IVTOW  cthe  Philistines  fought  against  Israel,  and  the 
A^i  men  of  Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines,  and 
fell  down  wounded  in  Mount  Gelboe. 


»  Supra,  Tiii  29.—*  Supra,  vllt.  S3.— *  1  Ki:ig5  ixxi.  I.—*  A.  M.  29«,  A-  C.  1055. 


Ver.  30.  Priests.  They  alone  were  allowed  to  make  the  composition,  which 
no  mortal  was  permitted  to  use  (C.)  for  his  own  pleasure.  H.  Exod.  xxx.  34. 

Ver.  31.  Pan,  to  he  offered  on  the  altar  of  holocausts,  (Lev.  ii.  4,  aud  vii. 
12,)  or  to  bo  eaten  by  the  priests.  Ezec.  xlvi.  20.  Mathathias  was  to  take  care 
that  all  this  was  done  with  decency,  (C.)  and  to  look  after  the  utensils. 

Veh.  32.  Proposition.  Heb.  "of  arrangement"  (Exod.  xxxv.  13);  "of 
faces."  These  loaves  were  made  by  the  Levites.  but  arranged  upon  the  golden  table 
every  week  (C.)  before  the  ark.  See  chap,  xxiii.  20. 

Ver.  33.  These;  probably  Sellum.  &c.,  (ver.  17,)  though  it  is  not  certain 
that  the  chief  porters  presided  also  over  the  singers.  Chap.  xv.  and  xvi.  Heb. 
"  And  theM  are  the  singers,  chief  of  the  families  (C.  or  fathers)  of  the  Levites,  in 
the  chambers  (of  the  temple  >,  free  "  from  all  oilier  avocations,  ( H.)  that  they  may 
waich  over  the  porters  a:id  musicians.  Sept.  is  clearer  (C.) :  "And  these  are  the 
masters  of  music  over  the  bauds  of  levites,  observing  their  daily  courses,  because 
they  are  day  and  night  over  them  in  the  works."  H. 

Ver.  3-1.  Jerusalem,  having  no  substitute  (chap.  xxvi.  II.);  or  the  chiefs  r»f 
each  family  resided  there.  If, 

Ver.  35.  And  fat.  These-  verses  are  repeated  from  the  lost  chapter,  in  order 
to  brim/  us  to  the  death  of  Saul,  (M.)  and  the  reign  of  David.  C.—  The  father  of 
Gabaon.  This  is  the  explanation  of  Abigabaon.  Chap.  viii.  29.  11.—  Wife.  So 
the  former  chapter,  aud  all  the  ancient  version-.,  with  some  Heb.  MSS.  read,  in- 
stead of  the  printed  Heb.  u  sister,"  (Ken.,)  which  seems  to  be  corrupted  (C.)  j  and 
tiie  Prot.  venture  to  correct  it.  H. 

Vbb.  44.    These.    Alt  is  omitted,  though  it  is  tound  ch*p.  viii.  38,  *m*  ir 
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2  aAnd  the  Philistines  drew  near,  pursuing  after  Saul 
and  his  sons,  and  they  killed  Jonathan,  and  Abinadab, 
and  Melchisua,  the  sons  of  Saul. 

3  And  the  battle  grew  hard  against  Saul,  and  the 
archers  reached  him,  and  wounded  nim  with  arrows. 

4  And  Saul  said  to  his  armour-bearer :  Draw  thy 
sword,  and  kill  me:  lest  these  uncircumcised  come,  and 
mock  me.  But  his  armour-bearer  would  not ;  for  he  was 
struck  with  fear :  so  Saul  took  his  sword,  and  fell  upon  it. 

5  And  when  his  armour-bearer  saw  it,  to  wit,  that 
Saul  was  dead,  he  also  fell  upon  his  sword,  and  died. 

6  So  Saul  died,  and  his  three  sons,  and  all  his  house 
fell  together. 

7  And  when  the  men  of  Israel,  that  dwelt  in  the 
plains,  saw  this,  they  fled  :  and  Saul  and  his  sons  being 
dead,  they  forsook  their  cities,  and  were  scattered  up  and 
down  :  and  the  Philistines  came,  and  dwelt  in  them. 

8  And  the  next  day,  the  Philistines  taking  away  the 
spoils  of  them  that  were  slain,  found  Saul  and  his  sons 
lying  on  Mount  Gelboe. 

9  And  when  they  had  stripped  him,  and  cut  off  his 
head,  and  taken  away  his  armour,  they  sent  it  into  their 
land,  to  be  carried  about,  and  showed  in  the  temples  of 
the  idols,  and  to  the  people. 

10  And  his  armour  they  dedicated  in  the  temple  of 
their  god,  and  his  head  they  fastened  up  in  the  temple  of 
Dagon. 

1 1  And  when  the  men  of  Jabes  Galaad  had  heard  this, 
to  wit,  all  that  the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul, 

12  All  the  valiant  men  of  them  arose,  and  took  the 
bodies  of  Saul  and  of  his  sons,  and  brought  them  to  Jabes, 
and  buried  their  bones  under  the  oak  that  was  in  Jabes, 
and  they  fasted  seven  days. 

13  So  Saul  died  for  his  iniquities,  because  he  trans- 
gressed the  'commandment  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had 
commanded,  and  kept  it  not:  rand  moreover  consulted 
also  a  witch, 

14  And  trusted  not  in  the  Lord :  therefore  he  slew  him, 
and  transferred  his  kingdom  to  David,  the  son  of  Isai. 

CHAP.  XL 

David  is  made  king.    He  taketh  the  castle  of  Ston.    A  catalogue  of  his 

valiant  men. 


•  Eiod.  xvJi.  H;  1  Kinps  xv.  3.— t  1  Kines  xxvltf.  s. 


MS.  2.  Kennicott. — These  remarks,  which  may  appear  to  some  minute,  show  that 
all  Hebrew  KISS,  are  not  absolutely  alike,  us  some  once  pretended ;  and  that  the 
Hebrew  Bible  is  not  printed  from  the  best  copies.  H. — "  The  sacred  volume  in 
Hebrew  has.  therefore,  been  published  with  such  carelessness,  as  no  other  printed 
copy  with  which  I  am  acquainted."  Houhfgam,  Prol.  p.  2.— Yet  this  is  the  copy 
which  alone  Protectants  hold  up  as  tha  standard  of  perfection,  and  the  ruie  of 
faith  !  H. 

CHAP.  X.  Ver.  1,  AW.  Sept.  "and."  H. — This  baa  nc  connexion  with 
what  goes  before.  C— This  history  is  given  more  at  large,  1  Sings  xxxi.,  and 
2  Kings  i.  M. 

Ver.  3.  Reached:  lit.  "found."  H.— Heb.  or  "attacked  him,  and  he  feared 
the  archers."  He  was  not,  at  least,  mortally  wounded,  when  he  took  the  desperate 
resolution  to  destroy  himself,  through  fear  aud  consternation.  C. — Yet  tho  original 
will_  admit  the  sense  of  the  Vulg.,  and  Saul  might  ha\e  received  some  wounds. 

Veh.  4.  Fear  and  reverence  for  his  master,  (C.)  as  well  a*  concern  for  Ml 
own  safety.  H. 

Ver.  6.  Fell.  Heb.  "died."  C— But  though  the  house  of  Said  was  fallci 
from  its  former  glory,  on  this  fatal  day,  when  so  many  of  his  courtiers  perished: 
yet  he  left  Isbo>cth  to  bewail  his  fate,  (H.)  and  some  "others  who  were  not  of  age 
to  go  to  battle.  C. 

Van.  10.  Head,  whilo  Ins  body  was  hunir  on  the  wads  of  Bethsnn.  1  Kings 
xxxi.  10.        The  temple  of  Dagon  was  contiguous  to  the  wall.  D. 

Ver.  13.  For.  Sept.  "in  hi*  Iniquities."  H. — See  1  Kings  xitt.  9,  andxv. 
33     **au"  oAred  sacrifice  unlawfully.,  and  spared  some  of  the  Araa)entes.  V. 
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Chap.  XL 


I.  PARALIPOMEXON. 


Chap.  XL 


THEN  'all  Israel  gathered  themselves  to  David  in 
Hebron,  saying ;  We  are  thy  bone,  and  thy  flesh. 

2  Yesterday  also,  and  the  day  before,  when  Saul  was 
king,  thou  wast  he  that  leadedst  out  and  broughtest  in 
Israe1.  •  for  the  Lord  thy  God  said  to  thee  :  Thou  shalt  feed 
my  people  Israel,  and  thou  shalt  be  ruier  over  them. 

3  So  all  the  ancients  of  Israel  came  to  the  king,  to 
Hebron,  and  David  made  a  covenant  with  them  before 
the  Lord :  and  they  anointed  him  king  over  Israel,  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  in  the 
hand  of  Samuel. 

4  And  David,  and  all  Israel,  went  to  Jerusalem, 
6which  is  Jebus,  where  the  Jebusites  were  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land. 

5  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jebus  said  to  David :  Thou 
shalt  not  come  in  here.  But  David  took  the  castle  of 
Sion,  which  is  the  city  of  David. 

6  And  he  said :  Whosoever  shall  first  strike  the  Jebus- 
ites, shall  be  the  head  and  chief  captain.  And  Joab,  the 
son  of  Sarvia,  went  up  first,  and  was  made  the  general. 

7  And  David  dwelt  in  the  castle,  and  therefore  it  was 
called  the  City  of  David. 

8  And  he  built  the  c  city  round  about,  from  Mello  all 
round,  and  Joab  built  the  rest  of  the  city. 

9  And  David  went  on  growing  and  increasing,  and  the 
Lord  of  hosts  was  with  him. 

10  d  These  are  the  chief  of  the  valiant  men  of  David, 
who  helped  him  to  be  made  king  over  all  Israel,  according 
to  the  word  ot  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  to  Israel. 

11  And  this  is  the  number  of  the  heroes  of  David  : 
Jesbaam,  the  son  of  Hachamoni,  the  chief  among  the 
thirty :  he  lifted  up  his  spear,  against  three  hundred, 
wounded  by  him  at  one  time. 

•  2  Kings  t.  1.    A.  M.  2957.— *>  2  Kinss  v.  6.   A.  M.  2957,  A.  C.  1M7.— *  A.  M.  2959. 


12  And  after  him  was  Eleazar,  his  uncles  son,  the 
Ahohite,  who  was  one  of  the  three  mighties. 

13  lie  was  with  David  in  Phesdomim,  when  the 
Philistines  were  gathered  to  that  place  to  battle :  and  the 
field  of  that  country  was  full  of  barley,  and  the  people 
fled  from  before  the  Philistines. 

14  But  these  men  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  field,  and 
defended  it;  and  they  slew  the  Philistines;  and  the  Lord 
gave  a  great  deliverance  to  his  people. 

15  'And  three  of  the  thirty  captains  went  down  to  the 
rock,  wherein  David  was,  to  the  cave  of  Odollam,  when 
the  Philistines  encamped  in  the  valley  of  Raphaim. 

16  fAnd  David  was  then  in  a  hold,  and  the  garrison  oi 
the  Philistines  in  Bethlehem. 

17  And  David  longed,  and  said:  O  that  some  man 
would  give  me  water  of  the  cistern  of  Be'hlehem,  which 
is  in  the  gate. 

18  And  these  three  broke  through  the  midst  of  the 
camp  of  the  Philistines,  and  drew  water  out  of  the.  cistern 
of  Bethlehem,  which  was  in  the  gate,  and  brought  it  to 
David  to  drink  :  and  he  would  not  drink  of  it,  but  rather 
offered  it  to  the  Lord, 

19  Saying:  God  forbid  that  I  should  do  this  in  the 
sight  of  my  God,  and  should  drink  the  blood  of  these 
men  :  for  with  the  danger  of  their  lives  they  have  brought 
me  the  water.  And  therefore  he  would  not  drink.  These 
things  did  the  three  most  valiant 

20  And  Abisai,  the  brother  of  Joab,  he  was  chief  of 
three,  and  he  lilted  up  his  spear  against  three  hundred, 
whom  he  slew,  and  he  was  renowned  among  the  three, 

21  And  illustrious  among  the  second  three,  and  their 
captain  :  but  yet  he  attained  not  to  the  first  three. 

22  Banaias,  the  son  of  Joiada,  a  most  valiant  man,  of 

d  3  Kings  xxiii.  S.— ■  2  Kinyi  xxiii.  13.— r  2  Kings  xxiii.  H. 


CHAP.  XI.  Vbk.  1.  David.  This  name  is  written  without  i.  In  the  books 
composed  before  the  captivity,  (A.  C.  588.)  but  inserted  in  the  latter  works,  which 
Is  an  argument  against  the  antiquity  of  Canticles,  where  the  i  is  found.  Yet  the 
MSS.  vary  so,  that  great  stress  is  not  laid  on  this  (Kennicott)  proof,  and  is  not  of 
sufficient  weight  to  stand  ajainst  the  general  opinion,  which  attributes  that  work  to 
Solomon.  H. — Hebron,  after  the  death  of  Isboseth.  "2  Kings  v.  C— Flesh;  re- 
lated, as  the  children  of  Jacob. 

Ver.  3.  Which  he  spoke,  is  not  expressed  in  Heb.  or  Sept.  Samuel  complied 
with  the  injunction,  by  anointing  David.  1  Kinfts  xvi.  13. 

Vbr.  8.  Bound.  He  made  a  complete  enclosure  or  fortification,  as  Mello 
Aetotes  perfection,  or  completion,  (H.)  by  building  houses  from  the  castle  to  the 
town  beneath  it. 

Vrr.  9.  Lor  2  King!  add3  God,  more  properly,  as  it  seems  always  to  have 
been  inserted,  though  it  is  now  wanting  in  two  hundred  places.  Kennicott,  DU.  i. 
p.  62  and  525, 

Ver.  10.  These.  Besides  the  help  which  David  received  immediately  from 
Gad.  he  derived  great  assistance  from  Joab,  the  captain- general,  from  the  sis 
more  renowned  valiant  men.  and  from  the  body  of  thirty,  as  well  as  from  fifteen 
others  of  loss  note,  who  arc  mentioned  here.  H- 

Ver.  11.  Kumber.  2  Kings  xxiii.  8,  the  names.  But  the  two  authors  do  not 
always  use  the  same  terms.  Ken. —  Thirty,  or  three,  (2  Kings,)  more  correctly.  D. 
—  Three,  ib.  eight  (H.);  probably  by  mistake. —  Wounded,  or  rather  soldiers. 
He  encountered  singly  a  whole  regiment,  though  he  might  not  kill  them  all; 
much  less  did  he  attack  them,  when  already  wounded.  Ken. — Numbers  have 
often  been  expressed  by  letters  in  Heb.,  as  well  as  in  Greek  and  other  languages. 
Our  numeral  figures  are  not  liable  to  fewer  mistakes.  H. — Heb.  "This  is  the 
number  of  the  mighty  men  whom  David  had;  Jashobeara,  (the  son  of  Zabdiel,) 
the  Hachmonite,  chief  of  three.  He  lifted  up  his  spear  against  three  hundred  sol- 
diers at  one  time."  Ken. 

Vbr.  12.    Hi$,    Heb.  "the  son  of  Dodi." 

Ver.  13.  And.  "  Who  could  have  discovered  that  thirty-four  words  are  here 
omitted,  if  they  bad  not  been  preserved  in  2  Kings  xxiii.,"  though  with  some 
inaccuracy?  We  should  read,  "And  when  the  men  of  Israel  were  fled,  he  arose 
and  smote  the  Philistines,  until  his  hand  was  weary,  and  his  hand  clave  unto  the 
sword.  And  tho  Lord  wrought  a  great  deliverance  that  day;  and  the  people  re- 
turned after  him  only  to  spoil.  Aud  after  him  was  S  ha  mm  ah,  the  son  of  Ageo, 
the  Hararite:  And  the  Philistines  were  gathered  together  at  Leehi,  where  was  a 
piec*  of  (rround  full  of  barley.    14  But  he  placed  himself  in  the  midst  of  the 


Held  (of  barley),  and  saved  it,  and  smote  the  Philistines;  and  the  Lord  wrought 
a  great  deliverance."  Ken. — The  name  of  tsemma  must  have  been  omitted  by  the 
transcriber.  C— Without  it,  how  will  the  number  thirty-seven  be  made  out? 

Ver.  14.  These  men.  Sept.  speak  only  of  one :  "And  he  stood,"  4cc.  (H.) 
and  the  verbs  are  singular.  2  Kings  xxiii.  12. — Gave.  Heb.  viass  (ibid.)  Is  more 
correct  than  vivssc,  "saved."  Ken. — Prot.  are  forced  to  add,  "saved  them  by  a 
great  deliverance."    ltut  there  is  nothing  in  the  original  signifying  by.  H. 

Ver.  15.  Captains.  This  is  not  rightly  expressed  in  any  of  the  ancient  ver- 
sions, no  more  than  in  the  Prot.,  which  has,  "  three  of  the  thirty  chief;"  marg. 
"three  captains  over  the  thirty."  The  latter  significaion  comes  much  nearer  to 
the  truth.  It  should  be,  "And  there  went  down  three  captains,  (Je*baam, 
Eleazar,  and  Semm*.  H.)  who  were  over  tho  thirty."  There  were  properly 
seven  captains,  or  "  heads  of  the  other  thirty."— JRoek.  (etsur,)  which  seems 
preferable  to  hotsir,  "in  the  time  of  harvest."  C  Kings.  Ken.  2. 

Ver.  Id.    Garrison,  or  advanced  guard. 

Ver.  17.  0  that.  Heb.  "Who  will."  David  wishes  to  see  his  native 
country  freed  from  the  troops  of  the  Philistines.— In.    lleb.  "by  the  gate." 

Ver.  18.  These.  Heb-  "The  three  (or  perhaps,  three  of  the  mighty  men) 
b»k6  through  the  host  of  the  Philistines  .  .  by  the  gute.  and  took,  and  brought 
it  to  David.  But  David  would  not  drink  it ;  and  he  poured  it  out  unto  the  Lord," 
by  way  of  prayer,  (Ken.)  or  of  thanksgiving.  Joscphus. 

Ver.  19.  'in  the.  Heb.  "  thing!  Shall  I  drink  the  blood  of  these  men,  with 
their  lives  ?  for  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  they  have  brought  it !  And  he  would 
not  drink  it.  These  things  did  these  three  mighty  men,"  (Ken.)  Scaling  tho 
first  ternary.  T. 

Ver.  20.  Abisai.  His  came  is  written  without  the  middle  i,  in  all  this 
book. — Three.    Alex.  Sept.  ulonc  reads  "six." 

Ver.  21.  Second  aud  (H.)  .first  occur  not  in  Heb.  and  Sept.  C— Heb.  "  01 
the  three  he  was  more  honourable  than  two  •  therefore  he  was  their  captain :  and 
yet  he  attained  not  unto  the  rlrst  three."  Ken. — First  is  indeed  the  sense,  but  it 
is  not  expressed  in  the  original.  We  liave  here  the  exact  order  of  these  mighty 
men  sufficiently  marked  out.  Abisai  is  the  first  captain  {11.)  of  the  second 
ternary.  T. 

Ver.  22.  Two  oriels.  That  is,  two  lions,  or  lion-like  men ;  for  arid,  in 
Hebrew,  signifies  "  a  lion  (Ch.)  of  God,"  the  strongest  compound  word  for  "a 
man  of  valour.  The  courage  of  a  lion  is  so  singular,  that  a  man  of  extraordinary 
heroism  ia  frequently  called  a  lion,  by  way  of  emphasis;  and  the  word  God  i& 
frequently  applied  in  Scripture  to  things  particularly  irreat."  Kennicott. — Heb. 
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Cabseel,  who  had  done  many  acts ;  he  slew  the  two  ariels 
of  Moab ;  and  he  went  down,  and  killed  a  lion  in  the 
midst  of  a  pit,  in  the  time  of  snow. 

23  And  be  slew  an  Egyptian,  whose  stature  was  of 
five  cubits,  and  who  had  a  spear  like  a  weaver  s  beam : 
and  he  went  down  to  him  with  a  staff,  and  plucked  away 
the  spear,  that  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  slew  him  with  his 
owu  spear. 

24  These  things  did  Banaias,  the  son  of  Joiada,  who 
was  renowned  among:  the  three  valiant  ones, 

25  And  the  first  among  the  thirty,  but  yet  to  the  first 
three  he  attained  not :  and  David  made  him  of  his  council. 

26  Moreover  the  most  valiant  men  of  the  army,  were 
Asahel.  brother  of  Joab;  and  Elchanan,  the  son  of  his 
uncle,  of  Bethlehem ; 

27  Sammoth,  an  Arorite ;  Helles,  a  Phalonite ; 

28  Ira,  the  son  of  Acces,  a  Thecuite :  Abiezer,  an 
Anathoth  ite ; 

29  Sobbochai,  a  Husathite;  Ilai,  an  Ahohite; 

30  Maharai,  a  Netophathite;  Heled,  the  son  of  Baana, 
a  Netophathite ; 

31  Ethai,  the  son  of  Ribai,  of  Gabaath,  of  the  sons  of 
Benjamin ;  Banaia,  a  Pharathonite ; 

"And  Benaihu,  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  the  son  of  a  valiant  man  of  Kabzeel,  mighty 
In  exploits;  he  slew  two  men  of  Moab,  who  were  stouter  than  lions.  He  also 
went  down  and  stew  a  lion  in  a  pit,  in  a  snowy  day."  Ken. —We  have  observed, 
that  "  And  "  is  not  found  in  the  printed  Heb.,  nor  is  it  in  the  Prot.  "  Benaiah  .  . 
slew  two  lion-like  men,  of  Moab."  Lit.  "ariels;"  (Sept.)  that  is,  "lions  of 
God,"  or  two  of  Moab  equal  to  (H.)  the  strongest  lions.  W.— S.  Jerom  trans- 
lates, two  lions  of  Moab,  8  Kings  xxiii.  20.  t\— Lion:  ari  is  written  arie. 
2  Kings.  H.  ' 
Ver.  23.    Cubits.    8  Kings,  "  a  man  of  great  aspect." 

Vbr.  24.    Ones.    Heb.  "  and  he  had  a  name  among  three  mighty  men."  Ken. 

Ver.  25.  Among,  or  rather  "above,"  as  be  was  the  second  captain  of  this 
series,  and  not  one  of  the  body  of  thirty.  Ken.— Council.  Lit.  "placed  him  at 
his  ear,"  (H.)  fecit  cum  auricularium  a  srereto  (2  Kings)  ;  though  the  word  is 
the  same.  C— It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  read  differently.  H. — Sept.  "he 
placed  him  over  his  family,"  fC.  irarpiav,)  or  native  place.  H. — Syr.  "guard  of 
his  spear,  and  chief  of  lii>  heroes."  Arab,  "over  all  his  riehes."*  Some  would 
translate,  "  captain  of  his  guards."  Grot. — Banaias  was  a  man  of  consummate 
prudence,  as  well  as  a  great  warrior.  C. — David  "gives  Banaias  the  command  of 
his  life-guard."  Joseph,  rii.  12.— Heb.  "Behold  !  he  was  more  honourable  than 
the  thirty ;  but  he  attained  not  unto  the  first  three,  and  David  set  him  over  his 
guard,"  the  Cerethites,  Jte.  Chap,  xviii.  17.  Ken. 

Vbe.  28.  Moreover.  Nothing  particular  is  here  "recorded  of  Asahel.  and 
therefore  he  is  barely  mentioned  with  the  rest.  But  the  Book  of  Kings  had  been 
more  particular  in  determining  their  rank,  and  had  said  "  Asahel,  brother  of 
Joab,  was  over  the  thirty,"  beiug  tbe  last  of  the  second  ternary.  Tbe  preposi- 
tion b  (Ken.)  frequently  means  "over."  Xeld.  fee — Arab,  "head  of  thirtv, 
whose  names  are  these."  Ken. — Elchanan ;  probably  the  son  of  Jair.  2  Kin^s 
xxi.  18.  C. 

Vbr.  27.  Arorite.  or  Harodite,  (2  Kings,)  to  distinguish  him  from  Shamraah. 
Eliza,  who  follows  in  2  Kings,  is  hero  universally  omitted,  as  he  is  supposed  to 
have  died  soon,  and  to  have  been  replaced  by  Zabad,  (ver.  41,)  who  completes 
the  number  of  thirty.  Ken. — Helles  was  the  captain  for  the  seventh  month,  as 
the  following  one  was  for  the  sixth,  and  Abiezer  for  the  ninth.  Chap,  xxvii. 
10*  II* 

Ver.  29.  Sobbochai,  rather  than  Mobonnai,  f2  Kings.)  where*  and  m  have 
been  mistaken  for  "m  and  n,  which  are  very  similar  in  Heb.  The  Sept.  (Aid.) 
has  there  also  Sabcucbai  He  wa3  the  eighth  captain.  Chap,  xxvii.— Ilai,  or 
Selinon.  2  Kings.  Sept.  huve  the  same  variation  in  some  copies;  but  others  lead 
us  to  suppose  that  Ilai  was  the  true  name.  Neither  occur  any  where  else  in 
Scripture. 

Ver.  30.    Maharai,  the  tenth  captain.  (Chap,  xxvii.)  Heled  was  the  twelfth. 

Ver.  31.  Ethai.  Not  the  famous  prince  of  Geth,  (2  Kines  xv.  19.  Ken.) 
though  the  name-  is  written  alike,  (2  Kiugs  xxiii.  29,)  an  i  being  omitted.  H.— 
This  captain  contributed  to  make  David  king.  Ver.  10. 

Ver.  32.  Hurai,  rather  than  Heddai,  (2  Kings.  Ken.)  though  there  is  some 
doubt  which  is  tu  bo  preferred.  ET.— Syr.  and  Arab,  have  Hiddai ;  but  the  Sept. 

declare  for  Hurai  here,  and  the  Aldioe'copy  has  Our!  also.  8  Kings.  Ken  Tor* 

rent.  Heb.  "of  the  torrents  or  cales  of  Gaas."  C—Abiel.  2  King*,  Abialbon, 
which  seems  to  be  the  right  word,  as  a  transcriber  may  omit  letters  more  easily 
than  he  can  in*ert  them.  Bun  at  the  end  seems  to  have  been  written  separate, 
and  to  have  been  translated  "  the  son  of,"  by  Syr.  and  Arab. 

Vhr.  33.  Gezonite.  We  know  not  the  meaning  of  this  epithet.  C. — In 
2  Kings  we  read  of  the  sons  of  Jassen,  Jonathan,  and  Scrnma  (K.) ;  but  both 
seem  to  be  incorrect;  insread  Sept.  "the  son,"  or  supposing  m  to  be  lost  at 
the  beginning  "  of  the  sons  of  Assem,  Gouni  "  as  Sept.  read,  instead  of  Gezonite, 
4  if, 
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Chap.  XI. 

32  Hurai,"  of  the  torrent  Gaas ;  Abie!,  an  Arbathite ; 
Azmoth,  a  Bauramite;  Eliaba,  a  Salabonite; 

33  The  sons  of  Assem,  a  Gezonite ;  Jonathan,  the  son 
of  Sage,  an  Ararite ; 

34  Ahiam,  the  son  of  Sachar,  an  Ararite; 

35  Eliphal,  the  son  of  Ur ; 

36  Hepher,  a  Mecherathite ;  Ahia,  a  Phelonite; 

37  Hesro,  a  Carmelite ;  Naarai,  the  son  of  Azbai ; 

38  Joel,  the  brother  of  Nathan;  Mibahar,  the  son  of 
Agarai ; 

39  Selec,  an  Ammonite;  Naharai,  a  Berothite,  me 
armour-bearer  of  Joab,  the  son  of  Sarvia; 

40  Ira,  a  Jethrite;  Gareb,  a  Jethrite; 

41  Unas,  a  Hethite;  Zabad,  the  son  of  Oholi; 

42  Adina,  the  son  of  Siza,  a  Rubenit.-,  the  prince  of 
the  Rubenites,  and  thirty  with  him; 

43  Hanan,  the  son  of  Maacha ;  and  Josaphat,  a  Ma- 

thanite ;  / 

44  Ozia,  an  Astarothite ;  Sarnma,  and  Jehiel,  the  sons 
of  Hotham,  an  Aarorite ; 

45  Jedihel,  the  son  of  Samri;  and  Joha,  his  brother, 
a  Thosaite. 

46  Eliel,  a  Mahumite;  and  Jeribai,  and  Josaia,  the 

which  would  leave  this  hero  without  any  name.  See  chap.  v.  15.    E  is  prefixed 
to  this  name,  as  it  is  to  that  of  Manasses.  Jos.  i.  Vi.—Sage,  should  be  Sbamho, 
(Ken.,)  or  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Samoa,  the  brother  of  David. 
Ver.  34.    Sachar,  mentioned  chap.  xxvi.  4. 

Ver.  05.  Eliphal  should  be  EUphdct,  the  son  of  Aasbai,  the  son  of  Mo- 
ckati,  (II.)  or  of  the  country  of  Maacha,  4  Kings  xxv.  23.  Ken.— Eliphal  and 
Hepher  cannot  constitute  two  heroes,  as  that  would  derange  the  number  thirtv- 
siven.  2  K»gs  xxiii.  39.    The  copies  of  the  Sept.  vary  much.  H. 

Ver.  36.  Ahia,  or  rather  "  Eliam,  the  son  of  Achitophel,  the  Gilonite," 
2  Kings.  The  namo  of  the  hero  is  lost  here ;  and  the  latter  part  of  his  father's 
name  (p)  has  also  been  mistaken  for  g,  which  it  resembles. 

Ver.  37.  Retro  ends  with  u  In  the  Heb.  Yet  some  read  more  properly  with 
t,  "  Hetzrai,"  as  all  the  ancient  versions  have  it,  except  the  Vulg.,  (Ken.)  some 
copies  of  which  read  Asra.  Blanchini,  Vind.  1740.—  Carmelite.  Sept.  Knpfinli. 
The  i  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  A,  as  the  Greek  Bibles  (Ken.)  for  some  ages 
after  Origen  were  written  in  capital  letters,  without  accents.  Montfnucon,  Pref.  to 
Hexap.  p.  44.— We  may  apply  to  many  of  the  proper  names  that  severe  censure 
which  S.  Jerom  has  passed  upon  the  transcribers  of  the  book  of  Chronicles.  Itm 
in  Gracit  ei  Latinis  cod:  hie  nominurn  liber  vitiosus  est,  ut  non  farm  Hebrata 
quam  Barbara  quadam  et  Sarmatica  nomina  conjecta  arbitranditm  sit,  Sec, 
Bp.  ad  Domn.  If  this  epistle  be  not  genuine,  the  same  doctor  complains  at  least 
of  the  Incorrect  state  of  the  Sept.  Pref.  in  Paral. 

Ver.  33.  Joel  seems  better  than  Iiraal,  (8  Kings.  H.)  as  we  know  there 
were  some  of  this  name  lived  under  David,  (chap.  xxvi.  22,  and  xxvii.  20,)  and 
all  the  versions  agree  here,  but  vary  much  2  Kings.  It  is,  therefore,  more  natural 
tor  us  to  stick  to  that  copy  which  has  the  greatest  authority  from  the  ancient  ver- 
sions. Ken.—  Brother,  relation,  adopted  child^(D.)  or  son,  (2  Kings,)  which 
seems  more  correct,  as  this  is  an  usual  expression.  C. — This  reason  may  rather 
lead  us  to  conclude  that  the  mistake  being  moro  natural,  has  been  made  by  the 
transcriber  of  that  book ;  particularly  as  we  no  where  else  read  of  Joel  being  the 
son  of  Nathan,  but  rather  of  Pedaiah,  ice— Mibahar,  or  rather  "  Nathan  of 
Tzoha."—  The  son,  ought  to  be  the  proper  name,  "  Bonni,  (of  Gadi,  2  Kings.) 
or  the  Gadite."  Ken. 

Ver.  42.  With  him.  Heb.  "  above  him,"  (Sept,  Jun.,  Mont.)  which  must 
be  applied  to  the  rest  of  these  fifteen  less  valiant  men.  Ken.— Prot.  agree  with  ths 
Vuig.,  (II.)  and  Delany  looks  upon  these  thirty  as  a  fourth  order  of  commanders  in 
chieil  But  thirty  with  hirn  would  make  thirty-one,  and  why  are  only  fifteen  men- 
tioned ?  We  have  a  regular  gradation  of  officers,  descending  from  Joab,  the  cap- 
tain-general. -  Kan. 

Ver.  46.  Mahumite.  Prot.  "  Mahavite."  Kennicott  would  translate  these 
last  verses  according  to  his  corrections.  42  .  .  "Zabad,  the  son  of  Ahlai;  (43) 
Adina,  the  son  of  Shiza,  tbe  Rubenite,  and  head  of  the  Rubenites:  But  the  thirty 
were  his  superiors.    44  Hanan,  the  son  of  Maacah;  and  Josaphat,  the  Mithnite, 

45  Urzia,  the  Ashtarothite ;  Shema  and  Jehiel,  the  sons  of  Hotham,  the  Aroerita. 

46  Jediel,  the  son  of  Shimri ;  and  Joha,  his  brother,  the  Titzito.  47  Jeliel  and 
Muhavite,  and  Jeribai  and  Joshaviah,  the  sons  of  Elnaam;  and  Ithmah,  the 
Moabite;  (48)  Eliel,  and  Obed,  and  Jashiel,  the  Metzobaites."  It  will  be  easily 
perceived  that  this  author  frequently  recedes  from  the  Prot.  version,  as  well  as 
from  the  printed  Heb.,  both  of  which  are  frequently  erroneous.  Perhaps  th« 
critical  examination  of  these  proper  names  may  appear  to  some  unimportint 
But  the  question  respecting  the  perfect  integrity  of  the  Hebrew  text  deserves  to  b* 
seriously  considered;  and  every  part  of  eacred'history  requires  our  attention.  If 
the  Prot.  rule  of  faith  be  incorrect,  what  security  can  they  have  ?  We  are  not 
exposed  to  the  same  inconvenience,  even  though  the  Vulgate  be  susceptible  of 
further  improvement  H. 
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4* BUT  SHE  REFUSED,  AND  WOULD  NOT  COME  AT  THE  KING'S  COMMANDMENT.   WHEREUPON  THE  KING,  BEING 

ANGRY,  AND  INFLAMED  WITH  A  VERY  GREAT  FURY. — £S T1JER  L  12. 
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4.  THEN  SAUL  S^ID  TO  HIS  ARMOUR-BEARER:  DRAW  THY  SWORD,  AND  KILL  ME:  LEST  THESE  UNCIRCUMCISED  COME, 
AND  SLAV  ME,  AND  MOCK  AT  ME.    AND  HIS  ARMOUR-BEARER  WOULD  NOT:  FOR  HE  WAS  STRUCK  WITH 
FXCE^DING  GREAT  FEAR.    THEN  SAUL  TOOK  HIS  SWORD,  AND  FELL  UPON  IT.—/.  KINGS  XXXL  4, 
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*  AND  HE  CAST  HIMSELF  DOWN,  AND  SLEPT  IN  THE  SHADOW  OF  THE  JUNIPER-TREE:  AND  BEHOLD  AN  ANGEI 

OF  THE  LORD  TOUCHED  HIM.  AND  SAID  TO  HTM:  4ND  EAT. — III.  KINGS  XIX.  % 
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if.  AND  HELIODORUS  SUDDENLY  FELL  TO  THE  GROUND,  AND  THEY  TOOK  HIM  UP,  COVERED  WITH  GREAT  DARKNESS, 

AND  HAVING  PUT  HIM  INTO  A  LITTER.  THEY  CARRIED  HIM  OUT.—//.  MACC.  JiL  27. 
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►J*  NOW  WHEN  JOB'S  THREE  FRIENDS  HEARD  ALL  THE  EVIL  THAT  HAD  BEFALLEN  HIM,  THEY  CAME  EVERYONE  FROM 
HIS  OWN  PLACE,  FOR  THEY  HAD  MADE  AN  APPOINTMENT  TO  VISIT  HIM,  AND  COMFORT  HIM. — JOB  //.  It, 
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Chap.  XII. 


L  PARALIPOMENON 


Chap.  XII 


sons  of  Elnaim ;  and  Jethma,  a  Moabite ;  Eliel,  and 
Obed,  and  Jasiel,  of  Masobia. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Who  followed  David  when  he  fled  from  Saul.    And  tcho  came  to  Hebron  to 

?nake  him  king. 

OW  these  are  they  that  came  to  David  to  Siceleg, 
*while  he  yet  fled  from  Saul,  the  son  of  Cis,  and 
they  were  most  valiant  and  excellent  warriors, 

2  Bending  the  bow,  and  using  either  hand  in  hurling 
stones  with  slings,  and  shooting  arrows:  of  the  brethren 
of  Saul  and  Benjamin. 

3  The  chief  was  Ahiezer,  and  Joas,  the  sons  of  Samaa, 
of  Gabaath,  and  Jaziel,  and  Phallet,  the  sons  of  Azmoth, 
and  Beraclia,  and  Jehu,  an  Anathothite, 

4  And  Samaias,  of  Gabaon,  the  stoutest  among  the 
[     thirty  and  over  the  thirty;  Jeremias,  and  Jeheziel,  and 

Johanan,  and  Jezabad,  of  Gaderoth  ; 

5  And  Elazai,  and  Jearimuth,  and  Baalia,  and  Sa- 
maria, and  Saphatia,  the  Haruphite; 

6  Elcar.a,  and  Jesia,  and  Azareel,  and  Joezer,  and 

Jesbaam,  of  Carehim : 

7  And  Joela,  and  Zabadia,  the  sons  of  Jeroham,  of 

Gedor. 

8  From  Gaddi  also  there  went  over  to  David,  when 
he  lay  hid  in  the  wilderness,  most  valiant  men,  and  excel- 
lent warriors,  holding  shield  and  spear;  whose  faces  were 
like  the  faces  of  a  lion,  and  they  were  swift  like  the  roe- 
bucks on  the  mountains. 

9  Ezer  the  chief,  Obdias  the  second,  Eliab  the  third, 

10  Masmana  the  fourth,  Jeremias  the  fifth, 

1 1  Ethi  the  sixth,  Eliel  the  seventh, 

12  Johanan  the  eighth,  Eizcbad  the  ninth, 

13  Jerenias  the  tenth,  Machbani  the  eleventh. 

14  These  were  of  the  sons  of  Gad,  captains  of  the 
army :  the  least  of  them  was  captain  over  a  hundred 
soldiers,  and  the  greatest  over  a  thousand. 

15  These  are  they  who  passed  over  the  Jordan  in  the 
first  month,  when  it  is  used  to  flow  over  its  banks :  and 
they  put  to  flight  all  that  dwelt  in  the  valleys,  both  toward 
the  east  and  toward  the  west. 

16  And  there  came  also  of  the  men  of  Benjamin,  and 
of  Juda,  to  the  hold  in  which  David  abode. 

17  And  David  went  out  to  meet  them,  and  said  :  If 
you  are  come  peaceably  to  me  to  help  me,  let  my  heart 
be  joined  to  you :  but  if  you  plot  against  me  for  my 
enemies,  whereas  I  have  no  iniquity  in  my  hands,  let  the 
God  of  our  fathers  see,  and  judge. 

18  But  the  spirit  came  upon  Amasai,  the  chief  among 

•  1  Kings  xxvii.  2.  A.  SI.  2H8,  A.  C.  1055. — »  1  King*  xxtx.  4. 

CHAP.  XII.  Ver.  1.  Sieelfg.  which  had  been  given  to  David  for  a  retreat. 
Hither  raanv  brave  men  came  to  join  him. — Fled.  Heb.  *'  was  shut  up  through 
fe«r."  C. — Sept.  "  was  under  anxiety."  H. 

Ver.  2.    Hand,  like  Aod.  Judg.  lit  15.  M-— Brethren,  of  the  same  tribe. 

Vkr.  8.  GudUty  a  city  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  (2  Kings  xxiii.,)  from  which  many 
went  to  loin  David,  when  he  was  in  the  country  of  Moab,  (M.)  as  others  of  the 

Gaditcs  did,  ver.  14. 

Vrr.  14.    Thousand,  after  David  had  ascended  the  throne.  C — At  Siceleg  he 

h  .  i  only  hix  hundred.  M. 

Ver.  15  Month,  ?»isan.  T. — Banhs.  This  circumstance  enhances  their 
courage. 

«  Ver.  16.    Hold,  in  Moab,  f  1  Kings  xxii.  4.  D.  M.)  or  to  Siceleg.  The  people 
of  Benjamin  come  with  those  of  Juda.  to  avoid  suspicion.  C. 

Ver.  18.  Spirit  of  God  (Cor  good  will.  D.)  prompted  Amasai,  tha  chief  of 
"  t^a  officera."  C.—Band.  or  "  of  a  company."  K. 


thirty,  and  he  said :  We  are  thine,  O  David,  and  for  thee, 

0  son  of  Isai :  peace,  peace  be  to  thee,  and  peace  to  thy 
helpers.  For  thy  God  helpeth  thee.  So  David  received 
them,  and  made  them  captains  of  the  band. 

19  And  there  were  some  of  Manasses,  that  went  over 
to  David,  when  he  came  with  the  Philistines  against  Saal 
to  fight :  but  he  did  not  fight  with  them :  "because  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  taking  counsel,  sent  him  back, 
saying :  With  the  danger  of  our  heads  he  will  return  to 
his  master,  Saul. 

20  So  when  he  went  back  to  Siceleg,0  there  fled  to 
him  of  Manasses,  Ednas,  and  Jozabab,  and  Jedihel,  and 
Michael,  and  Ednas,  and  Jozabad,  and  Eliu,  and  Salathi, 
captains  of  thousands  in  Manasses. 

21  These  helped  David  against  the  reverse  for  they 
were  all  most  valiant  men,  and  were  made  commanders 
in  the  army. 

22  Moreover,  day  by  day  there  came  some  to  David 
to  help  him,  till  they  became  a  great  number,  like  the 
army  of  God. 

23  And  this  is  the  number  of  the  chiefs  of  the  army 
who  came  to  David,  when  he  was  in  Hebron,d  to  transfer 
to  him  the  kingdom  of  Saul,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord. 

24  The  sons  of  Juda,  bearing  shield  and  spear,  six 
thousand  eight  hundred,  well  appointed  to  war. 

25  Of  the  sons  of  Simeon,  valiant  men  for  war,  seven 
thousand  one  hundred. 

26  Of  the  sons  of  Levi,  four  thousand  six  hundred. 

27  And  Joiada,  prince  of  the  race  of  Aaron,  and  with 
him  three  thousand  seven  hundred. 

28  Sadoc  also,  a  young  man  of  excellent  disposition, 
and  the  house  of  his  father,  twenty-two  principal  men. 

29  And  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin,  the  brethren  of  Sau], 
three  thousand:  for  hitherto  a  great  part  of  them  followed 
the  house  of  Saul. 

30  And  of  the  sons  of  Ephraim,  twenty  thousand  eight 
hundred,  men  of  great  valour,  renowned  in  their  kindreds. 

31  And  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasses,  eighteen  thou- 
sand, every  one  by  their  names,  came  to  make  David 
kins;. 

32  Also  of  the  sons  of  Issachar,  men  of  understanding, 
that  knew  all  times  to  order  what  Israel  should  do,  two 
hundred  principal  men :  and  all  the  rest  of  the  tribe 
followed  their  counsel. 

33  And  of  Zabulon,  such  as  went  forth  to  battle,  and 
stood  in  array  well  appointed  with  armour  for  war,  there 
came  fifty  thousand  to  his  aid,  with  no  double  heart. 

•  A.  M.  2919.— A  l  Kings  r.  A.  M.  2956. 

  _  -.  -    -  -   

Ver.  19.  Fight.  They  joined  him  after  he  had  left  t!ii»  Philistines.  C. — 
But  he.  Heb.  "they  helped  them  not."  Neither  David  nor  his  partitans  were 
involved  in  this  danger,  which  might  hare  caused  their  fidelity  to  be  sus-pected 

1  Kings  xxix.  H. 

Vrr.  20.    Thousands:  heads  of  the  principal  cities.  Mic  v.  9.  D. 
Ver.  21.    Hovers  of  Amalec.  1  Kings  xxx.  1. 

Ver.  27.  Joiada  bad  the  post  of  Eleazar,  over  the  Levites,  (Nam.  Hi  32,) 
and  wus  at  the  head  of  the  warriors  of  his  tribe,  while  Abiathar  was  high  priest.  C. 

Ver.  28.  Of  excellent.  Heb.  "of  great  valour."  Saul  had  appointed  him 
in  the  place  of  Achimelec,  and  David  permitted  him  to  retain  his  dignity. 

Ver.  29.  Followed.  Heb.  "  kept  guard  at  the  palace."  These  guards  sub- 
mitted to  David,  like  the  rest,  after  the  death  of  Isboseth.  C. 

Vrr.  31.    Manasses,  west  of  the  Jordan.  See  ver.  37.  H. 

Ver.  32.  Shuuld,  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  those  of  lasacharuxcclled. 
Gen.  xlix.  14. 
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34  And  of  Nephtali,  a  thousand  leaders;  and  with  them 
seven  and  thirty  thousand,  furnished  with  shield  and  spear. 

35  Of  Dan  also,  twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
prepared  for  battle. 

36  And  of  Aser,  forty  thousand,  going  forth  to  fight, 
and  challenging  in  battle. 

37  And  on  the  other  side  of  the  Jordan,  of  the  sons  of 
Ruben,  and  of  Gad,  and  of  the  half  of  the  tribe  of  Ma- 
nasses,  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  furnished  with 
arms  for  war. 

38  All  these  men  of  war,  well  appointed  to  fight,  came 
with  a  perfect  heart  to  Hebron,  to  make  David  king  over 
all  Israel  :  and  all  the  rest  also  of  Israel,  were  of  one  heart, 
to  make  David  king. 

39  And  they  were  there  with  David  three  days,  eating 
and  drinking  :  for  their  brethren  had  prepared  for  them. 

40  Moreover  they  that  were  near  them,  even  as  far  as 
Issachar,  and  Zabulon,  and  Nephtali,  brought  loaves  on 
asses,  and  on  camels,  and  on  mules,  and  on  oxei,  to  eat: 
and  meal,  figs,  raisins,  wine,  oil,  and  oxen,  and  sheep,  in 
abundance  ;  for  there  was  joy  in  Israel. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

The  ark  is  brought  from  Cariathiarim.    Oza,  for  touching  itt  is  struck  dead. 

AUD  David  consulted  with  the  captains  of  thousands, 
and  of  hundreds,  and  with  all  the  commanders, 

2  And  he  said  to  all  the  assembly  of  Israel :  If  it 
please  you :  and  if  the  words  which  I  speak  come  from 
the  Lord  our  God,  let  us  send  to  the  rest  of  our  brethren, 
into  all  the  countries  of  Israel,  and  to  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  that  dwell  in  the  suburbs  of  the  cities,  to  gather 
themselves  to  us : 

3  And  let  us  bring  again  the  ark  of  our  God  to  us : 
for  we  sought  it  not  in  the  days  of  Saul. 

4  And  all  the  multitude  answered  that  it  should  be  so : 
for  the  word  pleased  all  the  people. 

5  So  David  assembled  all  Israel,  from  Sihor  of  Egypt, 
even  to  the  entering  into  Emath,*  to  bring  the  ark  of  God 
from  Cariathiarim. 

6  And  David  went  up  with  all  the  men  of  Israel  to 
the  hill  of  Cariathiarim,  which  is  in  Juda,  to  bring  thence 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  God  sitting  upon  the  Cherubims, 
where  his  name  is  called  upon. 

7  And  they  carried  the  ark  of  God  upon  a  new  cart, 
out  of  the  house  of  Aminadab,  and  Oza  and  his  brother 
drove  the  cart. 

8  And  David  and  all  Israel  played  before  God  with  all 
their  might,  with  hymns,  and  with  harps,  and  with  psal- 
teries, and  timbrels,  and  cymbals,  and  trumpets. 

•  2  Ktnp*  vl.  2.— b  2  KInpi  v  II.— e  S  Kings  v.  13. 


Ver.  40.  Avphtali.  All,  both  far  and  near,  contributed  to  regale  the 
deputies.  C. 

CHAP.  XIII.  Ver.  1.  Consulted.  David  wished  to  give  religion  due  splen- 
dour and  authority  in  his  dominions ;  and  he  prudently  contrives  to  obtain  the 
general  consent-  H. — "  Where  there  is  no  liberty, there  is  no  religion;"  and  no 
change  in  religious  matters  should  be  attempted  without  the  consent  of  the 
Church.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Sought.  Prot.  "inquired  not  at  it."  Yet  it  is  certaio  that  many 
resorted  to  the  ark  at  that  time.  But  it  was  not  treated  with  such  honour  as 
David  now  wished.  II. 

Ver.  9.  Chidon.  Alias  Jt'aehon.  Ch.  2  Kings  vi. — He  had  perhaps  two 
names.  D.— Svr.  aod  Arab.  "  of  Ramim."  C. —  The  ox.  Prot.  "  the  oxen  stum- 
bled." 

Vkx.  11     Divided.    Slain.    See  chap.  xlv.  11  ;  1  Kiogs  xt.  82,  and  2  Kings 
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9  And  when  they  came  to  the  floor  of  Chidon,  Oz8 
put  forth  his  hand,  to  hold  up  the  ark;  for  the  ox  being 
wanton,  had  made  it  lean  a  little  on  one  side. 

10  And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Oza,  and  struck 
him,  because  he  had  touched  the  ark :  and  he  died  there 
before  the  Lord. 

11  And  David  was  troubled,  because  the  Lord  had 
divided  Oza:  and  he  called  that  place  the  breach  of  Oza 
to  this  day. 

12  And  he  feared  God  at  that  time,  saying:  How  can 
I  bring  in  the  ark  of  God  to  me? 

13  And  therefore  he  brought  it  not  home  to  himself, 
that  is,  into  the  city  of  David,  but  carried  it  aside  into 
the  house  of  Obededom,  the  Gethite. 

14  And  the  ark  of  God  remained  in  the  house  of 
Obededom  three  months  :  and  the  Lord  blessed  his  house, 
and  all  that  he  had.. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

David's  house,  and  children  ;  his  victories  over  the  Philistine*. 

AND  b  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  sent  messengers  to  David ; 
and  cedar-trees,  and  masons,  aud  carpenters,  to 
build  him  a  house. 

2  And  David  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  confirmed 
him  king  over  Israel,  and  that  his  kingdom  was  exalted 
over  his  people,  Israel. 

3  cAnd  David  took  other  wives  in  Jerusalem :  and  he 
begot  sons  and  daughters. 

4  Now  these  are  the  names  of  them  that  were  born  to 
him  in  Jerusalem :  Samua.  and  Sobad,  Nathan,  and 
Solomon, 

5  Jebahar,  and  Elisua,  and  Eliphalet, 

6  And  Noga,  and  Napheg,  and  Japhia, 

7  Eiisama,  and  Baaliada,  and  Eliphalet. 

8  dAnd  the  Philistines  hearing  that  David  was  anointed 
king  over  all  Israel,  went  all  up  to  seek  him :  and  David 
heard  of  it,  and  went  out  against  them. 

9  And  the  Philistines  came  and  spread  themselves  in 
the  vale  of  Raphaim. 

1 0  And  David  consulted  the  Lord,  saying :  Shall  I  go 
up  against  the  Philistines,  and  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into 
my  hand?  And  the  Lord  said  to  him:  Go  up,  and  I  will 
deliver  them  into  thv  hand. 

11  And  when  they  were  come  to  Baalpharasim,  David 
defeated  them  there,  and  he  said :  God  hath  divided  my 
enemies  by  my  hand,  as  waters  are  divided  :  and  there- 
fore the  name  of  that  place  was  called  Baalpharasim. 

12  And  they  left  there  their  gods,  and  David  com- 
manded that  they  should  be  burnt. 

d  2  Kinpe  v.  17.  A.  M.  2957.  A.  C.  1017. 


vi.  7.  H. — The  soul  of  brutes  perishes  ;  tliat  of  man  is  only  divided  from  the  body 
by  death. 

VER.  13-  Obededom.  A  Levite  was  judged  more  proper  to  guard  the  ark. 
Chap.  xv.  18.— GethUe.    Because  he  had  dwelt  in  fieth.  W. 

CHAP.  XIV.  Ver.  1.  Hiram.  This  embassy,  and  the  war  with  the  Philis- 
tines, took  place  before  the  ark  was  removed.  C. 

Ver.  7.    Baaliada,  probably  the  same  with  Eliada.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Seek  him,  with  a  design  to  oppress  him,  before  his  throne  was  estab- 
lished. H. 

Ver.  11.    Bnalpharannx,  "the  god  or  master  of  divisions.,,  C. — The  place 

wa«  H  called  afterwards.  D. 

Ver.  12.  Burnt,  conformably  to  Deut.  vfl.  25.  These  idols  wore  commonly 
made  of  wood,  and  covered  with  plates  of  gold,  ite.  Tlie  Philistines  took  them 
along  with  them  to  bAttia,  £S  the  Hebrews  earned  tho  ark  on  many  -dons. 
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Chap.  XV. 


13  Another  time  also  the  Philistines  made  an  irruption, 
and  spread  themselves  abroad  in  the  valley. 

14  And  David  consulted  God  again,  and  God  said  to 
him :  Go  not  up  after  them,  turn  away  from  them,  and 
come  upon  them  over  against  the  pear-trees. 

15  And  when  thou  shalt  hear  the  sound  of  one  going 
in  the  tops  of  the  pear-trees,  then  shalt  thou  go  out  to 
battle.  For  God  is  gone  out  before  thee,  to  strike  the 
army  of  the  Philistines. 

w 

16  And  David  did  as  God  had  commanded  him,  and 
defeated  the  army  of  the  Philistines,  slaying  them  from 
Gabaon  to  Gazera. 

17  And  the  name  of  David  became  famous  in  all 
countries,  and  the  Lord  made  all  nations  fear  him. 

CHAP.  XV. 

The  ark  is  brought  info  the  city  of  Davit/,  with  great  solemnity.  Hfichol 

dcrtdeth  David's  devotion. 

TTTF  E  made  also  houses  for  himself  in  the  city  of  David  : 
JLJL  and  built  a  place  for  the  ark  of  God,  and  pitched 
a  tabernacle  for  it. 

2  Then  David  said :  No  one  ought  to  carry  the  ark  of 
God,  but  the  Levites  ;  whom  the  Lord  hath  chosen  to 
carry  it,  and  to  minister  unto  himself  for  ever. 

3  And  he  gathered  all  Israel  together  into  Jerusalem, 
that  the  ark  of  God  might  be  brought  into  its  place,  which 
he  had  prepared  for  it. 

4  And  the  sons  of  Aaron  also,  and  the  Levites. 

5  Of  the  children  of  Caath,  Uriel  was  the  chief:  and 
his  brethren  a  hundred  and  twenty. 

6  Of  the  sons  of  Merari,  Asaia,  the  chief:  and  his 
brethren  two  hundred  and  twenty. 

7  Of  the  sons  of  Gersom,  Joel,  the  chief:  and  his 
brethren  a  hundred  and  thirty. 

8  Of  the  sons  of  Elisaphan,  Semeias,  the  chief :  and 
bis  brethren  two  hundred. 

9  Of  the  sons  of  Hebron,  Eliel,  the  chief :  and  his 
brethren  eightv. 

10  Of  the  sons  of  OzieL  Aminadab,  the  chief :  and  his 
brethren  a  hundred  and  twelve. 

11  And  David  called  Sadoc,  and  Abiathar,  the  priests, 
and  the  Levites,  Uriel,  Asaia,  Joel,  Semeia,  Eliel,  and 
Aminadab. 

12  And  he  said  to  them:  You  that  are  the  heads  of 
the  Levitical  families,  be  sanctified  with  your  brethren, 
and  bring  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  to  the 
place  which  is  prepared  for  it. 

•  Supra,  tIIL  10.  ■ 


23.  C.)  on  the  side  where  the 


Veil  14.    Pear,  or  mulberry  trees,  (2  Kings 
idols  were.  T. 

Ver.  16.    Gazera.  on  the  borders  of  the  Philistines,  near  Azotus.  C 
CHAP.  XV.  Vek.  1.     Houses,  or  magnificent  palaces,  which  afterwards 
caused  him  to  be  ashamed,  seeing  the  ark  was  lodged  unrli*r  skins.  2  Kings  Til. 
10. — For  it.  entirely  new.    The  old  tabernacle  was  left  at  Gabaon.  C.  i). 
Brethren.    Relations.  D. 
Sanctified.    Free  from  every  legal  nucleanness,  continent',  sad 


Van. 
Vj» 
washed. 
Vek. 
Ver. 


5. 
12. 
C. 
13. 
17. 


Struck  us.    He  partakes  in  the  misfortune  of  Oza.  H. 
Heman,  Asaph,  and  Ethan,  were  masters  of  the  fhst  baud  cf 
musicians,  in  the  reign  of  David.    They  played  on  cymbals  of  brass,  *er.  19. 
Vkr.  18.    Ben.    His  name  is  omitted,  ver.  20.  and  in  the  Sept.    The  Syriac, 


fcc.  have  *'  the  son  of 


.laziel ; " 


but  we  find  the  9[h  Psalm  addressed  "to  Ban, 


thief  of  the  band  of  young  women,"  who  sung  and  played  on  nables,  ver.  20.  C. 
— And  JazUt,  called  Oziel,  ver.  20.  as  the  Sept.  have  here.  H. 

Vkk.  30.    Zacharias,  ice.  presided  over  the  second  band,  with  cables, 


13  'Lest  as  the  Lord  at  first  struck  ns,  because  you 
were  not  present,  the  same  should  now  also  come  to  pass, 
by  our  doing  some  thing  against  the  law. 

14  So  the  priests  and  the  Levites  were  sanctified,  to 
carry  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel. 

15  bAnd  the  sons  of  Levi  took  the  ark  of  God,  as 
Moses  had  commanded,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  upon  their  shoulders,  with  the  staves. 

16  And  David  spoke  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Levites,  to 
appoint  some  of  their  brethren  to  be  singers  with  musical 
instruments ;  to  wit,  on  psalteries,  and  harps,  and  cymbals, 
that  the  joyful  noise  might  resound  on  high. 

17  And  they  appointed  Levites,  Heman,  the  son  of 
Joel,  and  of  his  brethren  Asaph,  the  son  of  Barachias: 
and  of  the  sons  of  Merari,  their  brethren,  Ethan,  the  son 
of  Cassia.  ;- - '  •>  -  . 

18  And  with  them  their  brethren :  in  the  second  rank, 
Zacharias,  and  Ben,  and  Jaziel,  and  Semiramoth,  and 
Jahiel,  and  Ani,  and  Eliab,  and  Banaias,  and  Maasias, 
and  Mathathias,  and  Eliphali:,  and  Macenias,  and  Obed- 
edom,  and  Jehiel,  the  porters. 

19  Now  the  singers,  Heman,  Asaph,  and  Ethan, 
sounded  with  cymbals  of  brass. 

20  And  Zacharias,  and  Oziel,  and  Semiramoth,  and 
Jehiel,  and  Ani,  and  Eliab,  and  Maasias,  and  Banaias, 
sung  mysteries  upon  psalteries. 

21  And  Mathathias,  and  Eliphalu,  and  Macenias,  and 
Obededom,  and  Jehiel,  and  Ozaziu,  sung  a  song  of  victory 
for  the  octave  upon  harps. 

22  And  Chonenias,  chief  of  the  Levites,  presided  over 
the  prophecy,  to  give  out  the  tunes  :  for  he  was  very 
skilful.  9 

23  And  Barachias,  and  Elcana,  were  door-keepers  of 
the  ark.  .  ' 

24  And  Sebenias,  and  Josaphat,  and  Nathanael,  and 
Amasai,  and  Zacharias,  and  Banaias,  and  Eliezer,  the 
priests,  sounded  with  trumpets,  before  the  ark  of  God: 
and  Obededom  and  Jehias,  were  porters  of  the  ark. 

25  eSo  David,  and  all  the  ancients  of  Israel,  and  the 
captains  over  thousands,  went  to  bring  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord,  out  of  the  house  of  Obededom, 
with  joy.  i 

26  And  when  God  had  helped  the  Levites  who  carried 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  they  offered  in  sacri- 
fice seven  oxen,  and  seven  rams. 

27  And  David  was  clothed  with  a  robe  of  fine  linen, 

*  Num.  iv.  15.— <  2  Kingi  ft 4, 


Mathathias  over  the  third,  which  had  instruments  of  eight  strings.  The  prieste 
sounded  the  trumpets,  (ver.  24,)  while  Chonenias  directed  nil  the  music,  in  this 
solemn  procession.  C— Psalteries.  Lit.  "  nables."  H.— The  Vulg.  sometimes 
renders  it  pealtcrion,  at  other  times  lyra,  (M.)  or  syrophonia.  S.  Jer.  ad  Dnrd.  T. 

Ver.  SI.  Ozaziu  does  not  occur  before.  Sept"  have  Ozias  both  here  and  ver. 
18,  after  Jehiel.  H. — Of  victory,  such  as  was  customary  on  the  like  occasions. — 
For  the  octave.  Heb.  essminoth,  according  to  the  Jews,  means  an  instrument  of 
eight  strings;  so  when  trn  is  mentioned,  the  Sept.  frequently  supply  "strings." 
Psal.  JotxH.  2.  M. — Hob.  "they  had  guitars,  and  presided  over  the  eighth  band 
to  intone."  All  the  bands  formed  four  choirs,  distinguished  by  their  instruments, 
the  cymbal,  nahle,  cinnor,  (or  guitar,)  and  trumpets.  C. 

Ver.  22.  The  prophecy.  Singing  praises  to  God  is  here  called  prophecy. 
the  more,  because  these  singers  were  often  inspired  men.  Ch.— Heb.  Mossa  signi- 
fies a  song.  (H.)  elevation,  (C)  burden.  Syr.  So  the  Vulg.  has  onus  Moab,  fitc, 
the  burden  or  dreadful  prediction  against  Moab.  C. 

Ver.  28.    Hams,  in  thanksgiving,  that  they  bed  not  been  treated  like  Oxa.  C. 

Van.  27.    Linen.    Keb.  "  a  clock  of  byssus,"  or  uf  the  finest  white  linon.  D* 
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Chap.  XVI. 


I.  PARALIPOMENON. 


Chap.  XVI. 


and  all  the  Levites  that  carried  the  ark,  and  the  singing 
men,  and  Chonenias,  the  ruler  of  the  prophecy  among  the 
singers :  and  David  also  had  on  him  an  ephod  of  linen. 

28  And  all  Israel  brought  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord,  with  joytiil  shouting,  and  sounding  with  the 
sound  of  the  cornet,  and  with  trumpets,  and  cymbals,  and 
psalteries,  and  harps. 

29  And  when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  was 
come  to  the  city  of  David,  Michol,  the  daughter  of  Saul, 
looking  out  at  a  window,  saw  king  David  dancing  and 
playing,  and  she  despised  him  in  her  heart. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

The  ark  is  placed  in  the  tabernacle.    Sacrifice  is  offered.    David  ilesseth  the 
people,  disposeth  the  offices  of  Levites,  and  maketna  psalm  of  praise  to  God. 

O  O*  they  brought  the  ark  of  God,  and  set  it  in  the  midst 
^  of  the  tent,  which  David  had  pitched  for  it :  and  they 
offered  holocausts,  and  peace-offerings  before  God. 

2  And  when  David  had  made  an  end  of  offering  holo- 
causts, and  peace-offerings,  he  blessed  the  people  in  the 

name  of  the  Lord. 

3  And  he  divided  to  all  and  every  one,  both  men  and 
women,  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  a  piece  of  roasted  beef,  and 
flour  fried  with  oil. 

4  And  he  appointed  Levites  to  minister  before  the  ark 
of  the  Lord,  and  to  remember  his  works,  and  to  glorify 
and  praise  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

5  Asaph,  the  chief,  and  next  after  him  Zacharias: 
Moreover  Jaliiel,  and  Semiramoth,  and  Jehiel,  and  Matha- 
thias,  and  Eiiab,  and  Banaias.  and  Obededom  :  and  Jehiel, 
over  the  instruments  of  psaltery,  and  harps :  and  Asaph 

to  sound  with  cymbals : 

6  But  Banaias,  and  Jaziel,  the  priests,  to  sound  the 
trumpet  continually  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 

Lord. 

7  In  that  day  David  made  Asaph,  the  chief,  to  give 
praise  to  the  Lord  with  his  brethren. 

3  0 Praise  ye  the  Lord,  and  call  upon  his  name :  make 
known  his  doings  among  the  nations. 

9  Sing  to  him,  yea,  sing  praises  to  him  :  and  relate  all 
his  wondrous  works. 

10  Praise  ye  his  holy  name :  let  the  heart  of  them  re- 
joice, that  seek  the  Lord. 

1 1  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  and  his  power :  seek  ye  Ins  face 
evermore. 

12  Remember  his  wonderful  works,  which  he  hath 
done  :  his  signs,  and  the  judgments  of  his  mouth. 

»  2  Xlngi  tL  17.  A,  M.  2939.  A.  C.  1045. 


— Byssns  has  often  occurred  before  in  the  Vultr.,  but  we  find  the  Heb.  butt  here 
for  the  first  time.  It  probably  denotes  the  brilliant  yellow  silk  taken  from  the  fish 
pinna,  of  which  S.  Basil  speaks.  Hexa.  7.  Justinian  was  clothed  with  it,  on  ac- 
count of  it*  rarity  and  brightness.  Procop.  de  Fabric.  $*et  as  it  would  hardly  as- 
sume any  colonr  but  black,  it  was  not  so  much  sought  after  as  the  silk  of  Persia. 
Not  only  David,  but  all  the  Levites.  were  thus  richly  adorned;  as  the  latter  were 
at  the  dedication  of  the  temple.  2  Par.  ii.  14.  There  was  a  manufactory  of  this 
i>yssus  established  by  JJavid.  Chap.  iv.  21.  That  of  Esrvpt  was  white,  and  is 
colled  Jchetch,  or  "  cotton."  Exod.  xvi.  4.  C. — £phod.  Sept.  "  a  stole  of  hyssus," 
or  a  long  silken  robe,  (tl.)  which  has  been  already  expressed  (T.)  ;  or  rather,  the 
ephod  was  only  a  sfirdle.  which  was  not  peculiar  to  the  sacred  miuisters.  1  Kings 
ii.  18.  C. — Samuel,  though  a  child,  wore  ono.  W. 

CHAP.  XVI.  Ver.  3.  OH.  The  precise  signification  of  the  Heb.  Jlfossek  is 
not  known.  C— Prot.  ''a  flagon  of  wine."  H. — It  denotes  any  thing  "ex- 
hilarating." T.  D. 

Vbr.  4.    Appointed,  as  a  prophet,  (H.)  or  by  dispensation.    The  high  priest 
hath  Bupreme  spiritual  power.  Deut.  xvii.  18,  ice.  W. 
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13  O  ye  seed  of  Israel,  his  servants;  ye  children  of 
Jacob,  his  chosen. 

14  He  is  the  Lord  our  God  :  h;s  judgments  are  in  all 
the  earth. 

15  Remember  for  ever  his  covenant :  the  word,  which 
he  commanded  to  a  thousand  generations. 

16  The  covenant  which  he  made  with  Abraham :  and 
his  oath  to  Isaac. 

17  And  he  appointed  the  same  to  Jacob  for  a  precept : 
and  to  Israel  for  an  everlasting  covenant : 

18  Saying:  To  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of  Chanaan; 
the  lot  of  your  inheritance. 

19  When  they  were  but  a  small  number:  very  few, 
and  sojourners  in  it. 

20  And  they  passed  from  nation  to  nation :  and  from 
one  kingdom  to  another  people. 

21  He  suffered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong:  and  re- 
proved kings  for  their  sake. 

22  cTouch  not  my  anointed:  and  do  no  evil  to  my 
prophets. 

23  dSing  ye  to  the  Lord,  all  ye  earth  :  show  forth  from 
day  to  day  his  salvation. 

24  Declare  his  glory  among  the  Gentiles :  his  wonders 
among  all  people. 

25  For  the  Lord  is  great  and  exceedingly  to  be  praised : 
and  is  to  be  feared  above  all  gods. 

26  For  all  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols :  but  the 
Lord  made  the  heavens. 

27  Praise  and  magnificence  are  before  him  :  strength 
and  joy  in  his  place. 

28  Bring  ye  to  the  Lord,  0  ye  families  of  the  nations ; 
bring  ye  to  the  Lord  glory  and  empire. 

29  Give  to  the  Lord  glory  to  his  name,  bring  up  sacri- 
fice, and  come  ye  in  his  sight :  and  adore  the  Lord  in 
holy  beauty. 

30  Let  all  the  earth  be  moved  at  his  presence :  for  he 
hath  founded  the  world  immoveable. 

31  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  the  earth  be  glad* 
and  let  them  say  among  the  nations :  The  Lord  hath 
reigned. 

32  Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof:  let  the 
fields  rejoice,  and  all  things  that  are  in  them. 

33  Then  shall  the  trees  of  the  wood  give  praise  before 
the  Lord  :  because  he  is  come  to  judge  the  earth. 

34  Give  ye  glory  to  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good :  for  his 
mercv  endureth  tor  ever. 


Psjl.  civ.  1 ;  lea.  x\\.  *. 


P;al.  civ.  15— d  Pfal.  xct.  1. 


Ver.  5.  Zacharias,  at  the  head  of  the  second  band.  These  played  on  the 
nable  and  kinnor,  as  the  women  did  not  sing  io  the  tabernacle. — Jahiel  should 
be  Oriel,  (chap.  xv.  18.  C.)  unless  he  be  the  same  person.  Chap.  xv.  18. 
H. — Instruments.  Lit.  "organs."  H. — Heb.  "  the  instruments  of  nables." 
Vat.  M. 

Ver.  7.  Made.  Heb.  "gave  first,  to  thank  the  lord,  into  the  hand  of  Asaph 
and  his  brethren  this  psahn,"  (H.)  iu  order  the  104th;  and  from  ver.  *23  we  find 
the  95th  in  the  Psalter,  with  some  improvements.  T. 

Ver.  11.  Power.  The  ark  was  frequently  the  instrument  of  God's  power ; 
and  his  people  are  exhorted  to  present  themselves  to  pray  before  it.  C. — Gov 
seemed  to  dwell  there,  and  often  displayed  his  wonders.  IX 

Veh.  22.  Prophets.  The  ancient  patriarchs  ruled  their  families  as  kings,  «xl 
directed  them  by  word  and  example,  like  the  most  holy  propb*ts.  C. — Both  ar< 
frequently  styled  anointed.  H. 

Ver.  27.  Place.  In  Ps*J.  icv.  6,  holiness  an>i  majesty  n.  Ail  sanctuary 
Heb.  "  strength  and  beauty  in,"  &c.    God  is  served  'n  bis  tabernacle  with  piety 

Ver.  '29.    Sacrifice,  of  flour  and  wine 


uww  futnnanwvcmoiii.ciim 
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Chap.  XVII. 

35  And  say  ye :  Save  us,  0  God  our  saviour :  and 
gather  us  together,  and  deliver  us  from  the  nations,  that 
we  may  give  glory  to  thy  holy  name,  and  may  rejoice  in 
singing  thy  praise. 

36  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel  from  eter- 
nity to  eternity :  and  let  all  the  people  say :  Amen,  and 
ring  a  hymn  to  God. 

37  So  he  left  there  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord,  Asaph  and  his  brethren,  to  minister  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  ark  continually,  day  by  day,  and  in  their 
courses. 

36  And  Obededom,  with  his  brethren,  sixty-eight: 
and  Obededom,  the  son  of  Idithun,  and  Hosa,  he  ap- 
pointed to  be  porters. 

39  And  Sadoc,  the  priest,  and  his  brethren,  priests, 
before  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  in  the  high  place, 
which  was  in  Gabaon ; 

40  That  they  should  offer  holocausts  to  the  Lord  upon 
the  altar  of  holocaust,  continually,  morning  and  evening, 
according;  to  all  that  is  written  in  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  commanded  Israel. 

41  And  after  him  Heman,  and  Idithun,  and  the  rest 
that  were  chosen,  every  one  by  his  name  to  give  praise  to 
the  Lord  :  because  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

42  And  Heman  and  Idithun  sounded  the  trumpet,  and 
played  on  the  cymbals,  and  all  kinds  of  musical  instru- 
ments, to  sing  praises  to  God :  and  the  sons  of  Idithun 

he  made  porters. 

43  And  all  the  people  returned  to  their  houses :  and 
David  to  bless  also  his  own  house. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

David's  purpose  to  build  a  Umpfa  is  rewarded  by  most  ample  promises  : 

David's  thanksgiving. 

"\J~OW*  when  David  was  dwelling  in  his  house,  he 
IN  said  to  Nathan,  the  prophet :  Behold,  I  dwell  in  a 
house  of  cedar :  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 

is  under  skins. 

2  And  Nathan  said  to  David :  Do  all  that  is  in  thy 

heart :  for  God  is  with  thee. 

3  Now  that  night  the  word  of  God  came  to  Nathan, 

saying : 

4  Go,  and  speak  to  David,  my  servant :  Thus  saith  the 
Lord :  Thou  shalt  not  build  me  a  house  to  dwell  in. 

5  For  1  have  not  remained  in  a  house  from  the  time 
that  I  brought  up  Israel  to  this  day :  but  I  have  been 
always  changing  places  in  a  tabernacle,  and  in  a  tent 

6  Abiding  with  all  Israel.  Did  I  ever  speak  to  any 
one,  of  all  the  judges  of  Israel,  whom  I  charged  to  feed 
my  people,  saying  :  Why  have  you  not  built  me  a  house 
of  cedar  ? 

■  I  KlnRl  Ti  17.  A.  M.  29S0,  A.  C.  1044. 

Veh.  35.  And  say,  Sec.  is  not  in  the  psutm;  aud  it  seems  not  to  agree  with 
the  flourishing  state  of  David's  kingdom  :  yet  he  might  speak  with  the  spirit  of 
prophecy,  or  wish  that  all  his  subjects  might  live  in  happiness  and  concord  under 

^Ver.  36.    And  sing.    Heb.  " and  Alielala,"  or,  " all .    .  ksid,  (or  shall  My,) 

truth  and  praise  be  to  the  Lord." 

Vbr.  39.  Sadoc  was  to  minister  at  Gabaon,  with  Heman,  Idithun,  &c.,  while 
Abiathar,  Asaph.  &c  officiated  at  Jerusalem.  C— This  regulation  continued  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  David'a  reign,  f  H.)  when  fresh  orders  were  given.  Chap.  «Lii.,  4cc. 

CHAP.  XVTT.  Ver.  1.  Cedar,  Such  were  esteemed  tht  moot  magnificent, 
?er.  fl.   See  2  King*  vii. 


Crap.  XVII. 

7  Now,  therefore,  'is  shalt  thou  say  to  my  servant, 
David :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  I  took  thee  from 
the  pastures,  from  following  the  flock,  that  thou  shouldst 
be  ruler  of  my  people  Israel ; 

8  And  I  have  been  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  hast 
gone :  and  I  have  slain  all  thy  enemies  before  thee,  .and 
have  made  thee  a  name,  like  that  of  one  of  the  great  ones 
that  are  renowned  in  the  earth. 

9  And  I  have  given  a  place  to  my  people  Israel ;  they 
shall  be  planted,  and  shall  dwell  therein,  and  shall  be 
moved  no  more ,  neither  shall  the  children  of  iniquity 
waste  them,  as  at  the  beginning, 

10  Since  the  days  that  1  gave  judges  to  my  people 
Israel,  and  I  have  humbled  all  thy  enemies.  And  I  de- 
clare to  thee,  that  the  Lord  will  build  thee  a  house. 

11  And  when  thou  shalt  have  ended  thy  days  to  go  to 
thy  fathers,  I  will  raise  up  thy  seed  after  thee,,  which  shall 
be  of  thy  sons :  and  I  will  establish  his  kingdom. 

12  He  shall  build  me  a  house;  and  I  will  establish  his 
throne  for  ever. 

13  I  will  be  to  him  a  father,  and  he  shall  be  to  me  a 
son  :  and  I  will  not  take  my  mercy  away  from  him,  as  I 
took  it  from  him  that  was  betbre  thee. 

14  But  I  will  settle  him  in  my  house,  and  in  my  king- 
dom for  ever :  and  his  throne  shall  be  most  firm  for  ever. 

15  According  to  all  these  words,  and  according  to  all 
this  vision,  so  did  Nathan  speak  to  David. 

16  And  king  David  came,  and  sat  before  the  Lord, 
and  said :  "Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God,  and  what  is  my 
house,  that  thou  shouldst  give  such  things  to  me? 

17  But  even  this  hath  seemed  little  in  thy  sight,  and 
therefore  thou  hast  also  spoken  concerning  the  house  of 
thy  servant,  for  the  time  to  come :  and  thou  hast  made 
me  remarkable  above  all  men,  0  Lord  God. 

18  What  can  David  add  more,  seeing  thou  hast  thus 
glorified  thy  servant,  and  known  him? 

19  O  Lord,  for  thy  servants  sake,  according  to  thy 
own  heart,  thou  hast  showed  all  this  magnificence,  and 
wouldst  have  all  these  ereat  things  to  be  known. 

20  O  Lorr1.,  there  is  none  like  unto  thee  :  and  there  is 
no  other  God  beside  thee,  of  all  whom  we  have  heard  of 

with  our  ears. 

21  For  what  other  nation  is  there  upon  earth  like  unto 
thy  people  Israel,  whom  God  went  to  deliver,  and  make 
a  people  for  himself,  and  by  his  greatness  and  terrors  to 
cast  out  nations  before  their  face,  whom  he  had  delivered 

out  of  Egypt  ? 

22  And  thou  hast  made  thy  people  Israel  to  be  thy 
own  people  for  ever;  and  thou,  O  Lord,  art  become  their 
God. 

23  Now  therefore,  O  Lord,  let  the  word  which  thou 

Ver.  9.  A  place  permanent  and  6*cure,  while  I  have  had  no  fired 
uti  ode,  C. 

Ver.  11.  Seed,  even  till  Chritt  shall  be  bom  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  of  the 
family  of  David.  W. 

Ver.  12.  Ever  often  means  only  a  long  duration.  The  dominion  of  Chrfcv 
shall  hare  no  end.  C. 

Ver.  13.  Thee.  The  posterity  of  Saul  lost  the  throne.  H. — If  Solomon  to 
reprobated,  his  children  were  permitted  to  reign.  It  is  also  presomed  that  he  did 
penance ;  thongh  this  ia  not  certain. 

Ver.  18.  Known  him.  Treating  him  with  love  and  tenderness,  as  o  Menu 
How  can  David  sufficiently  testify  his  gratitude  f 
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hast  spoken  to  thy  servant,  and  concerning  his  house,  be 
established  for  ever,  and  do  as  thou  hast  said. 

24  And  let  thy  name  remain  and  be  magnified  for 
ever :  and  let  it  be  said :  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  God  of 
Israel,  and  the  house  of  David,  his  servant,  remaineth  be- 
fore him. 

25  For  thou,  O  Lord,  my  God,  hast  revealed  to  the 
ear  of  thy  servant,  that  thou  wilt  build  him  a  house:  and 
therefore  thy  servant  hath  found  confidence  to  pray  be- 
fore thee. 

26  And  now,  O  Lord,  thou  art  God  :  and  thou  hast 
promised  to  thy  servant  such  great  benefits. 

27  And  thou  hast  begun  to  bless  the  house  of  thy 
servant,  that  it  may  be  always  before  thee :  for  seeing 
thou  blessest  it,  0  Lord,  it  shall  be  blessed  for  ever. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

David" s  victories.    His  chief  officers, 

AND  *it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  David  defeated 
the  Philistines,  and  humbled  them,  and  took  away 
Geth,  and  her  daughters,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philis- 
tines : 

2  And  he  defeated  Moab,  and  the  Moabites  were 
made  David's  servants,  and  brought  him  gifts. 

3  At  that  time  David  defeated  also  Adarezer,  king  of 
Soba,  of  the  land  of  Hemath,  when  he  went  to  extend  his 
dominions  as  far  as  the  river  Euphrates.  | 

4  And  David  took  from  him  a  thousand  chariots,  and 
seven  thousand  horsemen,  and  twenty  thousand  footmen, 
and  he  houghed  all  the  chariot-horses,  only  a  hundred 
chariots,  which  he  reserved  for  himself. 

5  And  the  Syrians  of  Damascus  came  also  to  help 
Adarezer,  king  of  Soba :  and  David  slew  of  them  likewise 
two  and  twentv  thousand  men. 

6  And  he  put  a  garrison  in  Damascus,  that  Syria  also 
should  serve  him,  and  bring  gifts.  And  the  Lord  as- 
sisted him  in  all  things  to  which  he  went. 

7  And  David  took  the  golden  quivers,  which  the  serv- 
ants of  Adarezer  had,  and  he  brought  them  to  Jerusalem. 

8  Likewise  out  of  Thebath  and  Chun,  cities  of  Adar- 
ezer, he  brought  very  much  brass,  of  which  Solomon 
made  the  trazen  sea;  and  the  pillars,  and  the  vessels  of 
brass. 

9  Now  when  Thou,  king  of  Hemath,  heard  that  David 
had  defeated  all  the  army  of  Adarezer,  king  of  Soba, 

10  He  sent  Adoram.  his  son,  to  king  David,  to  desire 
peace  of  him,  and  to  congratulate  him  that  he  had  de- 


•  2  Kinri  vill.  1.  A.  M.  2P0C,  A.  C.  1044- 


Viia.  27.  Begun.  Ueb.  "be  pleased,  (II.)  or  thou  hast  had  the  goodness  to 
bless."    Syr.  "  I  pray  thee  bless." 

CHAP.  XVIII.  Ver.  1.  daughter*.  Villages  (see  2  Kings  viii.  1.  M.)  and 
dependent  totvas.  W. 

VBX.  2.  Gifts,  Reb.  monre.  a  word  used  to  denote  the  offering*  of  breed, 
kc  Lev.  ii.    Here  it  signifies  the  tribute  (C.)  imposed  on  the  conquered.  H. 

Veb.  3.  Adarezer,  or  Adadezer,  2  Kincs.—  When  he,  the  kin?  of  Soba,  icent 
tn  extend.  Hob.  "  to  strengthen  bis  hand  on  the,"  &c.  Hand  often  denotes  power, 
extent,  possession. 

Ver.  4.  J'ootmm.  Heb.  may  well  signify,  u  1000  chariot-horses  and  7000 
nitm-who  mounted  the  chariots  and  the  horses!"  We  only  find  1700  horsemen, 
•2  Kings  viii.  4.  But  soon  uftcr  it  is  added,  David  hongkrd'all  the  chariot-horses. 
C. — They  wud  thus  rendered  useless.  The  kiny  was  forbidden  to  keep  many 
horses.  V. 

Ver.  10.    Adoram,  or  Joram,  lb. — Desire.    Heb.  "  to  ask  if  all  went  well 
Trith  him,  aad  to  bless  him." 
Tbp..  11.    Edom,  or  rath*p  Syria.  (Amm,)  which  might  easilv  be  exchanged 


feated  and  overthrown  Adarezer  :  for  Thou  was  an  enemy 
to  Adarezer.  , 

1 1  And  all  the  vessels  of  gold,  and  silver,  and  brass, 
king  David  consecrated  to  the  Lord ;  with  the  silver  and 
gold  which  he  had  taken  from  all  the  nations,  as  well 
from  Edom,  and  from  Moab,  and  from  the  sons  of  Am- 
nion, as  from  the  Philistines,  and  from  Ainalec. 

12  And  Abisai,  the  son  of  Sarvia,  slew  of  the  Edoro- 
ites,  in  the  vale  of  the  Salt-pits,  eighteen  thousand  : 

13  And  he  put  a  garrison  in  Edom,  that  Edom  should 
serve  David  :  and  the  Lord  preserved  David  in  all  things 
to  which  he  went 

14  So  David  reigned  over  all  Israel,  and  executed 
judgment  and  justice  among  all  his  people. 

15  And  Joab,  the  son  of  Sarvia,  was  over  the  army : 
and  Josaphat,  the  son  of  Ahilud,  recorder: 

16  And  Sadoc,  the  son  of  Achitob,  and  Achimelech, 
the  son  of  Abiathar,  were  the  priests  ;  and  Susa,  scribe. 

17  And  Banaias,  the  son  of  Joiada,  was  over  the  bands 
of  the  Cerethi  and  the  Phelethi ;  and  the  sons  of  David 
were  chief  about  the  kiug. 

CHAP.  XIX. 

The  Ammonites  abuse  David's  ambassadors:  both  they  and  their  confederates 

arc  overthrown* 

*TVTOWb  it  came  to  pass  that  Naas,  the  king  of  thechil- 
JJ\    dren  of.  Amnion,  died,  and  his  son  reigned  in  his 

2  And  David  said  :  I  will  show  kindness  to  Hanon, 
the  son  of  Naas:  for  his  father  did  a  favour  to  me.  And 
David  sent  messengers  to  comfort  him  upon  the  death  of 
his  father.  But  when  they  were  come  into  the  land  of 
the  children  of  Amnion,  to  comfort  Hanon  ; 

3  The  princes  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  said  to  Ha- 
non :  Thou  thinkest,  perhaps,  that  David,  to  do  honour 
to  thy  father,  hath  sent  comforters  to  thee :  and  thou  dost 
not  take  notice,  that  his  servants  are  come  to  consider, 
and  search,  and  spy  out  thy  land. 

4  Wherefore  Hanon  shaved  the  heads  and  beards  of 
the  servants  of  David,  and  cut  away  their  garments  from 
the  buttocks  to  the  feet,  and  sent  them  away. 

5  And  when  they  were  gone,  they  sent  word  to  David, 
who  sent  to  meet  them,  (for  they  had  suffered  a  great 
affront,)  and  ordered  them  to  stay  at  Jericho  till  their 
beards  grew,  and  then  to  return. 

6  And  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw  that  they 
had  done  an  injury  to  David,  Hanon,  and  the  rest  of  thf 

A.  It  2067,  A.  C.  1037.  2  Kings  x.  1. 


for  Edom.  2  Kings  viii.  David  could  not  satisfy  his  devotion  by  building  a  tem- 
ple; but  he  made  preparations.    Solomon  left  part  of  the  treasures  uneonsumed, 

1  Par.  XX  vi.  20.  C— Thc-o  effects,  bein~  destined  for  sacred  uses,  are  said  to  be 
consecrated  to  the  Lord.  W. 

Vbk.  12.  JZdomites.  David  seems  to  have  been  present,  and  the  victory  is 
sometimes  attributed  tn  him.  , 

Ver.  10.  Abiathar  and  Achimelech  had  both  names  indifferently.  Heb. 
rends  Abimclcch,  which  is  a  manifest  mistake.  The  name  of  Ahiath?r  perhape 
ought  to  be  in  the  place  of  Achimelech;  as  we  know  that  ho  w.is  the  son  of  the 
latter,  und  the  high  priest  under  Dcvid.  Some  would  translate,  "and  Abiathar, 
son  of  Achimelech." — Susa.  or  Saraias.  secretary. 

Ver.  17.  About.  Lit.  "  at  the  hand  of  the  king,"  to  execute  his  orders,  and 
to  assist  him.    Sept.  "  vicegerents."    Svr.  "  princes."    Thev  are  stvled  priests. 

2  Kings  viii.  18.  ' 

CHAP.  XIX.  Ver.  6.  Mesopotamia  is  not  mentioned  2  Kings,  a«  the  troops 
perhaps  did  not  arrive  soon  enough  for  the  first  battle,  ver.  16. 

Vbr.  7.    Chariots.    Thfa  number  seems  excessive,  and  it  may  bava  heeu  put 


ww^vouriiiuyi^od.i'oni 

www.faijniufDovenioflMioin 

www.  third  MxrreioiTiit  i  nm.com 


Chap.  XX. 


I.  PARALIPCTMENON. 


Chap.  XXL 


people,  sent  a  thousand  talents  of  silver,  to  hire  them 
chariots  and  horsemen  out  of  Mesopotamia,  and  out  of 
Syria  Maacha,  and  out  of  Soba. 

7  And  they  hired  two  and  thirty  thousand  chariots, 
and  the  king  of  Maacha.  with  his  people.  And  they  came 
and  camped  over  against  Medaba.  And  the  children  of 
Ammon  gathered  themselves  together  out  of  their  cities, 
and  came  to  battle. 

8  And  when  David  heard  of  it,  he  sent  Joab,  and  all 
the  army  of  valiant  men  : 

9  And  the  children  of  Ammon  came  out,  and  put  their 
army  in  array  before  the  gate  of  the  city :  and  the  kings 
that  came  to  their  aid,  stood  apart  in  the  field. 

10  Wherefore  Joab,  understanding  that  the  battle  was 
set  against  him  before  and  behind,  chose  out  the  bravest 
men  of  all  Israel,,  and  marched  against  the  Syrians. 

11  And  the  rest  of  the  people  he  delivered  into  the 
hand  of  Abisai,  his  brother,  and  they  went  against  the 
children  of  Ammon. 

12  And  he  said:  If  the  Syrians  be  too  strong  for  me, 
then  thou  shalt  help  me :  but  if  the  children  of  Ammon 
be  too  strong  for  thee,  I  will  help  thee. 

13  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  behave  ourselves 
manfully  for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God  : 
and  the  Lord  will  do  that  which  is  good  in  his  sight. 

14  So  Joab,  and  the  people  that  were  with  him,  went 
against  the  Syrians  to  the  battle :  and  he  put  them  to 
flight. 

15  And  the  children  of  Ammon,  seeing  that  the 
Syrians  were  fled,  they  likewise  fled  from  Abisai,  his 
brother,  and  went  into  the  city :  and  Joab  also  returned 
into  Jerusalem. 

16  But  the  Syrians,  seeing  that  they  had  fallen  before 
Israel,  sent  messengers,  and  brought  to  them  the  Syrians 
that  were  beyond  the  river  :  and  Sophach,  general  of  the 
army  of  Adarezer,  was  their  leader. 

17  And  it  was  told  David;  and  he  gathered  together 
all  Israel,  and  passed  the  Jordan,  and  came  upon  them, 
and  put  his  army  in  array  against  them,  and  they  fought 
with  him. 

18  But  the  Syrians  fled  before  Israel :  and  David  slew 
of  the  Syrians  seven  thousand  chariots,  and  forty  thousand 
footmen,  and  Sophach,  the  general  of  the  army. 

19  'And  when  the  servants  of  Adarezer  saw  themselves 
overcome  by  Israel,  they  went  over  to  David,  and  served 
him  :  and  Syria  would  not  help  the  children  of  Ammon 

any  more.  'SKlAj?  V'TlIi — 

CHAP.  XX. 

Habha  is  taken.    Other  victories  over  the  Philistines, 
t  A.  M.  206S.  A-  C.  1036.— *  2  Kinei  t.  7,  and  xi.  1.  A.  M.  2969,  A,  C.  1035. 


tor  infantry:  the  number  of  which,  specified  2  Kings,  was  03.000.  But  the  troops 
.if  Mesopotamia  ure  nnt  there  mentioned,  and  this  supplies  what  was  left  defec- 
tive. C 

Ver.  16.    River,  in  Mesopotamia.    Joob  did  not  allow  them  time  to  arrive. 
Ver.  18.    Cliariots.    Lit.  11  chariot."  2  Kings  has  only  700,  and  40,000 
\orGanen*  C 

Vbr.  19.  Went.  Heb.  "  made  peace  with  David."  The  many  petty  kinjrs 
*vho  had  hitherto  been  tributary  to  Adarezer  submitted  now  to  the  conqueror.  C. 

CHAP.  XX.  Ver.  U    Year.    Heb.  "at  the  return  of  the  year,"  in  spring.  C. 

Vrr.  2.  Mclchom.  Sept.  add  the  explanation,  "their  king."  It  may  tdso 
De  referred  to  the  idnl  of  Ammon.  H. 

Ver.  8.  Harrow/.  Heb.  "  cat  them  with  saws,  and  with  harrows  (H.)  ;  or, 
rollers  of  iron,  and  with  saws."    But  some  other  term  was  probobiv  usea,  as  we 


AND6  it  came  to  pass,  after  the  course  of  a  year,  at 
the  time  that  kings  go  out  to  battle,  Joab  gathered 
together  an  army,  and  the  strength  of  the  troops,  and 
wasted  the  land  of  the  children  of  Ammon :  and  went 
and  besieged  Rabba.  But  David  staid  at  Jerusalem, 
when  Joab  smote  Rabba,  and  destroyed  it. 

2  And  David  took  the  crown  of  Melchom  from  his 
head,  and  found  in  it  a  talent  weight  of  gold,  and  most 
precious  stones  ;  and  he  made  himself  a  diadem  of  it :  he 
took  also  the  spoils  of  the  city,  which  were  very  great. 

3  And  the  people  that  were  therein  he  brought  out : 
and  made  harrows,  and  sleads,  and  chariots  of  iron,  to  go 
over  them,  so  that  they  were  cut  and  bruised  to  pieces. 
In  this  manner  David  dealt  with  all  the  cities  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Ammon :  and  he  returned  with  all  his  people  to 
Jerusalem. 

4  'After  this  there  arose  a  war  at  Gazei,  against  the 
Philistines:  in  which  Sabachai,  the  Husathite,  slew 
Saphai,  of  the  race  of  Raphaim-,  and  humbled  them. 

5  Another  battle  also  was  fought  against  the  Philistines, 
in  which  Adeodatus,  the  son  of  Saltus,  a  Bethlehemite, 
slew  the  brother  of  Goliath,  the  Gethite,  the  staff  of  whose 
spear  was  like  a  weavers  beam. 

6  There  was  another  battle  also  in  Geth,  in  which  there 
was  a  man  of  great  stature,  whose  fingers  and  toes  were 
four  and  twenty,  six  on  each  hand  and  foot :  who  also 
was  born  of  the  stock  of  Rapha. 

7  He  reviled  Israel :  but  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Samaa, 
the  brother  of  David,  slew  him.  These  were  the  sons  of 
Rapha,  in  Geth,  who  fell  by  the  hand  of  David  and  his 
servants. 

CHAP.  XXI. 

David's  sin,  in  numbering  Vie  people,  is  punished  by  a  pestilence:  which 
ceaseth  upon  his  offering  sacrifice  in  the  threshing-floor  of  Oman. 

AND d  Satan  rose  up  against  Israel :  and  moved  David 
to  number  Israel. 

2  And  David  said  to  Joab,  and  to  the  rulers  of  the 
people :  Go,  and  number  Israel  from  Bersabee  even  unto 
Dan,  and  bring  me  the  number  of  them,  that  I  may 
know  it  ; 

3  And  Joab  answered :  The  Lord  make  his  people  a 
hundred  times  more  than  they  are :  but,  my  lord  the  king, 
are  they  not  all  thy  servants?  why  doth  my  lord  seek  this 
thing,  which  may  be  imputed  as  a  sin  to  Israel? 

4  But  the  kings  word  rather  prevailed :  and  Joab  de- 
parted, and  went  through  all  Israel :  and  returned  to 
Jerusalem. 

5  And  he  gave  David  the  number  of  them,  w  hom  he 
had  surveyed  :  and  all  the  number  of  Israel,  was  found 

«  2  Kinc»  zxl  18.  A.  M.  29S0,  A.  C.  wis.—*  A.  M.  2937.  2  Kinga  xxlv.  1 ;  Infra,  xxviL  24- 


find  sows  before.  C. — Prot.  bave  "  axes."  This  exemplary  punishment  was  In 
consequence  of  the  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  Abulensis  pronounces  it  lawful 
David  might  only  treat  the  most  guilty  in  this  manner.  B. 

Vbr.  5.  Adeodatus.  Heb.  "  £lchannn,  the  son  of  Jair,  of  Lebem or, 
."slew  Leehemi,  brother  of  Goliath  ;"  or  equal  to  him  in  strength.  C. — BrothvT 
is  hero  supplied,  as  it  is  wanting,  2  Kings.  1). 

Ver.  7.    Kapha,  head  of  the  giants  of  Palestine.  C. 

CHAP.  XXI.  Ver.  1.  Satan.  This  shows  that  the  Lord  anly  fH.)  per- 
mitted David's  pin,  (2  Kings  xxiv.  W.)  and  in  this  sense  only  he  is  said  to  bave 
instigated  him  ( D.) ;  though  we  read  this  was  done  by  the  fury  of  the  Lord,  or 
by  an  evil  spirit.  H. 

Ver.  5.  The  number,  kc.  The  difference  of  the  combers  here  and  2  KrngB, 
(xxiv.  9,)  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  the  grater  number  to  be  tlial 
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to  be  eleven  hundred  thousand  men  that  drew  the  sword  : 
and  of  Juda,  four  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  fighting 
men.  "'  --'"^v-'fl; .*: : ■  ^  ; 

6  But  Levi  and  Benjamin  he  did  not  number :  for 

Joab  unwillingly  executed  the  kings  orders. 

7  And  God  was  displeased  with  this  thing  that  was 
commanded  :  and  he  struck  Israel. 

8  And  David  said  to  God  :  I  have  sinned  exceedingly 
in  doing  this :  I  beseech  thee,  take  away  the  iniquity  of 
thy  servant,  for  I  have  done  foolishly. 

9  And  the  Lord  spoke  to  Gad,  the  seer  of  David, 
saying: 

10  Go,  and  speak  to  David,  and  tell  him :  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  :  I  give  thee  the  choice  of  three  things  :  choose 
one  which  thou  wilt,  and  I  will  do  it  to  thee. 

11  And  when  Gad  was  come  to  David,  he  said  to  him  : 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Choose  which  thou  wilt : 

12  Either  three  years  famine  :  or  three  months  to  flee 
from  thy  enemies,  and  not  to  be  able  to  escape  their 
sword  :  or  three  days  to  have  the  sword  of  the  Lord,  and 
pestilence  in  the  land,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  destroying 
in  all  the  coasts  of  Israel :  now,  therefore,  see  what  I  shall 
answer  him  who  sent  me. 

13  And  David  said  to  Gad :  I  am  on  every  side  in  a 
great  strait :  but  it  is  better  for  me  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Lord,  for  his  mercies  are  many,  than  into  the  hands 

of  men.    .  7:  i 

14  So  the  Lord  sent  a  pestilence  upon  Israel.  And 
theie  fell  of  Israel  seventy  thousand  men. 

15  And  he  sent  an  angel  to  Jerusalem,  to  strike  it : 
and  as  he  was  striking  it,  the  Lord  beheld,  and  took  pity 
for  the  greatness  of  the  evil :  and  said  to  the  angel  that 
destroyed:  It  is  enough;  now  stop  thy  hand.  And  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  stood  by  the  threshing-floor  of  Oman, 
the  Jebusite. 

16  And  David,  lifting  up  his  eyes,  saw  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  standing  between  heaven  and  earth,  with  a  drawn 
sword  in  his  hand,  turned  against  Jerusalem :  and  both 
he,  and  the  ancients,  clothed  in  hair-cloth,  fell  down  flat 
on  the  ground. 

17  And  David  said  to  God:  Am  not  I  he  that  com- 
manded the  people  to  be  numbered  ?  It  is  I  that  have 
sinned  :  it  is  I  that  have  clone  the  evil :  but  as  for  this 
flock,  what  hath  it  deserved  ?  O  Lord,  rny  God,  let  thy 
hand  be  turned,  I  beseech  thee,  upon  me,  and  upon  my 
father  s  house  :  and  let  not  thy  people  be  destroyed. 

*  2  Tzt.  vl  1.— b  Exod.  XXXVt.  2. 


which  was  really  found,  and  the  lesser  to  bo  that  which  Joab  gave  in  (Ch.) ;  or 
the  transcribers  "of  this  place  have  been  inaccurate.  C. 

Ver.  fi.    Number.    These  mif-ht  therefore  escape  the  pestilence.  D. 

Vek.  8.  Iniquity.  David  was  guilty,  though  he  retained  both  faith  and 
hope.  W. 

Vbr.  10.  Three;  a  word  omitted  in  Heb.,  but  supplied  by  the  Pro*.  H — "I 
will  bring  three  things  upon  thee."  Sept. 

Ver.  "12.  I'hree  year*  famine;  which,  joined  with  the  three  foregoing  years 
of  famine,  mentioned  2  Kings  xxl.,  and  the  seventh  year  of  the  land's  resting, 
would  make  up  the  seven  years  proposed  by  the  prophet.  2  Bong!  z*iv.  13.  Ch. 

Ver.  15.    Took.    Heb.  "repented  of  evil,"  taking  pity  of  unhappy  victims. 

—Oman,  or  Areuna.  Ch.— He  had  been  king  of  the  Jebusites  before  David  took 

Jerusalem.  Mariana.  T. 
Ver.  18.    Altar.    Hence  it  appears  that  holy  men  erected  altars  by  God's 

command.  D. 

Vbr.  20.    Now.     Heb.  "and  Oman  turned  back."— Angel    Sept.  (Vat.) 
"  the  king  and  his  four  sons  with  him,  along  with  Achabin."    Other  editions 
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18  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  Gad  to  tell 
David,  to  go  up,  and  build  an  altar  to  the  Lord  God,  in 
the  threshing-floor  of  Oman,  the  Jebusite. 

19  And  David  went  up,  according  to  the  word  of  Gad, 
which  he  spoke  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

j  20  Now  when  Oman  looked  up,  and  saw  the  angel,  he 
and  his  four  sons  hid  themselves :  for  at  that  time  he  was 
threshing  wheat  in  the  floor. 

i  21  And  as  David  was  coming  to  Oman,  Ornan  saw 
him,  and  went  out  of  the  threshing-floor  to  meet  him,  and 
bowed  down  to  him,  with  his  face  to  the  ground. 

22  And  David  said  to  him  :  Give  me  this  place  of  thy 
threshing-floor,  that  I  may  build  therein  an  altar  to  the 
Lord  :  but  thou  shalt  take  of  me  as  much  money  as  it  is 
worth,  that  the  plague  may  cease  from  the  people. 

23  And  Oman  said  to  David  :  Take  it,  and  let  my 
lord  the  king  do  all  that  pleaseth  him  ;  and  moreover,  the 
oxen  also  I  give  for  a  holocaust,  and  the  duays  for  wood, 
and  the  wheat  for  the  sacrifice  :  I  will  give  it  all  willingly. 

24  And  king  David  said  to  him :  It  shall  not  be  so : 
but  I  will  give  thee  money  as  much  as  it  is  worth :  for  I 
must  not  take  it  from  thee,  and  so  offer  to  the  Lord  holo- 
causts free-cost.  / 

25  So  David  gave  to  Ornan  for  the  place,  six  hundred 
sides  of  gold  of  just  weight. 

26  "And  he  built  there  an  altar  to  the  Lord:  and  he 
offered  holocausts,  and  peace-offerings,  and  he  called  upon 
the  Lord,  and  he  heard  him,  by  sending  fire  from  heaven 
upon  the  altar  of  the  holocaust. 

27  And  the  Lord  commanded  the  angel ;  and  he  put 
up  the  sword  again  into  the  sheath. 

28  And  David  seeing  that  the  Lord  had  heard  him,  in 
the  threshing-floor  of  Oman,  the  Jebusite,  forthwith 

offered  victims  these, 

29  But  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  b  which  Moses  made 
in  the  desert,  and  the  altar  of  holocausts,  were  at  that  time 
in  the  high  place  of  Gabaon. 

30  And  David  could  not  go  to  the  altar,  there  to  pray 
to  God  :  for  he  was  seized  with  an  exceedingly  great  fear; 
seeing  the  sword  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

Darid  having  prepared  all  necessaries,  eharpeth  Solomon  to  huild  the  tempi*. 

and  the  princes  to  assist  him. 

THEN  David  said  :  c  This  is  the  house  of  God,  and 
this  is  the  altar  for  the  holocaust  of  Israel. 
2  dAnd  he  commanded  to  gather  together  all  the  prc- 

■  2  Far.  fit  1.— *  A.  M.  29U,  A.  C.  lClfi. 

have,  "  and  his  four  sons  hidden  with  him."  Arab  '  and  the  king,  being  come 
near  to  Aran,  he  saw  David  and  his."  &c.  Syr.  reads  In  like  manner;  but  says 
nothing  of  the  children  either  of  David  or  of  Oman.  We  do  not  read  that  Oman 
saw  the  angel,  2  Kings,  but  this  circumstance  may  be  here  supplied.  It  is  evident 
the  Sept.  have  read  nioloc,  "king,"  instead  of  molac,  "angel."  C. 

Vbr.  25.  Sue  hundred  stele*,  4cc.  This  was  the  price  of  the  whole  place  or 
which  the  templa  was  afterwards  built :  but  tne  price  of  the  oxen  w:??:  fifty  side* 
of  silver.  2  Kings  xxiv.  24.  Ch.— Or  the  fifty  sides  were  given  for  the  threshing- 
floor  alone.  C.  D. 

Ver.  30.  God.  He  perform*!  what  God  had  commanded.  But  he  would 
have  offered  other  voluntary  victims  at  Gabaon,  if  he  had  been  able.  C. 

CHAP.  XXII.  Ver.  1.  The  house.  Or  the  place  where  the  temple  snail  be 
built.  M. — The  miraculous  fire  convinced  Dav:d  that  God  had  made  choice  of  thia 
spot. 

Ver.  2.  Proselyte*-  This  ii  the  first  time  that  the  word  occurs  in  the  Vulg. 
See  Exod.  xii.  45.  It  means  41  strangers,"  (C.)  who  were  not  allowed  to  live  in 
the  country  unless  they  would  observe  the  natural  law,  and  renounce  idolatry 
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selytes  of  the  land  of  Israel,  and  out  of  them  he  appointed 
stone-cutters,  to  hew  stones  and  polish  them,  to  build  the 
house  of  God. 

3  And  David  prepared  in  abundance  iron  for  the  nails 
of  the  gates,  and  for  the  closures  and  joinings ;  and  of 
brass  an  immense  weight. 

4  And  the  cedar-trees  were  without  number,  which  the 
Sidonians,  and  the  Tynans,  brought  to  David. 

5  And  David  said :  Solomon,  my  son,  is  very  young 
and  tender,  and  the  house  which  I  would  have  to  be  built 
to  the  Lord,  must  be  such  as  to  be  renowned  in  all  coun- 
tries :  therefore  I  will  prepare  him  necessaries.  And, 
therefore,  before  his  death  he  prepared  all  the  charges. 

6  And  he  called  for  Solomon,  his  son :  and  com- 
manded'him  to  build  a  house  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel. 

7  And  David  said  to  Solomon :  My  son,  it  was  my 
desire  to  have  built  a  house  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  my 

God.' 

8  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying:  Thou 
hast  shed  much  blood,  and  fought  many  battles,  so  thou 
canst  not  build  a  house  to  my  name,  after  shedding  so 
much  blood  before  me : 

9  But  a  son,  that  shall  be  born  to  thee,  shall  be  a  most 
quiet  man :  for  I  will  make  him  rest  from  all  his  enemies 
round  about :  and  therefore,  he  shall  be  called  Peaceable : 
and  I  will  give  peace  and  quietness  to  Israel  all  his 
davs. 

10  bHe  shall  build  a  house  to  my  name,  and  he  shall 
be  a  son  to  me,  and  I  will  be  a  father  to  him  :  and  I 
will  establish  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  over  Israel  for 
ever. 

1 1  Now  then,  my  son,  the  Lord  be  with  thee,  and  do 
thou  prosper,  and  build  the  house  to  the  Lord,  thy  God, 
as  he  hath  spoken  of  thee. 

12  The  Lord  also  give  thee  wisdom  and  understanding, 
that  thou  mayest  be  able  to  rule  Israel,  and  to  keep  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  thy  God. 

»  2  Kings  vii.  1.— *>  2  Kingi  vii.  13;  3  Kings  r.  I; 

•     ^  —         ■  

Rabbins. — These  had  embraced  the  Jewish  religion.  M. — They  were  the  remnants 
of  the  people  of  Chanaan,  (3  Kings  ix.  20,)  and  were  treated  as  public  slaves, 
which  could  not  hare  been  done,  with  justice  or  policy,  with  regard  to  those  who 
might  barely  wish  to  reside  in  the  country.  These  strangers  pre6gure  the  Gentiles, 
ehosen  to  build  the  Christian  Church. 

Ver.  3.  Prepared.  Syr.  and  Arab,  "appointed  blacksmiths  from  among  the 
proselytes,  to  forge  tools  for  cutting  and  dressing  stone,"  ice  But  most  follow 
the  Vnlg.  C. 

Vbr.  4.  Number.  Still  we  find  that  Solomon  ordered  more,  as  the  structure 
was  more  magnificent  than  even  David  had  imagined. 

Vbr.  8.  Blood,  of  Urias,  (S.  Jer.  and  the  Rab.,)  or  rather,  as  David  had 
already  entertained  the  desire  of  buildiDg  a  temple  before  that  event,  (E.)  the  blood 
which  David  had  shed  in  just  wars  must  be  understood ;  as  even  that  causes  a 
person  to  be  regarded  as  unclean.  The  soldiers  were  obliged  to  be  purified  before 
they  could  enter  the  camp.  Num.  xxxi.  39.  In  the  Christian  Church,  those  are 
deemed  irregular  who  have  contributed  to  the  death  of  the  guilty,  even  as  judges 
or  witnesses,  C. — So.  Hob.  "  much  blood  in  my  sight."  H. — This  expression  en- 
hances (D.)  the  greatness  of  the  bloodshed  ;  as  when  a  person  is  said  to  be  wicked, 
ice,  before  the  Lord,  it  means  in  an  extraordinary  degTee.  The  wars  of  David 
are  frequently  assigned  as  the  impediment  to  David's  building  the  temple.  Chap. 
xviL  4,  and  xxviii.  3.  Joseph.,  Sec.  C. — They  would  not  suffer  him  to  have  suffi- 
cient leisure,  ver.  18.  (H.)  3  Kings  v.  3.  Salien.  M. 

Ver.  9.  Peaceable.  Heb.  '*  Solomon,"  which  has  this  meaning.  C. — Herein 
Solomon  was  a  figure  of  Christ,  who  is  styled  the  Prince  of  peace.  Isa.  ix.  W\ 

Vbr.  10.  Name.  See  2  Kings  vii.  13.  M. — A  eon.  The  crimes  into  which 
Solomon  fell  hinder  us  from  explaining  this  literally  of  him.  S.  Paul  refers  the 
expression  to  Jesus  Christ.  Heb.  i.  6.  C— 8.  Aug.  (de  C.  xvii.  8  and  9)  observes 
that  the  promises  were  not  perfectly  fulfilled  in  Solomon. 

Vbr.  14.  Poverty.  Prot.  "  trouble."  H.— David  confesses  that  the  immense 
sums  which  he  had  collected  were  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  greatness  of 
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13  For  then  thou  shalt  be  able  to  prosper,  if  thou  keep 
the  commandments,  and  judgments,  which  the  Lord  com- 
manded Moses  to  teach  Israel :  take  courage,  and  act 
manfully ;  fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed. 

14  Behold,  I,  in  my  poverty  have  prepared  the  charges 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord ;  of  gold  a  hundred  thousand 
talents,  and  of  silver  a  million  of  talents;  but  of  brass, 
and  of  iron,  there  is  no  weight,  for  the  abundance  sur- 
passed all  account :  timber  also,  and  stones,  I  have  pre- 
pared for  all  the  charges. 

15  Thou  hast  also  workmen  in  abundance,  hewers  of 
stones,  and  masons,  and  carpenters,  and  of  all  trades  the 
most  skilful  in  their  work, 

16  In  gold,  and  in  silver,  and  in  brass,  and  in  iron 
whereof  there  is  no  number.  Arise  then,  and  be  doing, 
and  the  Lord  will  be  with  thee. 

17  David  also  charged  all  the  princes  of  Israel,  to  help 
Solomon,  his  son, 

18  Saying :  You  see,  that  the  Lord,  your  God,  is  with 
you,  and  hath  given  you  rest  round  about,  and  hath  de- 
livered all  your  enemies  into  your  hand^  and  the  land  is 
subdued  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  people. 

19  Give,  therefore,  your  hearts  and  your  souls,  to  seek 
the  Lord,  your  God  :  and  arise,  and  build  a  sanctuary  to 
the  Lord  God,  that  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  vessels  consecrated  to  the  Lord,  may  be  brought 
into  the  house,  which  is  built  to  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

David  appointeth  Solomon  king.    Tlie  distribution  of  the  Levites,  aud  thetr 

offices, 

ANDC  David,  being  old  and  full  of  days,  made  Solo- 
mon, his  son,  king  over  Israel. 

2  And  he  gathered  together  all  the  princes  of  Israel, 
and  the  priests  and  Levites. 

3  And  the  Levites  were  numbered,  from  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  and  upwards  :  and  there  were  found  of  them 
thirty-eight  thousand  men. 

4  Of  these  twenty-four  thousand  were  chosen,  and  dis 

ft  Kings  Til.  14;  Heb.  I  5.— •  A.  M.  295S. 

God.  He  left  more  than  was  sufficient  for  Solomon  to  perfect  the  work,  with  still 
greater  magnificence  than  he  had  planned  out,  ver.  5;  chap,  xxviii.  2,  and  xxix. 
2,  ice.  C. — Million.  Josephus  (vii.  14)  reduces  these  sums  to  one  tenth  part, 
"of  gold  10,000  talents,  of  silver  100,000;"  so  that  it  is  "extremely  probable 
that  a  cipher"  was  added  to  these  numbers,  in  some  very  ancient  Heb.  copy. 
Brerewood  computes  that  the  sum  mentioned  here  and  chap.  xxix.  4,  would 
amount  to  £641,125.000,  and  maintain?  that  the  whole  temple  pavement,  and  all 
the  vessels,  might  have  been  made  of  solid  gold,  without  consuming  it  all.  De 
Pond,  in  Walton's  Polyglot. — "  If  we  take  the  preceding  talents  according  to 
Bishop  Cumberland's  computation,  the  sum  total  will  be  somewhat  less :  but 
were  we  to  reduce  it  to  less  than  one  half,  would  not  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
millions  of  money  be  immense  and  incredible?"  Keonicott. — But  the  relation 
given  by  historians  of  the  riches  of  Sardanapalus,  Cyrus,  Alexander,  Atabalipa, 
and  some  kings,  who  were  not  more  likely  to  amass  such  treasures  than  David, 
make  the  account  less  improbable.  Josephus  (vii.  12)  asserts  that  "  no  priuce 
ever  left  so  great  riches."  He  bad  extended  his  dominions  on  all  sides,  and  im- 
posed tribute  on  the  conquered.  He  was  very  frugal,  and  had  possession  of  the 
mines  of  Phunon,  (Num.  xxi.  10,  and  xxxiii.43,)  and  of  Phoenicia.  Deut.  xxxiii. 
2.5.  Though  the  talent  seems  to  have  varied  in  other  nations,  it  always  consisted 
of  3000  sides  among  the  Hebrews,  at  least  till  the  captivity.  Excd.  xxxviii.  ^5, 
20.  We  find,  from  2  Par.  xxv.  6 ;  4  Kings  xv.  10,  ice,  that  it  formed  a  very  con- 
siderable sum.— -For  all.  Heb.,  Chul.,  Sept.,  "  And  to  these  add."  T.— He  en- 
couraged the  princes  to  contribute  (chup.  xxix.)  j  and  here  he  exhorts  his  6on  to 
show  his  liberality,  if  any  thing  should  be  found  deficient.  H. 

CHAP.  XXIII.  Ver.  1.  Full,  satisfied,  in  the  last  year  of  his  reign,  and  the 
70th  of  his  age.  D. 

Ver.  3.  Numbered  at  the  same  time,  when  David  caused  his  son  to  b* 
crowned,  and  made  these  fresh  regulations,  ver.  27,  and  chap.  xxvl.  31. —  Up- 
wards, according  to  the  plan  given  by  Moses.  David  afterwards  ordered  people 
of  twenty  years  of  age  to  begin  to  serve  in  the  tabernacle,  as  it  was  now  fixed, 
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tributed  unto  the  ministry  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and 
six  thousand  were  the  overseers  and  judges. 

5  Moreover,  four  thousand  were  porters :  and  as  many 
singers,  singing  to  the  Lord  with  the  instruments  which 
David  had  made  to  sing  with. 

6  lAnd  David  distributed  them  into  courses,  by  the 
families  of  the  sons  of  Levi ;  to  wit,  of  Gerson,  and  of 

Caath,  and  of  Merari. 

7  The  sons  of  Gerson  were,  Leedan,  and  Semei. 

8  The  sons  of  Leedan  :  the  chief,  Jahiel,  and  Zethan, 

and  Joel,  three. 

9  The  sons  of  Semei:  Salomith,  and  Hosiel,  and 
Aran,  three  :  these  were  the  heads  of  the  families  of  Lee- 
dan. 

10  And  the  sons  of  Semei  were,  Leheth,  and  Ziza, 
and  Jaus,  and  Baria :  these  were  the  sons  of  Semei,  four. 

11  And  Leheth  was  the  first,  Ziza  the  second:  but 
Jaus  and  Baria  had  not  many  children,  and  therefore  they 
were  counted  in  one  family,  and  in  one  house. 

12  The  sons  of  Caath  were,  Amram,  and  Isaar,  He- 
bron, and  Oziel,  four. 

13  bThe  sons  of  Amram:  Aaron,  and  Moses.  cAnd 
Aaron  was  separated  to  minister  in  the  holy  of  holies,  he 
and  his  sons,  for  ever,  and  to  burn  incense  before  the 
Lord,  according  to  his  ceremonies,  and  to  bless  his  name 
for  ever. 

14  The  sons  also  of  Moses,  the  man  of  God,  were 
numbered  in  the  tribe  of  Levi. 

15  The  sonsd  of  Moses  were,  Gersom,  and  Eliez/*"  . 

16  The  sous  of  Gersom:  Subuel,  the  first. 

17  And  the  sons  of  Eliezer  were,  Rohobia,  the  first: 
and  Eliezer  had  no  more  sons.  But  the  sons  of  Rohobia 
were  multiplied  exceedingly. 

18  The  sons  of  Isaar  :  Salomith,  the  first. 

19  The  sons  of  Hebron  :  Jeriau,  the  first,  Amarias, 
the  second,  Jahaziel,  the  third,  Jecmaam,  the  fourth. 

20  The  sons  of  Oziel :  Micha,  the  first,  Jesia,  the 
second. 

21  The  sons  of  Merari :  Moholi,  and  Musi.  The  sons 
of  Moholi :  Eleazar,  and  Cis. 

22  And  Eleazar  died,  and  had  no  sons,  but  daughters  : 
and  the  sons  of  Cis,  their  brethren,  took  them. 

■  8upra,  vi.  1.— *  Supra,  rl.  S.— «  Heb.  v.  4. 


and  consequently  the  labours  were  diminished.  This  tended  to  augment  the 
splendour  of  the  religious  worship,  and  to  edify  the  people,  who  could  not  attend 

so  constantly  in  person. 

Veb.  4.    Overseers.    Heb.  *otrim.  Sept.  "scribes."  Others  suppose  "lictors 
and  executioners,"  who  attended      judges.  Grotius.— These  were  functions  irom 
which  the  priests  were  exempted  (C.) ;  so  that  the  Levites  alone  are  meant.  M. 
Judges.    Thev  had  to  decide  the  causes  of  the  people.  2  Par.  xxix.  D. 

Veb.  6.  Into  twenty-four  courses,  like  the  priests,  that  each  class  might 
serve  twice  a  year  for  a  whole  week.  Chap.  xxiv.  31.  T.-God  had  already  made 
choice  of  the  posterity  of  Levi;  and  David,  with  the  princes,  Sadoc,  &C.,  disposed 
of  them  by  lots,  (chap.  xxiv.  6,)  to  serve  in  the  tabernacle,  and  in  the  future 

temple.  W*  a  __ 

Ver.  7.    Leedan,  or  Lebni.  Num.  Hi.  18.  M. 

Ver.  U.  Children.  All  together  were  not  more  than  the  children  of  each 
of  the  preceding,  so  that  they  only  formed  one  class.  T.  It  would  have  been 
too  burdensome  for  them  to  have  performed  the  same  service  with  those  who  were 
far  more  numerous  (H.) :  therefore  the  sons  of  Semei  were  joined  with  the  family 
v.'  Leedan  (C.) ;  or  rather  Jaus  and  Baria  went  together  as  one  family  .—Counted. 
Heb.  "  in  one  class,  according  to  their  father's  house."  H. 

Ver.  13.  Minister.  Heb.  "  to  sanctify  the  holy  of  holies."— Hu.  Heb. 
«  in  his  name,"  with:olemnity.  Num.  vi.  23.  The  Levites  might  bless  the  name 

V».  H.    Levi,  but  not  among  the  priests,  (C.)  though  their  father  was  an 
extraordinary  pries%  ?ppointed  by  God  to  anoint  Aaron.  FnL  xcvui.  D. 
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.23  The  sons  of  Musi:  Moholi,  and  Eder,  and  Jeri- 
moth,  three. 

24  These  are  the  sons  of  Levi,  in  their  kindreds  and 
families,  princes  by  their  courses,  and  the  number  of 
every  head  that  did  the  works  of  the  ministry  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upwards. 

25  For  David  said  :  The  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  hath 
given  rest  to  his  people,  and  an  habitation  in  Jerusalem, 
for  ever. 

26  And  it  shall  not  be  the  office  of  the  Levites  to 
carry  any  more  the  tabernacle,  and  all  the  vessels  for  the 
service  thereof. 

27  So  according  to  the  last  precepts  of  David,  the 
sons  of  Levi  are  to  be  numbered,  from  twenty  years  old 
and  upwards. 

28  And  they  are  to  be  under  the  hand  of  the  sons  of 
Aaron,  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  the 
porches,  and  in  the  chambers,  and  in  the  place  of  purifica- 
tion, and  in  the  sanctuary,  and  in  all  the  works  of  the 
ministry  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

29  And  the  priests  have  the  charge  of  the  loaves  of 
proposition,  and  of  the  sacrifice  of  fine  flour,  and  of  the 
unleavened  cakes,  and  of  the  frying-pan,  and  of  the  roast- 
ing, and  of  every  weight  and  measure. 

30  And  the  Levites  are  to  stand  in  the  morning,  to 
give  thanks,  and  to  sing  praises  to  the  Lord :  and  in  like 
manner  in  the  evening. 

3 1  As  well  in  the  oblation  of  the  holocausts  of  the  Lord, 
as  in  the  sabbaths  and  in  the  new  moons,  and  the  rest  ol 
the  solemnities,  according  to  the  number,  and  ceremonies 
prescribed  for  every  thing,  continually,  before  the  Lord. 

32  And  let  them  keep  the  observances  of  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  covenant,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, and  the  charge  of  the  sons  of  Aaron,  their  brethren, 
that  they  may  minister  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

The  divisions  of  (he  priests  into  four  and  twenty  courses,  to  serve  in  the 

temple :  the  chiefs  of  the  Levites. 

"jVTOW  these  were  the  divisions  of  the  sons  of  Aaron. 
1  II    The  sons  of  Aaron  :  Xadab,  and  Abiu,  and  Eleazar, 
and  Ithamar. 

2  But  eNadab  and  Abiu  died  before  their  father,  and 

<*  E*od.  it-  22.  and  xviii.  3  and  4.— •  Lev.  x.  2 ;  Num.  111.  4. 


Ver.  24.  Old.  See  ver.  3,  and  Num.  iv.  3. — And  upwards ;  as  long  as  they 
were  able  to  serve.  They  were  excused  from  carrying  the  tabernacle,  &c,  at 
fifty  years  of  age.  Num.  viii.  26.  Abulens.  M. — To  those  who  were  turned  of 
thirty^  the  higher  offices  were  intrusted ;  while  the  Levites  began  at  twenty,  to 
exercise  themselves  in  things  of  less  consequence,  under  the  direction  of  their 
elder  brethren.  T. 

Ver.  28.  Place.  Heb.  "  purifying  all  that  is  holy  "  (H.)  j  keeping  clean  all 
that  is  used  about  the  sacred  ministry.  C. 

Ver.  29.  And  the  priests,  &c  This  is  not  found  in  Heb.  or  Sept  The 
Levites  might  prepare  these  things ;  though  the  priests  alone  were  to  offer  them 
in  sacrifice.  T.  Chap.  ix.  32;  Lev.  xxiv.  8.— Others  think  that  (C.)  the  priests 
received  flour  from  the  people,  and  baked  it.  M. — But  S.  Jerom  follows  the  tra- 
dition of  the  Jews,  intimating  that  the  priests  sowed  the  corn,  and  did  every  thing 
about  the  loaves  of  proposition.  In  Mai.  i.  6. — Flour.  Lev.  ii.  1. — Cakes.  Exod. 
xxix.  2. — Roasting  the  first-fruits.  Lev.  ii.  14.  M. — Measure.  A  standard  was 
kept  in  the  temple,  (Exod.  xxx.  13.  C.)  to  prevent  any  fraud. 

Ver.  30.  And  the  Levites.  This  also  is  omitted  in  Heb.  "  and  to  stand,'1  &c, 
as  all  the  precediug  office?  pertained  to  the  Levites,  (H.)  and  priests  wcr£  bound 
equally  with  them  to  praise  the  Lord. 

Ver.  31.  Lord.  Music  accompanied  this  service  twice  a  day,  as  it  did  the 
sacrifices  which  were  offered  for  the  prince,  or  for  the  nation.  Num.  x.  10.  C. — 
Best.  Hob.  "  the  set  festivals,  by  number,  according  to  the  order  prescribed 
onto  them  continually,"  Sec.  H. 

CHAP.  XXIV.  Ver.  2.    Before.    Heb.  "in  the  presence  of."  See  Lev.  x.  2. 
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Chap.  XXIV. 


I.  PARALIPOMEXON. 


Chap.  XXY. 


Laa  no  children :  so  Eleazar  and  Ithamar  did  the  office 
of  the  priesthood. 

3  And  David  distributed  them,  that  is,  Sadoc,  of  the 
sons  of  Eleazar,  and  Ahimelech,  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar. 
according  to  their  courses  and  ministry. 

4  And  there  were  found  manv  more  of  the  sons  of 
Eleazar  among  the  principal  men,  than  of  the  sons  of 
Ithamar.  And  he  divided  them  so,  that  there  were  of 
the  pons  of  Eleazar,  sixteen  chief  men,  by  their  families : 
a  Fid  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar,  eight,  by  their  families  and 
houses. 

5  And  he  divided  both  the  families,  one  with  the  other, 
by  lot :  for  there  were  princes  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
princes  of  God,  both  of  the  sons  of  Eleazar.  and  of  the 
sons  of  Ithamar. 

6  And  Semeias,  the  son  of  Nathanael,  the  scribe,  a 
Levite,  wrote  them  down  before  the  king  and  the  princes, 
and  Sadoc,  the  priest,  and  Ahimelech,  the  son  of  Abiathar, 
and  the  princes  also,  of  the  priestly  and  Levitical  families : 
one  house,  which  was  over  the  rest,  of  Eleazar  :  and 
another  house,  which  had  the  rest  under  it,  of  Ithamar. 

7  Now  the  first  lot  came  forth  to  Joiarib,  the  second  *o 
Jedei.  ^^NwcffwRJ 

8  The  third  to  Harim,  the  fourth  to  Seorim, 

9  The  fifth  to  Melchia,  the  sixth  to  Maiman, 

10  The  seventh  to  Accos,  the  eighth  to  Abia, 

11  The  ninth  to  Jesua,  the  tenth  to  Sechenia, 

12  The  eleventh  to  Eliasib,  the  twelfth  to  Jacim, 

13  The  thirteenth  to  Iloppha,  the  fourteenth  to  Isbaab, 

14  The  fifteenth  to  Belga,  the  sixteenth  to  Emmer, 

15  The  seventeenth  to  Hezir,  the  eighteenth  to  Aphses, 

16  The  nineteenth  to  Pheteia,  the  twentieth  to  Heze- 
chiel, 

17  The  one  and  twentieth  to  Jachin,  the  two  and 
twentieth  to  Gamul, 

18  The  three  and  twentieth  to  Dalaiau,  the  four  and 
twentieth  to  Maaziau. 

19  These  are  their  courses,  according  to  their  minis- 
tries, to  come  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  according 
to  their  manner,  under  the  hand  of  Aaron,  their  father : 
as  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  had  commanded. 

20  Now,  of  the  rest  of  the  sons  of  Levi,  there  was  of 


Ver.  3.  Ahimctech  is  styled  also  Achimelech  and  Abiathar,  vcr.  6,  21,  and 
chap,  xviii.  16.  C. — Courses,  twenty-four,  which  were  to  serve  by  lot,  that  no  one 
might  complain,  as  they  were  equally  princes,  ver.  5.  T. 

Ver.  4.    Houses.    The  descendants  of  Eleazar  were  far  more  numerous. 

Ver.  5.  Of  God,  great.  Elohim  also  signifies  "judges,"  and  we  might 
translate,  "princes  of  the  judges."  Grot.  D.— These  men  occupied  the  first  dig- 
nities  of  the  priesthood,  and  of  the  judicature,  or  they  were  princes  in  ali  sacred 
affairs.  C. — They  were  to  offer  sacrifice,  and  to  enjoy  spiritual  jurisdiction,  in  the 
house  of  God.  W. — As  their  claims  were  therefore  equal,  the  division  was  left  to 
lots.  H. — It  would  have  been  otherwise  diflicult  for  all  to  be  satisfied.  See  Jos. 
vii.  14.  C 

Ver.  6.  Ithamar.  All  was  done  with  the  utmost  order,  and  the  priests  took 
care  to  observe  tha  regulation,  till  the  end  of  the  republic.  Joseph,  vii.  "2.  and  con. 
Ap.  1,  and  *2.  Lukei.  5.— The  family  of  Eleazar  had  many  prerogatives  over 
the  rest,  as  it  whs  longer  in  possession  of  the  high  priesthood,  aud  more  numer- 
ous; but  that  of  Ithamar  gave  pontiffs  to  the  nation  at  the  time  of  this  regula- 
tion. C. 

Vbr.  10.    Abia,  the  progenitor  of  S.  John  Baptist.  Lnkc  i.  5. 
Ver.  19.    Aaron,  and  his  successors.    The  former  might  have  given  some 
directions,  which  tradition  had  preserved.  C. 

Ver.  20.    Subael,  grandson  of -Moses.  Chap,  xxiii.  16. 

Ver.  *23  And  his.  Prot.  "the  sons  of  Hebron,  Jeriah.  the  first.  The 
words  underlined  show  what  omissions  are  in  the  text,  (H.)  which  is  probably 
corrupted,  as  well  as  the  Sept.  C. 

Ve&.  26     The  son.    Heb.  "the  son  of  Jehosia,  or  of  Oziau.  .  ."    But  tha 


the  sons  of  Amram,  Subael :  and  of  the.  sona  of  Subae! 
Jehedeia. 

21  Also  of  the  sons  of  Rohobia,  the  chief,  Jesias. 

22  And  the  son  of  Isaar,  Salemoth ;  and  the  son  ol 
Salemoth,  Jahath ; 

23  And  his  son,  Jeriau,  the  first,  Amarias,  the  second; 
Jahaziel,  the  third,  Jecmaan,  the  fourth. 

£4  The  son  of  Oziel,  Micha :  the  son  of  Micha,  Samir. 

25  The  brother  of  Micha,  Jesia :  and  the  son  of  Jesia. 

Zacharias. 

26  The  sons  of  Merari :  Moholi  and  Musi :  the  son  oi 
Oziau :  Benno. 

27  The  son  also  of  Merari :  Oziau,  and  Soam,  and 
Zacchur,  and  Hebri. 

28  And  the  son  of  Moholi :  Eleazar,  who  had  no  sons 

29  And  the  son  of  Cis,  Jeramael. 

30  The  sons  of  Musi:  Moholi,  Eder,  and  Jerimoth. 
These  are  the  sons  of  Levi,  according  to  the  houses  ol 
their  families. 

31  And  they  also  cast  lots  over  against  their  brethren, 
the  sons  of  Aaron,  before  David,  the  king,  and  Sadoc,  and 
Ahimelech,  and  the  princes  of  the  priestly  and  Levitical 
families,  both  the  elder  and  the  younger.    The  lot  divided 

ail  equally. 

CHAP.  XXV. 

The  number  and  divisions  of  the  musicians. 

MOREOVER  David,  and  the  chief  officers  of  the 
army,  separated  for  the  ministry  the  sons  of  Asaph, 
and  of  Heman,  and  of  Idithun  :  to  prophesy  with  harps, 
and  with  psalteries,  and  with  cymbals,  according  to  their 
number,  serving  in  their  appointed  office. 

2  Of  the  sons  of  Asaph :  Zachur,  and  Joseph,  and 
Nathania,  and  Asarela,  sons  of  Asaph :  under  the  hand 
of  Asaph,  prophesying  near  the  king. 

3  And  of  Idithun  :  the  sons  of  Idithun,  Godolias,  Son, 
Jeseias,  and  Hasabias,  and  Mathathias,  six,  under  the 
hand  of  their  father,  Idithun,  who  prophesied  with  a  harp 
to  give  thanks,  and  to  praise  the  Lord. 

4  Of  Heman  also :  the  sons  of  Heman,  Bocciau,  Ma- 
thaniau.  Oziel,  Subuel.  and  Jerimoth,  Hananias,  Hanani, 
Eliatha,  Gcddelthi,  and  Romemthiezer,  and  Jesbacassa, 
Mollothi,  Othir,  Mahazioth  : 


name  of  this  son  is  lost.  It  is  wonderful  that  the  posterity  of  Gersom  are  passed 
over.  C.— Prot.  "the  sons  of  Jaaziah;  Beno.— '27  The  sons  of  Merari,  by 
Jaaziah  ;  Beno,  and  Shoam."  H. 

Ver.  31.  Cher  against,  in  imitation  of  the  priests,  (C)  being  likewise  divided 
into  twenty-four  classes.  T. — Both,  &c.  Heb.  *'  the  principal  fathers  over  against 
their  younger  brethren."  All  the  rest  is  omitted.  Lots  decided  the  place  and 
functions  both  of  father  and  children.  H. 

CHAP.  XXV.  Ver.  1.  Army ;  the  chief  magistrates  of  the  state  and  of  the 
church.  T.  Chap.  xxiv.  G,  31. — The  priests,  ic.  were  all  divided  into  twenty-four 
classes,  each  having  twelve  masters  to  preside.  Ver.  7.  C. — Idithun,  or  Ethan. 
Chap.  vi.  44,  and  xv.  19.  W.  3  Kings  iv.  31. — The  twenty-four  sons  of  these 
three,  who  were  chief  musicians  under  David  uud  Solomon,  presided  over  the 
bands :  eleven  other  inferior  masters  helped  to  instruct  the  rest.  Ver.  9. — Pro- 
phesy, or  play  on  instruments. — Harps.  "  Kinnor"  means  also  the  "guitar." 
C— Vulg.  has,  hjras.  Chap.  xv.  16.— Psalteries.    Heb.  "  nabks."  M. 

Ver.  2.  King,  who  sat  in  a  separate  tribune.  Asaph  presided  in  the  royal 
city,  at  court,  and  in  the  tabernacle,  while  some  of  the  singers  were  fixed  Ht 
Gabaon.  Chap.  xvi.  7,  37,  and  41.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Of  Iditbtui  :  or,  altering  the  punctuation,  (D.)  "  Now  the  sons  of 
Idithun  test*  Idfihur..  'hv  frst-born,  Godolias,  (H.)  Sori,"  Or  Isar*.  Ver.  11. 
Thus  the  number  six  will  be  complete :  otherwise  we  must  a^knowindge  that 
Idithun,  the  father,  is  counted  with  his  children  ;  or  that  a  name  is  losl,  perhaps 
that  of  Semeias,  (ver.  17.  C.)  as  Sept.  Alex,  has  Semei  before  Hasabias.  H.— 
Harp  (kinnor).  This  was  the  distinctive  instrument  of  this  band,  as  the  torn 
was  of  Heman's.  C. 

45 


www.fatimaroovemeni  com 
www.  OnuLuvrctntfatmu.com 


Chap.  XXV. 
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Chap.  XX  VL 


5  All  these  were  the  sons  of  Heman,  the  seer  of  the 
king,  in  the  words  of  God,  to  lift  up  the  horn :  and  God 
gave  to  Heman  fourteen  sons  and  three  daughters. 

6  All  these,  under  their  father  s  hand,  were  distributed 
to  sing  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  with  cymbals,  and  psal- 
teries, and  harps,  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
near  the  king:  to  wit,  Asaph,  and  Idithun,  and  Heman. 

7  And  the  number  of  them,  with  their  brethren,  that 
taught  the  song  of  the  Lord,  all  the  teachers,  were  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight 

8  And  they  cast  lots  by  their  courses,  the  elder  equally 
with  the  younger,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned  together. 

9  And  the  first  lot  came  forth  to  Joseph,  who  was  of 
Asaph.  The  second  to  Godolias,  to  him  and  his  sons, 
and  his  brethren,  twelve. 

10  The  third  to  Zachur,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve.  -T.-i'    m  ;] 

1 1  The  fourth  to  Isari,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve.  '  ~  jfefli-i-.Jt  i 

12  The  fifth  to  Nathania,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve. 

13  The  sixth  to  Bocciau,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve.  ■    .  .  .._.:!  •  •.; 

14  The  seventh  to  Isreela,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve.  'I  At; 

15  The  eighth  to  Jesaia,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve.  .  -r  \nXj      ;     vMJ  iili  I.  i 

16  The  -ninth  to  Mathanias,  to  his  sons,  and  his 

brethren,  twelve. 

17  The  tenth  to  Semeias,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 
twelve.  .J9 

18  The  eleventh  to  Azareel,  to  his  sons,  and  Lis 
brethren,  twelve. 

19  The  twelfth  to  Hasabi,  to  his  sons,  and  his  brethren, 

twelve.  'Si^lte^tfiAiUkWiio  * 

20  The  thirteenth  to  Subael,  to  his  sons,  and  his 

brethren,  twelve. 

21  The  fourteenth  to  Mathathias,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve. 

22  The  fifteenth  to  Jerimoth,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve.  ■ 

23  The  sixteenth  to  Hananias,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve. 

24  The  seventeenth  to  Jesbacassa,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve. 

25  The  eighteenth  to  Hanani,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve. 


26  The  nineteenth  to  Mellothi,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve. 

27  The  twentieth  to  Eliatha,  to  his  sons,  and  his 
brethren,  twelve. 

28  The  one  and  twentieth  to  Othir,  to  his  sons,  and 
his  brethren,  twelve. 

29  The  two  and  twentieth  to  Geddelthi,  to  his  sons, 
and  his  brethren,  twelve. 

30  The  three  and  twentieth  to  Mahazioth,  to  his  sons, 
and  his  brethren,  twelve. 

31  The  four  and  twentieth  to  Romemthiezer,  to  his 
sons,  and  his  brethren,  twelve. 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

The  divisions  of  the  porters.     Offices  of  other  Levites. 

AND  the  divisions  of  the  porters :  of  the  Coreites, 
Meselemia,  the  son  of  Core,  of  the  sons  of  Asaph. 

2  The  sons  of  Meselemia :  Zacharias,  the  first-born,  Ja- 
dihel,  the  second,  Zabadias,  the  third,  Jathanael,  the  fourth. 

3  Elam,  the  fifth,  Johanan,  the  sixth,  Elioenai,  the 
seventh. 

4  And  the  sons  of  Obededom,  Semeias,  the  first-born, 
Jozabad,  the  second,  Joaha,  the  third,  Sachar,  the  fourth, 
Nathanael,  che  fifth. 

5  Ammiel,  the  sixth,  Issachar,  the  seventh,  Phollathi, 
the  eighth:  for  the  Lord  had  blessed  him. 

6  And  to  Semei,  his  son,  were  born  sons,  heads  of 
their  families  :  for  they  were  men  of  great  valour. 

7  .The  sons  then  of  Semeias  were,  Othni,  and  Raphael, 
and  Obed,  Elizabad,  and  his  brethren,  most  valiant  men : 
and  Eliu,  and  Samachias. 

8  All  these  of  the  sons  of  Obededom  :  they,  and  their 
sons,  and  their  brethren,  most  able  men  for  service,  sixty- 
two  of  Obededom. 

9  And  the  sons  of  Meselemia.  and  their  brethren, 
strong  men,  were  eighteen. 

10  And  of  Hosa,  that  is,  of  the  sons  of  Merari :  Semri, 
the  chief,  (for  he  had  not  a  first-born,  and  therefore  his 
father  made  him  chief,) 

1 1  Helcias,  the  second,  Tabelias,  the  third,  Zacharias, 
the  fourth  :  all  these  the  sons,  and  the  brethren,  of  Hosa, 
were  thirteen. 

12  Among  these  were  the  divisions  of  the  porters,  so 
that  the  chiefs  of  the  wards,  as  well  as  their  brethren, 
always  ministered  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

13  And  they  cast  lots  equally,  both  little  and  great,  by 
their  families,  for  every  one  of  the  gates. 

14  And  the  lot  of  the  east  fell  to  Selemias.    But  to  his 


Ver.  5.  Seer  i  a  title  usually  given  to  the  real  prophets,  who  foresee  future 
taings.  M.— Gad  had  this  title.  2  Par.  xxiv.  11.  But  Heman's  office  was  to  pro- 
claim the  words  of  God  with  the  sound  of  the  horn.  This  musician  had  formerly 
been  fixed  at  Gabaon.  Chap.  xvi.  41.  C. — To  lift  up  the  horn,  or  to  sing  those 
psalms  which  regarded  the  kingdom  of  David,  and  of  Christ,  as  others  were  com- 
posed for  the  instruction  of  the  people.  T. 

Ver.  6.  Near.  Heb.  M  under  the  hand  of  the  ting,"  who  presided  overa  baud 
of  musicians,  as  well  as  Asaph  (C) ;  or  he  directed  all,  particularly  giving  his 
instructions  to  Asaph,  Jcc.  H. 

Ver,  7.  Eight,  comprising  the  twenty-four  princes,  and  the  eleven  secondary 
masters  of  each  of  the  bands,  or  twelve  times  twenty-four.  Ver.  1. 

Ver.  8.  Unlearned.  Heb.  and  Sept.  "the  scholars."  H. — After  the  singers 
had  been  distributed  into  twenty-four  classes,  pretty  equal  in  number,  lots  decided 
which  of  them  should  servo  first,  (M.)  as  had  been  doue  with  the  priests.  Chap, 
xxiv.  31.  See  chap.  xxvi.  13. 

Ver.  9.    Asaph.    Add,  "to  him,  and  (H.)  to  his  eons,  and  his  brethren, 
twelve,"  who  taught  the  rest    Unless  these  twelve  be  admitted,  (T.)  as  in  the 
sequel,  (H  .)  the  number  288  wiU  not  be  found,  ver.  7.  T 
452 


Ver.  14.   Isreela;  probably  Oziel,  ver.  4.  C. 

CHAP.  XXVI.  Ver.  1.    Porters,  who  guarded  the  temple,  being  stationed  at 
the  four  gates.    They  were  selected  from  the  families  of  Core  and  Merari,  (%er 
19,)  and  were  under  (C.)  five  captains,  two  being  placed  at  the  gate  leading  from 
the  palace,  ver.  16.  H. 

Ver.  5.  Him.  Obededom,  by  giving  him  a  more  numerous  posterity  than 
any  here  mentioned.  Ver.  8.  See  2  Kings  vi.  11.  C.  T. 

Ver.  6.  Semei,  who  is  called  Semeias,  ver.  4  and  7.  The  last  syllable  is  not 
lost  in  Heb.  or  Sept.  H. — Valour.  Their  post  was  of  a  military  nature,  and  re- 
quired strength. 

Ver.  10.  Be  had  not  a  first -born.  That  is,  his  first-born  was  either  dead 
or  not  fit  to  be  chief,  and  therefore  he  made  Semn  the  chief,  (W.  Ch.)  who  was 
the  second  son  (T.)  of  Hosa. 

Ver.  12.  Lord.  The  companies  succeeded  each  nther  every  sabbath,  bat  the 
chiefs  were  not  changed.  C. — The  office  of  these  men  was  most  noble.  From  them 
were  selected  treasurers,  overseers,  prefects,  ire,  ver.  1G — 32.  T. — The  lot  decided 
only  between  the  heads  of  families.  D. 

Ver.  14.    Selemias:  the  first  syllable  is  Hquently  neglected  in  Heb.  Chup. 
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&on,  Zacharias,  a  very  wise  and  learned  man,  the  north 
gate  fell  by  lot. 

15  And  to  Obededom,  and  his  sons,  that  towards  the 
south :  in  which  part  of  the  house  was  the  council  of  the 
ancients. 

16  To  Sephim,  and  Hosa,  towards  the  west,  by  the 
gate  which  leadeth  to  the  way  of  the  ascent :  ward  against 
ward. 

17  Now  towards  the  east  were  six  Levites :  and 
towards  the  north  four  a  day :  and  towards  the  south, 
likewise,  four  a  day :  and  where  the  council  was,  two 
and  two.  v 

18  In  the  cells  also  of  the  porters,  toward  the  west, 
four  in  the  way :  and  two  at  every  cell. 

19  These  are  the  divisions  of  the  porters,  of  the  sons  of 
Core,  and  of  Merari. 

20  Now  Achias  was  over  the  treasures  of  the  house  of 
God,  and  the  holy  vessels. 

21  The  sons  of  Ledan,  the  sons  of  Gersonni ;  of  Ledan 
were  heads  of  the  families,  of  Ledan,  and  Gersonni, 
Jehieli. 

22  The  sons  of  Jehieli :  Zathan,  and  Joel,  his  brethren, 
over  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

23  With  the  Amramites,  and  Isaarites,  and  Hebronites, 
and  Ozielites. 

24  And  Subael,  the  son  of  Gersom,  the  son  of  Mosca, 
was  chief  over  the  treasures. 

25  Hi3  brethen  also,  Eliezer,  whose  son,  Rahabia,  and 
his  son,  I?aias,  and  his  son,  Joram,  and  his  son,  Zechri, 
and  his  son,  Selemith. 

26  Which  Selemith,  and  his  brethren,  were  over  the 
treasures  of  the  holy  things,  which  king  David,  and  the 
heads  of  families,  and  the  captains  over  thousands,  and 
over  hundreds,  and  the  captains  of  the  host,  had  dedicated. 

27  Out  of  the  wars,  and  the  spoils  won  in  battles, 
which  they  had  consecrated  to  the  building  and  furniture 
of  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 


if.  24.  T. — Zacharias  was  the  fir3t-born  of  Meselemia.  Ver.  2.  H. — A  very. 
Heb.  "a  wise  counsellor."  C. 

Ver.  15.  And.  Prot.  "To  Obededom  southward,  and  to  bis  sons,  the  house 
of  Asuppim."  H. — This  term  may  denote  tbe  "revenue;"  where  tho  offerings, 
destined  for  the  support  of  the  priests,  were  collected.  Exod.  xxxiv.  22.  We  rind 
the  same  word  used  for  tbe  offerings  received  at  the  door  of  the  temple.  2  Esd. 
xii.  15.  It  may  also  me.m  tbe  house  "  of  the  assemblies,"  (C.)  where  the  seventy- 
two  judges  of  the  Sanhedrim  met.  Villalp.  T. 

Ver.  16  Ward.  Tbe  sentinels  were  opposite  to  each  other,  (M.)  oratcqual 
distances.  All  were  replaced  at  the  same  time.  C. — Two  captains  were  stationed 
on  this  road,  for  greater  respect  to  tbe  king,  (H.)  and  because  the  concourso  and 
dangers  were  increased.  Ver.  18.  T. 

Ver.  17.  Six.  This  gate  was  the  most  frequented,  (C.)  and  tbe  king  entered 
by  it. — Council.  Keb.  atpim,  as  ver.  15,  "  for  the  offerings  two  and  two,"  (H.) 
distinct  from  the  porters. 

Ver.  18.  Cell.  Eeb.  is  not  clearer:  "at  the  chamber  (C.  "at  the  house  of 
the  instruments  "  for  sacrifice  (M.) ;  at  Parbar.  Prot.)  of  tbe  west,  at  tbe  ascent, 
two  at  each  chamber."  C. — Prot.  "at  the  causey,  atd  two  at  Parbar."  This 
terra  is  not  in  Heb.  It  resembles  Parvar,  or  Pharurim,  (4  Kings  xxlii.  11,) 
which  is  said  to  signify  "  suburbs"  fn  Cbal.  But  it  cannot  have  this  meaning  here : 
and  these  terms  are  probably  borrowed  from  the  Greek,  <ppovpa.  a  military  "  post ;" 
so  that  we  might  translate,  "There  were  at  the  western  post,  four  guards  for  the 
ascent,  two  at  each  post :"  one  perhaps  was  near  the  temple,  (C.)  the  other  at  the 
palace  gates.  4  Kings  xi.  6.  Sept.  is  more  diffuse,  but  throws  not  any  light  upon 
this  passage.  H. 

Ver.  20.  Note.  Heb.andSept.  add,  "the  Levites:  "the  latter  translate  Achias, 
"  thsir  brethren."  H. — Vessels.  Or  vessels  of  tbe  holy  places,  or  of  things  holy. 
Vasa  sanctorum.  Ch.— Sept  "  of  the  consecrated  treasures."  Chap,  xxvlii.  12.  H. 

Ver.  22.  Brethren.  Heb.  and  Sept.  *'  brother."  In  effect,  we  find  that  Joel 
was  the  son  of  Leedan.  Chap,  xxlii. 

Ver.  26.  Seletnith  was  to  guard  the  treasure  taken  in  war.  C. — Dedicated. 
Ut  "  sanctified,"  by  designating  for  holy  uses.  W. 

v*r.  27.    Wars'.    Heb.  "  out  of  tbe  spoils  won  in  battles,  which  they  had  set 


28  And  all  these  things  thdt  Samuel,  the  seer,  and 
Saul,  the  son  of  Cis,  and  Abner,  the  son  of  Ner,  and  Joab, 
the  son  of  Sarvia,  had  sanctified:  and  whosoever  had 
sanctified  those  things,  they  were  under  the  hand  of  Sele- 
mith, and  his  brethren. 

29  But  Chonenias,  and  his  sons,  were  over  the  Isaar- 
ites, for  the  business  abroad  over  Israel,  to  teach  them 
and  judge  them. 

30  And  of  the  Hebronites,  Hasabias,  and  his  brethren, 
most  able  men,  a  thousand  seven  hundred  had  the  charge 
over  Israel  beyond  the  Jordan,  westward,  in  all  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  service  of  the  king. 

31  And  the  chief  of  the  Hebronites  was  Jeria,  accord- 
ing to  their  families  and  kindreds.  In  the  fortieth  year 
of  the  reign  of  David,  they  were  numbered,  and  they  \rere 
found  most  valiant  men  in  Jazer  Galaad, 

32  And  his  brethren  of  strcager  age,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred,  chiefs  of  families.  And  king  David  made 
them  rulers  over  the  Rubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and  the 
half  tribe  of  Manasses,  for  all  the  service  of  God,  and  the 
king. 

CHAP.  XXVII. 

The  Ucelve  captains  for  every  month :  the  twelve  princes  of  the  tribes. 

David's  several  officers. 

"j^TOW  the  children  of  Israel,  according  to  their  num- 
ber,  the  heads  of  families,  captains  of  thousands 
and  of  hundreds,  and  officers,  that  served  the  king  accord- 
ing to  their  companies,  who  came  in  and  went  out  every 
month  in  the  year,  under  every  chief,  were  four  and 
twenty  thousand. 

2  Over  the  first  company,  the  first  month,  Jesboam, 
the  son  of  Zabdiel,  was  chief,  and  under  him  were  four 
and  twenty  thousand. 

3  Of  the  sons  of  Phares,  the  chief  of  all  the  captains  in 
the  host,  in  the  first  month. 

4  The  company  of  the  second  month  was  under  Dudia, 
an  Ahohite,  and  after  him  was  another  named  Macelloth. 


apart  as  sacred,  to  support  the  house,"  ice.  Sept.  "  that  the  building  of  the  houw 
of  the  Lord  might  not  be  retarded."  H. — Vet  these  spoils  remained  untouched  b) 
Solomon,  who  imitated  this  piety,  as  others  did.  3  Kings  xiv.  26. 

Ver.  28.    Samuel,  while  he  was  at  the  heid  of  affairs.  M. 

Ver.  23.  Tliem.  Hob.  "  for  officers  (ssotrim,  "scribes,"  (H.)  whose  powei 
was  very  great.  C.)  and  judges."  The  former  are  often  placed  first,  as  more 
honourable,  so  that  they  were  not  mere  heralds  or  executioners.  The  adminis- 
tration of  justice  was  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  Levitical  tribe.  Chap,  xxiii.  4. 
The  sons  of  Hebron  resided  on  the  east,  while  those  of  Uaar  and  Oziel  probably 
acted  as  judges  on  the  western  side  of  the  Jordan,  ver.  30.  C. — They  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  temple,  but  taught  the  people  the  law  of  Moses  in  the  cities  abroad.  M. 

Ver.  30.  Beyond.  Heb.  floor  means,  "at  the  passage,  or  on  either  side." 
Prot.  "on  this  side  Jordan,  westward."  This  would  &eero  to  designate  the  coun- 
tries nearer  Jerusalem.  II. — But  westward  may  also  be  understood  with  reference 
to  Ruben,  sec,  so  as  to  mean  tbe  parts  along  the  river. — King.  To  decide  both 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  causes.  C. — They  also  inspected  the  preparations  for  the 
temple,  and  gathered  the  king's  tribute.  Grotius. 

Ver.  31.    Jaser,  a  citv  of  Gad,  in  Galaad.  Adric  M. 

CHAP.  XXVII.  Vhr.'i.  Now.  This  list  is  entirely  of  a  political  nature.  It 
seems  to  have  been  made  before  David  had  obtained  the  throne  of  Israel,  (ver.  7,) 
though  perhaps  the  monthly  division  did  not  comprise  24,000  before  that  time. 
This  regulation  was  very  excellent,  and  enabled  the  king  to  have  an  army  of 
300,000  men  at  a  short  notice.  It  was  not  attended  with  any  material  inconveni- 
ence to  the  people,  as  none  were  on  service  above  a  month. — Heads.  Commanders 
in  chief. — Captains.  Twenty-four  in  number,  with  240  centurions  under  them. 
— Officers.  Heb.  seotrim.  Sept.  "  scribes,"  whose  employment  is  not  well 
ascertained. 

Ver.  2.  Jesboam.  Heb.  "  Jashobet-m,"  as  chap,  xi-  11.  He  was  the  first 
after  Joab,  (H.)  and  a  descendant  of  Pbarez,  like  Davii,  and  waiting  upon  the 
king  in  the  month  of  Nisan,  which  almost  agrees  with  our  Blarch  (M.)  and  April 
H. — Zabdiel,  tbe  Hachmonitc,  may  therefore  denote  his  country  (Kennicott);  oi 
Zabdiel  might  be  his  ancestor,  though  the  same  man  has  frequently  different 
names.    We  find  several  companions  of  this  general  in  the  sequel. 
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who  commanded  a  part  of  the  army  of  four  and  twenty 
thousand. 

5  And  the  captain  of  the  third  company,  for  the  third 
month,  was  Banaias,  the  son  of  Joiada,  the  priest :  and  in 
his  division  were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

6  This  is  that  Banaias,  the  most  valiant  among  the 
thirty,  and  above  the  thirty.  And  Amizabad,  his  son, 
commanded  his  company. 

7  The  fourth,  for  the  fourth  month,  was  Asahel,  the 
brother  of  Joab,  and  Zabadias,  his  son,  after  him  :  and  in 
his  company  were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

8  The  fifth  captain,  for  the  fifth  month,  was  Samaoth,  a 
Jezerite  :  and  his  company  were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

9  The  sixth,  for  the  sixth  month,  was  Hira,  the  son  of 
Acces,  a  Thecuite :  and  in  his  company  were  four  and 
twenty  thousand. 

10  The  seventh,  for  the  seventh  month,  was  Helles,  a 
Phallonite,  of  the  sons  of  Ephraim :  and  in  his  company 
were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

1 1  The  eighth,  for  the  eighth  month,  was  Sobochai,  a 
Husathite,  of  the  race  of  Zarahi :  and  in  his  company 
were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

12  The  ninth,  for  the  ninth  month,  was  Abiezer,  an 
Anathothite,  of  the  sons  of  Jemini,  and  in  his  company 
were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

13  The  tenth,  for  the  tenth  month,  was  Marai,  who  was 
a  Netophathite,  of  the  race  of  Zarai  :  and  in  his  company 
were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

_  14  The  eleventh,  for  the  eleventh  month,  was  Banaias, 
a  Pharatlionite,  of  the  sons  of  Ephraim  :  and  in  his  com- 
pany were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

15  The  twelfth,  for  the  twelfth  month,  was  Holdai,  a 
Netophathite,  of  the  race  of  Gothoniel:  and  in  his  com- 
pany were  four  and  twenty  thousand. 

16  Now  the  chiefs  over  the  tribes  of  Israel  were  these  : 
over  the  Rubenites,  Eliezer,  the  son  of  Zechri,  was  ruler : 
over  the  Simeonites,  Saphatias,  the  son  of  Maacha ; 

17  Over  the  Levites,  Hasabias,  the  son  of  Camuel ; 
over  the  Aaronites,  Sadoc  : 

IS  Over  Juda,  Eliu,  the  brother  of  David : 
Issachar,  Amri,  the  son  of  Michael : 

19  Over  the  Zabulonites,  Jesmaias,  the  son  of  Adias : 
over  the  Nephtalites,  Jerimoth,  the  son  of  Ozriel  : 


over 


Vbr.  4.  Dudta,  or  Dodi,  the  father  of  Eleazar.  Chap.  xi.  12.  C— After  him, 
his  substitute.  T. — Heb.  "and  Macelloth.  chief  also  of  his  course,  consisting  like- 
wise of  24,000."  H.  5 

Ver.  5.  Priest.  This  we  read  no  where  else,  so  that  some  understand.  "  a 
chief  officer  at  court,"  2  Kings  Yin.  18.  C— But  lie  might  be  (H.)  of  the  tribe  of 
Levi.  M. — His  exploits  are  mentioned  chup.  xi.  21. 

Ver.  7.  After  him.  lie  acted  under  his  father,  and  succeeded  (M.)  to  Asa- 
hel's  post,  after  Abncr  had  slain  him.  2  Kings  ii.  23.  and  xxiii.  24.  C. 

Ver.  12.    Jemini,  or  Benjamin.  C. 

Veu.  15.  Holdai,  called  Helcd,  the  son  of  B (tana,  chap.  xi.  30.  and  2  Kimra 
xxiii.  29.—  Gothoniel.  So  the  Sept.  write  Othoniel,  (H.;  «°  famous  in  the  Book 
of  Judges,  i.  13,  and  iii.  9. 

Ver.  1G.  Chiefs,  by  their  birth-right.  The  former  were  chosen  for  merit. 
T. — RubenitM,  with  whom  Em.  Sa  joins  the  Gudites.  M. 

Ver.  18.  Eliu.  Probably  the  same,  with  Eliab,  the  eldest  son  of  Isai,  (1 
Kings  xvi.  7.  C.)  or  the  youngest  but  David,  (cbaD.  ii.  15,)  whose  name  is  pre- 
served by  the  Syriec,  kc. 

Vsr.  24  Number,  those  above  twenty;  but  he  acted  with  reluctance,  (T.) 
and  tho  wrath  of  heaven  prevented  the  entire  completion  of  the  kiiHf's  order. 
Chap.  xxi.  0,  and  2  Kings  xxiv.  9.— David.  It  would  hence  appear  that  the  list 
vas  perfected,  but  not  delivered  to  the  king  The  commissioners  retained  some 
*/tho  lists;  and,  perhaps,  from  these  Esdrus  lias  inserted  what  relates  to  licnja- 
>ian,  fohap.  vii.  G,)  as  the  account  was  not  given  in  chop.  xxi.  G.  C. 

Ver.  25.  Treasures  of  gold,  kc,  as  those  of  provisions  had  other  officers. 
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m  20  Over  the  sons  of  Ephraim  :  Osee,  the  son  of  Oza- 
ziu :  over  the  half  tribe  of  Manasses,  Joel,  the  son  of 

Phadaia : 

21  And  over  the  half  tribe  of  Manasses  in  Galaad, 
Jaddo,  the  son  of  Zacharias:  and  over  Benjamin,  Jasiel, 
the  son  of  Abner. 

22  And  over  Dan,  Ezrihel,  the  son  of  Jeroham  :  these 
were  the  princes  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

23  But  David  would  not  number  them  from  twenty 
years  old  and  under :  because  the  Lord  had  said  that  he 
would  multiply  Israel  like  the  stars  of  heaven. 

24  aJoab,  the  son  of  Sarvia,  began  to  number,  but  he 
finished  not:  because  upon  this  there  fell  wrath  upon 
Israel :  and  therefore  the  number  of  them  that  were  num- 
bered, was  not  registered  in  the  chronicles  of  king  David. 

25  And  over  the  king  s  treasures  was  Azmoth,  the  son 
of  Adiel :  and  over  those  stores,  which  were  in  the  cities, 
and  in  the  villages,  and  in  the  castles,  was  Jonathan,  the 
son  of  Ozias. 

■  26  And  over  the  tillage,  and  the  husbandmen,  who 
tilled  the  ground,  was  Ezri,  the  son  of  Chelub  : 

27  And  over  the  dressers  of  the  vineyards,  wasSemeias, 
a  Romathite:  and  over  the  wine-cellars,  Zabdias,  an 
Aphonite. 

28  And  over  the  olive-yards,  and  the  fig-groves,  which 
were  in  the  plains,  was  Balanam,  a  Gederite :  and  over  the 
oil-cellars,  Joas : 

29  And  over  the  herds  that  fed  in  Saron,  was  Setrai,  a 

Saronite:  and  over  the  oxen  in  the  vallevs,  SapHat,  the 
son  of  Adli : 

30  And  over  the  camels,  Obil,  an  Ismahelite :  and 
over  the  asses,  Jadius,  a  Meronathite  : 

31  And  over  the  sheep,  Jaziz,  an  Agarene.     AN  these 
were  the  rulers  of  the  substance  of  king  David 

32  And  Jonathan,  David's  uncle,  a  counsellor,  a  wise 
and  learned  man:  he  and  Jahiel,  the  son  of  Hacliarnoui, 
were  with  the  king's  sons. 

33  And  Achitophel  was  the  kind's  counsellor,  and 
Chusai,  the  Arachite,  the  kings  friend. 

34  And  after  Achitophel  was  Joiada,  the  son  of  Bana- 
ias, and  Abiathar.  And  the  general  of  the  kings  army 
was  Joab. 


*  Supra,  xxl  2.    A.  M.  29S7.  A.  C.  1017. 


C— Were  in.  Heb.  and  Sept.  add,  "the  fields,  in  the  cities,"  ice  II.— This 
must  be  anderstood  of  corn;  wine  is  mentioned  afterwards. 

Ver.  26.  Ground,  for  the  king.  This  was  done  at  the  expense  of  the  nation, 
and  by  the  people,  no  less  than  the  vintage.  2  Kings  viii.  12.  The  companions  of 
Daniel  were  thus  appointed  to  superintend  the  workmen  of  Nabuchodonosor.  Dan. 
ii.  49. 

Ver.  27.  Cellars.  Heb.  "over  the  increase  of  the  vineyards,  for  the  wine 
cellars."  Prot.  Wine  was  formerly  kept  in  cisterns,  in  the  vineyards,  till  it  was 
taken  into  large  earthen  vessels,  and  placed  in  cellars. 

V  En.  20.  baron,  a  fertile  region  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Galaad ;  also 
a  vale  near  the  Mediterranean,  (C.)  in  Ephraim,  extending  as  far  as  Joppe. 
Adrlc.  M. 

Ver.  30.  Ismahelite.  People  of  that  nation  deal  much  in  cameis.  C. — Ubil 
had  embraced  the  Jewish  religion,  or  perhaps  he  was  originally  an  Israelite,  but 
had  acquired  the  title  of  Ismahelite  by  some  exploit,  OF  by  residing  long  fft  tho 
country.  .M. 

it 

Veu.  32.  Man.  Heb.  "a  writer."  He  was  a  pood  politician  and  lawvvr. 
Grot.— Sons,  as  tutors.  D.  C— Jahiel  was  perhaps  brother  of  Jeshai.m.  Chap, 
xi.  II.  M. 

Ver.  33.  Friend.  Chusai  rendered  tho  most  signal  service  jd  the  king.  S 
Kines  xvi.  23.  and  svii.  1.  C. 

CHAP.  XXVIII.  Veh.  1.  Israel.  These  arc  more  particularly  describes  as 
princes  of  the  tribes,  (H.)  twelve  captains.  Sec.,  chap,  xxvii.  I.— And  his.  Hrb. 
"  and  of  his  sons."  C. — We  may  also  understand  this  of  the  preceptors  of  the 
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Chap.  XXVIII. 

CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Davids  speech,  in  a  solemn  assembly :  his  exhortation  to  Solomon.  Segiveik 

Mm  a  pattern  of  the  temple. 

AND'  David  assembled  all  the  chief  men  of  Israel, 
the  princes  of  the  tribes,  and  the  captains  of  the 
companies,  who  waited  on  the  king:  and  the  captains 
over  thousands,  and  over  hundreds,  and  them  who  had 
the  charge  over  the  substance  and  possessions  of  the  king, 
and  his  sons,  with  the  officers  of  the  court,  and  the  men 
of  power,  and  all  the  bravest  of  the  army  at  Jerusalem. 

2  And  the  king  rising  up,  and  standing,  said :  Hear 
me,  my  brethren,  and  my  people :  I  had  a  thought  to 
have  built  a  house,  in  which  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
footstool  of  our  God,  might  rest :  and  I  prepared  all  things 
for  the  building. 

3  And  God  said  to  me  :  bThou  shalt  not  build  a  house 
to  my  name :  because  thou  art  a  man  of  war,  and  hast 
shed  blood. 

4  But  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  chose  me  of  all  the 
house  of  my  father,  to  be  king  over  Israel,  for  ever :  for 
of  Juda  he  chose  the  princes :  and  of  the  house  of  Juda, 
my  fathers  house:  and  among  the  sons  of  my  father,  it 
pleased  him  to  choose  me  king  over  all  Israel. 

5  eAnd  among  my  sons  (for  the  Lord  hath  given  me 
many  sons)  he  hath  chosen  Solomon,  my  son,  to  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord,  over  Israel. 

6  And  he  said  to  me :  Solomon,  thy  son,  shall  build 
my  house,  and  my  courts :  for  I  have  chosen  him  to  be 
my  son,  and  I  will  be  a  father  to  him.  * 

7  And  I  will  establish  his  kingdom  for  ever,  if  he  con- 
tinue to  keep  my  commandments,  and  my  judgments,  as 
at  this  day. 

8  Now  then,  before  all  the  assembly  of  Israel,  in  the 
hearing  of  our  God,  keep  ye,  and  seek  all  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  our  God :  that  you  may  possess  the 
good  land,  and  may  leave  it  to  your  children  after  you, 
for  ever. 

9  And  thou,  my  son,  Solomon,  know  the  God  of  thy 
father,  and  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  a  willing 
mind:  dfor  the  Lord  searcheth  all  hearts,  and  under- 
standeth  all  the  thoughts  of  minds.  If  thou  seek  him, 
thou  shalt  find  him  :  but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will  cast 
thee  off  for  ever. 

•  A.  M.  2919,  A.  C.  1015.— b  S  Kings  vii.  13.   

royal  family.  Chap,  xxvii.  82.— Officers.  Lit.  "eunuchs."  H.— Bravest;  par- 
ticularly those  specified  chap.  xi. 

Vbr.  2.  Rising  up  from  his  bed,  on  which  he  lay,  on  account  of  his  great 
age  and  weakness,  while  he  addressed  himself  to  his  son  (3  Kings  i.  47.  C.) ;  or 
he  roso  from  his  throne,  to  honour  this  grand  assembly.  Heb.  u  stood  upon  his 
feet."  H. —  Thought.  Heb.  "  I,  with  my  heart,  thought  to,"  &c.  C— And,  or 
which  is  the  footstool.  H. — The  ark  is  ilten  so  called,  because  God  was  considered 
as  sitting  upon  the  wings  of  the  cherubic,  over  it.  Psal.  xcviii,  1,  Jcc. 

Ver.  3.    Blood.    See  chap.  xxil.  8.  C. 

"Vbr.  4.  Ever ;  for  a  long  time,  aud  to  leave  the  throne  to  my  posterity  for 
many  ages,  and  to  the  Messias  for  ever.  This  expression  is  not  always  to  be  taken 
In  rigour.  C — Princes.  Heb.  M  prince,  or  the  ruler."  H. — This  tribe  bad  long 
possessed  the  greatest  power,  (C.)  and  the  promise  of  the  sceptre.  Gen.  xlix.  W. 
— Tho  phrase  often  denotes  a  long  time,  but  it  is  best  understood  of  Christ.  D. 

Ver.  6.  My  son,  by  the  mouth  of  Nathan.  2  Kings  vii.  13.  M.— Solomon 
was  a  figure  of  Christ,  "and  his  dignity  was  predicted.  Chap.  xvii.  11  ;  3  Kings  i. 
13.  C. 

Vbh.  7.  If.  The  promises  of  the  Old  Testament  were  frequently  conditional, 
and  we  always  find  the  condition  marked  in  some  place;  but  those  made  to  the 
Church  by  Christ  have  no  such  limitation.  H. 

V*a.  9.  Know,  with  affection  (H.)  and  faith;  and  him  alone  must  thou 
ver^e.  D. — Forsake  him,  and  die  impenitent  H. 

Ver.  11>    Description,  impressed  by  God  oa  David's  imagination  (Cajet)  ; 


Chap.  XXVIII. 

10  Now,  therefore,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  chosen  thee 
to  build  the  house  of  the  sanctuary,  take  courage,  and 
doit 

11  And  David  gave  to  Solomon,  his  son,  a  description 
of  the  porch,  and  of  the  temple,  and  of  the  treasures,  and 
of  the  upper  floor,  and  of  the  inner  chambers,  and  of  the 
house,  for  the  mercy-seat, 

12  As  also  of  all  the  courts,  which  he  had  in  his  thought, 
and  of  the  chambers  round  about,  for  the  treasures  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  treasures  of  the  consecrated 
things, 

13  And  of  the  divisions  of  the  priests,  and  of  the- 
Levites,  for  all  the  works  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
for  all  the  vessels  of  the  service  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

14  Gold  by  weight  for  every  vessel  for  the  ministry. 
And  silver  by  weight  according  to  the  diversity  of  the 
vessels  and  uses. 

15  He  gave  also  gold  for  the  golden  candlesticks,  and 
their  lamps,  according  to  the  dimensions  of  every  candle- 
stick, and  the  lamps  thereof.  In  like  manner  also,  he 
gave  silver  by  weight  for  the  silver  candlesticks,  and  for 
their  lamps,  according  to  the  diversity  of  the  dimensions 

Of  them.        n  Mffy:     r  ;  ■'   'T  % 

16  He  gave  also  gold  for  the  tables  of  proposition, 
according  to  the  diversity  of  the  tables  :  in  like  manner 
also  silver  for  other  tables  of  silver. 

17  For  flesh-hooks  also,  and  bowls,  and  censers  of  fine 
gold,  and  for  little  lions  of  gold,  according  to  the  measure 
he  gave  by  weight,  for  every  lion.  In  like  manner  also, 
for  lions  of  silver  he  set  aside  a  different  weight  of  silver. 

18  And  for  the  altar  of  incense,  he  gave  the  purest 
gold  :  and  to  make  the  likeness  of  the  chariot  of  the 
Cherubim,  spreading  their  wings,  and  covering  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord. 

19  All  these  things,  said  he,  came  to  me  written  by  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  :  that  I  might  understand  all  the  works 
of  the  pattern. 

20  And  David  said  to  Solomon,  his  son  :  Act  like  a 
man,  and  take  courage,  and  do :  fear  not,  and  be  not  dis- 
mayed :  for  the  Lord,  my  God,  will  be  with  thee,  and  will 
not  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee,  till  thou  hast  finished  all 
the  work  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

21  Behold  the  courses  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites, 

 ■  Supra,  ix.  7.— *  PmI.  vii.  go.  

or  rather  planned  out  by  the  hand  of  God,  (ver.  19.  Salien,)  as  the  law  was  writ- 
ten. H. — Treasures.  Lit.  "cellars."  H. — The  original  term,  Gonzeim,  is  not 
Heb.  We  find  Ganas  (Est.  iii.  0)  to  signify  a  treasure,  being  derived  from  the 
Persian,  Gaza.  David  gave,  therefore,  a  description  of  the  rooms  to  keep  the 
treasures  of  the  temple,  or  of  the  cellars  for  wine  and  oil.  C. — Inner,  or  most 
retired  closets,  (3  Kings  xx.  30.  C.)  where  the  Levitcs  slept.  M.  —  Seat,  where 
the  ark  was  kept,  and  God  was  rendered  propitious.  H. 

Vbr.  13.  Divisions,  into  twenty-four  classes,  (M.)  which  was  done  by  God's 
order.  H. — For  all.  that  every  thing  might  be  done  with  regularity.  M. 

Ver.  16.  Silver.  Yet  all  the  ten  were  composed  of  the  purest  gold,  (2  Pai. 
iv.  12,)  as  silver  was  too  common.  Ib.  ix.  20.  Moses  had  only  two  tables.  C.— 
Diversity.    Heb.  "for  each  table."  Vat. 

Ver.  17.  Lions.  S.  Jerom  seems  to  have  read  copir,  instead  of  the  present 
copur,  which  is  rendered  "  a  cup,  or  bowl."  1  Esd.  i.  10.  C — The  change  of  t 
for  u  was  very  easy;  and  perhaps  the  basins  were  ornamented  with  representations 
of  lions.  D.  M. — We  do  not  find  copur  used  before  to  denote  any  of  the  vessels 
of  tho  tabernacle :  but  Esdras  uses  it,  (chap.  viii.  27,)  whence  it  is  inferred  that 
it  is  of  Cbal.  extraction. 

Ver.  18.  Purest.  Heb.  "refined." — Lord.  He  was  represented  as  riding 
in  a  chariot,  drawn  bv  cherubim,  (C.)  or  sitting  on  their  wings.  H. 

Vbr.  19.  These  'things,  said  he,  is  not  in  Heb.  Sept.  "All  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  Lord,  did  David  give  to  Solomon,  according  to  the  knowledge 
given  to  him  from  above,  respecting  the  workmanship  of  the  pattern,  "  H. 
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for  every  ministry  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  stand  by  thee, 
and  are  ready,  and  both  the  princes  and  the  people  know 
how  to  execute  all  my  commandments. 

CHAP.  XXIX. 

David,  by  tcord  and  example,  encourageth  the  princes  to  contribute  liberally  to 
the  building  of  the  temple.  His  thanksgiving, prayer,  and  sacrifices:  his 
death. 

AND*  king  David  said  to  all  the  assembly  :  Solomon, 
my  son,  whom  alone  God  hath  chosen,  is  as  yet 
young  and  tender :  and  the  work  is  great,  for  a  house  is 
prepared  not  for  man,  but  for  God. 

2  And  I,  with  all  my  ability,  have  prepared  the  ex- 
penses for  the  house  of  my  God.  Gold  for  vessels  of 
gold,  and  silver  for  vessels  of  silver,  brass  for  things  of 
brass,  iron  for  things  of  iron,  wood  for  things  of  wood ; 
and  onyx-stones,  and  stones  like  alabaster,  and  of  divers 
colours,  and  all  manner  of  precious  stones,  and  marble  of 
Paros  in  great  abundance : 

3  Now  over  and  above  the  things  which  I  have  offered 
into  the  house  of  my  God,  I  give  of  my  own  proper 
goods,  gold  and  silver  for  the  temple  of  my  God,  beside 
what  things  I  have  prepared  for  the  holy  house. 

4  Three  thousand  talents  of  gold  of  the  gold  of  Ophir : 
and  seven  thousand  talents  of  refined  silver,  to  overlay  the 
walls  of  the  temple. 

5  And  gold  for  wheresoever  there  is  need  of  gold  ;  and 
silver  for  wheresoever  there  is  need  of  silver,  for  the  works 
to  be  made  by  the  hands  of  the  artificers :  now  if  any  man 
is  willing  to  offer,  let  him  fill  his  hand  to-day,  and  offer 
what  he  pleaseth  to  the  Lord. 

6  Then  the  heads  of  the  families,  and  the  princes  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  captains  of  thousands,  and  of  hun- 
dreds, and  the  overseers  of  the  king's  possessions,  promised. 

7  And  they  gave  for  the  works  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  of  gold,  five  thousand  talents,  and  ten  thousand 
solids  ;  of  silver,  ten  thousand  talents ;  and  of  brass, 
eighteen  thousand  talents ;  and  of  iron,  a  hundred  thou- 
sand talents. 

8  And  all  they  that  had  stones,  gave  them  to  the  trea- 
sures of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  by  the  hand  of  Jahiel,  the 
Gersonite. 

■  ■  — .  . — — 

&  A.  It  29S9.  A.  C.  1015. 

Ver.  31.  Thee.  Heb.  and  Sept.  "for  all  workmanship,  every  willing;  skilful 
man  for  any  service,  also  all  the  princes,  and  the  people  entirely  at  thy  com- 
mands." H. — The  willing  artificers  aro  distinguished  from  those  who  were  forced 
to  work,  though  the  former  also  received  par.  C. 

CHAP.  XXIX.  Ver.  2.  Onyx,  or  "  emeralds."  C— Sept.  "  loom,"  from  the 
Heb.  ssem, — Alabaster.  Heb.  puc.  H. — The  dark  paint  used  lor  the  eyes  has 
the  same  name.  4  Kings  ix.  30;  Jer.  iv.  30.  The  stone  here  specified  was  pro- 
bably alabaster,  as  it  was  used  for  the  pavement.  There  is  a  very  fine  species  at 
Damascus,  and  in  Arabia,  which  was  much  sought  after  to  decorate  buildings.  C. 
— Chal.  has  "emeralds."  Sept.  "stones  of  perfection,  rich  and  various,  and 
every  precious  stone,  and  much  Parian."  H. — But  Isa.  liv.  11,  they  translate  the 
same  term  "carbuncle."  C. — Paros:  this  is  taken  from  the  Sept.  Heb.  has 
simply,  "and  stones  of  ssiss."  H.— But  Paros,  one  of  the  Cyclades,  was  most  re- 
nowned for  its  white  marble.  Ib.  xxxvi.  5. — Josephus  (Bel.  vi.  6)  informs  us 
that  the  temple  was  built  of  large  white  marble  stones;  so  that  it  appeared,  at  a 
distance,  to  be-  covered  with  snow.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Own,  What  he  bad  already  vowed  he  esteemed  no  longer  his.  W. 
— Temple.  Heb.  "houses,"  including  the  various  apartments  belonging  to  the 
temple.  David  was  so  convinced  that  the  sum  which  he  had  been  able  to  collect 
was  too  small,  that  he  exhorted  the  princes  to  contribute,  with  all  their  power,  and 
set  thent  this  noble  example,  which  they  endeavoured  to  imitate.  H. — Ho  had  col- 
lected some  of  the  gold  of  Ophir,  which  was  esteemed  the  best.  C.  See  3  Kings 
Ix.  2J3.  M- — We  have  before  remarked  that  Solomon  went  beyond  the  expectations 
•f  his  father,  and  used  no  silver. 

Ver.  6.    FUl  his  hand,  is  an  expression  applied  to  priests,  by  which  David 
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9  And  the  people  rejoiced,  when  they  promised  thoir 
offerings  willingly  :  because  they  offered  them  to  the 
Lord  with  all  their  heart :  and  David,  tilt  king,  rejoiced 
also  with  a  great  joy. 

10  And  he  blessed  the  Lord  before  all  the  multitude, 
and  he  said  :  Blessed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel, 
our  Father,  from  eternity  to  eternity. 

11  Thine,  O  Lord,  is  magnificence,  and  power,  and 
glory,  and  victory :  and  to  thee  is  praise :  for  all  that  is 
in  heaven,  and  in  earth  is  thine  :  thine  is  the  kingdom,  O 
Lord,  and  thou  art  above  all  princes. 

12  Thine  are  riches,  and  thine  is  glory :  thou  hast  do- 
minion over  all,  in  thy  hand  is  power  and  might;  in  thy 
hand  greatness,  and  the  empire  of  all  things. 

13  Now,  therefore,  our  God,  we  give  thanks  to  thee, 
and  we  praise  «thy  glorious  name. 

14  Who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people,  that  we  should 
be  able  to  promise  thee  all  these  things  ?  all  these  things 
are  thine  :  and  we  have  given  thee  what  we  received  of 
thy  hand. 

15  For  we  are  sojourners  before  thee,  and  strangers, 
as  were  all  our  fathers.6  Our  days  upon  earth  are  as  a 
shadow,  and  there  is  no  stay. 

16  O  Lord,  our  God,  all  this  store  that  we  have  pre- 
pared to  build  thee  a  house  for  thy  holy  name,  is  from 
thy  hand,  and  all  things  are  thine. 

17  I  know,  my  God,  that  thou  provest  hearts,  and 
lovest  simplicity ;  wherefore  I  also,  in  the  simplicity  of 
my  heart,  have  joyfully  offered  all  these  things :  and  I 
have  seen,  with  great  joy,  thy  people  which  are  here  pre- 
sent, offer  thee  their  offerings. 

18  0  Lord,  God  of  Abraham,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of 
Israel,  our  fathers,  keep  for  ever  this  will  of  their  heart, 
and  let  this  mind  remain  always  for  the  worship  of 
thee. 

19  And  give  to  Solomon,  my  son,  a  perfect  heart,  that 
he  may  keep  thy  commandments,  thy  testimonies,  and 
thy  ceremonies,  and  do  all  things :  and  build  the  house, 
for  which  I  have  provided  the  charges. 

20  And  David  commanded  all  the  assembly :  Bless  ye 
the  Lord,  our  God.    And  all  the  assembly  blessed  the 

*>  Wild.  II.  I. 

intimates  that  any  one  may  now  offer  a  species  of  sacrifice  to  the  Lord.  Judg.  vil. 
5;  Bxod.  xxxli.  29.  C.  M. — He  wishes  them  to  act  with  generosity.  H. 
Ver.  6.    Possessions,  mentioned  chap,  xxrii.  25. 

Ver.  7.  Solids.  Sept.  "pieces  of  gold;"  xpwovc-  Heb.  adorcnim,  which 
Prot.  render  "drachms,"  (H.)  after  the  Syr.,  ice.  Others  think  that  the  Darioe, 
used  in  Persia,-  are  meant,  though  they  did  not  exist  in  David's  time.  Esdras 
might  reduce  the  money  to  correspond  with  the  coin  with  which  his  countrymen 
were  then  acquainted.  2  Esd.  vii.  70.  Pelletier. — The  Daric  was  equivalent  to  a 
golden  side,  which  was  only  half  the  weight  of  one  of  silver,  though  this  is  not 
certain.  C. — A  solid  was  only  the  sixth  part  of  an  ounce,  whereas  the  siclo  weighed 
half  an  ounce,  or  4  drachms.— Talents  were  always  of  the  same  weight,  125  Ro- 
man pounds.  M. 

Ver.  14.    Promise.    Heb.  "  to  offer  so  willingly  in  this  manner  ? "  H. 

Ver.  15.  Strangers.  Wo  have  nothing  but  what  we  have  received  from 
thee ;  and  for  how  short  a  time  !  C. — No  stay.  Heb.  "  none  abiding.  (H.  or)  no 
hope  "  of  being  able  to  escape  death,  (C.)  when  we  must  leave  all.  How  happy, 
therefore,  are  those  who  send  their  treasures  before  them  I  H. — All  are  pilgrims 
with  respect  to  heaven.  Heb.  xiii.  W. 

Ver.  17.  Simplicity.  Heb.  "  uprightness."  Sept.  "justice"  (H.) ;  a  pure 
intention,  which  our  Saviour  styles  a  single  eye.  Matt.  vi.  22.  T. 

Ver.  18.  This.  Heb.  "  keep  this  for  ever,  in  the  imagination  of  the  thought* 
of  the  heart  of  thy  people,  and  direct  their  heart  unto  thee."  Preserve  these  good 
dispositions,  which  thou  hast  given  them.  C. 

Ver.  20-  Then  is  not  in  Heb.  or  Sept.  H. — The  same  term  is  used  to  ex- 
press the  outward  adoration  which  they  showed  to  God,  and  Uie  civil  respect 


Chap.  XXIX. 

Lord,  the  God  of  their  fathers :  and  they  bowed  them- 
selves, and  worshipped  God,  and  then  the  king. 

21  And  they  sacrificed  victims  to  the  Lord  :  and  they 
offered  holocausts  the  next  day,  a  thousand  bullocks,  a 
thousand  rams,  a  thousand  lambs,  with  their  libations, 
and  with  every  thing  prescribed,  most  abundantly  for  all 
Israel. 

22  And  they  eat  and  drank  before  the  Lord  that  day 
with  great  joy.  'And  they  anointed  the  second  time 
Solomon,  the  son  of  David.  And  they  anointed  him  to 
the  Lord  to  be  prince,  and  Sadoc  to  be  high  priest. 

23  And  Solomon  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  Lord  as  king, 
instead  of  David,  his  father,  and  he  pleased  all :  and  °U 
Israel  obeyed  him. 

24  And  all  the  princes,  and  men  of  power,  and  all  t)K 
sons  of  king  David  gave  their  hand,  and  were  subject  to 
Solomon,  the  king. 

•  8  Kin* j  1.  54.— >  S  Ktogi  H.  11. 

which  was  due  to  the  king  :  pan  gestu,  says  Grotius,  animo  diverse.  C— How 
then  will  Protestants  prove  that  we  are  guilty  of  idolatry,  when  we  bow  down  be- 
fore the  cross,  Ac,  unless  they  pretend  to  know  the  secrets  of  hearts  ?  Prot  they 
"  bowed  down  their  heads,  (Sept.  knees.)  and  worshipped  tho  Lord  and  the 
king."  H.— The  exterior  act  was  the  same,  but  the  intention  determined  the  ap- 
plication. See  Exod.  xx.  W. 

Vbr.  21.  And  with.  Heb.  and  Sept.  11  and  their  sacrifices  of  wine  and  vic- 
tims, (or  peace-offerings,  to  be  eaten  bv  the  people.  C.)  in  abundance  for  all 
Israel."  H. 

Vbr.  22.  The  Lord,  at  Jerusalem,  (M.)  where  the  ark  was  then  kept.  H.— 
Second  time :  the  first  had  been  done  with  too  much  precipitation,  in  consequence 
of  the  attempt  of  Adonias  (3  Kings  i.  39.  T.)  j  or  this  took  place  after  the  death 
of  David,  that  his  successor  might  be  invested  with  full  power,  (Grot.,)  and  be 
acknowledged  by  all.  H. — Priest,    This  at  least  only  took  place  after  the  death 


Chap.  XXJX. 

25  And  the  Lord  magnified  Solomon  over  all  Israel ; 
and  gave  him  the  glory  of  a  reign,  such  as  no  king  of 
Israel  had  before  him. 

26  So  David,  the  son  of  Isai,  reigned  over  all  Israel. 

27  bAnd  the  days  that  he  reigned  over  Israel,  were 
forty  years :  in  Hebron  he  reigned  seven  years,  and  in 
Jerusalem  three  and  thirty  years. 

28  cAnd  he  died  in  a  good  old  age,  full  of  days,  and 
riches  and  glory.  And  Solomon,  his  son,  reigned  in  his 
stead.      /I  ,  , 

29  Now  the  acts  of  king  David,  first  and  last,  are 
written  in  the  book  of  Samuel,  the  seer,  and  in  the  book 
of  Nathan,  the  prophet,  and  in  the  book  of  Gad,  the 
seer; 

30  And  of  all  his  reign,  and  his  valour,  and  of  the  times 
that  passed  under  him,  either  in  Israel,  or  in  all  the  king- 
doms of  the  countries. 

•  A.  M.  20SO,  A.  C.  1014. 

of  David,  when  Abiathar  fell  into  disgrace.  3  Rings  U.  35.  Both  prince  and 
priest  must  act  by  God's  authority;  and  those  who  resist  tbem,  resist  God  him- 
self. Rom.  xiii.  1.  C— They  are  ministers  of  the  Lord.  H. 

Ver.  24.  Gave.  Heb.  "  placed  their  hands  under  Solomon."  Sept.  "  were 
subject  to  him."  C. — The  latter  words  in  the  Vulg.  explain  the  meaning  of  the 
ceremony.  If; — It  seems  to  have  been  similar  to  that  used  when  Abraham  re- 
quired an  oath  of  his  servant.  Gen.  xxiv.  2. 

Vbr.  29.  Oad,  the  seer  "  of  David,"  as  he  is  sometimes  styled.  These  thre* 
were  well  acquainted  with  David,  (C.)  and  wrote  the  two  first  books  of  Kin^s  (H-); 
or  at  least  those  books  are  compiled  from  their  memorials,  (C.)  if  ibeir  wo.-ks  b» 
lost.  M. 

Vbr.  30.  Of  the.  Syr.  and  Arab.  "  of  his  land,  or  among  the  kings  of  his 
xace/'  C. — David  reduced  under  his  dominion  not  only  the  nations  which  dwell 
in  Coanaan,  but  all  those  which  had  been  promised  to  Israel  H 


I.  PARALIPOMENO^. 


THE 

SECOND  BOOK  OF  PABALIPOMENON. 


A*  th«  former  Book  shows  how  David  was  chosen  to  rule  orer  God>  peculiar  people,  so  this  explains  briefly  the  reign  of  Solomon,  in  the  nine  first  chapters;  and  in 

the  rest,  that  of  nineteen  of  his  successors,  who  gorarned  two  tribes  till  the  captivity,  while  Israel  was  divided.  W. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Solomon  ojFereth  sacrifices  at  Gabaon.    His  choice  of  wisdom,  which  God 

ffivetk  him. 

AND  "Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  was  strengthened 
in  his  kingdom,  and  the  Lord,  his  God,  was  with 
him,  and  magnified  him  to  a  high  degree. 

2  And  Solomon  gave  orders  to  all  Israel,  to  the  cap- 
tains of  thousands,  and  of  hundreds,  and  to  the  rulers, 
and  to  the  judges  of  all  Israel,  and  the  heads  of  the 
families : 

3  And  he  went  with  all  the  multitude  to  the  high  place 
of  Gabaon,  where  was  the  tabernacle  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord,  which  Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  made  in  the 
wilderness. 

4  bFor  David  had  brought  the  ark  of  God  from 
Cariathiarim  to  the  place  which  he  had  prepared  for  it, 

»  A.  M.  2990.  A-  C.  1014.  3  King!  UL  1.  • 


and  where  he  had  pitched  a  tabernacle  for  it ;  that  is,  in 
Jerusalem. 

5  And  the  altar  of  brass,  'which  Beseleel,  the  son  of 
Uri,  the  son  of  Hur,  had  made,  was  there  before  the 
tabernacle  of  the  Lord :  and  Solomon  and  all  the  assembly 

sought  it 

6  And  Solomon  went  up  thither  to  the  brazen  altar, 
before  the  tabernacle  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and 
offered  upon  it  a  thousand  victims. 

7  And  behold  that  night  God  appeared  to  him,  saying . 
Ask  what  thou  wilt,  that  I  should  give  thee. 

8  And  Solomon  said  to  God  :  Thou  hast  shown  great 
kindness  to  my  father,  David  :  and  hast  made  me  king  in 
his  stead. 

9  Now,  therefore,  O  Lord  God,  let  thy  word  be  ful- 
filled, which  thou  hast  promised  to  David,  my  father: 

&  2  King*  vi.  17  ;  1  Par.  xvL  1.-*  Exod.  xxxvlli.  8. 


CHAP.  I.  Vbb.  6.  Sought  it:  went  (M.)  to  offer  sacrifice,  (T.)  in  tho  second 
year  of  Lis  reign,  A.  C.  1013 


Vbr.  7.  Night,  after  the  victims  had  been  offerrd.  On  this  occasion  Solomon 
made  his  prayer,  and  was  heard.  3  Kings  iiL  5.  C. 
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Ch^.p.  II. 


II.  PARALIPOMEXON 


CiiAr.  II. 


for  thou  hast  made  me  king  over  thy  great  people,  which 
is  as  innumerable  as  the  dust  of  the  earth. 

10  "Give  me  wisdom  and  knowledge,  that  I  may  come 
in  and  go  out  before  thy  people :  for  who  can  worthily 
judge  this  thy  people,  which  is  so  great? 

11  And  God  said  to  Solomon:  Because  this  choice 
hath  pleased  thy  heart,  and  thou  hast  not  asked  riches, 
and  wealth,  and  glory,  nor  the  lives  of  them  that  hate 
thee,  nor  manv  davs  of  life :  but  hast  asked  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  to  be  able  to  judge  my  people,  over  which  I 
have  made  thee  king. 

12  Wisdom  and  knowledge  are  granted  to  thee;  and 

1  will  give  thee  riches,  and  wealth,  and  glory,  so  that 
none  of  the  kings  before  thee,  nor  after  thee,  shall  be 
like  thee. 

13  Then  Solomon  came  from  the  high  place  of  Gabaon 
to  Jerusalem,  before  the  tabernacle  of  the  covenant,  and 
reigned  over  Israel. 

14  bAnd  he  gathered  to  himself  chariots  and  horsemen, 
and  he  had  a  thousand  four  hundred  chariots,  and  twelve 
thousand  horsemen  :  and  he  placed  them  in  the  cities  of 
the  chariots,  and  with  the  king,  in  Jerusalem. 

15  And  the  king  made  silver  and  gold  to  be  in  Jeru- 
salem as  stones,  and  cedar-trees  as  sycamores,  which  grow 
in  the  plains  in  great  multitude. 

16  And  there  were  horses  brought  him  from  Egypt, 
and  from  Coa.  by  the  kings  merchants,  who  went,  and 
bought  at  a  price, 

17  A  chariot  of  four  horses  for  six  hundred  pieces  of 
silver,  and  a  horse  for  a  hundred  and  fifty :  in  like  man- 
ner market  was  made  in  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Hethites. 
and  of  the  kings  of  Syria. 

CHAP.  II. 

Solomon's  embassage  to  Tfiram,  who  sends  him  a  skilful  workman  and  timber. 

AND  Solomon  determined  to  build  a  house  to  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  a  palace  for  himself. 

2  And  he  numbered  out  seventy  thousand  men  to  bear 
burdens,  and  eiHitv  thousand  to  hew  stones  in  the  moun- 
tains,  and  three  thousand  six  hundred  to  oversee  them. 

3  cHe  sent  also  to  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  saying:  As 
thou  didst  with  David,  my  father,  and  didst  send  him 
cedars,  to  build  him  a  house,  in  which  he  dwelt : 

4  So  do  with  me,  that  I  may  build  a  house  to  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  my  God,  to  dedicate  it  to  burn  incense 
before  him,  and  to  perfume  with  aromatical  spices,  and 
for  the  continual  setting  forth  of  bread,  and  for  the  holo- 
causts, morning  and  evening,  and  on  the  sabbaths,  and 

»  WUd.  Ix.  10.— b  S  Kinm  x.  25. 

Ver.  13.  Before.  Hcb.  nnd  S**pt.  "from  before  the  tabernacle,"  which  was 
bl  Gabaon.  There  was  another  at  Jerusalem,  where  (H.)  Solomon  rendered 
homage  to  the  Lord.  C- 

Vek.  16.  Coa  may  signify  either  some  city,  (Mariana,)  or  an  "emporium," 
where  things  are  sold,  us  hitch  means  "a  collection."  T.  3  Kings  x.  23. 

CHA.P.  II.  Ver.  1.  Himself,  worthy  of  his  gTeat  empire.  He  deemed  that 
which  David  had  built  too  mean,  though  that  pious  king;  had  been  ashamed  to 
dwell  in  such  a  magnificent  palace,  while  the  ark  of  God  was  under  skins. 

2  Kings  vii.  2.  C 

Veh.  2.  Numbered,  of  the  proselytes.  Ver.  17.  T. — Hew.  The  stones  were 
made  ready  for  use,  as  well  as  the  wood,  before  it  was  brought  to  the  temple. 
S  Kings  vi.  7. — Six.  Only  three  are  mentioned  3  Kings  v.  1G.  C. — But  three 
hundred  overseers  of  a  higher  order  are  here  included.  T. 

Ver.  7.  Purple.  Ileb.  argun,  (H.)  a  Cbal.  word,  of  the  6ame  import  as 
argueman.  in  Exudus- 
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on  the  new  moons,  anu  the  solemnities  of  the  Lord,  our 
Cod,  for  ever,  which  are  commanded  for  Israel. 

5  For  the  house  which  I  desire  to  build,  is  great :  for 
our  God  is  great  above  all  gods. 

6  Who  then  can  be  able  to  build  him  a  worthy  house  ? 
if  heaven,  and  the  heavens  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him  : 
who  am  I,  that  I  should  be  able  to  build  him  a  house  ?  but 
to  this  end  only,  that  incense  may  be  burnt  before  him. 

7  Send  me,  therefore,  a  skilful  man,  that  knoweth  how 
to  work  in  gold,  and  in  silver,  in  brass,  and  in  iron,  in 
purple,  in  scarlet,  and  in  blue,  and  that  hath  skill  in  en- 
graving, with  the  artificers,  which  I  have  with  me  in  Judea 
and  Jerusalem,  whom  David,  my  father,  provided. 

8  Send  me  also  cedars,  and  fir-trees,  and  pine-trees, 
from  Libanus :  for  I  know  that  thy  servants  are  skilful  in 
cutting  timber  in  Libanus,  and  my  servants  shall  be  with 
thy  servant* 



9  To  provide  me  timber  in  abundance.  For  the  house 
which  I  desire  to  build,  is  to  be  exceedingly  great,  and 

glorious. 

1 0  And  I  will  give  thy  servants,  the  workmen  that  are 
to  cut  down  the  trees,  for  their  food  twenty  thousand 
cores  of  wheat,  and  as  many  cores  of  barley,  and  twenty 
thousand  measures  of  wine,  anu  twenty  thousand  measures 
of  oil. 

1 1  And  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  sent  a  letter  to  Solomon, 
saying :  Because  the  Lord  hath  loved  his  people,  there- 
fore he  hath  made  thee  king  over  them. 

12  And  he  added,  saying:  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  Israel,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  who  hath 
given  to  king  David  a  wise  and  knowing  son,  endued 
with  understanding  and  prudence,  to  build  a  house  to  the 
Lord,  and  a  palace  for  himself. 

13  I  therefore  have  sent  thee  my  father,  Hiram,  a  wise 
and  most  skilful  man, 

14  The  son  of  a  woman  of  the  daughters  of  Dan, 
whose  father  was  a  Tyrian,  who  knoweth  how  to  work  in 
gold,  and  in  silver,  in  brass,  and  in  iron,  and  in  marble, 
and  in  timber,  in  purple  also,  and  violet,  and  silk,  and 
scarlet :  and  who  knoweth  to  grave  all  sort  of  graving, 
and  to  devise  ingeniously  all  that  there  mav  be  need  of  in 
the  work  with  thy  artificers,  and  with  the  artificers  of  my 
lord,  David,  thy  father. 

15  The  wheat,  therefore,  and  the  barley,  and  the  oil, 
and  the  wine,  which  thou,  my  lord,  hast  promised,  send 
to  thy  servants, 

16  And  we  will  cut  down  as  many  trees  out  of  Liba 

*  3  Kings  v .  3. 

Vktu  8*  Pute*  Heb.  altjum,  which  rather  denotes  a  species  of  fir,  than  the 
junipcr-trce  j  though  the  domestic  kind  was  tall,  und  usrd  in  edifices*  C*— 
Arrruthinat  u juniper/'  is  taken  from  the  Sept.  D. 

Ver.  10.  Wheat*  Ileb.  adds,  "  bcuten." — Uartey  and  wine  hrc  not  specified 
3  Kings  v.  11.  C. — AfaOiura,  like  the  Human  amphora,  contained  960  ozs.  A. 
Lapidc. — ileb.  has  "baths"  iu  both  places;  but  in  3  Kings  we  find,  "twenty 
cores  of  oil."  The  satum,  "  measure/'  was  only  one-third  of  the  bath  or  epha.  C 

Veh.  13.  Father*  Ileb.  Abi.  is  considered  by  some  as  the  surname  of  Hi* 
ram.  Pagnin,  fee, — But  he  might  have  that  title  in  consideration  of  his  great  skill, 
us  Solomon  gives  it  him.  Chap.  iv.  10      Wo  use  master  in  the  same  MOM. 

Ver.  14.  Dan,  the  city,  as  the  wwow  was  of  the  tribe  of  NepbtalL  D.— 
Whom.  Hcb.  "and  his  father,"  (H.)  or  "this  AbL"  C.  See  3  Kings  vii.  U;— 
Silk,  Hcb.  "byssus,"  which  is  the  silk  extracted  from  a  fish,  and  not  the  fine 
linen  of  Egrypt,  or  cotton  which  hw  sometimes  this  appellation.  1  Par.  xv.  27. — 
Afy  lord,  a  term  of  civility. 


CUAP.  III. 


II.  PARALlPOMENON. 


Chap.  IV. 


nus,  as  thou  shalt  want,  and  will  convey  them  in  floats  by 
sea  tc  Joppe :  and  it  will  be  thy  part  to  bring  them  thence 
to  Jerusalem. 

17  And  Solomon  numbered  all  the  proselytes  in  the 
land  of  Israel,  after  the  numbering  which  David,  his 
father,  had  made;  and  they  were  found  a  hundred  fifty- 
three  thousand  and  six  hundred. 

18  And  he  set  seventy  thousand  of  them  to  carry  bur- 
dens on  their  shoulders,  and  eighty  thousand  to  hew  stones 
in  the  mountains :  and  three  thousand  and  six  hundred  to 
be  overseers  of  the  work  of  the  people. 

chap.  in. 

The  plan  and  ornaments  of  the  temple ;  the  cherubims,  the  veil,  and  (hi 

pillars. 

AND  aSolomon  began  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord 
in  Jerusalem,  in  Mount  Moria,  which  had  been 
shown  to  David,  his  father,  in  the  place  which  David  had 
prepared  in  the  ''threshing-floor  of  Oman,  the  Jebusite. 

2  And  he  began  to  build  in  the  second  month,  in  the 
fourth  vear  of  his  reicm.c 

3  Now  these  are  the  foundations,  which  Solomon  laid, 
to  build  the  house  of  God,  the  length  by  the  first  measure 
sixty  cubits,  the  breadth  twenty  cubits. 

4  And  the  porch  in  the  front,  which  was  extended  in 
length  according  to  the  measure  of  the  breadth  of  the 
house,  twenty  cubits :  and  the  height  was  a  hundred  and 
twenty  cubits  :  and  he  overlaid  it  within  with  pure  gold. 

5  And  the  greater  house  he  ceiled  with  deal  boards, 
and  overlaid  them  with  plates  of  fine  gold  throughout: 
and  he  graved  in  them  palm  trees,  and  like  little  chains 
interlaced  with  one  another. 

6  He  paved  also  the  floor  of  the  temple  with  most 
precious  marble,  of  great  beauty. 

7  And  the  gold  of  the  plates  with  which  he  overlaid 
the  house,  and  the  beams  thereof,  and  the  posts,  and  the 
walls,  and  the  doors,  was  of  the  finest :  and  he  graved 
cherubims  on  the  walls. 

8  He  made  also  the  house  of  the  holy  of  holies :  the 
length  of  it,  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  temple, 
twenty  cubits,  and  the  breadth  of  it  in  like  manner  twenty 
cubits;  and  he  overlaid  it  with  plates  of  gold,  amounting 
to  about  six  hundred  talents. 

9  He  made  also  nails  of  gold,  and  the  weight  of  every 


3  Kin*5  vt.  |v— b  2  Kings  xxiv.  23 ;  1  Par.  xxL  26.— *  A.  M.  2992. 


Ver.  17.  Had  made,  at  tho  commencement  of  Solomon's  reign,  wlien  David 
put  such  immense  treasures  into  his  hands.  The  second  list  was  taken  when  the 
temple  was  begun.  The  proselytes  were,  the  remnants  of  the  nations  of  the 
natives  of  Chanaan. 

Ver.  18.  Six.  We  read  three,  3  Kings  v.  16:  people  who  were  strancers,  as 
the  Israelites  were  not  forced  to  work.  Chap.  vHl.  9.  C. 

CHAP.  III.  Ver.  L  Moria,  which  signifies  vision  (C);  the  place  pointed 
out  to  Abraham,  (Gen.  xxii.  2.  S.  Aug:-  de  C.  xvi.  3*2,)  and  to  David.  I  Par, 
xxi.  15,  and  xxii.  1. 

Ver.  3.  By  the  first,  or  ancient  measure,  used  before  the  captivity.  The 
Babylonian  cubit  was  a  hand  smaller,  as  Ezecbiel  (xl.  3)  intimates.  C. — Solomon 
used  the  same  cubit  as  Moses,  but  doubled  the  proportions.  >r. 

Ver.  4.  A  hundred.  The  Arab,  and  some  copies  of  the  Sept-  read  only 
twenty.  Capellus  and  Toinard  would  substitute  ten  cubits.  A  small  change  in 
the  Heb.  might  occasion  these  variations.  C. — In  3  Kings  vi.  2  we  find  the  height 
was  thirty  cubits  :  but  that  might  he  only  to  the  first  floor.  Many  think  that  tho 
temple  was  one  hundred  aud  twenty  cubits  high  :  but  Salien  (A.  3024.)  explains  it 
of  the  four-square  tower,  (M.)  In  the  front.  C. 

Ver.  5.  House,  between  the  most  holy  place  and  the  porch.  (T.)  or  it  may 
MtnprSK  all  but  the  porch.  Heb.  "  he  covered  (or  boarded)  all  this  grout  house." 
C— boards,  interspersed  with  those  of  cedar.  3  Kings  vi.  9.  T. 

Ykk.  8.    Amounting  to  about,  is  not  In  Heb.  H. 

A  ER.  10     tt'orft.    Heb.  "of  the  work  of  \  mug  men,"  or  resembling  them. 


nail  was  fifty  sides  :  the  upper  chambers  also  he  overlaid 

with  gold. 

10  He  made  also  in  the  house  of  the  holy  of  holies  two 
cherubims  of  image-work :  and  he  overlaid  them  with 


gold. 


11  The  wings  of  the  cherubims  were  extended  twenty 
cubits,  so  that  one  wing  was  five  cubits  long,  and  reached 
to  the  wall  of  the  house :  and  the  other  was  also  five 
cubits  long,  and  reached  to  the  wing  of  the  other  cherub. 

12  In  like  manner  the  wing  of  the  other  cherub  was 
five  cubits  long,  and  reached  to  the  wall :  and  his  other 
wing  was  five  cubits  long,  and  touched  the  wing  of  the 
other  cherub. 

13  bo  the  wings  of  the  two  cherubims  were  spread 
forth,  and  were  extended  twenty  cubits:  and  they  stood 
upright  on  their  feet,  and  their  faces  were  turned  toward 
the  house  without. 

14  dHe  made  also  a  veil  of  violet,  purple,  scarlet,  and 
silk  :  and  wrought  in  it  cherubims. 

15  eHe  made  also  before  the  doors  of  the  temple  two 
pillars,  which  were  five  and  thirty  cubits  high:  and  their 
chapiters  were  five  cubits. 

16  He  made  also  as  it  were  little  chains  in  the  oracle, 
and  he  put  them  on  the  heads  of  the  pillars :  and  an  hun- 
dred pomegranates,  which  he  put  between  the  chains. 

17  These  pillars  he  put  at  the  entrance  of  the  temple, 
one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left:  that 
which  was  on  the  right  hand,  he  called  Jachan  :  and  that 
on  tne  left  hand,  Booz. 

SEJ;,;     CHAP.  IV.     1  " 

Thh  attar  of  brass the  molten  sea  upon  twelve  oxen :  the  ten  loaves :  the  can- 
dlestick, and  other  vessels  and  ornaments  of  the  temple. 

HE  made  also  an  altar  of  brass,  twenty  cubits  long, 
and  twenty  cubits  broad,  and  ten  cubits  high. 

2  'Also  a  molten  sea,  of  ten  cubits  from  brim  to  brim, 
round  in  compass :  it  was  five  cubits  high,  and  a  line  of 
thirty  cubits  compassed  it  round  about. 

3  And  under  it  there  was  the  likeness  of  oxen,  and 
certain  engravings  on  the  outside  of  ten  cubits,  compassed 
the  bellv  of  the  sea,  as  it  were  with  two  rows. 

4  And  the  oxen  were  cast,  and  the  sea  itself  was  set 
upon  the  twelve  oxen,  three  of  which  looked  towards  the 
north,  and  other  three  towards  the  west,  and  other  three 

*  Malt.  xxvU  51.— *  Jer.  lii.  20.— f  3  Kings  vti.  23, 


Munstcr. — Sept.  "  the  work  of  wood."  Vulg.  lit.  "  of  sculpture  work,"  (H.)  as 
Le  Clerc  renders  the  original. 

Ver.  11.  Cubits,  comprising  the  breadth  of  thcirbody.  Eachoccupiedtcncubits. 

VfiK.  14.  A  veil*  Abulensis  places  it  between  the  court  and  the  holy:  but 
Jansenius  would  have  it  before  the  holy  of  holies.  It  seems  rather  that  there  was 
a  veil  in  both  places,  (Barrud,  t.  ii.  b.  Ill*  23.  M.)  as  Joseph  us  (viii.  2,  and  xii. 
10)  clearly  intimates;  and  S.  Paul  speaks  of  the  second  veil*  Heb.  is-  3.  Jt  is 
not  certain  which  of  them  was  torn  at  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  Matt,  xxvii.  61.  C. 

Ver.  15.  Fire*  3  Kings  viL  15,  we  read,  each  was  eighteen  cubiU.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  each  was  seventeen  and  a  half,  and  the  other  half  was  fo*  the  crown.  (C.) 
or  cornice,  H. 

Vbil  17,    Booz.    «  Stability  and  strength"  are  derived  from  God  alone. 

CHAP.  IV,  Ver-  I.  A  Itar  uf  holocausts,  much  larger  than  that  of  5Ioses. 
The  one  which  was  built  after  the  captivity  was  a  square  of  fifteen  cubits.  This 
of  Solomon  was  only  ten  in  height.  A  sloping  ascent  was  made  up  to  it,  accord* 
ins  to  Joseph  us  (Bel.  vi,  5,  or  v.  14) ;  or  the  steps  were  closed  in,  if  we  believe 
others.  Sec  Exod,  xxvii.  1,  and  xx.  2tS. 

Ver.  3.  Oxen*  In  3  Kings  vii.  24,  we  read  Heb.  "  knops,"  (H.)  or  "apples." 
— Often.  Heb.  "ten  in  a  cubit,"  Hence  there  must  have  been  six  hundred 
heads  of  oxenT  as  the  sea  was  thirty  cubits  in  circumference,  and  there  were  two 
rows.  C. — Others  suppose  that  there  were  only  five  in  each  row,  or  only  one  In 
each  cubit.  See  Vat-  and  3  Kings.  The  Sept/  and  Syr.  omit  this  vera.  C— Yet 
it  is  found  in  the  best  editions  of  the  Sept  H. 
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Chap.  IV. 


II.  PARALIPOMENON. 


Chap.  V 


towards  the  south,  and  the  other  three  that  remained 
towards  the  east,  and  the  sea  stood  upon  them :  and  the 
hinder  parts  of  the  oxen  were  inward  under  the  sea. 

5  Now  the  thickness  of  it  was  a  hand-breadth,  and  the 
brim  of  it  was  like  the  brim  of  a  cup,  or  of  a  crisped  lily : 
and  it  held  three  thousand  measures. 

6  He  made  also  ten  lavers,  and  he  set  five  on  the  right 
hand,  and  five  on  the  left,  to  wash  in  them  all  such  things 
as  they  were  to  offer  for  holocaust :  but  the  sea  was  for 
the  priests  to  wash  in. 

7  And  he  made  ten  golden  candlesticks,  according  to 
the  form  which  they  were  commanded  to  be  made  by : 
and  he  set  them  in  the  temple,  five  on  the  right  hand,  and 
five  on  the  left. 

8  Moreover  also  ten  tables :  and  he  set  them  in  the 
temple,  five  on  the  right  side,  and  five  on  the  left.  Also 
a  hundred  bowls  of  gold. 

9  He  made  also  the  court  of  the  priests,  and  a  great 
hall,  and  doors  in  the  hall,  which  he  covered  with  brass. 

10  And  he  set  the  sea  on  the  right  side,  over  against 
the  east,  towards  the  south. 

11  And  Hiram  made  cauldrons,  and  flesh-hooks,  and 
bowls,  and  finished  all  the  king's  work  in  the  house  of 
God; 

12  That  is  to  say,  the  two  pillars,  and  the  poiu-iels, 
and  the  chapiters,  and  the  net-work  to  cover  the  chapiters 
over  the  pommels. 

13  And  four  hundred  pomegranates,  and  two  wreaths 
of  net- work,  so  that  two  rows  of  pomegranates  were  joined 
to  each  wreath,  to  cover  the  pommels  and  the  chapiters 
of  the  pillars. 

14  He  made  also  bases  and  lavers,  which  he  set  upon 

the  bases : 

15  One  sea,  and  twelve  oxen  under  the  sea ; 

16  And  the  cauldrons,  and  flesh-hooks,  and  bowls. 
All  the  vessels  did  Hiram,  his  father,  make  for  Solomon, 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  of  the  finest  brass. 

17  In  the  country  near  the  Jordan,  did  the  king  cast 
them  in  a  clay  ground,  between  Sochot  and  Saredatha. 

18  And  the  multitude  of  vessels  was  innumerable,  so 
that  the  weight  of  the  brass  was  not  known. 

19  And  Solomon  made  all  the  vessels  for  the  house  of 
God,  and  the  golden  altar,  and  the  tables,  upon  which 
were  the  loaves  of  proposition. 

20  The  candlesticks  also  of  most  pure  gold,  with  their 
lamps,  to  give  light  before  the  oracle,  according  to  the 
manner. 


•  3  King*  Til  It 

Ver.  4.    Cast.    Hcb.  adds,  "when  it  (the  sea)  was  cast."  H. 

Vbr.  5.  Three.  3  Kings,  two,  may  specify  the  usual  quantity  that  was  con- 
tained, though  the  vessel  would  absolutely  hold  a  thousand  measures.,  or  baths, 
more.  H. 

Vbr.  6.  Holocaust,  as  well  as  all  the  necessary  utensils.— Priests.  They  did 
not  bathe  in  the  sea,  hut  drew  water  into  other  vessels.  The  Chal.  supposes  that 
the  work  of  Beseleel  was  for  the  high  priest  alone.  C. 

Vbr.  9.  Hall  (hosilicam).  Sept  use  the  same  term  (dv\ij)  as  just  before  is 
rendered  court;  aud  the  Prot.  make  no  distinction,  though  the  Heb.  terms  be 
different  Sept  render  eazre,  "  the  court "  of  the  people.  There,  we  know,  that 
Solomon  had  his  tribune.  Chap.  vi.  IS.  Ezechiel  fxliii.  14)  distinguishes  two; 
the  great,  lower  or  outward,  (C.  eazret)  or  court,  and  that  of  the  priests,  (H.) 
which  he  styles  the  less,  ic.    The  principal  door  lay  to  the  east 

Vbr.  12.  PommeU  (epistylia).  Heb.  "  cordons,"  or  rows  of  pomegranates, 
(S  Kings  viL  18,)  each  consisting  of  one  hundred;  bo  that  as  tha  two  pillan  were 
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21  And  certain  flowers,  and  lamps,  and  golden  tongs: 
all  were  made  of  the  finest  gold. 

22  The  vessels  also  for  the  perfumes,-  and  the  censers, 
and  the  bowls,  and  the  mortars,  of  pure  gold.  And  he 
graved  the  doors  of  the  inner  temple,  that  is,  for  the  holy 
of  holies :  and  the  doors  of  the  temple  without  were  of 
gold.  And  thus  all  the  work  was  finished,  which  Solo- 
mon made,  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  V. 

The  ark  is  brought  with  great  solemnity  into  the  temple :  the  temple  is  JUled 

with  the  glory  of  God. 

FT1HEN  'Solomon  brought  in  all  the  things  that  David, 
_L    his  father,  had  vowed,  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and 
all  the  vessels  he  put  among  the  treasures  of  the  house  of 
God. 

2  bAnd  after  this  he  gathered  together  the  ancients  of 
Israel,  and  all  the  princes  of  the  tribes,  and  the  heads  of 
the  families  of  the  children  of  Israel,  to  Jerusalem,  to 
bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  city 
of  David,  which  is  Sion. 

3  And  all  the  men  of  Israel  came  to  the  king  in  the 
solemn  day  of  the  seventh  month. 

4  And  when  all  the  ancients  of  Israel  were  come,  the 
Levites  took  up  the  ark, 

5  And  brought  it  in,  together  with  all  the  furniture  of 
the  tabernacle.  And  the  priests  and  the  Levites  carried 
the  vessels  of  the  sanctuary,  which  were  in  the  tabernacle. 

6  And  king  Solomon,  and  all  the  assembly  of  Israel, 
and  all  that  were  gathered  together  before  the  ark,  sacri- 
ficed rams,  and  oxen  without  number :  so  great  was  the 
multitude  of  the  victims. 

7  And  the  priests  brought  in  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord  into  its  place,  that  is,  to  the  oracle  of  the  temple, 
into  the  holy  of  holies  under  the  wings  of  the  cherubims : 

8  So  that  the  cherubims  spread  their  wings  over  the 
place,  in  which  the  ark  was  set,  and  covered  the  ark  itself 
and  its  staves. 

9  Now  the  ends  of  the  6taves  wherewith  the  ark  was 
carried,  because  they  were  something  longer,  were  seen 
before  the  oracle :  but  if  a  man  were  a  little  outward,  he 
could  not  see  them.  So  the  ark  has  been  there  unto  this 
day. 

10  And  there  was  nothing  else  in  the  ark  but  the  two 
tables  which  Moses  put  there  at  Horeb  when  the  Lord 
gave  the  law  to  the  children  of  Israel,  at  their  coming  out 
of  Egypt 

11  Now  when  the  priests  were  come  out  of  the  sanc- 

b  S  King!  Tiii.  1.  A.  M.  3001,  A.  C.  1003. 


adorned  with  a  double  row,  both  together  would  have  four  hundred.  C. — The  pre- 
cise number  is  fixed  at  ninety-six  for  each  row.  Jer.  hi.  23.  T. 

Ver.  17.  Saredatha,  or  Sarthan,  (3  Kings  vll.  46,)  not  far  from  Uethsao, 
2  Kings  iv.  12.  C. 

Vbr.  21.  Flowers.  They  represented  lilies  or  other  flowers  (T.)  full-blown, 
where  the  lamps  were  burning.    All  the  branches  were  of  pure  gold.  C. 

Ver.  22.  Mortars,  to  hold  the  fine  flour.  H.—And  thus.  Here  the  ftfta 
chapter  commences  in  Heb.  and  Sept. 

CHAP.  V.  Ver.  1.  God,  under  the  care  of  Selemith.  See  1  Par.  xxri 
26.  C 

Ver.  9.  Oracle,  pushing  out  the  veil  (H.)  in  the  tabernacle  of  Moses,  but 
not  iu  the  temple,  which  was  of  larger  dimensions.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Ark.  Sec  3  Kings  viii.  9.  H.— The  other  things  which  had  been 
placed  in,  or  at  least  on  the  side  of  the  ark,  were  now  removed  to  the  treasury 
rooms.  T. 
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Ciiap.  Yl. 

tuary,  (for  all  the  priests  that  could  be  found  there,  were 
sanctified  :  and  as  yet  at  that  time  the  courses  and  order 
of  the  ministers  were  not  divided  among  them,) 

1*2  Both  the  Levites  and  the  singing  men,  that  is,  both 
they  that  were  under  Asaph,  and  they  that  were  under 
Heman,  and  they  that  were  under  Idittmn,  with  their  sons, 
and  their  brethren,  clothed  with  fine  linen,  sounded  with 
cymbals,  and  psalteries,  and  harps,  standing  on  the  east 
side  of  the  altar,  and  with  them  a  hundred  and  twenty 
priests,  sounding  with  trumpets. 

13  So  when  they  all  sounded  together,  both  with 
trumpets,  and  voice,  and  cymbals,  and  organs,  and  with 
divers  kind  of  musical  instruments,  and  lifted  up  their 
voice  on  high  :  the  sound  was  heard  afar  off,  so  that  when 
they  began  to  praise  the  Lord,  and  to  say :  Give  glory  to 
the  Lord,  for  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever :  the  house  of  God  was  filled  with  a  cloud. 

14  Nor  could  the  priests  stand  and  minister  by  reason 
of  the  cloud.  For  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  %^use 

of  God.  lafW&ucn  » 

CHAP.  VI. 

Solomon's  blessing  and  prayer. 

THEN  'Solomon  said:  The  Lord  promised  that  lie 
would  dwell  in  a  cloud. 

2  But  I  have  built  a  house  to  his  name,  that  he  might 
dwell  there  for  ever. 

3  And  the  king  turned  his  face,  and  blessed  all  the 
multitude  of  Israel,  (for  all  the  multitude  stood  attentive,) 
and  he  said : 

4  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  who  hath 
accomplished  in  deed  that  which  he  spoke  to  David,  my 
father,  saying : 

5  From  the  day  that  I  brought  my  people  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  I  chose  no  city  among  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  for  a  house  to  be  built  in  it  to  my  name :  neither 
chose  I  any  other  man,  to  be  the  ruler  of  my  people, 

Israel.  :   .  , 

6  But  I  chose  Jerusalem,  that  my  name  might  be 
there ;  and  I  chose  David,  to  set  him  over  my  people, 

7  And  whereas  David,  my  father,  had  a  mind  to  build 
a  house  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel, 

ft  The  Lord  said  to  him  :  Forasmuch  as  it  was  thy  will 
to  build  a  house  to  my  name,  thou  hast  done  well  indeed 
in  having  such  a  will ; 

9  But  thou  shalt  not  build  the  house,  but  thy  son,  who 
shall  come  out  of  thy  loins,  he  shall  build  a  house  to  my 
name. 

10  The  Lord,  therefore,  hath  accomplished  his  word 
which  he  spoke  :  and  I  am  risen  up  in  the  place  of  David, 
my  father,  and  sit  upon  the  throne  of  Israel,  as  the  Lord 

•  A.  M.  3001.  3  Klngi  viiL  12. 

Vbr.  11.  Divided.  Heb.  "observed."  T. — Prot.  "and  they  did  not  then 
vait  by  course,"  which  was  the  case  also  with  the  6ingers,  Sec,  on  this  solemn 
Kcasion ;  as  the  number  regulated  by  David  for  each  week  would  not  have  been 
wfliclent.  H. 

Ver.  12.    Linen,  or  "  robes  of  silk."    Prot.  "  white  linen."  H. 
Vbr.  14.    Cloud.    See  3  Kings  viii.  10.  M. — It  is  called  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  because  its  appearance  was  luminous  and  awful,  being  a  symbol  of  the 

Divine  presence.  H. 
CHAP.  VI.  Ver.  1.     Cloud:  lit.  "darkness."  H-— The  nromise  hod  been 

m  i  I.;  to  Moses.  Exod.  xvi.  10,  and  xl.  33.  C 
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promised  :  and  have  built  a  house  to  the  name  of  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel. 

11  And  I  have  put  in  it  the  ark,  wherein  is  the  cove- 
nant of  the  Lord,  which  he  made  with  the  children  of  Is- 
rael.      Ant'.   *  h  c  *-  ..:      m  .v.;r  :      •         '-         -i*  ;.. 

12  And  he  stood  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  pre- 
sence of  all  the  multitude  of  Israel,  and  stretched  forth  his 
hands. 

13  For  Solomon  had  made  a  brazen  scaifold,  and  had 
set  it  in  the  midst  of  the  temple,  which  was  five  cubits 
long,  and  five  cubits  broad,  and  three  cubits  high  ;  and  he 
stood  upon  it:  then  kneeling  down  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  multitude  of  Israel,  and  lifting  up  his  hands  toward? 
heaven, 

14  bHe  said:  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God 
like  thee  in  heaven  nor  in  earth  :  who  keepest  covenant 
and  mercy  with  thy  servants,  that  walk  before  thee  with 
all  their  hearts : 

15  Who  hast  performed  to  thy  servant  David,  my 
father,  all  that  thou  hast  promised  him  :  and  hast  accom- 
plished in  fact,  what  thou  hast  spoken  with  the  mouth, 
as  also  the  present  time  proveth. 

16  Now  then,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  fulfil  to  thy 
servant,  David,  my  father,  whatsoever  thou  hast  promised 
him,  saying  :  There  shall  not  fail  thee  a  man  in  my  sight, 
to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  Israel :  yet  so  that  thy  children 
take  heed  to  their  ways,  and  walk  in  my  law,  as  thou  hast 
walked  before  me. 

17  And  now,  Lord  God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word  be 
established  which  thou  hast  spoken  to  thy  servant,  David. 

18  Is  it  credible  then  that  God  should  dwell  with  men 
on  the  earth  ?  If  heaven  and  the  heavens  of  heavens  do 
not  contain  thee,  how  much  less  this  house,  which  I  have 
built? 

19  But  to  this  end  only  it  is  made,  that  thou  mayst 
regard  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  his  supplication,  O 
Lord,  my  God :  and  mayst  hear  the  prayers  which  thy 
servant  poureth  out  before  thee. 

20  That  thou  mayst  open  thy  eyes  upon  this  house 
day  and  night,  upon  the  place  wherein  thou  hast  promised 
that  thy  name  should  be  called  upon, 

21  And  that  thou  wouldst  hear  the  prayer  which  thy 
servant  prayeth  in  it :  hearken  then  to  the  prayers  of  thy 
servant,  and  of  thy  people,  Israel.    Whosoever  shall  pray 
in  this  place,  hear  thou  from  thy  dwelling-place,  that  is 
from  heaven,  and  show  mercy. 

22  If  any  man  sin  against  his  neighbour,  and  come  to 
swear  against  him.  and  bind  himself  with  a  curse  before 
the  altar  in  this  house  : 

23  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  and  do  justice  to  thy 
servants,  so  as .  to  requite  the  wicked  by  making  his 

t>  2  Mac.  IL  8. 

Ver.  13.  Scaffold  (basim).  The  Heb.  term  is  used  for  "a shell,  (concha. 
T.)  or  bowl,"  as  the  throne  was  probably  of  the  same  form,  and  was  placed  on  a 
square  pedestal,  at  the  higher  end  of  the  court  of  the  people,  (C)  which  is  here 
styled  the  temple,  (basilica,)  or  "  hall."  Chap.  iv.  9.  Sept.  dv\fjc.  Heb.  eazre, 
which  denotes  that  gTeat  court  where  (H.J  the  body  of  the  ]>eople  stood  bare- 
headed, before  the  Lord,  (Grot.  4tc.  Chap.  xx.  6,)  in  the  open  air.  D. 

Vbr.  22.  Altar;  thus  solemnly  consenting  to  be  punished  by  God,  if  he 
swear  falsely.  H. 

VBR.  28.    Blasting,  or  mildew  farugo  et  aurugo).    The  first  has  the  colon: 
of  brass,  tbe  other  of  gold.    Both  have  nearly  the  wma  import.  M . 
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wickedness  fall  upon  his  own  head,  and  to  revenge  the 
just,  rewarding  him  according  to  his  justice. 

24  It  thy  people,  Israel,  be  overcome  by  their  enemies, 
(for  they  will  sin  against  thee,)  and  being  converted  shall 
do  penance,  and  call  upon  thy  name,  and  pray  to  thee  in 
this  place,  \ 

25  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  ami  forgive  the  sin 
of  thy  people,  Israel,  and  bring  them  back  into  the  land, 
which  thou  gavest  them,  and  their  fathers. 

26  If  the  heavens  be  shut  up,  and  there  fall  no  rain 
by  reason  of  the  sins  of  the  people,  and  they  shall  pray  to 
thee  in  this  place,  and  confess  to  thy  name,  and  be  con- 
verted from  their  sins,  when  thou  dost  afflict  them, 

27  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  0  Lord,  and  forgive 
the  sins  of  thy  servants  and  of  thy  people,  Israel,  and 
teach  them  the  good  way,  in  whicli  they  may  walk  :  and 
give  rain  to  thy  land  which  thou  hast  given  to  thy  people 
to  possess. 

28  *If  a  famine  arise  in  the  land,  or  a  pestilence,  or 
blasting,  or  mildew,  or  locusts,  or  caterpillars  ;  or  if  their 
enemies  waste  the  country,  and  besiege  the  cities ;  what- 
soever scourge  or  infirmity  shall  be  upon  them  : 

29  Then  if  any  of  thy  people,  Israel,  knowing  his  own 
scourge  and  infirmity,  shall  pray,  and  shall  spread  forth 
his  hands  in  this  house, 

30  Hear  thou  from  heaven,  from  thy  high  dwelling- 
place,  and  forgive,  and  render  to  every  one  according  to 
his  ways,  which  thou  knowest  him  to  have  in  his  heart: 
(for  thou  only  knowest  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  :) 

31  That  they  may  fear  thee,  and  walk  in  thy  ways  all 
the  days  that  they  live  upon  the  face  of  the  land  which 
thou  hast  given  to  our  fathers. 

32  If  the  stranger  also,  who  is  not  of  thy  people,  Is- 
rael, come  from  a  far  country,  for  the  sake  of  thy  great 
name,  and  thy  strong  hand,  and  thy  stretched-out  arm, 
and  adore  in  this  place : 

33  Hear  thou  from  heaven,  thy  firm  dwelling-place, 
and  do  all  that  which  that  stranger  shall  call  upon  thee 
for:  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may  know  thy  name, 
and  may  fear  thee,  as  thy  people,  Israel,  and  may  know 
that  thy  name  is  invoked  upon  this  house,  which  I  have 
built  * 

34  If  thy  people  go  out  to  war  against  their  enemies, 
by  the  way  that  thou  shalt  send  them,  and  adore  thee  to- 
wards the  way  of  this  city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and 
the  house  which  I  have  built  in  thy  name ; 

35  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven  their  prayers,  and 
their  supplications,  and  revenge  them. 

»  Infra,  xx.  5.— 3  Kingi  viii.  «  ;  Ecclcs.  vil.  21 ;  1  John  i.  8. 

Vbr.  29.  Any.  Hcb.  adds,  "man,  or  thy  people.''  Sept.  "and  (that  is) 
to  thy."  See  ver.  32.  H.— Both  strangers  and  Israelites  may  there  sue  for  mercy, 
and  obtain  it.  C. — From  this  chapter,  as  well  as  from  many  other  passages,  it  is 
evident  that  places  consecrated  to  God  are  more  acceptable  to  him  than  other 
places  (W.)  ;  and  here  the  pravers  of  the  faithful  are  sooner  heard,  as  they  testify 
their  unity.  D. 

Ver.  33.  Howe,  that  they  may  know  that  this  is  not  only  called,  but  is,  in 
effect,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  where  he  will  display  his  power  and  goodness.  H. 

Ver.  38.  Name.  Hence  arose  the  custom  of  turning  towards  Jerusalem  and 
the  temple,  when  the  Jews  poured  forth  their  supplications,  in  any  country.  3 
Kinis  nii.  44. 

Ver.  41.    Now,  therefore.     This  is  taken  from  Psal.  exxxi.  8—10,  (M.) 
almost  -vord  fcr  word.    We  do  not  find  that  Solomon  spoke  this.  3  Kings.  C. — 
Vlaie-  Ht.  "rest."  H.  -  Come,  0  Lord,  and  dwell  here.— Strength,  by  which 
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3G  And  if  they  sin  against  thee,  b(for  there  is  no  man 
that  sinneth  not,)  and  thou  be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver 
them  up  to  their  enemies,  and  they  lead  them  away  cap- 
tive to  a  land  either  afar  off  or  near  at  hand, 

37  And  if  they  be  converted  in  their  heart  in  the  land 
to  which  they  were  led  captive,  and  do  penance,  and  pray 
to  thee  in  the  land  of  their  captivity,  saying;  We  have 
sinned,  we  have  done  wickedly,  we  have  dealt  unjustly  ; 

38  And  return  to  thee  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all 
their  soul,  in  the  land  of  their  captivity,  to  which  they  were 
led  away,  and  adore  thee  towards  the  way  of  their  own 
land,  which  thou  gavest  their  fathers,  and  of  the  city  which 
thou  hast  chosen,  and  the  house  which  I  have  built  to  thy 
name : 

39  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  that  is,  from  thy  firm 
dwelling-place,  their  prayers,  and  do  judgment,  and  for- 
give thy  people,  although  they  have  sinned  : 

40  For  thou  art  my  God  :  let  thy  eyes,  I  beseech  thee, 
be  open,  and  let  thy  ears  be  attentive  to  the  prayer  that 
is  made  in  this  place. 

41  cNow,  therefore,  arise,  O  Lord  God,  into  thy 
resting-place,  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength :  Let  thy 
priests,  0  Lord  God,  put  on  Salvation,  and  thy  saints 
rejoice  in  good  things. 

42  0  Lord  God,  turn  not  away  the  face  of  thy  anointed  ; 
remember  the  mercies  of  David,  thy  servant. 

CHAP.  VII. 

Fire  from  heaven  consumeth  the  sacrifices.  The  solemnity  of  the  dedication  of 
the  temple.  God  signijietk  his  having  heard  Solomon's  prayer:  yet  so  if  tie 
continue  to  serve  him. 

AND"  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  his  prayer, 
fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed  the 
holocausts  and  the  victims  :  and  the  majesty  of  the  Lord 
filled  the  house. 

2  'Neither  could  the  priests  enter  into  the  temple  of 
the  Lord,  because  the  majesty  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the 
temple  of  the  Lord. 

3  Moreover,  all  the  children  of  Israel  saw  the  fire 
coming  down,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  upon  the  house : 
and  falling  down  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  upon  the 
stone  pavement,  they  adored  and  praised  the  Lord :  be- 
cause he  is  good,  because  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

4  And  the  king  and  all  the  people  sacrificed  victims* 
before  the  Lord. 

5  'And  king  Solomon  offered  a  sacrifice  of  twenty- 
two  thousand  oxen,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand rams:  and  the  king  and  all  the  people  dedicated  the 
house  of  God. 


c  PnaL  exxxi.  S.— «  A.  M.  3001.— »  2  Mac.  &  8.-*  3  Kin^i  vHf.  63. 

thy  wonders  shine  forth,  and  thy  enemies  are  dismayed.  The  ark  is  styled  the 
strength  of  Israel,  Psal.  lxxvii.  61.  and  Ixii.  3;  and  in  the  parallel  passage  we 
read,  Thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  sanctirlcntion,  or  sanctuary,  which  is  it-  highest 
ornament,  and  which  thou  hast  sanctified,  or  required  to  be  treated  with  respect. 

Ver.  42.  Mercies,  which  thou  hast  shown,  or  rather  (C.)  the  acts  of  virtu* 
which  thy  servant  displayed.  Syr.,  Sec.  For  thy  servant  David's  sake,  turn  no: 
away  the  face  of  thy  anointed.  Psal.  exxxi.  In  consideration  of  his  merits,  gran*, 
my  request.  C— Even  Solomon,  though  at  this  time  the  object  of  God's  compla- 
cency, disdains  not  to  screen  himself  under  the  merits  of  the  departed  saints.  H. 

CHAP.  VII.  Ver.  2.  Majesty;  the  cloud.  For  some  time  the  priests  were 
obliged  to  keep  at  a  distance.    They  afterwnrds  offered  up  many  victims.  C. 

Ver.  4.  Victims,  by  the  hands  of  the  priests;  or  they  slew  them  themselves 
and  presented  the  blood  and  fat  to  be  placed  on  the  altar  by  the  priests. 

Ver.  5.    Rams,  including  sheep  and  goats. — People,  each  In  their  propc- 


Chap.  VII 

6  And  the  priests  stood  in  their  offices :  aiW  the 
Levites  with  the  instruments  of  music  of  the  Lord,  which 
king  David  made  to  praise,  the  Lord  :  because  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever,  singing  the  hymns  of  David  by  their 
ministry :  and  the  priests  sounded  with  trumpets  before 
them,  and  all  Israel  stood. 

7  Solomon  also  sanctified  the  middle  of  the  court  be- 
fore the  temple  of  the  Lord :  for  he  offered  there  the 
holocausts,  and  the  fat  of  the  peace-offerings :  because 
the  brazen  altar,  which  he  had  made,  could  not  hold  the 
holocausts,  and  the  sacrifices  and  the  fat : 

8  And  Solomon  kept  the  solemnity  at  that  time  seven 
days,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  a  very  great  congregation, 
from  the  entrance  of  Emath  to  the  torrent  of  Egypt. 

9  And  he  made  on  the  eighth  day  a  solemn  assembly, 
because  he  had  kept  the  dedication  of  the  altar  seven 
days,  and  had  celebrated  the  solemnity  seven  days. 

10  So  on  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  the  seventh 
month  he  sent  away  the  people  to  their  dwellings,  joyful 
and  glad  for  the  good  that  the  Lord  had  done  to  David, 
and  to  Solomon,  and  to  all  Israel,  his  people. 

11  'And  Solomon  finished  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  kings  house,  and  all  that  he  had  designed  in  his  heart 
to  do,  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  own  house, 
and  he  prospered. 

12  And  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  by  night,  and  said : 
I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  and  I  have  chosen  this  place  to 
myself  for  a  house  of  sacrifice. 

33  If  I  shut  up  heaven,  and  there  fall  no  rain,  oi  if  I 
give  orders,  and  command  the  locust  to  devour  the  land, 
or  if  I  send  pestilence  among  my  people : 

14  And  my  people,  upon  whom  my  name  is  called, 
being  converted,  shall  make  supplication  to  me,  and  seek 
out  my  face,  and  do  penance  for  their  most  wicked  ways : 
then  will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sins, 
and  will  heal  their  land. 

15  My  eyes  also  shall  be  open,  and  my  ears  attentive 
to  the  prayer  of  him  that  shall  pray  in  this  place. 

16  For  I  have  chosen,  and  have  sanctified  this  place, 
that  my  name  may  be  there  for  ever,  and  my  eyes  and 
my  heart  may  remain  there  perpetually. 

17  And  as  for  thee,  if  thou  walk  before  mt,  as  David, 
thy  lather,  walked,  and  do  according  to  all  that  I  have 
commanded  thee,  and  keep  my  justice  and  my  judgments : 

18  I  will  raise  up  the  throne  of  thy  kingdom,  as  I  pro- 
mised to  David,  thy  father,  saying:  There  shall  not  fail 
thee  a  man  of  thy  *t  jck  to  be  ruler  in  Israel. 

19  But  if  you  turn  away,  and  forsake  my  justices,  and 
my  commandments,  which  I  have  set  before  you,  «uid 
shall  go  and  serve  strange  gods,  and  adore  them, 

20  I  will  pluck  you  up  by  the  root  out  of  my  land 

•  S  Kings  he.  1. 
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which  I  have  given  you :  and  this  house,  which  I  have 
sanctified  to  my  name,  I  will  cast  away  from  before  my 
face,  and  will  make  it  a  by-word,  and  an  example 
among  all  nations. 

21  And  this  house  shall  be  for  a  proverb  to  all  that 
pass  by,  and  they  shall  be  astonished,  and  say :  Why  hath 
the  Lord  done  thus  to  this  land,  and  to  this  house? 

22  And  they  shall  answer :  Because  they  forsook  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  their  fathers,  who  brought  them  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  laid  hold  on  strange  gods,  and 
adored  them,  and  worshipped  them  :  therefore  all  these 
evils  are  come  upon  them.  '  . 

chap,  vni 

Solomon's  buildings  and  other  acts. 

ANDb  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  after  Solomon  had 
built  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  his  own  house :  ■ 

2  He  built  the  cities  which  Hiram  had  given  to  Solo- 
mon, and  caused  the  children  of  Israel  to  dwell  there. 

3  He  went  also  into  Emath  Suba,  and  possessed  it. 

4  And  he  built  Palmira,  in  the  desert,  and  he  built 
other  strong  cities  in  Emath. 

5  And  he  built  Bethhoron  the  upper,  and  Bethhoron 
the  ncthe-,  walled  cities,  with  gates,  and  bars,  and  locks. 

6  Balaath  also,  and  all  the  strong  cities  that  were 
Solomon  s,  and  all  the  cities  of  the  chariots,  and  the  cities 
of  the  horsemen.  All  that  Solomon  had  a  mind,  and  de- 
signed, he  built  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  Libanus,  and  in  all 
the  land  of  his  dominion. 

7  All  the  people  that  were  left  of  the  Hethites,  and  the 
Amorrhites,  and  the  Pherezites,  and  the  Hevites,  and  the 
Jebusites,  that  were  not  of  the  stock  of  Israel : 

8  Of  their  children,  and  of  the  posterity,  whom  the 
children  of  Israel  had  not  slain,  Solomon  made  to  be  the 
tributaries,  unto  this  day. 

9  But  of  the  children  of  Israel  he  set  none  to  serve  in 
the  king's  works :  for  they  were  men  of  war,  and  chief 
captains,  and  rulers  of  his  chariots  and  horsemen. 

10  And  all  the  chief  captains  of  king  Solomon's  army 
were  two  hundred  and  fifty,  who  taught  the  people. 

1 1  And  he  removed  the  daughter  of  Pharao  from  the 
city  of c  David,  to  the  house  which  he  had  built  for  her. 
For  the  king  said  :  My  wife  shall  not  dwell  in  the  house 
of  David,  king  of  Israel :  for  it  is  sanctified  :  because  the 
ark  of  the  Lord  came  into  it. 

12  Then  Solomon  offered  holocausts  to  the  Lord  upon 
the  altar  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  built  before  the  porch, 

13  That  every  day  an  offering  might  be  made  on  it, 
according  to  the  ordinance  of  Moses,  in  the  sabbath?,  and 
on  the  new  moons,  and  on  the  festival  clays  three  times  a 
year,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  and 
in  the  feast  of  weeks,  and  in  the  feast  of  tabernacles. 

A.  Iff.  3012,  A.  C.  992.  8  Kinffi  lx.  10.— «  S  King's  ill.  1. 

Vsr.  3.  TZmnth,  or  Emesa,  on  the  Orontes.  This  city  had  belonged  to  Thou, 
who  cultivated  the  friendship  of  David,  2  Kin^s  viii.  9.  But  after  the  death  of 
these  princes,  it  had  given  some  offence  to  Solomon,  who  took  It,  as  well  as 
Palmira,  or  Thadmor,  though  not  perhaps  in  person. 

Vf.r.  S.  Tributaries.  Heb.  also,  "  to  work,"  at  cutting  stones,  &c  1  Par. 
xxii.  2.    Some  of  their  descendants  returned  from  captivity.  Ib.  ix.  2. 

Ver.  10.  Fifty.  These  were  different  from  the  five  hundred  and  flftr  over- 
seers, 3  Kings  ix.  23. 

Ver.  11.  Into  it.  It  was  deemed  improper  for  a  pagan  woman  to  reside  '.u 
the  same  place.  C. 

MS 


sphere.  The  priests  had  the  chief  part,  a*  the  ministers  of  religion.  The  solemnity 
continued  for  a  week,  and  many  altars  were  erected  in  the  court.  C. 

Ver.  6.     Which  music,  or  psalms,  (cnrminum%)  David  hud  composed.  H, 
Ver.  9.    Solemnity  of  tabernacles,  (M.)  which  ensued  after  the  dedication  was 
ended. 

Ver.  10.  Day  He  had  given  thera  leave  to  depart  the  dav  before.  3  Kings 
vUi.  66. 

Ver.  14.    Face,  to  appease  me,  that  1  may  look  down  upon  them  in  mercy.  C. 
CHAP.  VIII.  Ver.  2.    Given  back,  (T.)  as  he  refused  to  accept  of  the  present 
Seme  think  that  (C»)  Hiram  gave  these  cities  in  exchange  for  the  otJiora.  Salien.  If* 
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II.  PARALIPOMENON. 


Chap.  IX. 


II.  PARALIPOMEXON. 


Chap.  IX. 


14  And  he  appointed,  according  to  the  order  of  David, 
his  father,  the  offices  of  the  priests  in  their  ministries: 
and  the  Levites,  in  their  order,  to  give  praise,  and  minister 
before  the  priests,  according  to  the  duty  of  every  day: 
and  the  porters,  in  their  divisions,  by  gate  and  gate  :  for 
so  David,  the  man  of  God,  had  commanded. 

15  And  the  priests  and  Levites  departed  not  from  the 
king's  commandments,  as  to  any  thing  that  he  had  com- 
manded, and  as  to  the  keeping  of  the  treasures. 

16  Solomon  had  all  charges  prepared,  from  the  day 
that  he  founded  the  house  of  the  Lord,  until  the  day 
wherein  he  finished  it. 

17  Then  Solomon  went  to  Asiongaber,  and  to  Ailath, 
on  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  is  in  the  land  of  Edom. 

18  And  Hiram  sent  him  ships  by  the  hands  of  his  serv- 
ants, and  skilful  mariners ;  and  they  went  with  Solomon  s 
servants  to  Ophir,  and  they  took  thence  four  hundred  and 
fifty  talents  of  gold,  and  brought  it  to  king  Solomon. 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  queen  of  Saba  admireth  the  wisdom  of  Solomon.    His  riches  and  glory. 

.His  death. 

AND  *when  the  queen  of  Saba  heard  of  the  fame  of 
Solomon,  she  came  to  try  him  with  hard  questions, 
at  Jerusalem,  with  great  riches  and  camels,  which  carried 
spices,  and  abundance  of  gold  and  precious  stones.  And 
when  she  was  come  to  Solomon,  she  proposed  to  him  all 
that  was  in  her  heart. 

2  And  Solomon  explained  to  her  all  that  she  proposed  : 
and  there  was  not  any  thing  that  he  did  not  make  clear 
unto  her.  * 

3  And  when  she  had  seen  these  things,  to  wit,  tin 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  and  the  house  which  he  had  built, 

4  And  the  meats  of  his  table,  and  the  dwelling-places 
of  his  servants,  and  the  attendance  of  his  officers,  and 
their  apparel,  his  cup-bearers  also,  and  their  garments, 
and  the  victims  which  he  offered  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her,  she  was  so 
astonished. 

5  And  she  said  to  the  king :  The  word  is  true  which 
I  heard  in  my  country,  of  thy  virtues  and  wisdom. 

6  I  did  not  believe  them  that  told  it,  until  I  came,  and 
my  eyes  had  seen  it,  and  I  had  proved  that  scarce  one 
half  of  thy  wisdom  had  been  told  me:  thou  hast  exceeded 
the  same  with  thy  virtues. 

7  Happy  are  thy  men,  and  happy  are  thy  servants, 
who  stand  always  before  thee,  and  hear  thy  wisdom. 

8  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  thy  God,  who  hath  been  pleased 

■  3  Kings  l  1 ;  Mstt.  xli.  42 ;  Luke  xl  31. 

Ver.  14.    And  gate,  at  their  respective  posts.  See  1  Par.  xxvi.  H. 

Veb.  17.  Asiongaber,  which  was  called  Beniice,  (Jos.  viii.  2,)  and  now  Sues.  T. 

Ver.  18.  Ships;  not  perhaps  from  Tyre,  but  from  the  Red  Sea.  C— Skilful 
mariners.  They  were  the  most  expert,  and  the  inventors  of  navigation.  Prima 
ratem  ventis  traders  docta  Tyrus.  Tibul.  Sec  WUd.  xiv.  6.— Fifty.  Thirty  are 
•mitted,  3  Kings  Ix,  2S,  as  they  were  expended  in  the  voyage.  C. — Yet  the  Heb. 
betters  for  twenty  and  fifty  are  extremely  similar.  D. 

CHAP.  IX.  Ver.  I.  Saba.  See  3  Kings  x.  1.  This  queen  resided  in  Arabia 
or  Abyssinia.  H. — Questions.  They  were  not  of  a  trifling  nature,  as  she  is  com- 
mended by  Christ.  D. 

Ver.  3.  House ;  the  royal  palace,  or  rather  the  temple,  which  was  much  more 
magnificent  than  any  thing  in  the  East. 

Ver.  10.    Thyine-trees,  very  odoriferous.  C. — Heb.  algumim :  3  Kings, 
mlmugim,  as  the  letters  are  frequently  transposed  in  Heb.  D. — Huet  thinks  these 
were  citron-trees,  which  did  not  produce  fruit,  bat  were  os*d  to  make  costly  tables, 
and  were  a  species  of  cedars. 
464 


to  set  thee  on  his  throne,  king  of  the  Lord,  thy  God. 
Because  God  loveth  Israel,  and  will  preserve  them  for 
ever:  therefore  hath  he  made  thee  king  over  them,  to  do 
judgment  and  justice. 

9  And  she  gave  to  the  kirg  a  hundred  and  twenty 
talents  of  gold,  and  spices  in  great  abundance,  and  most 
precious  stones  :  there  were  no  such  spices  as  these  which 
the  queen  of  Saba  gave  to  king  Solomon. 

10  And  the  servants  also  of  Hiram,  with  the  servants 
of  Solomon,  brought  gold  from  Ophir,  and  thyine-trees, 
and  most  precious  stones : 

1 1  And  the  king  made  of  the  thyine-trees  stairs  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  king's  house,  and  harps  and 
psalteries  for  the  singing  men :  never  were  there  seen 
such  trees  in  the  land  of  Juda. 

12  And  king  Solomon  gave  to  the  queen  of  Saba  all 
that  she  desired,  and  that  she  asked,  and  many  more 
things  than  she  brought  to  him :  so  she  returned,  and 
went  to  her  own  country,  with  her  servants. 

13  And  the  weight  of  the  gold  that  was  brought  to 
Solomon  every  year,  was  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  talents 
of  gold  : 

14  Beside  the  sum  which  the  deputies  of  divers  nations, 
and  the  merchants,  were  accustomed  to  bring,  and  all  the 
kings  of  Arabia,  and  the  lords  of  the  lands,  who  brought 
gold  and  silver  to  Solomon. 

15  And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  golden 
spears,  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which 
went  to  every  spear : 

16  And  three  hundred  golden  shields,  of  three  hundred 
pieces  of  gold,  which  went  to  the  covering  of  every  shield  : 
and  the  king  put  them  in  the  armoury,  which  was  com- 
passed with  a  wood. 

17  The  king  also  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory,  and 
overlaid  it  with  pure  gold. 

18  And  six  steps  to  go  up  to  the  throne,  and  a  foot- 
stool of  gold,  and  two  arms,  one  on  either  side,  and  two 
lions  standing  by  the  arms  : 

19  Moreover,  twelve  other  little  lions  standing  upon 
the  steps  on  both  sides :  there  was  not  such  a  throne  in 
any  kingdom. 

20  And  all  the  vessels  of  the  king's  table  were  of  gold., 
and  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Libanus,  were 
of  the  purest  gold.  For  no  account  was  made  of  silver  in 
those  days. 

21  For  the  kings  ships  went  to  Tharsis,  with  the  serv- 
ants of  Hiram,  once  in  three  years:  and  they  brought 
thence  gold  and  silver,  and  ivory,  and  apes,  and  peacocKS. 


Vbr.  11.  Stairs.  Heb.  "hands,"  (D.)  or  banisters,  from  the?  palace  to  thf 
temple.  Junius. 

Ver.  12.  And  many.  Heb.  "  besides  that  which  she  had  brought  un'o  the 
king."  Prot.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  Solomon  made  use  of  many  of  her 
presents,  and  therefore  he  returned  her  others  in  greater  profusion;  or,  as  it  is 
expressed,  3  Kings,  besides  what  he  offered  her  of  himself  of  his  royal 
bounty.  H. 

Ver.  13.  Gold,  each  worth  £5475,  (Arbuthnot,)  so  that  thus  part  of  iha 
revenue  alone  would  amount  to  £3,646,350  sterling  annually.  H. 

Vbr.  16.  Pieces.  In  3  Kings  we  read  three  pounds-— Wood ;  or,  "In  the 
palace  of  the  forest  of  Libanus,"  (3  Kings  x.  17.  C.)  as  it  is  expressed  in  tlia 
Sept.  T. 

Ver.  18.  Arms.  Prot.  "  stays."  H. — Heb.  in  3  Kings,  seems  clearer  and 
more  correct.  C. 

Ver.  20.  Days.  We  sometimes  find  the  figure,  hyperbole,  used  In  Scripture 
for  things  unusual.  Chap.  L  16.  W, 
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CaAP.  X. 


II.  PARALIPOMEXON. 


Chap.  XL 


22  And  Solomon  was  magnified  above  all  the  kings  of 
the  earth  for  riches  and  glory. 

23  And  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  desired  to  see  the 
face  of  Solomon,  that  they  might  hear  the  wisdom  which 
God  had  given  in  his  heart. 

24  And  every  year  they  brought  him  presents,  vessels 
of  silver  and  of  gold,  and  garments,  and  armour,  and 
spices,  and  horses,  and  mules. 

25  And  Solomon  had  forty  thousand  horses  in  the 
stables,  and  twelve  thousand  chariots,  and  horsemen,  and 
he  placed  them  in  the  cities  of  the  chariots,  and  where  the 
king  was  in  Jerusalem. 

26  And  he  exercised  authority  over  all  the  kings,  from 
the  river  Euphrates  to  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  to 
the  borders  of  Egypt.  • 

27  And  he  made  silver  as  plentiful  in  Jerusalem  as 
stones :  and  cedars  as  common  as  the  svcamores,  which 
grow  in  the  plains. 

28  And  horses  were  brought  to  him  out  of  Egypt,  and 
out  of  all  countries 

29  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Solomon,  first  and  last, 
are  written  in  the  words  of  Nathan,  the  prophet,  and  in 
the  books  of  Ahias,  the  Silonite,  and  in  the  vision  of  Addo, 
the  seer,  against  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat.  ! 

30  And  Solomon  reigned  in  Jerusalem,  over  all  Israel, 
fortv  years. 

WW 

31  And  he  slept  *with  his  fathers:  arid  they  buried 
him  in  the  city  of  David:  and  Roboam,  his  son,  reigned 

in  his  stead. 

■HB^^I^.  CHAP.  X. 

Roboa?n  ansiccrclk  his  people  roughly :  upon  which  ten  tribes  rsvoU. 

AND  bRoboam  went  to  Sichem  :  for  thither  all  Israel 
were  assembled,  to  make  him  king. 

2  And  when  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat,  who  was  in 
Egypt,  (for  he  was  fled  thither  from  Solomon,)  heard  it, 
forthwith  he  returned. 

3  And  they  sent  for  him,  and  he  came  with  all  Israel, 
and  they  spoke  to  Roboam,  saying: 

4  Thy  father  oppressed  us  with  a  most  grievous  voke ; 
do  thou  govern  us  with  a  lighter  hand  than  thy  lather, 
who  laid  upon  us  a  heavy  servitude,  and  ease  something 
of  the  burden,  that  we  may  serve  thee. 

5  And  he  said  to  them :  Come  to  me  again  after  three 
days.    And  when  the  people  were  gone, 

6  lie  took  counsel  with  the  ancients,  who  had  stood 
before  his  father,  Solomon,  while  he  yet  lived,  saying: 
What  counsel  give  you  to  me,  that  I  may  answer  the 
gS^ple?  ~.  '^SSL^IT '  -\~~" 

7  And  they  said  to  him :  If  thou  please  this  people, 
and  soothe  them  with  kind  words,  they  will  be  thy  servants 
for  ever. 


1 


men 


*  A.  M.  3029,  A.  C.  9rs.— *  3  Kingi  xii.  1.  A.  M.  3025. 


Vkr.  25.  Thousand.  In  3  Kings  we  read,  1400  cfiariolt ;  and  hero  Heb. 
ha*-,  "4000  stables,  (C.)  or  stalls  far  horst*  and  chariots  "  (Prot.);  and  the  Sept. 
"4000  mares  for  the  chariot*,  and  12,000  horsemen."  II.— There  might  be  ten 


korses  in  each  stable.  D. 

CHAP.  X.  Vb*.  7.  Plea**.  3  Sings  xii.  "  serve."  By  a  little  condescension 
Ihou  mayest  establish  thy  throne.  C. — The  people  did  not  complain  till  they  saw 
ihe  riches  of  the  nation  wasted  ou  wicked  women  (T.)  and  idols.  1). 

Vbk.  11.  Scorpiorw  •  thorns,  or  scourges  armed  with  hooks.  Colum. 
iii-  10.  —  Robots!  uud  not  sense  to  despise  Uie  footi*h  advice  of  the  young 
men.  T. 

SO 


8  But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  ancients,  and  be- 
gan to  treat  with  the  young  men,  that  had  been  brought 
up  with  him,  and  were  in  his  train. 

9  And  he  said  to  them :  What  seemeth  good  to  you  I 
or  what  shall  I  answer  this  people,  who  have  said  to  me; 
Ease  the  yoke  which  thy  father  laid  upon  us? 

_  10  But  they  answered  as  young  men,  and  brought  up 
with  him  in  pleasures,  and  said :  Thus  shalt  thou  speak 
to  the  people  that  said  to  thee  :  Thy  father  made  our  yoke 
heavy ;  do  thou  ease  it :  thus  shalt  thou  answer  them : 
My  little  finger  is  thicker  than  the  loins  of  my  father. 

1 1  My  father  laid  upon  you  a  heavy  yoke,  and  I  will 
add  more  weight  to  it :  my  father  beat  you  with  scourges, 
but  I  will  beat  you  with  scorpions. 

12  So  Jeroboam,  and  all  the  people,  came  to  Roboam 
the  third  day,  as  he  commanded  them. 

13  And  the  king  answered  roughly,  leaving  the  coun- 
sel of  the  ancients. 

14  And  he  spoke  according  to  the  advice  of  the  young 

n:  My  father  laid  upon  you  a  heavy  yoke,  which  I 

will  make  heavier  :  my  father  beat  you  with  scourges  but 
I  will  beat  you  with  scorpions. 

15  And  he  condescended  not  to  the  peoples  requests 
for  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  his  word  might  be  fulfilled, 
'which  he  had  spoken  by  the  hand  of  Ahias,  the  Silonite, 
to  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nabat. 

16  And  all  the  people,  upon  the  king's  speaking 
roughly,  said  thus  unto  him :  We  have  no  part  in  David! 
nor  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Isai.  Return  to  thy  dwell- 
ings. 0  Israel,  and  do  thou,  0  David,  feed  thy  own  house. 
And  Israel  went  away  to  their  dwellings. 

17  But  Roboam  reigned  over  the  children  of  Israel, 
that  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Juda. 

18  And  king  Roboam  sent  Aduram,  who  was  ovei 
the  tributes,  and  the  children  of  Israel  stoned  him,  and 
he  died :  and  king  Roboam  made  haste  to  get  up  into 
his  chariot,  and  fled  into  Jerusalem. 

19  And  Israel  revolted  from  the  house  of  David,  unto 
this  day.  4*ttWP*^ 

CHAP.  XL 

Roboam'*  reign.    His  kingdom  is  strengthened. 

AND  d Roboam  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  called  to 
gether  all  the  house  of  Juda,  and  of  Benjamin,  a 
hundred  and  fou  rscore  thousand  chosen  men  and  warriors, 
to  fight  against  Israel,  and  to  bring  back  his  kingdom  to 
him. 

2  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Semeias,  the 
man  of  God,  saying  : 

3  Speak  to  Roboam,  the  son  of  Solomon,  the  king  of 
Juda,  a/id  to  all  Israel,  in  Juda  and  Benjamin: 

4  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  You  shall  not  go  up,  nor  fight 

«  5  Kintfi  xi.  S9.— «1  A.  M.  3030,  A.  C.  974.  3  KIng«  xii.  21. 


Vrr.  15.  WiU  of  God:  not  that  the  king;  should  act  foolishly,  or  the  people 
rebel,  but  to  effect  what  bo  had  promised.  II.— Syriac  has  well'  expressed  the 
sense  :  "  because  this  rebellion  happened  by  the  Divino  permission,  that  they  might 
behold  the  truth  of  the  prediction  of  Ahull "  (C.) ;  and  that  the  fault  of  Solomoi 
might  be  punished.  D. 

CHAP.  XI.  Vek.  X.  CJiosm.  Sept.  "youug,"  (H.)  as  the  Heb.  term  also 
signifies.  7.— His.    Heb.  "the  kingdom  again  to  Roboam." 

Vbr.  4.    Will,  to  punish  the  disorders  of  Solomon,  Jcc.  See  3  Kings  xii.  24, 
Gen.  xIt.  8.    God  knows  how  to  draw  good  out  of  evil,  without  approving  the 
misconduct  of  men.  U. 
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